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Service of Installation

Dr. C. 8. Mills, Acting Medi-
cal Superintendent, Green Hospital,
Manipay was installed by the
Bishop, the Rt. Rev. D.]. Amba-
lavanar at an impressive service
held at the Manipay Church on
24-4.83 at 430 p. m

Rev. D. R. Ambalavapar com-
menced the Service with the In-
vocation and also led the Litany.
Dr. Henry Rajaratoam, a member

-+ «-afthe-family, read the Bible Les-

sen. The Bishop preached the
Sermon and also led the Litany

of Dedication and offered the
Dedicatory Prayer.

The Sermon was on the
text:— ‘I am come that they

may have life and have il 'more
abundantly’ (John X 10).

Speaking on the various di-
mensions of Christian medical
service, the Bishop said that our
Lord always sought to make peopls
‘whole’. Jesus did not merely tell
the paralytic who was let down
through the roof of a house
.lhsm fomlm yﬂn s (s.

-hn cured lnm of hm u.:Lmunt giv-
ing tangible proof that the man
has been relieved also of his suffer-

ing and pain.

To make a person ' whole’,
it is very mnecessary for omne in
the medical service not merely to
be well versed in his, own disci-
pline but also, as the mariners of
old, to look "above’ for direction,
when squalls and tempests rock
their boats.

It is good to recollect on an
occasion like this, the ezample
set for our young medigal recraits
by our own pioneer medical mis-
siomaries as Dr. Scudder (who
started in 1920, the first Dispen-
sary at Papdaiterruppu). Thess
early pioneers not only prescribed
medicines but also prescribed them-
selves freely to their patients.
They did not perform their duties
[like dressing wounds, even of
lepers) for the love of money
but for the love of Christ. They
came with one compelling motive
—ta give people in Asian coun-
tries ‘life’ and in abumdant mea-
sure.

Addressing the younpg Doctor
to be installed, the Bishop said
that he was happy to officiate ar
this Service in which a lad whom
he bad known 20 years
ago as & Sunday School boy at
the Manipay Church, when he
( the Bishop) was a Presbyter at
Manipay, I8 now assuming res-
ponsitle duties at Greer Msmo-
rial Flospital, Manipay,

almost

The New Doctor comes inic
the [raedical service of the hdis-
sion with a rich tradition behind
him. Four generations look upon
him 5 he begins his task and

Samﬁry- of ri_u__ Dimmn Coun-

A Minister of the

Church for

28 years

(1955 — 1983)

Rev. N. W. G. Sugunarajah
Presbyter of the JDCSI, passed
away on 3-5-83 after a brief ill-
ness, shortly after he moved with
his family te his new station,
Chavakachcheri. The last station

" he served was Uduvil,

Career

Rev. Sugunarajah joined the
service of the Diocese in 1955
uftor the completion of his Theo-
logical ‘trainibg at Bangslore and
his first Church was Pungudutivu.

He was ordained Deacon in
September 1957 and Presbyter in
March 1961, During the period
1962 — 63, he followed a y&ars
post-graduate course at the Prince-
ton Theological Seminary, New
Jersey. USA, At the completion
of the course he obtained his
Masters Degre in Religious Edu-
cation.

He was Director of the Re-
ligious Education Board of the
Diocese for eight years 197z —
1979, He was elected General

sessions held in March,

He bas been now for many
years the Tamil Editor of the
Morning Star.

Tribute

The Funeral Service was
held at the Chavakaechcheri Church
at 3 p.m. on 5-5-83. The Rt.
Rev. D, ]J. Ambalavanar, the Bishop
of the Diocese led the Service,
He was assisted f)y Rev. D. R,
Ambalavanar and Rev. S, N. Su-
gunanandan.

The Bible Lesson was read
by Rev. A. Jeyakumaran, the pew-
ly elected Secrstary of the JDCSI
Mlnisters' Unian. The Udavil
Girls" 3chool choir rendered the
anthem " Lead me gently home
father, lead me gently home".

Bishop Ambalavanar preached
the Sermon on the text ' Be not
thou therefore be ashamed of the
testimony of our Lord nor of me,
his prisoner but be thow pariaker
of the afflictions of the gospel
agcecording to the power of God"
[1I Timothy & |.

In a2 moviog
tribute, the Bishop referred to the
time when he and the departed
Presbyter joined the Ministry to-
gether in 1955\and were ordained
Deacons together in 1957 along
with a third candidate.

and touching

Rev. Sugunarajah, the Bishop
said, was one who felt truly eall-
ed 1o be a Minister of the Church.

thic would be his greatest chal-

lenge.

concluded with
@, Thoun

The Service
the hymn ‘' Guide me,
CGreat Johorab ",

Rev. N. W. G. SUGUNARAJAH

“He knew with St. Paul that his
calling was “‘not in wvirtue of our
works but in virtue of His own
purpose and grace He gave us
in Christ Jesus™

As a Minister of the Church
he was willing to take his " share
of suffering for the gespel”. His

punsahl]:tlas wera a grust source
of stremgth to the Diocese at a
time when adequate personnel was
the need of the hour to meet the
ever increasing needs of the Dio-
cese,

Rev. Sugunarajah was not
only prepared to take on additional
responsibilities but went a step
further to seek perfection in the
tasks assigned to him by taking
care of even meticulous details.

