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R. C. Church Christian Missionary

New Bishop Appointed

Fr. J. Kingsley Swampillai,
Secretary to the Bishop of Jaffoa
has been appointed Bishop of
Trincomazlee and Batticaloa, He
succeeds Bishop L. R. Anthony,
who retired owing to ill-health,

Born on 9-12.1936, at Ka-
rampan the new Bishop was an
Old Boy of St. Antony's College,
Kayts, and St. Patricks College,
Jaffoa. He was ordained priest
in Rome on 20.12-1961,

Bishop Kingsley Swampillai's
appointment follows in the wake
‘of ‘new appointments made recent-
ly 1o the Bishoprie at Anuradha-
pura, Mannar and Kandy,

Teachers of Christianity
meet at Bandarawela

Teachers of Christianity (non-
R.C.) as a subject in Sri Lan-
kan schools are mesting currently
at Bandarawela for a Holiday
Camp at which officials from the
Ministry of Education and Senior
teachers of Christianity in schools
will give guidance to the teachers
in handling the subject especially
at the AL Level,

R, - ok

ed to teachers to bring thei
milies so that’ the Seminar' cpuld
be conducted in an atmosphere
free from the pressares of daily
living.

Mr. Elme P. Wijesinghe of
the Ministry of Education opened
the Seminar which was held at
St. Thomas’ College, Bandarawela,
Mr. Wijesinghe said that it was
a tremendous respensibility that
has been put on Christian teachers
in Sri Lanka to make the gospel
relevant to meet the problems
facing the nation, -particularly in
the sphere of racisin, man's in-
bumanity to man and in the
realm of forging pational unity in
the country.

The Seminar bas been sponsor-
ed by the Christian Teacher's Guild
and the Ministry of Education,

Bishop Norman Car Sargant

The death occurred on 17.9-82
at Bristol England of the Rf. Rev.
N.C. Sargant who was Bishop
of the CSI at Karnataka Diocese
for over four decades.

He was born on 3:1-1911 at
Higbgate, London, belonging to
g family of businessmen. After
his theolegical training in Bir-
mingham he arrived in India on
2-11-1931. He was consecrated
Bishop in 1951.

He was a well informed
Church historian and brought out
8 voluine "' From Mission to Chuar-
ches ip Karpataka 1920 — 1970",

A: an Evangelist, he orga-
piged community development pro-
grammsas and relief work for the
poor aad the down trodden in the
backwird regions.

r fa- son son

engaged in relief work
for India

A 57 year old Christian Mis-
sionary fram Montreal, the Rev.
Father Garry McDonough is pra-
paring for a cress Canada speak-
ing tour to raise funds for raelief
work in India. ‘The McDonough
Soeiety for Community Develop-
ment, & non-profit making, non-
denominational bedy has already
built ten Community Centres in
the Calcutta slums and another
four in the Darjeeling mountains.

India needs a moral and spi-
ritual revolution says Father Mec
Donough, of people working and
caring for themselves as Mahat-
ma Gandhi taught them.

He now hopes to build a
massive ''transient camp” for
100,000 Bombay poor.

Father McDonough who has
spent 13 years in India as a
teacher is of opinion that Indian's
social order is collapsing and that
the country needs another Mahat-
ma Gandhi.
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of the late Mr. Aibert
Emerson and of Mrs. G. S. Emer-
son of Uduvil and Sharmini Raj-
kone, daughter of Dr. R. P. Raj-
kone and Mrs. Rajkone of 35, Bos-
well Place, Colombo 6, was solem-
nised at the Church of St. Panl
Milagiriyva on Monday, 18th of
April 1983 at 5 p. m.

The couple will shortly leave
for Babhamas (USA).

Election Operations
next month

The election to 46 local bodies
and 18 Parliamentary seats will be
held on the same day — May 78,

Local body elections in 4 areas
affacted by the by-elections ( Tan-

galle, Hambantota, Ambalangoda
and Kalutura) will be held on
May 20,

The local body elections will
be held on the basis of the pro-
portional representation system.
The by-elections will be held on
the basis of the traditional system.

There are 12 Municipal Coun-
eils and 38 Urban Councils  pool-
ing im May. Jaffna is the Muni-
cipal Council in the North while
the Urban Councils in the North
are i — Chavakachcheri, Pt, Pedro
Valvettiturai and Vavuniya,

Nearly two million of the 8.1
million registered voters are enti-

tled to vote at the eletions to
the 50 local bodies.
The term of othce of =all

Municipal and Urban Councils ex-
pires on 31-5-83.
First M. P. for Pothuvil

Mr. M, 1. Uthumalebbe, &rn
Akkaraipatiu school teacher kas

Medical Officers — M. B.B. §.

