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Snferdolal Golden Jubilee Whitsun Festival at Ashram

A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING
for the life & Ministry
of the late
Revd. N. W. G. Sugunarajah

The Rt. Rev, Iir. S, Kulendran
cbserved his 50th Anpniversary on
the Ordination as a Minister of
the Jaffna Council of the S.1.U.C.

The Feast of Pentecost was
celebrated as usual at the Christa
Seva Ashram, Chunpakam on the

. themselves in cassocks.

B ey

on Friday the 3rd of June, 1983,
His ordination took place at the
Alaveddy Church on the 3rd of
June, 1933, It was a historic
event for more tban one reason.

That was the first occasion that
all the Ministers of the Jaffna
Council of the S.I.U.C. attired

This was

done by a resolution of the

. Coungil.. The mover of the re-

solution was the late Mr. J. C.
Amarasingam. Bishop Kuledran's
ordination was done according to
the rites of the South India United.
Church. Other events in his life
bave over-shadowed the ordination.
However it is of great significance
that the Bishop now can count
on 50 long years in the ordained
Ministry of the Chureh.

New Emergency Regulations

An  emergency regulation

~ governing disposal of dead bodies

bhas been gazetted by President
Jeyawardene.

Oﬁmni sour:es smd

the re-
that """‘ pusunnal. acting
against fterrorists, will in no way
be harassed by the. law in the
event of being compelled to uss
their fire power.

However, the service com.
manders have been told to ensure
discipline and ensure that no ex-
cesses are committed.

The relevant regulation under
Section 5 of the Public Security
Ordinance (Chapter 40) reads.

"It shall be lawful for any
police officer of a rank not below
that of Assistant Superintendent
or for the officer in charge of a
police station or any other officer
or person authorized by him in
that bebalf to take with the ap-
proval of the Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence all such mea-
sures as may be necessary for
the taking possession and burial
or cremation of any dead body,
and to determine in his discretion
the persons who may be permitted
to be present at any assembly for
the purpose of or in connection
with any such burial or ciemation.

" Any person who is present
at any such assembly without the
permission of such officer or au-
thorized person or who obstructs
such officer or authorized person
in the exercise of the powers
herein before conferred shall be
guilty of an offence.

"It shall net be necessary
for any officer or person taking
measures relationg to the posses-
sion and burial or cremation of
a dead body uander this regulation
to comply with the provisions of
poy oiher written law relating to
the inguest of death or to burial

or cremation.” 4 ’
[CDN 6:6-83]

three days preceding Whitsunday
22 May 1983. Revs, Issac Sel-
varatnam and R. Thurairajah con-
duocted Bible Studies in the morn-
mgs and the Revs. J. Sarvanan-
than and S. N. Sugunananthan
addressed the meetings in the
evenings. It was creditable that
the programme could be worked
out at the Ashram as plaoned
despite disturbances and tension

.around - Jaffna following local :gov- -

ernment elections. ¢
First Asian in British Polls

Sumal C. Fernando, & Lan-
kan lawyer now resident in UK
came forward as SDP/Liberal
Alliance candidate for the Leices-
ter West constituency when Bri-
tain went for the polls on June 9
this year.

He is the first Asian pros-
pective parliamentary candidate of
the SDP and was elected by pos-
tal ballot,

Before emigrating to the UK
in 1977, Mr. Fernando practisad
as a ]nwyer a: Klll.mu'l bar f e

I:ua mo:har[nnd lnst yaar a.::u:T do-
nated an ambulance to the Health
Department.

Bossey 1983

The programme of  the Eca-
menical Institute at Bossey for
the rest of the year includes,
“ The Christian Churches’ Prayer
for Peace” (14 — 24 June) which
will examine means for common
witness and action and the moti-
vation for peace-making.

* Reformed identity and eecu-
menical endeavour in Church and
saciety ™ (Juae 27 —July 8) will
focus on the Reformed contribu-
tion to and shaping of ecumeni-
cal thinking.

The Graduate School of Ecu-
menical Studies (15th of October
1983 to 28th February 1984) will
have as its theme. ‘' The viseble
unity of the church in a divided
world.”

Qbituary

Mys. Esther Amirtham Sa.
muel Chelliah mother of Mr, S, P.
Jeevanantham Middle School Su-
pervisor St. Johno's College Jaffna
and Mr. Sam Thevabalasingam
Director of Every Home Crusade;
Colombo passed away on the Zlst
May 1983, She leaves behind also
her sopns M/s Jaceb Parimelasin-
gam and C. Ratnasingam and a
daughter Mrs, Rebecca Dharma-
lingam. The funeral took place
at Ariyalai, Jaffoa on Menday the
23rd conducted by the Ven.S. D.
Horshington several other priests
assisting and the burial at St.
James Burial Grounds, Nallur,

o 0P,

will be held at the
. Cathedral Church, Vaddukoddai
on
Saturday the 25th June, 1983 at 4-30 p. m.

all are cordially invited.

Diocesan Office,
Vaddukoddai.

Rev. A. C. Mathanaraj
Secretary, J.D., C.S.1.

