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Kankesanthurai Church Inuvil Church

A special Service of Thanks-
giving to mark the installation of
electricity at the K. K.S. Church
was held op the 25th of Decem-
ber at 4.30 p. m. The lights which
wers dedicated by the Revd. D. R.
Ambalavanar, the Circuit Pastor,
were Switched on by Mrs. D. R,
Ambalavanar, Mrs, Sam Thambu
and Mrs, Prince Ratnam. This
was followed by the lighting of
candles by the office bearers of
the K. K. S. Church Ladies Guild.

The Christmas and Holy Com-

_,muaion Service was conducted by

Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar assisted
by the Revds. N. W. G. Suguna-
rajah and Sam Thambu. A spe-
cial Prayer of Thanksgiviog was
offered by Mr. Prince Ratpam, the
Worker in Charge of the Church.
This was followed by a public
meeting held in the school hall
which was® presided over by Rev.
D. R. Ambalavanar, Rev. Amba-
lavapar in his address traced the
growth of the Chureh during the
last two years and said how God's
abundant mercies had sustained
them doring these difficult times,
A vote of thanks for all those
w_'hn el towmis the elnctri-

5. Thuraltaﬁsmgam. the Treasur

er of the Church. In his remarks
bhe made special mention of the
part played by the Worker in
charge of the Chureh and his
untiring efforts in the building up
of the Church in all spheres.
Mr. Prince Ratnam in his address
made special mention of the great
belp and guidance that was
always given to the K. K.S.
Church by the Bishep the Rt
Rev. D. ]. Ambalavanar, The
Revds. D. R, Ambalavanar, N. W.
G. Sugunarajah, Sam Thambuy,
R. Thurairajah, Director of the
Christian Communications Centre,
Rev. Sam Aifred of the Christa
Seva Asbram and all the Presby-
ters and Workers of the Jaffna
Diocese. He also mentioned ths
great part played by each and
every member of the K. K.S.
Church in building up the Church,
He thaoked also ail those who
generously contributed towards the
electricity fund. The meeting was
followed by a Fellowship Tea
proyided by the meémbers of the
Chureh.

The day's programme termi-

nated with a Prayer by Rev. R.
Thurairajah and the Benediction
pronouaced by Rev. D. R. Amba-

lavanar.
Dedication of Prayer Hall

The First Service at the new
HEvange'ical Centre at Kaokesan-
thural was held oo the 25th
of Dec.mber at 6.30 p.m. The
Sarvice was conducted by Rev.
D, R. Ambalavanar, the Circult
Pastor. He was assisted by Rev.
R. Thurairajah, Diractor of the
Christian Communication Centre
pod Mr. Prince Katoom, the

Delhi police detained recently
309 Nigerian students who were
protesting before their High Com-
mission against a Nigerian gov-
ernment decision to declare in-
valid all Indian University degrees,
except those Delhi Uni-
versily.

The Indian IExpress daily re-
ported recently that the [agos de-
cision is believed
made in order to
the number of Nigerian students
in India. There are currently
over 7,000 of them in New Delhi,
many of them in the northern
Iodian city of Chandigarh.
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Wedding

Hastings — Rajasingam

The marriage of Wijendran
Hastings, son of the late Herbert
Hastings and Mrs. H. L. Has-
tings of Uduavil and Thayalini
Rajasingam, younger daughter of
Mr. C, E. Rajasingam and Mrs
Rajasingam of Uduvil was solem-
mised at the CSI Church, Uduyil
on Monday, the 27th of Decem.
ber at 4.30 p. m.

Rev. N. W, G. Sugunarajah
officiated at the cersmony, assist-
-Sevak Bey. Sam. S. Alizad.
Rev D. R. Ambalavanar, the Pres-
byter of the Tellippalai Church,
preached the homily.
* + >

Mills — Anandarajan
Culamt son of the late Rev.
K. J. Mills, former Presbyter of
the JDCSI and of Mrs. Mills and
Sorna, daughter of Mr. and Mrs,
C. E. Anandarajan were joined in
Holy Matrimony at the St. John's
Church, Chudiculi on Monday,
December 27c¢h 1982 at 8,30 a, m,

The couple is egxpected to
leave shortly for the States.

Worker in charge of the K, K. S
Church. The new Prayer Hall
was dedicated by Rev., D. R, Am-
balavanar and a special Prayer of
Thanksgiving was offered by
Rev. R. Tharairajah,

The Prayer Hall was erected
by the members of the K. K.S.
Town Council Labour Union. It
was Very encourageing to see that
many non-Christians had rallied
round ts make all the arrange-
ments for this Service and a very
large crowd was present.