By nature he was not emo-
tional or demonstrative, Even
when he brought some happy
pews about the suecess of a mem-
ber of his family, he was casual
about it. When asked about the
peculiarity of his manner of re-
porting such news he would only
reply "' 1 am giving you this news
because I have my feelings about
them

A suitable epitaph which as
Ministers of the Church of the
JDCSI, we could put on the
grave of the departed colleague is
one which a loving wife put on
the grave of her husband:—

“We have loved; we love;
we shall love ",

Interment at Uduvil
The students and stafl ef

Udnvil Girls' School lined up on
either side of the road opposite
the Uduvil Church and paid their
last respects to the departed Pres-
byter as the casket arrived from
Chavakaehcheri.

The Choir and parighioners
then joined the procession to the
Uduvill Church burial grounds
where the committal rites were
performed by the Iishop, the
Rt. Rev. D, ]. Ambalavanar, as-
sisted by Rev, S, N, Sugunapan-
dan,

_humll.lty of spmt and his mll-
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A Layman's Tribute

Myron Niesley, California te-
bor was, it is said, the highest
paid radio singer in the world,
He received five pounds for sing-
g one note — the final and top
omé of a theme song which others

in the chorus cannot hit 80 par-
fectly,

In the Jaffaa Dioceze of the
CSI Rev. N. W. G, Suguoarajah
sang one ‘note’ perhaps which
others cannot hit sa eljtly—
the "note’ of hard, sustainad
at the office level to kﬁp Ihl
diocesan machinery moving ooth-
ly. A sigofheant trait &;
Ministry was that he luhwd’
slovenness of any Lind in the dis-
charge even of his routine cherss
as a Minister of the Church.

The Sanday Morning Church
Services every week at Uduyil
are plaoned with meticulons eare
with every detail attended tos
even the modulation of the pub-
lic address system. The 'beauty’
of the services was also due to
the image he himself projected ms
a Presbyter of the Diocese. He
did make it a point always te
appear in the pulpit, 'alive and in
colonr .

p:aca whinh no one: mﬁﬂ Imt
that person aad ab tlznt time."

—C.E.R.

IN BRIEF

O Prime Minister Bob Hawke
bas told Australians tao tighten

their belts to help the nation
through its gravest economic
crisis, in 50 years, Unsmpley-

ment rate is just over 10 per
cent and inflation is 11 per cent.

O Travel Agents ond Holeliers
in Sri Lanka are nervous about
g possible slump in IulL nnd
August (the months of French —
arrivals) if the French govarn-
ment imposes its decision to
limit the amount a tourist could
take out of the country to
1500 franks or 280 US Dollars.

IN MEMORIAM

IN LoviNng MEMORY
OF

Mercy Nesaratnam
Paramanantham

Born: 30-1-1926
Died: 18-5-1978

SADLY Missed, but affectionately
remembered by her husband,
sons, daughters, daughters-in.
law, grandchildren and loved
ones.

279, R. A. de Mel Mawathn,
Colombo - 3.
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The Role of Jaffna College

An Extract from the Principal's Report
read at the College Prize Giving
(10-3-83)

Jafina College has been called
upon to play significant roles in
education from time to time and
the debates and discussions on its
present role has not ceased. It
bas been an ongoing debate ever
since the College’s predecessor the
Batticotta Seminary was founded
in 1823, The College was =2
Seminary and for most part a
secondary school, then a college
affiliated te the Calentta and
Madras Universities and for some-
time with an adjunct an under-
'lndu,atu departmert preparing
students for the external examin-
ations of the London and Ceylon
universitiss. The College now has
& well established Technical and
Agricultural and a Christian Study
Institute and splendid libraries
with .. expanding = resources for
learning. The Eoglish madium
classes in the form of the London

. Ordinary Level and Advanced
Level classes have been re-intro-
duul‘l-

There are sporadic requests
now for private English medium
classes at all levels and for private
medical and engineering colleges,
and we bave in principle accepted
the task of establishing educational
enterprises for the lesser privileged
in the Kilinochehi area. We
posses the patience and willingaess
to listen to these debates, dis-
cussiens and reguests ; the wisdom
and energy to pioneer the more

- feasible -pﬁ,”m&'-by-- findipg - the
personnel and funds and will

SR e e

the ongoing debate as ta what
our role should from time to
time. “Jaffna College always was
conscious of the special needs
of the community "', said Professor
Indrapala at his Prize-Day speech
a few years ago. We are happy
that we are kept on our toes to
coustantly evaluate ourselves' and
to respond to changes and needs
_nd we accept with gratitude the
generous  compliments paid to
us that we have the potential in
men and matters to do so.

