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SOME THOUGHTS ON CHRISTMAS

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and
every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;

Isaiah 9 :5-6

In the first sentence we hear about a way of life well
known to us. The way of strength, of power, of force and often
of violence. In these days we do not talk about boots, but
about artillery, multi barrel rocket launchers, supersonic jets and
suicide bombers. But not only in the theatre of war, alse in

politics we see that extreme egotism leads to violence, for
example in elections. But that is not all. In ordinary life in
towns and villages, yes, even within families we hear about
atrocious acts of force and violence. For the human race violence
seems to be the normal way ol lite. What to do? “This will not
change”, we think despondently.

The word of the prophet however is quite different.
Violence will be destroyed. Force will not win in the end. This
is an amazing message. But even more amazing is the reason
the prophet gives for his confidence; For to us a child is born !
But that sounds unbelievable. It sounds like fiction. Against the
tanks, the guns, the bombs, the AK 47°s, the knives, the prisons,
a baby? How can this be true? A baby is so small. It is so
weak, so powerless, so vulnerable. Impossible I Yet this is
exactly the Christmas message. To us a child is born and in this
child Almighty God revealed Himself. As Isaiah says: His name
will be called “Wonderful Counselar, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace”.

But why does God want to come to us in this utterly
humble way? Why does He want to be so vulnerable? Only one
answer can be given. Because He is love. Llove makes us
vulnerable, defenseless. All of us know this truth. Children
know it, young peaple know it, married couples know it, parents
know it. If we stop thinking only of ourselves and we begin to
love others, our parents, our friends, our husband or wife, our
children, we can be easily hurt. Our anxieties became much
more numerous. We become defenseless and weak. God, whose
love is much stronger than our love and whose love is much
wider than our love because He loves the whole world, yes, God
therefore became so weak, so defenseless and so vulnerable
that He revealed Himself as a child. “For to us a child is born".

In that child a new way of life takes shape. Over against
the way of egotism and selfishness, the way of force and violence,
there is another way, the way of weakness and vulnerability,
the way of love. “This way will be victorious in the end” is the
message of Christmas. The soft but obstinate force of love will
avercome all resistance. We can think of the soft force of a
seed, which sprouts and grows and can then even overturn the
stone which is pressing it down,

Christmas puts before us two ways,; the way of selfishness,
force and ultimately violence and the way of love, which is God's
way. This is a serious choice. Mad Christmas papers and beautiful
Christmas trees cannot hide this. What do we choose for our
lives? And if we choose the way of love, how do we give it form
in our daily fife, in our family, in our work, in society? This each
one of us has to think about and decide.

For to us a child is born [
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GRAND OPENING OF ST. ANDREW'S CH URCH:

The newly built CS/, St. Andrew’s Chureh at
Gandhijikirammam was ceremonially opened on Tuesday the
5th December. The Bishop and party were given a rousing
welcome by the Hindus and'Christians of Gandhijikiramam.
Rev. P.J. Suriyakumar, the Circuit Pastor of Gandhifikiramam
handed over the keys to the Bishop.

The public meeting that followed the opening was presided
over by Mr. G. Rajanayagam. Speeches were made by
Rev. Fr. Antonypiflai, Mr. L. Paul Thilaganayagam — Asst.
Director of Education, Pandit V. Kandiah — President Pidari
Amman Kovil Trust and Rev. S.I. Anandarajah.
Bro. I. Rajkumar worker in charge Gandhijikiramam proposed
a vote of thanks.

A praiseworthy deed

Anjubit a minor employee of the Teaching Hospital
Jaffna was praised by the administration of the hospital for
removing and handing over an expensive golden ring from
a dead body. The dead body was brought to the hospital

on Friday the 1st of December. After the registration of

death, the body was sent to the mortuary. The said employee
who was at the mortuary removed and handed over the
ring to the hospital administration.

Maize cultivation successful:

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

The message of the redeemer's birth brings happiness to
all our hearts. But how will this world which is in an
unsettled state , anxiously waiting for peace and goodwill,
accept the good news of the birth of a redeemer.

He who was incarnate into a world heavily burdened with
troubles and turmoils was the beacon of light which wiped
off these darkness on its path. May this beacon of light at
Christmas too wipe off the burdens, turmoils and troubles
which we face.

Wish you alla Happy Christmas
Rev. S. P. Nesakumar

Rural Dean, Jaffna.
CHURCH OF CEYLON

" Church House Youth Hostel
Christmas Carols - 9th Dec.2000
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Appeal to Prime Minister Vajpayee:

The Northern region Hindu Federation has appea!ed to the
Indian Prime Minister Mr. Attal Bihari Vajpayee to give hls suppart
to end the war in the north east province. It has said .lh_at the
Hindu cemmunity had been the worst affected by the .mwl war.
More than one million Hindus had either abandoned thel'r cultural
heritage or converted to other religions. It has also pom_ted_oul
because of the unsettled state of affairs non Hindu organizations
and non Hindu leaders have gained prominence. [t has expr'essled
fears that if the war continues the Hindus would become a minority
in the north east province. The Federation has appealed to the
Prime Minister to play a positive role in bringing about an end to
the civil war.