A special New Year Service
was held at Evapgelical Centre
on the lst of Jaonuary at 6.30 p. m.
The Service was conducted by
Rev. D. R, Ambalavanar assisted
by Mr, Prince Ratoam. A unigue
feature of the Service was that
at the end of the Service many
knelt down to be individualy
lilegsed by Rev. Ambalavanar.

The K. K.S Church will be
holding regular Sunday Services
at the Centreat 6.30 p,m. Plans
are alsa bsing drawn up to put
pp & Chapel here very soom.

The First Annual Dinner of
the Inuvil Church Youth Fellow-
ship was held in the Mcleod
Hospital premises on Wednesday,
December 29, 1982. The Prosi.
dent of the Youth Fellowship
Miss Sithamparappillai welcomed
the Chief Guest, Dr, | Mrs.) Jeya-
rajasingham and other guests who
included members of ths Exscu-
tive Committes of the Iouvil
Church and members of the me-
dical staff of the Mcleod Hospital.

The Youth Fellowship of the
Inuvil Church is active under the
leadership of the Young Waerker
at Inuvil, Mr. V, Rajlkumar who
has been largely responsible for
the ‘life’ he has infused into the
small Church at Inavil, one of
the younger members of the
JDCSI 'fm:nily'

The Youth Fellowship of the
Church has some 25 members,

1983 — Important Dates
in our Church Calender

Jan,
Feb,

18 — 25 Unity Week
13 Hospital Sunday
16 Ash Wednesday
Mar. 12 Jaﬂ'na Call.gga

e T
Women's Centrs
Anniversary
19 Uduvil Founder’s
Day
24 — 26 Diocesan Conpcil
Sessions
27 Palm Sunday
31 Maundy Thursday
1 Good Friday
3 Easter
23 Youth Camp
{Under 21)
15 Asia Sunday
19 —21 Whitsun Fsstival
(Ashram)
4 Evangelistic
Festival
5 Bible Quiz
16 Children’s Rally
21 Ashram
Aunniversary
1 Diocesan Festival
15 Christian Home
Festival
11 Sunday School
Examination
25 Christmas Day

April

May

June

Jualy

Aug,

Oct.

Scout Anniversary this year

The 70th Anniversary of Scout-
ing in Sri Lanoka and the 75th
Anniversary of World Scouting
will he celebrated in Sri Lanka
from February 27 to March 4 this
year.

The highlight will be the
Third National Jamboree which
will be held at Anuradbapura at
which over 3000 scouts from Sri
L.anka and 500 scouts from over-
seas representing fifteen countries
of the Asia Pacific Region will
participate.

The theme of the celebrations
is:— 'Scoutipg markes a better
world ",

at Birmingham

According to a news item wa
have received from Britain from
one of our readers, the Rt Rav.
Lakshman Wickremasinghe, tha
Bishop of Kurunegalle was the
preacher at the Longbridge Chorch,

Birmingham on Sunday, 12th of
December,

The service was well attended
by Sri Lankans who live within
& 30 miles radius. Following the
Service, there was & Fellowship
Tea in the Church Hall where
the Sri Lankaps had anm opportu-
nity to meet the Bishop,

The *Bishop in his sermon
referred to the Book of Daniel
where there are four Kingdoms
mentioned, the Kingdom of the
Lion, the Kingdom of the Bear,
the Kingdom of the Leopard and
the Kiogdom of the Beast which

in tutn symbolise Power, mani-
pulation, discrimination and re.
sentment.

There is re-birth of Christ in
our lives only when we do mot
allow power to override all other
interests when we do not mlm-
pulate or allow ourselves

ng i
ings because of our W

Christian Editors and
Writers Conference _

“What 1is the purpose of Chris-

tian periedicals? Is it a bullstin
of the Church for the Church,
These were some of the guestions
that were posed at an Editors

- and Writers Conference held at

CMS High Scheaol,
recently.

Some of the findings of tha
Conference were that a Christian
magazine is not & magazine of
the minority for the minority but
a magazine of the minority for
tbe majority”. It should have a
message to give
i, e, to the majority of nonvChrls-
tians.