But let us not forget that
the potential to do so arises from
the faet that we have always had
& good school of quality here,
the firm base from which the
significant debates arose and there-
fore, our primary task is to conti-
nue to run that school to the hest
of our ability and I have just
given you a brief outline of the
routine work the school is involved
in,

If I should mention in Passing,
that the debates in the Brother.
hood had significant role in the
formation of the Jaffoa Youth
Congress and editors of the Young
Idea and debatorsin the Academy
are today successful professors-
parlimentarians, lawyers and news,
paper editors,

The good old schaol as an
educational institution is the faith.
ful vshicle and ally of humanity
in ths struggle to aciquire koow-
ledge, culture and education. It

15 {rue that several " radical
critics” hbave galoed easy and
Popu ar applauses and repute gg'

" ingovators " in assaulting boldly
the school s an idea and ingti-

ary ", “conservative ” and

DOST

Church events in brief

House of Hope, Innvil

The Kitchen Block of the
" Honse of Hope” ( Home for
Disabled Children ) was declared
open by the Rt. Rev. D. J. Am-
balavanar, the Bishop on 23-4-53
at 4.30 p. m,

Foundation of new Church huilding —
Colombo

An important event in the
history of the Colombe Church of
the J.D.,C.S.1. took place on
Thursday, the 28th of April. The
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavapar laid
the foundation stonme for the new
Church: building at Frances Road,
Wellawatte. The property was
purchased for the Colombo Church
by the Diocese at a cost of more
than 1.6 million rupees. The
Church hopes to build the Church
building within a few months
time, The Diocese and the mem-
bers of the Church are engaged
in raising the necessary funds.

Obstetrician for Green Menorial
Hospital

Dr. (Mrs.)) D. J. Ambalavanar,
F.R.C.0O.G. has joined the staff
of the Green Memorial Hospital
as Consultant in Obstetrics &
Gynaecolegy from the beginning
of May. Dr. Ambalavanar served
in the same capacity in the Ame-
rican Mission Hospital at Bah-
rain  for the last four years,
Prior to that she had served both

" reaction-

4

tution using the label

the
to

ist”. Education involves

transmission from generation
generation of tried aad tested
oppinions and experiences, and
therefore, is no more conservative
than the use of tried and tested
medicines by the medical profes-
sions, or the tried and tested
format of experiences in a wor-
ship service in church, It is
admitted that certain types of
school and certain forms of teach-
ing are open to criticism, Many
aspects of schooling call for a
complete overhaul and Invite re-
forms, but that does not mean
that we should attack the role of
the school as a social institution,

We are happy that Jaffoa
College like many a geod schoo]
in this country has stood the test
of time as an institution of superh
quality. We cherish the fraternal

relationships we haye with our
counterparts and thers is much
that we can learn  from each

other, These relationships upfor.
tunately bave become so weak and
it is a pity that the
Headmasters Conference of Cey-
lon is .defunct today and
country has lost the solld

ence and the testad and conpsi-
dered opinions ip Education of
men that really matter, for
siderable time
we welcome the revival of the
Council of Christian Education in
the North and wish it well. We
at Jaffoa College will EVer remain
faithful to the rgje of the school
and keep our mindy

Prestigions

the
influ-

& con-

Dow. Therefore,

Cpen to re.
levant innovations, Let the de.
bates go on, for the task of edu.
cation is an Unfinished ope apd

its goals an eterpal Pilgrimag

B

elit-

at McLasod HHospital, Inuvil and
Green Hospital, Manipay.
New Diocese in the C, S. I,

The new Diocese of East

Kerala wae set up on Easter day,
3rd April, 1953 marked by a Ser-
vice of Iloly Communion at the
Melukavu Christ Church in East
Kerala, This Diccese has been
calved out largely from the for-
mer Central Keral Diocese of
the C.S.1. The area of this
Diocese is situated in the high
range region of the Revenue Dis-
tricts of Ernakulam, Idukki and
Kottayam., It is expected that
the formation of this Diocese will
greatly help towards an effective
Pastoral Ministry and Evangelis-
tic work in the Churches in the
area.

