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J.D.C.s. I. Church, Chankanai_

Service of Thanksgiving

A Service of Thanksgiviog
for the life and work of Mr.
Edwin Black was held at Chan-
kanai Church om 8-9.79. Rev.
Sam Thampoe, the Circuit Pastor
officiated. The Service commenced
with a Thevaram sung by Mrs.
S.]. Manickam.

The Bibls Lessons were read
by Mrs. J. M, Sabaratnam and
Mas. R. Navaratpam, Rev. A.
Jeyakumar, assistant Pastor at
Chankanai led the Litany of Praise.
Rev. S. Manopavan preached the
Sermon.

Mr. S. ], Manickam who was
the former Worker in charge at
Chankanai paying a tribute to
the late Mr. Edwin Black referred
to his meteoric rise in the pro-
fession in Sri Lanka after obtain-
ing his specialist qualifications
abroad. As Geperal Manager
of Railways and later as
Managing Director of the Bureau
of Standards, Mr, Black was one
of the few members of the
christiam church who reached
sueh peaks in  the publie
service in our country. This was
in large measure due to his
simplicity and his religious family
background which stood him im
good stead through a very strenous
life which included two assign-
ments .abroad.

At home, be held a large
place in the life of the church,
the Diocese and the community
which found in him a trusted

- friend and counsellor. His thought
for the poor in the parish made
him a greatly loved churchman.

At the end of the Setvice,
the Rt. Rev. D. ]J. Ambalavanar
unveiled a tablet in the church
in his memory, offered prayer
and pronounced the Benediction.

Science Students at
MIT Conference

Science Students (104) in
number fresh from their own pre-
conference Consultation at Wel-
lesley College, presented a sweep-
ing range of proposals, according
to the Ecumenical Pree Service
(31-7-79), to the WCC’s Con-
ference on ' Faith, Science and
the Future” at the Massachus-
sets Institute of Technology.
(12 — 24 July)

14 Student Speakers presented
positions on education, militarism
and technology, transnational
Corporations and WCC Conference
Structures.

The Students were critical of
Science education which they saw
as an elitist weapon used to pre-
serve DOWer,

The WCC conference structure
came under attack as a Western
style conference orgamisation that
rests on opinions of invited ex-
perts with vested interests tm
presuving the Status guo.

SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Godly obedience was the theme of the Eleventh
ference of South African Churches at S, Peters,
and of the rationale for the bold resolutions that

that meeting.

The Resolutions embodied :-

National Con-
Hammanskroal
emerged from

(a) Support for members committed to acts of conscientous affir-
mation of Inter-racial fellowships.

(b) Support for scheme of Solemnisation of marriages through

civil authority. Member

churches to resrict themselves to

liturgical and religions aspects.

{c) Free and Compulsory Education for Blacks.

[d) Recognition of the great suffering resulting from the policy of
"Seperate Development” and condemning all Schemes which
violate "'the justice of God”,

(e) Urging the government tocry halt to the dis

through resettlement into bantustans — “a current rural

disaster ",

Trinity College of Music,
London

Mr, Paul Goich O. B. E. has
arrived in the island as Speech
Examiner of the Trinity College
of Music, London for the Examin-
ations commenciog on 1-10-79
in Colombo at.

Mr. Gotch has -spent many
years in the service of the
British Council Middle East,
Iran, Africa, Latin America and
Europe. He has also been a

lectnrer in Drama, and also been

an actor himself and directing plays.
The Trinity College of Music
(Loondon) Examinations suspended
by the S:L.F.P. Government,
have now been allowed to be
held in Sri Lanka by the present
Government, The Examinations
will no doubt give a boost to our
Sri Lankan Youth with ambition
to attain standards in westiern
music and speech.
US Folk Singer in Sri Lanka
Coinciding with the wisit of
the Speech and Music Examiners
of the Trinity Collegp of Music,
London is the visit of Bill Crofut,
the noted US  Folk Singer,
guitarist and banpjoist, who will
be in the island for a week per-
forming in Colombo, Kandy and
Galle,

His tour has been sponsored
by the International Communic-
ation Agency of the United States
of America.

“ Survive the Rat-Race”

A Seminar on the subject
Survive the Rat-Race — a stress
on modern sicknes — was held at
the Central YMCA Fort on
Tuesday, 25th of September,
jointly sponsored by the YMCA
Adults Fitness Committee and the
Lakeside Medical Centre, Kandy.