Kottayam

Exodus of Labour to
Middle East

The mipimum salary offered
to a Isbourer in Saudi Arabia is
120 US Dollars or Rs, 2640 in-
clding free food, lodgiog and a
ticket to Sri Lanka every year.
2500 Sri Lankans are already em-
ployed in Saudi Arabia, accerding
to Mr. Philip W. Eagle, Projects
Co-ordinator of a firm in Sl.uﬂl
Arrbia who was recently in Sri
Lanka to interview recruits, Some
1500 were recruited in December,
1982, :

The basic qualifications are &
good knowledge of spoken English
and ability to adapt to htnh en+
viropment.

to the world .
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Prospect, 1983 The TULF Resignnlions An Appreciation
The first few days of the new year has brought to the fore The TULF decision on g 3 -l
again some of the country's awesome problems, :”""'l'f'frl‘li“ M‘T:\_"’” of Pa';}““' It was with much gelef 1
" Tamils in the mainstream of national politics" is an elusive 'IT"”I _'\_ ‘:" "__"‘“'"q II"’“‘ _[‘”' heard of the demise of Mr. Chel-
title of & news item which appears in the Sunday Observer (2-1-83) mn;mu »Irn- f1-“‘:““ 1983, “will be varajan on the 19th of Decem-
teporting a speech made by the President of the UNP Colombo Youth ::m :' ar\_urulrmc 0 Dews forth fer 1982 in U, K, It was & few
& 3 us - - &
i Golstabo, the Annual Convention in Jafl- gdays apn 1 read (o one of the

The speaker has made the somewhat startling disclosure that a
' think-tank ' consistlng of leading Tamil citizens of Colombo has been
set up in the Western Province to deal exclusively with the pro-
blems affacting the " minorities in Colombo", without reference obvious-
ly to the interests of Tamils in the other parts of the country,

We were at once reminded of an Editorial in Foreward (15-12-82)
entitled ' Backwards March!” which listed certain trends in the coun-
try which appeared to drive the people back to the pre-independent
era when 'divide and rule' was a convenient msthod by which our
colonial rulers maintained hegemony over the country,

It is not without significance that the meeting, according to the
news item, was held at Wellawatte, the nerve centre of the Tamil
community in Colombo, on 31-12-81, only eight days after the an-
pouncement of the results of the Referendum,

The meeting, perhaps, was intended as an occasion for stock-
taking on the role the Tamils have played in the " mainstream of
mational politics” with particular reference to the Referendum in Sri

Lanka held en 22-12-81.

Minister Thondaman, however, seems to have taken a more rea-
listic view of the sitnation in contrast to the emotional approach of
the President of the UNP Colombo Youth League who wishes, at
any cost, to<retain a larger slice of the national cake to the Colombo
Tamils.

The Minister appears to have been swayed by the feeling so
beautifully expressed by Senmeca in his ' Letters to Lueilliug”:i—
" Even after a bad harvest, there must be sowing”

The verdict of the Referendum in the elestoral districts of Jaffna
and Batticaloa, as we now know, indicated a striking similarity in
gradient in the voting pattern, exploding the myth which has been
built up over a period of time, that the people of the Eastern and
Northern provinces are poles apart in their political views and con-
victions.

According to the news item in Eeclamadu (2-1-82), Minister Thon.

s led a deputation to the President Jeyawardene urging him

; tﬁ' t he considers the problems affecting the Tamils of the North and

East comprehensively and not in seperate water-tight compartments as
it has been done hitherto.

We appreciate the princlple underlying this move made by a
Minister who has always been forthright and fearless in expressing
his convictions, however, unsavoury it may ba to some of his collea-
gues.

The Batticaloa verdict on the Referendum has ruffled feathers
among an iofluential section of political leadership in the Eastern
Province and wo do not know to what extent Minister Thondaman
will succeed in his well-intentioned efforts.

Whatever success attends his efforts, the Government owes a debt
of gratitude to the Minister for bringing to the surface the deeply
embedded canker in our body-politic in Sri Lanka, of creating
*““myths" with regard to the problems of the Tamil commusnity and
then weaving round those ''myths” policies and plans affecting the
futare of the community, Oae such ‘'myth” that went round dur-
ing the Referendum campaign was that a vote for the 'pot' was a
vote for ' Eelam'.

“ Moves to appease the Tamils of the North" is again the bold
headline” of a news item in The Island (3-1-83 ) which gives promi-
nence to another development by which the government is being per-
snaded to effect "a coacessionary approach' to the terrarist’ problem
in the North.

But, is it enough that Ministere of the governmient ot other pat-
ties or organisations influential with the government, just feel a mite
umeasy about the anti-terrorism laws as it operates today in the North
of the country?

The year 1983 to be fruitful should be an year when we should
see certain things sharp and plain. The most important of them all
is that the road to peace has never been through appeassment or
pegotiation from weakness.

Chauvinistic arrogance bas not paid dividends in party politics
in any dsmocratic state. In the context of the complex issues which
cenfront the npation today, the government have a tre-
mendous responsibility to harmomise conflicting interests rather thano
promote the interests of their own group.