Inuvil Church

The first Confirmation Service
at the Inuvil Church of the
J.D.,C.S.1. took place on Sun-
day, the lst of May at the Iau-
vil Chureh. The Bishop, the
Rt. Rev. D, J. Ambalavanar con-
firmed 14 candidates at the Ser-
vice. At the end of the Service
the newly constructed Vestry of
the Church was dedicated by the
Bishop. This Vestry was cons-
tructed through the generous grants
of the members of the Chureh
and of some of the Doctors who
bad served at McLeod Hospital,
Inuvil in the past. Thess Ser-
vices were followed by a Feallow-
ship Tea. Mr. V, Rajkumar who
was Worker in Charge of the
Church proposed a Vote of Thanks
expressing gratitude to all those
who bad helped to make the
Vestry a reality,

The Kankesanthurai
Harbour

The Kankesanthuraj Harbour
Project, undertaken by Lanka
Cement Ltd, Kankesanthuraj bas
seen partial completion at a cost
of Rs. 70 million, Ezporting salt

to Bangladesh is one of the
purposes for which the habour
was constructed,

The transport of passengers

between Kankesanthurai and Tu-
ticarin will be possible when the
babour is fully completed. The
ships that will ply from Tutico-
rin will be under the manage-

ment of Jaffna District Develop-
ment Couneil,

Protestant Clergyman wins
Presidential Medal of Freedom

Evangelist Billy Graham, the
only Protestant clergyman to have
won the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the highest civil award
of the American Government,

Was
presented the honour in the East
Room of the White House on
February 23 along with eleven

other prominent American’s follow-
ing a Presidential luncheon
reacipients and a faw friends,

for

The Medal is awarded to those
who bave performed exceptionally
meritorious service to US in the
interests of world peace or other
Public endeavours,

Dr, Martin Luther King was
made a posthumous recipient,
Since the inception of the awards,
in 1945, madals have been given

to 209 people.

Salvation Army Completes
100 Years

The Salvation Army has com-
pleted 100 years in India. The
‘Army ' works in 83 countries of
the world, preaching the Gaospel
in 112 languages with 15,000
places of worship. The Salvation
Army has also a work force of
25,000 officers. The outreach work
is carried out by 2400 instituitions
which include 750 educational Ins-
tituitions. The present Budget of
the work around the world is said
to exceed 10 crares per anpum,

Obituary
Mr. E. K. Thiagarajah

We regret to record the
death which occurred on Monday
(25.4-83) of Mr. E. K, Thiaga-
rajab, Retired Teacher, of 363,
Clock Tower Road, Jaffoa. Mr.
Thiagarajah sinee retirement asst-
ciated himself more actively wl&
Church work. He has been till
recently a contributor to the Tamil
pages of the Morning Star,

The Funeral Service was held
at his residence on Tussday
(26-4-83) Rev. H. R. S, Jeya.
chandran, Minister of St, Peter’s
Church, Jaffoa officiated at the
Service and the remains were in-
terred at the Methodist Church
buorial grounds at Koddady,

He leaves behind besides his
wife, Lydia Sellammah ( retired
Head Teacher) four daughters —
Mrs. Esther Jegasothy, Mys, Joyee
Rajasekaram, Ruth ini,

1a Mythili and three sons, Rey

Daniel S. Thiagarajah [ Ny “1
Church, JDCSI ), Joseph Kunalan
{UK) and Christie Thayalan (UK).

The Bread of Life

(A Bible Study on theme of the
WCC Assembly)

( Continued from our lasi isswe )

" Jesus Christ, the Life of the
World.”

The Bread of Life in Today's World

(1) *Man does not live by br
alone’ (Dent. 8:3). What wnﬁg
be the meaning of this verse to
poor Christians? And to rich
Christians ?

(2) " Oune balf on one per cent
of one year's world military ex-
panditure  would pay for all the
farm eqipment needed to increase
food production and approach salf-
sufficieney in food deficit low-in-
come countries by 19g90." What
are the implications of this (taken
from the Brandt Report, North —
South) fer the churche's minis.
try today ?

(3) What is the significance of
the eucharist in g community of
faith where the rich and poor
worship  together (I Cor, 11.
17 —33 : James 2: I5—18).

(4) What possibilities do you
see in your copgregation for be-
coming sensitive to and creating
in dealing with the various aspects
of people’s hunger (Acts II
42 —47),

[Courtesy: NCC Review of India.]
{ Concluded )
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The 36th Annual Sessi?ns
of the Diocesan Council

Questions and Answers, shar-
ing of views and ideas, pleasant
musings and angry words, appre-
ciation and criticism, sounds of
Jaughter aud amusement and sounds
of heated argument, words of en-
couragement and words of dis-
couragement, - pelicies new and
policies old —all these contribute
to the making of a successful
meeting. All of these took place
in place in good measure at the
Diocesan Council Annual Sessions
held recently and one feels that
the meeting WASs & Ssuccess,

Waea who were present at the
sessions noted expressions of new
ideas and suggestions and found
that we had to readjust our way
of thinking. We could no longer
wallow in well worn ideas and
traditional patterns of work., Some
of lus wers rudely awoken to the
fact that we had to move forward
with the world. i

We were able to note the
continued and immense growth in
the spiritual life of the Diocese.
We now have more new churches
in our Diocese with the premise
of the formation of more chur-
ches in the near future. We have
been witnesses for Christ not only
through evangeliation. We have
borne witness through service to
our community.