Applications are being received
from Registered Medical Graduates
for immediate employment in the
Unified Medical Service of the
Jaffna Diocese of the Church of
Saouth India, For further parti-
culars contact the Acting Medical
Superintendent, Green Memorial
Hospital, Manipay,

Applications close on 10-5 83,

Acting Medical Superintendent,
Green Memorial Hospital,
Manipay.

Obimlgz

Mrs. Sarojini Issac

The untimely death occurred
after m brief illness of Mys. Sara-
Jini Issac beloved wife of Mr.
S. J. D, Issac formerly on the
Staff of Jaffna College, Vaddu-
koddai, and presently on the Staff
of Kelonyama High School, Leso-
tho, on the 17th of March 1983,
in Miserus, Lesotho. The fune-
ral took place on the 21st of
March at the St. John’s Church,
Masera, the service being com-
ducted by the Rev. Fr, Clement,

She leaves behind,

in-law Dayanandas, a grand daugh-
ter and a sister Mrs., Saraswathy
Desai. She was the third daugh-
ter of the late Advocate and Mrs,
C. S. Rajaratnam of Kandy,

The Issacs had shifted from
Zambia where they had been for

15 years to Lesotho only in
March 10th this year.
Mr. Issac’s address is " Ko-

lonyama High School, Kelonyama,
P, O, 206, Lesotho,

IN_BRIEF

QO Sri Lanka’s first Merchant
Bank with foreign participation
opened in Celombo on 24-3-83.
When the People’s Baok went
into partnership with Guineas
Mahon and Company Limited,
Britain constituting the People's
Merchant Bank Ltd, — the first
jeint wenture in Sri Lanka bet-
ween a local and an interna-
tional bank.

O The University of Perade-
niya has decided to have an
admission examination for the
selection of |0 candidates te
follow the BSc ( Agriculture)
Degres Course, frem empleyees
in the Agricultural Sector with
five years axperiesnce. The dura-
tion of the course is Four years.
Candidates should have a mini-
mum qua fication to sit for the
Admission Examioation,

boen norcinited 1st MP for Pot-
tuvil by the UNP. He fills the
vacancy corated by the resigna.
tion of Lr. M. A. Jalaldeen,

besides ]
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FOR ADVERTISEMENT'
Apply to

The Manager,
" Morning Star ', Vadduke .
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JAFFNA CHRISTIAN UNION
Asia Sunday United Service

15 May 1983, 5 p. m.

ST, PETER’S CHURCH, JAFFNA
Preacher ;
The Rev. Kenneth Fernando

All are welcome

JAFFNA CHRISTIAN UNION
D. T. Niles Memorial Fund

Applications are invited from
seholars for fipancial assistance
to carry out programme of research

study in the fiald of religion and

society, with special emphasis on
Jaffaa or Sri Lanka, and using
CISRS ( Ashram, Chunnakam ),
Jaffoa College and Jaffaa Univer-
sity libraries. Apply stating your
qualifications, and study proposal,
estimated cost and duration of
the programme to :

Rev. S. N Sugunapanthan
or
i A, Kadirgamar Esqr,

Joint Treasurers, D. T. Niles Fund
Vaddukoddai,

Post ;— Draughtsman com Build-
ing Supervisor.

Qualifications:— Candidate should
have recogaised qualfications
in Draughtsmanship and Build-
ing Construction.

e

Experience: — Adepuate offics and
field experience; and prefer:
ably teachiog experience is
required.

Salary: Negotiable,

Apply to:— Director, Jafina Col.
lege Technical Institute. Vad-
dukoddai before 10-5-83.

21-4.83. DIRECTOR.

[

IN MEMORIAM

In LovinG MEMORY

OF

Santhamalar Balaratnam
7-5-79

Thou you are out of
our sight and care
you are not out of
our Love and Praysr.

Sadly Missed, but afectionately
remembered by her leved ones.

Called to rest:

'Santha Vasa’,
Nuoavil East,
Chavakacheheri.
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EDITORIAL
The Local Parish Ministry

It was G. K. Cesterton who once said that if we want to make
a thiog vital, we must make it local.

With the General Trapsfer of our Workers in the Jaffna Diocese
of the Church of South India, taking effect from 1-5-83, the subject
of the local parish ministry obnce again assumes sharp focus.