Contributions exceed million:

The Nimalarajan family benefit fund made by the contribution
of the public has now exceeded one million rupees. “The Uthayarf'
the daily news paper had been instrumental in building up this
fund.

An Introduction to physical geography
of Sri Lanka

An introduction to physical geography of Sri Lanka written
by Prof. S. Balachandran,Dean of the Faculty of Arts, University
of Jaffna was formally released on Wednesday the 6th December
at the Auditorium of the Department of Geography.

Parthiniam spreads

The deadly parthiniam weed which causes much harm to
the crops in Jaffna is fast spreading in Puttur, Valigamam East
and South areas. The Agricultural Extension Office has appealed
to the people to remove this weed and burn them. It is still not
known who had introduced this weed into the peninsula.

Permission granted to visit Madduvil
North and Sarasalai

The government has permitted people of Madduvil North
and Sarasalai to visit their houses and remove their documents
and other valuables from their houses. They were taken from
Yakkaru in Vadamaradchy.

Dolphins at Velanai
Two dead dolphins were washed ashore near Thurayoor beach
of Velanai on the 4th of December. One dolphin was five feet

long and fifty kilograms in weight. The other one was 3 % feet
and weighed 35 kgs,

Youth missing;

Kandiah Jeyavathanachandran (21) of Chankanai had been missing
from his house since Wednesday the 30th November. The parents
have reported this to Human Rights Commission in Jaffna,

Jaffna Magistrate on the Judicial Service in Jaffna:

The Niagistrate i, E.T. Vignarajah has raised the question
whether judicial service is essential in Jaffna, He was disillusioned
that the police officers were refusing to take his orders. He has
said that if the police department continues to be callous he will
have no alternative but to recommend the closing of the civil courts
In Jaffna, to the Judicial Service Commission. He said this at the
Civil Court Jaffna on Monday the 4th December.

St. John's College commendable performance:

At the G,C.E. (A/L) examination conducted in August 2000
students of St. John's College had done rt—:l!‘l;'nkabi\z well.
There have been 59 Distinctions ¢

Physics 9, Chemistry 8, Pure Maths 3,
App. Maths & Botany 1, Combined Maths B,
Ecor.mmics 9, Logic 4, Accountancy 6,
Statistics it Christianity — 3, & Drama 5.

Out of the 150 students who sat the examination 99

L dareg
qualified to apply for University admission.

Ms. Chelvi Mathiaparanam:

We are sorry to record the passing away recently
of Ms. Chelvi Mathiaparanam, Music Teacher of the Asian
International School. She was the elder daughter of the
late K.E. Mathiaparanam, Senior Lecturer of Jaffna College
and the late Mrs. Rosie Mathiaparanam. She was the
sister of the late Thilakan, Rev. Seelan, Chelvan and
Arul. The funeral service was conducted at the Raymonds
He

commended Chelvi‘'s commitment teo the Lord and

Parlour by Rev. Dr. Colton Wickramaratne.

effective Christian witness. The Principal of the Asian

International School Mrs. Goolbai Gunesekera paid a
tribute to Chelvi's talent, proficiency and dedication to
work.

A host of relatives and friends, Jaffna College
alumni and A.l.S. Community attended the funeral, The
Prefects and students of the Asian International School

presented a guard of honour and served as pallbearers.

Ashes of the late
Arunthavam Arasaratnam

The Ashes of the Late Arunthavam Arasaratnam
was buried in the family burial grounds of Kasipillai Luther
(Grandfather of her husband) at St. James Church Nallur

Cemetery. Mr. Arumaimnayagam , Asst. Director of

Education Jaffna transported the caskel of ashes and
along with Mr. 5. Thanapalan , Principal of St. John's
College, Jaffna made all the arrangements for the burial.
Her relatives and parishioners attended the service which

was conducted by Rev. Nesakumar.

Obituary:

CNI BISHOPS:

We are sorry to record the deaths of the Most Rev. Vinod
A.R. Peter - Moderator of Church of North India and the
Rt. Rev. Gerald Andrews - Bishop of Rajasthan in a car
accident on 6th December 2000. Our deepest sympathies
to the bereaved families of the late Bishops.

Mrs. Nesamany Indrathas:

The death occurred in Trincomalee on Wednesday
the 7th December , the mother of Bro, |. Rajkumar — worker
in charge , Gandhijikiramam. She was born in Trincomalee
and had been a member of the Uduvil C.S.l. Church.The

funeral took place on Sunday the 10th December at her
residence in Trincomalee.