"1 don't kmow what your
destiny will be. But one thing [
know — the only ones among you
who will really be happy are those

- who have sought and found how

to serve. I have found a place
of service. That is enough for

anyope.” says A. Schweilzer,

The projects at Varany and
Kilinochi serve people not only of
those areas but outside of them
too, offering employment to the
unemployed, contributing to the
welfare of the people and above
all by playing a significant part
in this worldwide mission of pro-
gress and development.

Service to orphans, to the
poor, the destitus and the handi-
capped is another sphere which
the Diocese has ventured into.
Care and affsction are bestowed
upon these children in the ' Homes'
at Inuvil, where arcund 30 phy-
sically hadicapped children are
cared for and treated for their
defects, at Manipay, Vaddukoddai
and Pandeterruppu where about a
huadred and sighty children are
educated and otherwise cared for,
Day care centres have besg esta-
blished at Dalft, Murikandy and
Chettikulam in  each of which
there are approximately sixty
children are taught to enjoy life
and to make their lives useful not
only to themselves but
others.

also to

Time and again some

mem
bers of the Council voiced thair
doubts about Pastors being in.
volved in these projects. After

careful thinking and analysis and
much discussion it was felt that
Pastors who cater te the spiritual
needs of their parishoners are the
ones who will also know and
understand the materil needs and
Wwants of the people they serve,
It is but right that Pastors who
are  Christ's mesgengers should

The Middle East EL Dorado

According to the UN Econo-
mic and Social Commission for
Asia and Pacific (ESCAP) migrant
worker's cash has helped to reduce
chronic balance of payment deficits
in the region,

Pakistan earned 2.2 billion
US dollars of migrant money in
1982 as against 1,2 billion dollars
in 1978, India's share was L.4
billion dollars in 1979 as against
1.1 billion in 1978, S8ri Lanka's
migrant income rose in 1931 to
228 million dollars five times the
amount it earned earlier. Thailand
has 478 million dollars of migrant
remittance. Bengladesh has tre-
bled the remittance she received
from 115 million dollars in 1978
to 334 million dollars in 1982.

JDCSI Boards

Uduvil Girls' College Beard

The Bishop; The Principal;
The Manager; Rev. Sam Thampoe;
Miss Ruth mann; Dr. (Mrs.) D. J.
Ambalavanar; Mr, C. ], Eliatham-
by; Mr, G, S. Arnold; Mr. A.

Rajasingam; Dr. (Mrs,! A, C. Ca-
nagarajab;  Mrs, W. L, Jeyasin-
gam. :

take active part in sych service
to their people —for if they were

only able to nurture the spiritual

life of their parish and not able
to guide them and help them in
their day to day life, their minis®
try couldn’t bear much fruit. We
realised that as Christians we
should involve ourselves in “social
service, thus promoting the wel.
fare and happiness of those around
us,

The need for change in the
existing order and the willingness
to adopt new ideas were express-
ed in the unanimous acceptance
of the pew provision in the Cons.
titution which allows any member
of a Church holding any of the
three offices of Secretary, Trea-
surer and Delegate to serve with-
out a break of at least one year
for 2 maximum period of six
eonsecutive years only. This ne.
cessitates changes of idealogies
and gives a chance of participa-
tion in the administration of the
churchs, to more members of the
Chureh,

: .Man_v expressed their appre-
ciation to the Bishop who hag
led the Diocese towards progress
both in its epiritual life and also
in its concern for servica to the
community.

We belong to @ progressive
world —a world which wants to
achieve greater things —a world
which will strive till it attains the
very bast. Thig vear's Council
Sessions planted firmly in our minds

the realisation that although a
small Diocese in a tiny p#rt of
this world, we tog must © teach
out and join this worldwide march
forward, towards the ultimate goal
of Christ's Kingdom n cnr:.h..
““We should 50 live and
labour ino o time that what came
as seed n'y go to (e next ge-
neration .s blossom acd {hat -.~.-"l.ml
t:a.nn.: to u: as blogsem may go
to them as fruit. Ths what we
mean by piogress.” — j. W. Bee-

cher,

Shiranee Mills,

The Christian Institute
for the Study of Religion
and Society

The Christian Institute, situa-

ted at the Christa Seva Ashram
premises, Maruthanamadam, bas
planped out a  series of dia-

logues on the subject ' The Mother-
hood of God'. Seminars are to
be held on the above subject and
leaders of different religions and
denominations will be invited to
address such seminars. Rev. D. R.
Ambalavanar, a Project Secrefary
of the Institute is in charge of
this programme.