The Seminar included a
medical clinic where tests were
done by a team of volunteer
medical personnel to determine to
what extent the participants
have been affected by the stress
of modern living.

This is the first time, we
believe, a Seminar of this nature
has been organised in our country.
We hope there will be a follow-
up programme which would cater
to the needs (pariicularly mental)
of those who display" symptcrl‘.ts
bsipg affected by the " Rat-race's

/

Women’s Summit in Israel

Mrs. Kalpana Sharma, Editor
of " Himmat News” of India was
among the 300 top women leaders
and observers from all over the
world who gathered in Israel for
four days (June 4 to June 7) at
a Conference in the Jerusalem
Hilton Hotel.

The Conference ended with
the passing of two resolutions
demanding equal rights and re-
presentation for women and a

call ‘that future confersnces on

women steer clear of political
issues,

The 1975 Conference held in
Mexico to mark the UN Inter-
national Women’s Year had de-
generated into a political pande-
monium,

Jewish Activigt Detention deplored.
At the Dinner in the Knesset

{ Israel's Parliament) the attention
of delegates was drawn to the
plight of Ida Nudel, Soviet Jewish
Activist held prisoner in Siberian
Prison Camp where all other
prisoners are men. Israeli Song-
writer, Noomi Shemer recited a
poem she had written
Jewish woman prisoner.

Private Schools

The Category of Private Non-
Fee Levying Schools in the
country Is to be given Govern-
ment Assistance- According to
news reports, twentfive of these
schools have been selected by the
Ministry of Education for assist-
ance. All teachers in these schools
within the approved cadre will be
paid by thegovernment and made
pensionable. They will also be
entitled to other benefits now
available to government teachers.
The government, it is estimated
will incur am expenditure of
Rs. 25 million on this score to
which provision will be made in
the budget.

What is yet te be knowa is
the status with regard to pro-.
motions: transfers etc. of the
teachers in the new government
assisted schools under private
management and the degree of
financial assistance available to
such sehools for their maintenance,

possession of land

The Salvation Army
MUSICAL FESTIVAL

presented by
Colombo Salvation Army Band

Friends from Jaffna i

on

Saturday 6th October, 1979

at 6 p. m.

Trimmer Hall, Jaffna

Special Guesi and Chairman :

Colonel P. W. Perera

(Territorial Commander for Sri Lahka )
Admission: Adults

Rs. 3/-
Children Rs. 1/-

All are Welcone

IN MEMORIAM

5

In EvER Loving MEMORY

OF

T. 5. MATHER

( Sama )

Born: 24-2-1934
Called to Rest: 30-9-1978

2 And in the maddening maze of

ikt'ﬂgi_;'-

When tossed by storm and food,
To one fixed ground my spirit

clings ;

I know that God is good 1™

Fondly Remembered by
Christian and Children

to the .

Requife::l

A senior sales assistant to be
in charge of the !
C. L. S. Bookshop, Jaffna

Apply to General Secretary
C. L. S. of Ceylon,
1, Consistory Buildings,
Front Steet,
Colombo 11.

before 15-10-1979, .

OBITURAY :
Mrs. E. T. Selvaratnam

Agatha Florence Selvaratnam,
wife of the late Mrs. E. T. Selva-
ratnam (who predeceased her in
was called Home en

The Service was held in her
House in Kelapg on 7-7.79 and
her mortal remains were laid to

Christian Cemetery

Kelang. Revd. James Sellamahan,
the Pastor of the Tamil Methodist
church of whieh Mrs, Selvaratnam
a member for 40 years
Mrs. G. S. Arumugams
a friend of hers gave the eulogy
testifying to her sincere, devoted
prayer life which sustaiped her
through the varied vicissitudes of
her earthly sojourn.