Permission refused for procession:
The planned Rosary procession from St. Mary's
Church to the Church of the Lady of Miracles, Gurunagar
had been cancelled since permission had been refused, The
organisers are planning to have a special mass at 10.40

a.m. on the same day in the St. Mary's church.
English Studies Circle:
An English Studies Circle had been inaugurated at

Navalar Cultural Hall. Mr. V, Sundareswaran of the University

of Jaffna will serve as the Secretary of the Circle. Mr. 8.
Pathmanathan was elected President. Mr. D.R.
Arumainayagam and Mr. S. Sebanayagam were elected Vice
Presidents, It was decided to have seminars every Sunday.
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- FIRST CHRISTMAS OF THE MILLENNIUM | sharing and caring. € spirt of
We, all around the world are going to celebrate the Pl I}lr:-'f renewal of environment, renewal of mind, attitude
; : refationship 5o B are:markic i A
| Christmas of the Millennium, soon. However, there does not | Thu mrim'lw}lmn“'”wfh”': are marks of Pongal celebrations.
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seem to be so much exci £ A o e . - Need 1o do away with the
Millennium As usual ”.r Te;-[?etjnt _ds when we welcomed the | traditions that harm human i&!ilowshin and o ?:’J::"?‘B
| i ¢ 4al the children are crazy about how they practices that exploit the weak, landless dgstimf” -‘}.Slm
| are going to celebrate the forthcoming Christmas, but do not | more inclusive, accommodative Imrn;a.n.islllr“ egalfiawn oy
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Seem to realise that this is the first Christmas of the Miller altruistic ethos, ik
illen

nium, |
| All children love stories, and here below, | write a story
‘ for the children, which | am sure they will enjoy during this |
‘ Christmas season, |
A few women dressed in their finest apparel were hay-
ing lunch together in a very exclusive restaurant. A friend |
saw them and walked in, went to the table where they were
seated together, greeted them and inquired as to what the ‘
special occasion was? One of them replied “We are having a ‘
Birthday Party for my Baby in our family. He is 2 vears old
today”. The visitor surprisingly asked “But where is the Baby ",
The child’'s mother reluctantly answered “Oh | | left him at my
mother's home. She will take care of him, till the party is
over” and she continued to say ‘It wouldn‘t have been any
fun with him along”. ‘
How ridiculous it is to celebrate the Birthday of a child
whose presence is not welcome to his own Birthday Party? ‘
Yet many of us are doing this. We celebrate Christ-
| mas in a grand scale, but the One whose Birthday we are
commemorating is almost forgotten. Shall we not forget to |
invite Baby Jesus to all our parties during the coming first
Christmas of this Millennium to commemorate His BIRTHDAY, ‘

—
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PONGAL
FESTIVAL OF RESTORATION

Festivals play a vital role in keeping religious ideals alive. They form an
indispensable part of the religious calendar, allowing in fresh air and new life
into various religious systems. Hence all religions give a prominent place to
festivals and celebrate them with gaiety and enthusiasm.

The purpose of festival is not predominantly physical enjoyment as
many would understand, but is the preservation of the religio - socio - cultural
heritage of the respective communities. Festivals are regular celebrations
commemorating events of national and religious significance. Festive activities
are observed to commemorate or emphasise events in the relationship between
God and human beings. That is why the Israelites were instructed to observe
the Passover as a commemoration of their religious and political experiences,
Hence, today as we celebrate Pongal, it is important for us to remember the
significance of Pongal, which is basically a cultural and agricultural festival.
PONGAL IS A FESTIVAL OF THANKSGIVING

Pongal is a seasonal festival reckoned by the solar calendar. It is a harvest
festival in which the farming community after in-gathering their agricultural
produce, assembles together to give thanks to God who is the source of their
agricultural life. In the Hebrew tradition, the harvest festival is celebrated as
the “Feast of In-gathering, Feast of the First Fruits, Feast of Weeks or
Pentecost.

Pongal is a festival of thanksgiving in which the farmer expresses his
eucharistia — Gratitude or thankiulness for the blessings of the grain harvest.
The celebrants acknowledge that the seasons are the work of the creator for
the benefit of humankind, While expressing their eucharistia, the participants
remember the greatness and benevolence of God. They acknowledge their
dependence on Gad, and God's creation especially for the land and the cattle.
Thus they fulfil the divine ordinance that “This shall be a day of remembrance
for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord, throughout your
generations. You shall observe it as a perpetual erdinance.”