The first Seminar on ' The
Motherhood of God’ was address-
ed by Miss Thangammah Appa-
katty J. P., on the 16th of April
at 4,30 p. m. The Seminar was
held in the Christa Seva Ashram,
Hall. The meeting was presided
over by Rev. D, R. Ambalavanar.
The meeting commenced with a
Prayer by Rev. Sam Alfred, the
Director of the Institute,

Miss Thangammah Appakutty,
who is associated with the Ma.
nagement of the Thurgadevi Tem-
ple at Tellippalai is a welknown
Hindu religious leader. She has
addressed several public meetings
both in Sri Lanka, India and Ma-
laysia on the wvarious aspects of
the Hindu Religion.

Her talk at the Ashram en
the ' Hindu point of view on the
Motherhood of God’ was very ios-
tructive. After her talk there was
a very lively discussion with many
asking questions, seeking clarifica-
tions and also giving their own
point of view. Miss Appakutty

answered all questions and cleared

doubts snggestions.

The Seminar was very well
attended with many Hindus and
Christians coming from distant
places too. Every persen showed
his or her keen iuterest by being
anxious to know when the next
seminar would be held.

The meeting terminated with
the vote of thanks by Rev. D. R.
Ambalavanar and the Benediction
pronounced by Rev. Sam Alfred.

Film on Mother Teresa

Dominique Lapierre will make
a multimillion rupee film [Rs.
276 million) on Mother Teresa,
covering her life from her birth
in Skopje, Yugoslavia, on August
27, 1910, to her work in the
world’s second —most populated
country, India and the highest
populated state in that country —
West Bengal.

India, her country of domi-
cile awarded Mother Teresa the
Padma Shri title. Among the
awards she received was the 10,000
dollar Ramon Magsaysay prize
from the Philippines government,
a priza which she used to start
a Leper Home in Agra of Taj
mahal fame,

Mother Teresa's first pupil is
a8 Bengal Hindu girl — Subashini
Das who is now Sister Agnes.

Dominique Lapierre, hopes to
portray in bis film her life io
Yougoslavia, In the Lorstto Nun-
nery of Ireland, and amidst the
teemipg millions of nearly 50
Indian cities, a life dedicated to
the cause of alleviatiog human
suffering,

Asian Liturgy and Music

An lastitute that is not much
publicised but yet importaot as
an administrative centre of a vital
project is the Asian Institute of
Liturgy and Musie, P.O. Box
167, Manila 2800, Philippines.

A Consultation on Music and

Liturgy was held in Manila
in December 1980, under the
auspices of the CCA. That

event initiated the process of pub-
lishing a series of supplements to
the CCA Hymnpal, featuring hymus
which will draw together all is
that best in Asian Church Music,

Dr, D. T. Niles was one who
during his time harnessed the
Musical talent in Jaffoa among
teachers of Music at that time
to add to the CCA hymnal bymns

and Lyrics set to indigengus
Asian tunes.
Ia Novsmber last year, a

small panel, chaired by Lourdino
A, Yurzon met at the Asian Ins-
titute and re-affirmed the convic-
tion that the texts of hymns
should maintain “ an interplay be-
tween Biblical revelation and cen-
temporary Asian realities ",
Hymns arising out of situs.
tions in Asian couatries will be

compiled, collated and edited by
the Asian Institute of Litargy
anod Music. The CCA will pub-

lish the hymus.

Musicians and writers have
been invited to participate in this
modest but significant uodertak-
ing.

The Director of the Asian
Institute of Litargy and Music is
Dr. Francisca F. Feliciano,

! Sikhaoffer oo Mt Aot
Church Building

The 19th Century St. Luke’s
Church in Southampton built
around 1852 has remained closed
since 1982, The Sikos has now
offered to buy it for " £ 80,000 or
more " and bave assured that ths
church would be used wholly far
religious purposes.

The whole issue will go befor®
Synod members. The controversy
is whether christians should sall
their church building to paopleﬁf
another religion, According to
Sikh leaders, Sikhism is not
against any faith.

Sigoificantly, the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhawan in West Kensington
is housed in a bumlding which was
originally a church.

The Bible of Seciety of India

The following officers weare
elected at the Central Council’
Meeting of the Bible Society of
India held at Hotel Rama,
Bangalore :- .
President :

Rt, Rev. Dr, R, S, Bhandare
Vice-Presidents :

Mr. T. Albert Manoraj

Lt. Col, J. S. K, Naru

Rt. Rev. D. D, Pradhan
Hony. Treasurer ;

Mr. Joho Mathan
General Sseretary ;

Mr. T. J. Ramakrishnan

. The Bible Society of India
is one of the lirgest book suppliers
of Asia. Its  auditorium, ths
Oliver Beguin Hall is named after
one who had servad ag General
Secretary of the UBS for 25 years,
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EDITORIAL
Asia Sunday (15-5-83)

Each year, the Sunday befors Pentecost is observed _by the
Churches in Asia as Ast@ Sunday. It was op that _ﬁay in 1959
that the East Asia Christian Conference (now the Christian Confer-
ence of Asia) was formally inaugurated.