An account of her Memorial
Service will appear in a subseguent
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EDITORIAL
Our Exportable Man-Power Resources

Statistics of migrant man-power from Sri Lanka bﬁtll'l in the
professional grades as well as in the middle grades have in recent
years reached staggering proportions, According to news reports,

1074 Engineers left the country for employment abroad from May
1971 to December 1976 (roughly spanning the period of the last
SLFP regime in our country ).

in the medieal profession, The present
foreign personnel of
to avert a possible

It is the same story
government has been - compelled to deploy
Epgineers and Doctors and of Architects
man-power crisis in the professional cadre in the country.

we reflect that our

The exodus is all the more tragic when :
Sri Lanka, unlike

Doctors and Engineers and Architects in

perhaps in other parts of the world, have been the proc’fuct of
an educational system which has filtered the best talent in the
country into eur professional courses at the University. At least,

till the unadultérated Scheme of University Admission on merit was
first modified by the SLFP ,government for reasons of political ex-
pediency, our professional talent in Sri Lanka was comparable to
the best anywhere in the world. .

If we are to state the matter with a degree of eandeur, the
mass exodus of our best professional talent started with the attempt
of our politicians in the years 1970— 1977, to tinker with the
Scheme of University Admissions — a Scheme through which they
‘themselves reached the heights of their ambition, An urban bias
arcluded the cream of youth of the established schoolsin the No_rth and
the South, from admission to the University. The copsequent jimpact
on ' the quality ofj University Education also became disastrous.
Our educational planners failed to see that countering Yelitism’ is
one thing while maintaining standards is quite another thing.

It was this situation in the years 1970 — 77, which really
created a rationale for the export of our professional man-power
resonrces. Parents who were themselves professionals and who

naturally wished wider horizons for their children who have been
shat out from the University on an urban residential bias migrated in large
numbers from year to year, finding mot a streak of sunshine in the
political clouds that enveloped the horizons of the youth.

There are useful pointers in this dismal story of Education in
the years 1970 — 1977, for the present government to take note of,
in their blue prints for the future. Our young doctors, architects
academicians, ccientists and epgipeers, as ready-made professionals,
and other young men as potential professionals, did not become an
exportable man-power resource, of their own choice.
redneed to that state by the Educational climate from 1970 — 77,

We are happy, in this context, about the new ‘climate’ that
prevails now in the education in this country with its welcome features —
the refreshing emphasis on English, the increasing awareness of the
role of the Private Denominational Schools in the country and above
all a frank recug‘hitinn of the need for all schools to maintaintain
standards within their walls, We are also -happy that the subjectfof
University Education is to be placed before the Presidential Com-
mission for a concensus, Any discussion of the viability of "' parti-
captory democracy” in Sri Lanka has, perforce, to include all aspects
- of Higher Education for the Youth from different ethnic groups in
the country who form the backbone of the nationm,

' Justice ”, it has been said, "is truth in action”. The present
government, committed as it is, to a Dhagrmiste policy, would not
condone injustice of any kind, which would compel the Youth of any
ethnic group in this island to become an exportable man-power
resource, Many young men, both from the North and the South
of the island are today making a living and some, even a fortune
abroad but torn from their roots, it cannot be doubted, that they
have "'a futureless futurs”,

With regard to migrant Iabour, the problem iz a little different.
Dabai's, 600 million US dollar aluminium swelter, Saudi Arabia’s,
930 million US dollar hdarbour project Babrain's 500 million US
dollar dry-dock, and Qatar’s 300 million US dollar steel dlant,
depend on an unlimited supply of sweated migrant labour. It is said
that nowhere in the world is the proportion of migrant workers in
the work-force and population higher than in the gulf region,

No doubt, there are indications of a new affluence in our villages.
Bat it is an affluence which is, in a subtle manner, creating new
problems. The dlsparties in life style caused by the petro-dollar
within the social groups in the village, the future of the children
now in the grip of a new found luxury and above all, the absence
of a change of outlock and of "a deeper transformation”
petro-dollars alone cannot create, are likely to trigger
intractable evem to the most determined socielogist. :

which
situations

“The problem in the near Suture" says a writer
that of migration but how
Middle Eagst'

4 ”F'\ not
to live without migration to the

v 1 3 ]
We wonder if achieving 'an honourable style of existence' npeces.
sarily means escaping from one's own society and one's own his

. ] story.
It is more, we believe, a matter of creating a society in our country
which is capable of moulding and writlng its own history, The

testinq time is not very far off,

They were

"art, of music and more

Jaffna College Prize Day, 1979

WEANING CHILDREN FROM THE CONSUMER SOCIETY —

One of the Aims of Education : University Don.