T2 T

As all benevolent acts involve sacrifices on the part of the benefactors,
the participants give thanks to God for the sacrifices, the land, the Iabourgrs.
the cattle and other things created to enrich and nourish the human community.
Hence it symbolizes the very Eucharist in which we give thanks to God Ib‘,-'
commemaorating the sacrifice the Lord Jesus Christ made as the representative
of the Divine.

PONGAL SIGNIFIES NEWNESS: ; .

An important aspect of Pongal is a cleansing of the environment and replacing

of the old by the new. The old vessels are removed and replaced ‘by new

ones., The whole household wears new clothes and.decoraie their cattle
with attractive colours. Hence, it stresses the inception of a new state of
things in contrast with the old, Pongal encourages a c!_\ange in perspective,

: it advocates an attitudinal change. As a

and a change in approach. Inshort, ita A5 : .

result, the land owner who used to he harsh, _unsvmpﬁlhetm, }JTIlJEI an

unapproachable turns out to be soft, sympathetic and friendly with the

PONGAL SIGNIFIES
AN ACT OF RESTORATION
An irlnpm'lanl characteristic af Pangal is the act of
restoration. The harvesting in itself 15 an act of Ingathering
I:€ . gathering of the land produce After scatr_‘erfng the
seed, planting, watering, weeding, the farming Community
anxiously wait for the fruits of their labour, As anticipated
they eventually reap the harvest and restore them into th'é
ranary resulting in leapi ith | i i
gbmda\;ﬂce_ g aping with joy and happiness in
In the Jewish tradition, harvest is not only meant
far the consumption and enjoyment of the few land owners
?r:ﬂ a goocll portion of the yield is restored to the Jandlessl
€ poor, the sojourners and t} i
s g ff,] nd the labourers. Thus we read in
“When you reap your harvest in your field and have
forgotten sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get jt:
it shall be for the sojourner, the orphans and the widow:
that the Lord your God may bless you in all the works of
your hand,"
The Ruth story depicts this idea very well. Ruth, the widow
of foreign origin, who was cut off from the family, was
eventually restored to [ife during the harvest season.

PONGAL PROMOTES
THE THEOLOGY OF HOPE

Being a festival of restoration, Pongal foreshadows the
hope that has been cherished by various communities. The
famous Tamil slogan “if the Tamil month Thai is born, there
will also born the way for better life” affirms this. The farming
community atter spending all the resources that were at
their disposal eagerly wail for the better arvestin thomonh
of Thar, Therefore, Pongal is the expression of eXperiencing
the much awaited hope that becomes reality.

rhus the Fongal ideals, accelerates the thealogy of
hope. As St. Paul refers to it in Rom: & 19 ff, we know
that the whole creation has been greaning i labour pain
with/now, and not only the creation. But we ourselves,
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan in wardly while
we wail for adoption, the redemption of our bodjes,

In canclusion, Pongal reminds us of our inseparabie
affinity with nature and alsa our dependence on the natural
resources for our very existence which are God-given gifis
1o us.

Pongal siresses the need to develop attitudinal changes both
in dealing with our fellow

humans who toil for our betterment and in our
handling of the non-human world: the cattle and the rest of
creation. It urges us to develop a change in perspective both
in our understanding and in our praxis to promote real
harmony in conflict stricken society. It also underlines the
need to work for the restoration of the poor, the scattered.
the displaced ones, and the landless. It also reminds us of
the need to retain the fertility of the land for future
generations.

Pongal implants in us a sense of religious acceptance and
wider ecumenism and urges us both to cherish the hope of
the restoration of all things and waork for their redemption.

As we celebrate FPongal, let us allow these ideals to
peetrate into our very breath and take on a gractical shape
in order to actualise the long cherished, much awaited hope
of the restoration of all things. Pongal is, indeed, a festival
of restoration.
fRev. D. Justin Devadhasan is an alumnus of U.T.C. He
preached this message to the UTC Community on a Thai
Pongal Day. This appeared in “Masity Sevak” a Journal of
UTC, Bangalare 1999 — Abridged)

PONGAL PROMOTES RELIGIOUS HARMONTY:

Pongal is basically an agricultural_ festival which is
celebrated by millions wrespective of their caste, race a_nd
religious affiliations. Infact, in transc_ends all cultural_. ra;|al,
communal and caste barriers. Since it is a seasonal festlyal,
religious bias has no place in the geleh‘lrra_ltions. In c_elebrattr:g
Pongal, the land owner, despite his religious affiliation shares
the joy and happiness of the season with his co-farmers,
labourers, relatives and sojourners, who happgp to profess
different faiths, All join together with a rqal spirit of Panga!,
without any personal, cultural, social ana reiigious grudges
to enjoy the fruit of their God given produce. The landowner
demonstrates his openness and large heartedness by
accepting, recognising, reckoning his workers as fellow
stewards of the land.
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