One important discovery that Asian Christians have made, since
the - Inaugural Assembly at Kupala Lumpur in 1959 on the .themu
'Wiﬁcssing Together is that the religious and spiritual areas in the
life of Asian Christians, though important are not the only spheres
whjcl_i mattered.

New and pressing questions, relating to independence, ireedc:m.
equality social justice and human dignity have sharpened the Asian
C-hnrr.hcs understanding of their problems and have made the Chur-
ches seek new patterns of service and confessing their faith,

The population of Asia today is 2.4 billions which is more than
half of the population of the world. Forty percent of this teemin‘g
population live in “absolute poverty” by which is meant poor nutri-
tion, illteracy, disease, miserable environment ete., etc,, which deprives
people of what is considered as human existence,

The increasing 'gap' between the rich and the poor is well
illastrated in a significant story which a foreign delegate to the latest
CCA Conference at Bapglore is reported to have said at the Con-
ference. [ The theme of the Conference was Living in Christ with
People 1.

On a day when the sun was blazing and visible heat was steam-
ing from the ground, a giant roller was in operation on the tarred
road. Twe girls have been employed, both with feet unshod, one te
pick tar pieces which got stuck on the roller's surface and the other
to sprinkle water on it, to ensure smoethness.

The two girls were also not more than a foot away from the
giant roller. They had agreed to do this work at some risk to en-
able their parents to buy some food for the day to feed the family.

This scene which the delegate saw for himself, contextualised for
him the ‘text’ of the Conference —' Living in Christ with people”.

The encounter in Asia today for the Churches is not simply to
do gond or indulge in charity but to create a society in which every
one can lead a truly human life. The medium of ‘development’ is
‘people’. As Dr. M. M. Thomas, the great Indiam theologian would
say ''People are mot ihe object bui the subject of the process of
development "',

. Leo Tolstoy (1828 —1910) tells the story of a herd of cattle
which were inside a fenced enclosure. OQutside the fence, there were
green pastures but inside there was not emough grass for the cattle.

Seeing their pitiable condition, the owner with the help of some
friends cut the grass found outside and put the bundles so cut, into
the fence. He also put corks on the horns of the cattle so that
they may not hurt each other in their struggle for existence. He

also reserved a part of the enclosure for the old bulls and the old
cows over 70 years of age,

. A man who saw all this, asked the owner " why don’t you do
the obvions thing and break down the fence and lst the cattle go out",

The owner anwered "If I let the cattle out, 1 should no longer
be able to milk them .

For the women and children who work in factories aud fields
(for others to get rich) for the victims of tourism and of race and
minority tensions, for those caught up in the operations of the trans-

natipnal corporations, the Churches in Asia have to provide a prophe-
tic mote of faith and hope.

Bangalore YMCA Felicitates

World Methodist Peace
two Indian leaders

Award, 1982

At a special function organised
by the Banglore YMCA a Chisf
Justice and & churchman were
felicitated on the distinctions they
bhad & chiered recently.

Kenneth Mew, Princlpal of
Ranche House College, Harare,
Zimbabwe been chosen by
a L6 member committee to receive
the 1982 World Methodist Pence

has

Chief Justice Bimiak of Award,
Karnalaka High Court is the first ; ;
AR S o s Mew's influence, it is reporied,
of agy High Cosrt, was significant. in.. extinguishing
fires of hatred that might have
M"- V. Henry Devadas as the enqulfied Zembabwe in 1i1ﬁe struggle
President of the National As. for Indenendsatios B
sociation for Christian Communic- DA N
ation and Editor of the " North Hanch House has provided
India Churchman *, He is actively trainiog or diplomate and crash
associated with the YMCA Move. courses o civil servants and
ment, being General Secretary of jourpalist: ince Zimbibwe gained
the ISPCK of Delhi, He isalse Independ:nc s, I
An active member of the Joint )
Council of the €SI, CNI! and
Mar Thoma Churches and one leaders ¢ the Chrisian Peace
#mong  the ouistanding Indian Conferenc 1, 74 Gy

JDCSI

Kankesanthurai Church

The first Confirmation Service
of the Kankesanthurai Church was
held on the 10th of April at
4.30 p, m. Rt, Rev. D. J. Ambela-
vanar, the Bishop of the 1-D.CST,
and Dr. (Mrs.) D. ]. Ambalavanar
were recsived at the entrance of
the Church by the Circuit Paster,
Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar, Mr,
Prince Ratnam, the Worker in
charge of the Church, Mrs. R. A.
Guoanaseleram, the Secretary, Mr.
5, Thurairajasingam, the Treasurer,
and the members of the Church
Committee.