We have often heard old timers among the

assert that there is no substitute for the
of the vicar,

local congregation
traditional parish ministry
" wearing out a good deal of shoe:leather .

An article entitled ' Why the minister should ¥isit' in The Ceylon
Churchman [ January — February 1983] will put new heart into them.
Says the writer who is himself a clergyman: —

" A minister who is too busy to conduct ordinary human
conyersation with ordinary people in their homes is as grave &
problem as a doctor who fails to use a stethoscope. Metaphorically
or literally neither is capable of truly hearing what is going on,
inside his folk."”

At the same time an overdoing of routine parish visitation and
pre-occupation with parish chores at the expense of other important
parish functions which call on the time and talent of a clergyman
is deplored in a sigmificant comment in the Report issued by an All
Island Conference on Evapgelism, convened by Dr. D. T. Niles in
1953.

The following are excerpts from a section of the Report which
in many of its salient points is, we note, well ahead of itz time:—

*There is a tendency today for Christian homes to lose their
Churchness. If there is a birthday, the parish priest must come
and say a prayer ..... If the foundation stone is being laid for
'n pew house or a wedding anaiversary is celebrated, the Minister
of the Church must ceme and conduct a prayer meeting. Why
cannot the members of the home get together and pray, the father
or mother leading the home in prayer. The Minister is not
peeded to make the home function as a Church in all thess
several ways.” [taken from So Send I you]

The crux of the matter is that as Ministers of the Church and
as parishioners constituting a congregation, we have today to '’ disenth-
ral” ourselves with regard to our conception of the dimensions of
the loeal parish ministry.

" A parish is essentially “a unit of the Kingdom of God in a
lcelllt!" and as such it has today & séruggle in which the Minister
and the congregation have to be active participants.

Basic to this struggle is the fearless stand for truth taken at the
local level in aoy local situition against widespread corruption, or
oppression of Whatever 'hue'-—wl_leth_ar_ it be violation of human
rights, eccanomic exploitation or soeial injustice.

Bisbop Leslie Newbigin expressed the whole thrust of a parish
ministry. in the following simple words: “ The question to be asked
about every congregation is mot how big it is or hf’" fast it is grow-
ing but what difference it is making to that bit of the world in
which it is placed . (ltalics are ours).

The whole unsavoury catalogue of events in recent times in maay
parts of the North, reminds us how‘thenratically rigid is ouar assump-
tions of human problems at the parish level and h.ow little the local
Christian parish bas done to alleviate human suffering at that level,

Egocentric attitudes on the part of lay leaders on what they e’
pect from a Minister of the Church, as well as the grossly inflated
attitudes of Ministers of the Church with regard to their vocation,
should both be subsumed at the local parish level under the great
task which both the lay leaders and Ministers of the Church have
to share, of ' meaningfully relating human predicament to the Lordship
of Christ".

In the words of Evanston (we refer to the Second Assembly of
the WCC):— "“To the huogry and the poor, to those in bondage
and social disorder, the Chureh must be the servant of that Lord
who healed all mannsr of diseases and proclaimed liberty to the
captives'.

New attitudes and new approaches are necessarty to make the local
parish ministry ‘vital' in our church life. “ The dogmas of the quiet
past are inadequate for the stormy present ", said Abraham Lincolin,
" We must think anew, act anew we must disenthral ourselves.”

Sri Lankan Don Wins barati University at Shantinike-
Asi Award tan [ West Bengal). He also
_am served as an Ambassador of Sri

. : Lanka in France.
Thig year's Asian World Prize

instituted by the Mabakavi Ku.
maran Asan Memorial Associa-
tion has been won by Dr. Ediri-
wera  Sarathchandra Professor
Emeritas University of Peradeni.
ya, who was a student of Visva:

The Prize would bas present-
ed to Dr, Sarathchancra on April
27 by the Indian Mipister of State
for External Affairs.

Mabakavi Kumaran Asan was
a noted Malayalam poat,

The Bread of Life

(A Bible Study on theme of the
WCC Assembly )

{ Continued from 15.4.83 isswue)

Jesus Christ, the Life of the

World."