As a Christian Weekly, we are happy that we have now at the
helm a strong leader., We are also happy that the new Parliament
will be a bady with 198 members. But this new accession of power
aud strength throws on the President and the Parliament, which the
President will control, in greater measure than before, aa awesome
Tesponsibility.

For, as Aristotle, the celebrated Gresk Philesopher, has put it:—
“'YWhat lies in our power to da, lies also in our powsr not teo do,

supporters of

na in April this year.
members have

The TULF
already submitted
letters of resigoation to the
Secretary General of the party.

their

The tollowing is a significant
comment by Tribume (18-12.82) :—

“Ag the law stands taday,
the Secretary General of the TULF
will be able to fill the vacancies
with the party's new nominees,
But the President has declared
that if the TULF rasigns en
masse he will amend the consti-
tuition and hold by-elections for
all the TULF vacated seats. This
is to make it dificult for the
TULF to eat the cake and have
it, to oppose the referendam to
please the extremists and the
Eelamiles and eontinue in the
new Parliament with its own no-
minees as MPs,

Thus the TULF leadership
is caught is a cleft stick between
the Eelam extremists (who want
no truck with Sinhala dispensa-
tions and constitutions) and its
own parliamentary ambitions even
to be an integral part of a JR —

proposed  National Governmeant
(no doubt to push it to make
concessions to the Tamil extre-
mists ),”

Grade One Admissions

Over 250,000 stodents will ba
admitted to Grade One when
schools re-open for the New Year
this year on 17-1-83. An average
of 15 new buildings, it is learnt,
have been provided in every edi-
cational district. Priority is given
to the area rule and to children

whose parents are old students of
the school.

In the case of Government
Schools, the School Development
Boards are in overall charge of
admissions while in Private Schoals,
there is a Board wlhieh advises
the Principals on the admissions,

The Government has also
made provision for an Appeals
Board to which parents with spe-
cial problems can appeal. The
government policy is to give ad-
misgion to all students of school
going age, although the parent's
choice cannot be satisfied in all
cases.

Emigration hits an
all-time high

The exodus of approximately
6.9 persons per thousands of the
country's population boosted Sri
Lanka's migration figures in
1980/81 to a new high with the
exodus of Sri Lanka nationals out-
stripping the hitherto largest mi-
gration group — the South Indian
estate labour population.

The new trend has appreci-
ably offset part of the natural
population expansion despite which
the 1981 growth rate of 1.7 per
cent indicated a eontinuity in

Christlan Weekly News Papers,
The Morning Star, that Mr. Chel-
varajan had given away one of
his daughters in marriage and
that he bad specially chosen the
hymns for the occasion,

Mr, Chelvarajan was the son
of a Pastor and has imbibed the
true Christian spirit from his early
days., To him "Duaty was sacred”
and “'work was pleasure”. He
was a dedicated teacher of Eung-
lish and he taught his students
with clarity and confidence. He
was always of a cheerful dispo-
sition and never spoke an un-
kind ward, Hs was a master in
the art of teaching Phonetics.
The subject was almost at his
finger tips. Those who learned it
grasped it well. His main con-
cern was the welfare of his stu-
dents, Even when he lay in
painful agony after surgery at the
Jaffoa Hospital, he told us, his
students to come to kis house
and that he would help us through
our difficulties, When I informed
my fellow students of his sudden
death, many of them gathered in
my house af if I had lost some-
one close and dear. His death is
an irreparable loss to everyons
who was associated with him.
We can do nothing except con-
sols one anether, -

i

Eughsh but lxhar {

g bumble and dedicated Iifa. Bl el
philosopher and

was a friend,
guide to all his students. Ht

leaves behind lingering mamarh..

to his students, His exemplary

life, Christian Principles and de-

dicated teaching have earned for
him a permanent
line of noble men who have adern-
ed the field of Education. In
this context, I am reminded of
Shakespear’s lines; —
" His life was gentle, and
the elements
So mixed in him that
“ . Nature might stand up
And say to all the world,
This was & man!”

May his Soul rest in Peace,

RENUKA NAVARATNAM,

[ This is a tribute from one of the.
students of Mr, Chelvarajon, ai
the Poly Teohmical Imsiitute im
Jaffan. The writer fs a mon™
Christian,] — Editor:

Tapid population growth im Sri
Lanka, The 1981 census disclosed
a population of 14,9 million against
14.7 million in 1980.

Net migration figures for
1980/81 approached 225,000 per-
sons while the populatien growth
staod at 250,000 persons for 1981
raising the density of population
per square kilometre to 228 per-
sons, A breakdown of the den-
sity shows a population of 816
persons per square kilometre of
cultivated lands,
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