Thirty five persons were con-

firmed by the Bishop, at this
Service.
The Bishop, assisted by the

Circuit Pastor was the Celebrant
at the Holy Communion Service.
The Lesson was read by Mr,
Prince Ratnam and the Sermon
was Preached by Rev, D, R. Am-
balavanar who based his Sermon
on the Lord’s words ‘You have
pot chosen me, but I chose you’.
Special songs were rendered by
some youth of the K, K. S. Church.
More than 100 persons received
Holy Communion.

This was followed by a fellow-
ship tea provided by the members
of the Church.

The Dedication Service of
the New Chapel at Keerimalai
Road, Kankesanthurai was held on
the same day at about 7-00 p.m.
The Bishop and the Circuit Pastor
were garlanded by the President
and Secretary of the K. K,S,
Town Council Labour Union and
were taken in procession to the
Chapel. The Cireunit Pastor we]-
comed the Bishop and other in-
vitees.

The Bishop dedicated the
Chapel and lit Ist candle. The
Oil lamps and candles were later
it - by the Revds., D. R. Am-
balavanar, S. Mancbavan, Danisl
Thiagarajab, Dr. (Mr.) D. J, Am-
balavanar, Miss C, V, Selliah, Mrs.
D. R. Ambalavanar, Mrs. Prince
Ratoam, Mrs. A, R, Thambiappah,
Mr. Kirubarajah Chelliah, Mr, 5%
Thambiratnam and a few gthers,

I'he Bishop in his address
said, that he was pleased to be
present on this occasion, and was
bappy 10 see so mueh life in the
K. K.S. Parish, He wished the
church members all suceess in
their efforts.

Mr. Prince Ratpam, the
Worker in charge of the K, K. S.
Church thanked the Bishop, the
Circuit Pastor, Rev. S, Manoba.
van, the Diocesan Evangelistic
Officer, Miss C, V, Selliah, the
Frincipal of Uduvil Girls' Coilege,
Dr. Daya Somasunderam, Revds.
Sam Alfred, R. Thurairajah, Mrs,
A. R. Thambiappabh, - Miss Rita
Samuel, Mr, P, Theverajah and
many others for all the help they
bad given to the K, K, 8. Church,

lhe days programme ter-
minated with the Bepediction pro-
nounced by Bishop Ambalavanar,

= Cor,

Registared a5 a Newspaper at the G,

Computer Eduocation
in Sri Lanka

Prof. C. M. Reeves, Head of
the Department of Computer Service
at the University of Keele,
England has recommended that
the Ministry of Edueation in Sri
Lanka, include a computer appli-
cation course in the syllabuses of
G. C. E, (0O.L) and G, C. E. (A.L)

A small group of computer
sclence academics may be iovited
from abroad to conduct residential
Workshops at varlous centres.

Computer literacy should be

introduced, according to Prof,
Reeves, at 11 plus to familiarise
younger students with cemputer
concepts.
Obituary

Mr. 5. S. Muthiah

A gloom was cast not only
over the Mupavil Church but the
entire diocese when news went
ronnd of the death of Mr. S. S.
Muthiah at the hands of unknown
assassins on 29-4-83 while he was
in conversation with the Pastor
of the Church who had arrived
to take up his new duties at Nuna-
vil from 1-5-83,

According to news reports,
the murder was possibly political-
ly metivated as Mr. Muthiah was
a UNP candidate for the loeal
election at Chavakachcheri.

The Fuaneral Service was
held at the Nuoavil Church on
1.5.83at 3.30 p. m. The Rt. Rev.
S. Kulandran, the former Bishop
of the Diocess who had besn
associated with Mr. Muthiah far
many years led the Service and
preached the Sermon, He was
assisted by Rev. D. C. Ratnasin.
gam and Rev. D. S. Thisgarajah
who paid the tribute, :

The commital rites at the Cha-
vakachcheri burial grounds wera
also performed by the Rt, Rev.
S. Kulandran.

Mr. Muthiah who
years old was a churchman to
the core. Whatever other inte-
rests he may have had in life,
he never allowed them to dim
his passionate love for bis Church,

Every small event in the
Church was to him important,
Readers of the Morning Star would
bhave neted that the news columns
of the Morning Star in reeent
menths were full of news only
from ene Church —the Nupavi]
Church. Easter Services were
held in all Churches but it was
one Church which reported the
Service. It was Nupavil Chureh,

was B2

Mr. Muthiah did not considar
it a waste of time to sit and
write news about his Church to
the Morning Star. It was the
centre and hub of his interests,

When the history of the
Nunavil Church is written, what.
ever broad brush approach, tha
author would give to his narrative,
the history will have to hinge
round one person — Mr, S, S,
Muthiah of Nupavil,
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