The Bread of Life
{ Text Mark 85:1—19)
The study of the image of
bread as it appears in this text
may bs developed along the fol-

lowing lines ;—

(1) Jesus, the disciples and the
people found themselves in a de-
sert where no food was available,
a sitnation of danger of life
(Cf Exod. 16),

(2) We have a picture here of
the effective compassion of Jesus
in the face of human need, in
contrast to the helpless perplexity
of the disciples. In anothet ac-
count in Mark 6, Jesus expresses
his compassion for the multitude
who were "like sheep before a
shepherd ",

(3) Jesu's command that the
people be seated, his giving thanks
to God and his breaking bread —
all these follow the pattern of a
normal Jewish meal but they re-
mind us further of the eucharis-
tic meal ( Mark 14;:22—25).

(4) The astonishing fact is that
through the people’s sharing of
what they bad, there was suffi-
cient food for all. This sharing
bappened because Jesus was pre:
sent with them. At the very be-
ginning of his ministry, Jesus had
rejected the idea of preducing food
without such a process of sharing,
dismissing it as one way of tempt-
ing God ( Matt, IV —1II).

(5) ‘Everybody ate enough and
had enough’ (V—8) is rem-
miscent of Elisha's feeding of a
hundred people (2 Kings IV —
42—44), God's gifts are for all
and are always available in abun-
dance. It is not wasteful afflu-
ence but satisfying sufficiency that
God provides for his people.
After the meal, the leftovers were
collected: there was no waste.

(6) According to Mark, the
disciples did not understand the
significance of the Miracle. Apart
from failing to see that Jesus
can abundantly provide in a differ-
ent situation of need (VV. 14 —
21), they missed the fact that
Jesus, being on his way to the
cross, was at the very heart of
the miracle, sharing and giving
bimself for feeding them (VV.
31— 33). This dawned on them
orly gradually, as they followed
bhim through to his cross and re-
surrection.

{7) The gospel
the meaniug of the feeding of
the multitudes tn Jesus wards,
‘I am the bread of life’ (John 6,
35— 41). Those who eat of the
bread which Jesus gives will live
for® ever. Jesus offers this bread
of life which is his own “body.
The encharistic overtones are claar.
It is in the eucharist that we share
in the life of Christ given for others,
We share our lives with ons
another and with the world.

(8) Jesu's miracle of feeding
should mot overshadow what might

of John gees

The Jaffna College
Miscellany ( 1982 )

A striking pbhenomenon of the
Jaffna College Miscellany of 1982
is the prominence given in its
pages to the activities of the
Jaffoa College Technical Institute
coming up with new impressive
buildings not merely changiog the
skyline alopg Araly West, but
also the hopes and aspirations of
the youth of the villages round
Vaddukoddai to whom =& comple-
tion or non-eomplstion of an aca-
demic course at Jaffua College
need not be now a dead-end.

The syllabuses of the Tech-
nical courses have now been up
graded to the standard of the City
and Guilds of the London Insti-
tute. Much of this spurt of de-
velopment is due (as Mr., Nesiah,
the GA, the Chief Guest at the
Institute Day (27-9-82) had
stated to Messrs. R. Rajanayagam
and G. D. Somasundasam, who
laid stone upon stone to raise the
edifice which now eould hold its
own and compete with any other
Technical institute in the country,

Hostel accommodation for
students is already under way and
we are happy to note that 9
students with a Warden who is
a member of the staff have already
moved into the completed wing
of the Hostel.

Jaffoa College, the parent stem
is now throwing opsn its portals
to a larger clientile of students —
children from the JDCSI * homes”’,
requiring a much needed lift in

minations.
A variety of interests is dis-

played in the articles in the ‘stu-

deuts’ ssction. We are happy to
read student acconsts of trips te
‘The peak of the Lords' in Sri
Lanka as well as "a Holiday in
Rhineland ', of pop lyries and of
English Composers and Romantie
Poets and in the Tamil section, of
the rich oontribution made by
students of the Batticolla Semipa-
ry to the development of our
own Literature and culture,

The ‘ Miscellany ' also reflects.
in its pages the aim of the Col-
lege to launch out on a new
Educational Extension Project at
Suthanthirapuram in the form
of a youth ssttlement scheme
which could be "“a finishing schoal”
to the work of the Jaffna College
Agriculture Institute (and other
similar institutes in the North),

The multi-faceted character of
the educational service attempted
by Jaffoa College is without doubt
a streak of sunshine in our other
wise sombre horizen. "

In brief

Q The TULF General Coumncil
has decided that the Party's
next Convention will be held in
June (Juoe 24 —25).

be called the miracle of the
Church — the people of God shar-
ing in the body of Chrise.

[Courtesy: NCC Review of India.]
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