“Let the children be taught
that in future they must grow
their own fuel on land areas that
now stand bare and unproductive.
Let the children understand that

the bare unshaded roadways of
this peninsula are semething to
be ashamed of when it is so

easy to plant a margosa tree af
every doorstep. Can this insti-
tution set itself the task of
taaching its pupils how te adjust
to life in an increasingly difficult
environment ! Can this instituition
wean the coming generation from
the unceasing demands of the
consumer society."

So said Professor K. D. Arud-
pragasam Professor and Head of
Department of Zoology at the
University of Colombo, at the
jaffpa College Prize Giving on
19-9-79 at which he was the
Chief Guest. It wasan occasion,
which had sentimental associations
for him as this year would have
been his Jubilee Year at Jaflna
College had he continued to be
on its staff from the time he
joined the Undergraduate Depart-
ment as a young lecturer in 1954,

The Tuition Industry

The Professor deplored the
present trends in education im
the country where *“the tultion
industy” commands greater respect
than the  “'formal school”™
because of the failure of the
'free official system’, The Chief
reason for the breakdown of the
official system. accordinpg to the
speaker was the phenomepon in
the country of teachers who are
“randomly itinerant .

Our cultural heritagy

The entire purpose of Edu-
cation is not merely to provide
the rising generation with means
of finding food clothing and
shelter but to acquaint them with
the great works of literature, of
recently
of Science. During the last two
decades the counitry has been
moving ‘towards a system that has
tended to ignore much of our
cultural beritage. It is time now
we revert to the old educational
tradition of producing men who
are trained not merely to occupy
working positions in our society
but men who are truly cultured,

Extracts from the Principal’s
Report

We took possession of all
our grounds and buildings after
a very joyful Thanksgiving Sorvice
on the the 9th of January thfs
year. We take shelter once again
under the majestic mahogany trees
with their historic sigpificance,
planted in 1885 to commemorate
the slection ef Governor Cleveland
as President of the USA,

First Principal of Jaffua College

President Cleveland was the
brother of Mrs, Anme Hastings,
the wife of the Rev. P, Hastings,

the last Principal of the Batti-
cotta Seminary in 1855 and the
first Principal of Jaffoa College
in 1872,

Priceless Possessions

The ancient spreading banyan

tree growing so mysteriously
around [an equally ancient Pal-
myrah tree at the entrance fto

the College, the tree under which
Rev. ([Dr.) Frank Sanders, of
Ripon, Wisconsin and & group of
young Jaffna College students
met in 1884 for prayer to found
the first student Y. M.C. A., out-
side North America is our rare
and priceless possessions again.
To ponder awhile wunder that
banyan tree and te feel the
shadow and the awe of the
Cathedral Church built in 1626
is another rare and unique ex-
perience in  historical perspective
and reflection.

' The College Home : ours ggain’

The Library with its impres-
sive portraits of great men who
served here and the Otley Hall
its gateway with the bold ins-
cription " Jesus Christ, the Light
of Life”, and filled with the
aura of the Bicknell era in and
around it, are our sacred posses-
sions again. The, Brown Field,
The YMCA Block, the Principal’s
Bungalow, the Men's and Women’s
Hostels have their ocur charac-
teristic features and deep influence
on us. They are all ours again
and with what joy we sing:
" where'er we roam, our College
home, we'll ever hold most dear.”
Welcome therefore, and rejoice
with us; for the mercy and goodness
of God endureth forever.

Reaehing Out

There is & wery appreciable
rcsponse from Students to the
Advanced Level (London) Univer-
sity Examinations. 37 students
sat for the Science Examinations
of the 'London University this
year. We also hold the OL and
AL Examinatious of the Associ-
ated Examining Board of Hamp-
shire.

There is a continuous Libs-
rary Service for the Senior School
on Week Days from 8-35 a.m,
to 9-30 p. m. Oa Saturdays the
Library is kept open in the
mornings. Teachers too have been
assigned to guide the students in
the profitable use of the resources
in the the Library.

Laboratory for English

The Daniel Poor ' Memorial
Library will be ready for use
as soon as the electrical fittings
are installed. The former Library
will then be converted into a
Language Teaching Laboratory
for English. We are now in the
process of getting expert advice
on setting this library up. We
are doing our very best to make
our laboratories and libraries ef-
fective resources for Edncation,
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