Memorandum to All Bishops

According to the [slend
(46:83) a Memorandum signed
by Rev. G. A. Francis Joseph and
Rev. Fr. Thevarajan the President
and Secretary respectively of the
Apostolic Union of Friests Jaffna
Diocese, has been sent to the
Most Rev. (Dr.) Frank Marcus
Fermando President of the Epis-
copal Conference on behalf of

55 priests of the Mannar and
Jaffor Diocese.

Copies of the Memorandum
bave also been forwarded to all
the Bishops of Sri Lanpka.

The Memorandum appeals ‘to

unequ y ! re-
vention of Terrorism Act and the

excessive powers vested in the
security forces and te request the
Goversment and other leaders to
bring about a solutien to the
problems of the minorities quickly.

90 Soldiers Ss.cked

The Army High Command
hag sacked 90 members of the
crack Raja Rata Rifle Regiment
following reports that there has
baen large scale Absent Without
Leave (AWOL).

The soldiers went AWOL
when six army men faced charges
for causing damage to property in
Jaffoa following the shooting of
a lance corporal on 18-5-83 when
he was guarding a polling booth,

Angered colleagues of the dead
soldier are reported to have car-
ried out apparent reprisal action
against certain shops and houses
in the vicinity of the shoeting in
the belief that some of those places
must bave granted refuge to the
killer gang that shot down the

soldier.
— Dasly Mirror 6-6-83.

In brief

© Of the Five Lakhs worth of
books gifted by the government
of Tamil Nad to the Jaffoa
Public Library, a consignment
worth one lakh apnd twenty
thousard has already arrived in
Colomlo and has been taken
delivery by the Indian High
Commissioner. The gift is the
result of the interest taken in
the mattir by the Leader of
the Oppesition, Mr. A. Amitha-
limgam,

Department

Tamil Language in
Video Cassettes
The Tamil University of Tan-
javur in Tamil Nadu has planned
to bring about video cassettes for
the benefit of Tamils liviog abrod

and who are desirous of learning
the language.

The move, according to Dr.
V. 1, Subramaniam, the Vice-Chan-
cellor is inspired by the necessity
to teach Tamil language to the
younger generation in countries
like Mauritius and Fiji where the
laoguage is found to be languish-
ing because of the lack of facili-
ties. The younger generation of
Tamils who live in Western coun-
tnn wﬂ‘. ba greatly hﬂiSﬁtM by

Amnag Sri Lanhﬁ IW
who passed away recently are:—

Dy. C, Singarajah, a former
Epgineer at the Chi

Power Station died in Surrey en
19-4-83. He bad been accepting
appointment At various times im
Malaysia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone
and Libya, Since 1974 he has
been a Senior Lecturer in Else-
trical Eogineer in the Richmond —
Upen — Thames College in Lon-
don. He got his Doctorate in
1971, He leaves behind his wife,
a daughter and two sons.

Dr. D. R. Sivapiragasam pass-
ed away in Sydoey, Australia on
26-1.83. He was the eldest son
of Mr. S.S. Sivapragasam, a for-
mer Vice-Principal of St. Jebn's
College, Jaffina. He leayes behind
his wife and his daughter Sha-
mista and soo-in-law Suvan de
Soysa. L ]

My. Hecior Aseervalham re-
turned recently to Sri Laoka from
U.K. where he has been till
1968. He died in Sri Lanka em
15-5-83, The funeral took place
at 45, Initium Road, Dehiwsla.
He leaves behind his wife Ranee
(nee Sivapragasam) and foor
children. ®

Mr. S. R. Arulampalam till
recently of Wembledon has been
in the British Rail Engineering
from 1969 — 1982.
He returned recently to his home
country and died here on 1-3-73.
He leaves behind his wife, twa
daughters #nd a son, He is &
brother of Paul, Karunamani Niles,
Rani Aseervatbam and Chandra.
Mrs, Arulampalam has returned to
WK and is living in Surrey with
her daughter Mrs, Chelliab Lut%
dramn, 3 v
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Collective Action, the need of the Hou e g R D A

 Where will it lead? This is the question in the minds of every
gui;au”in this country who finds himself today in the vortex of a
terribls symmetry of action and interaction, assault and counter-assault,
hatred and responsive hatred,

President Jeyawardene has appealed to the people to maintain !aw.
order and peace. For, as he has said if 'terrorism’ is to be wiped
'oui'.iﬁ the North, it canwot be done if people in other parts .of
the country take it in their own hands to adopt terrorist (tactics
against the Tamil community living in their midst.

: Said the President at the Gam Udawa '83 Exhibition at Nikara-
| Witi?‘:__ ‘
' " If some people were to break shops belonging to Tamil

pwpip, destroying houses of others and harassiog or killing them

on the ground that they belonged to another community, such
acts would be an obstacle to the steps being takem by the gov-
ernment to curb terrorism.”

According to @ mews report in the CDN of 8.6:83, a total of
. five shops have been guited by fire at Panadura and the damage
_estimated at Rs. 1 million,

Th'g LSSP on the same day (8-8-83) has appealed to people of
good will to help to put a stop '_tO fﬂl'&_t Mr. Bernard de Soy‘sa called
the “‘Outrageous viclence™ ‘that had occurred at some places in recent
days.

Said the veteran LSSP leader and General Secretary of the Lanka
Sams Samaje Party i—

" \We cannot leave everything to the authorities.
intervene in the situation overselves colleciively,

We must

Such intervention requires first of all that we act together
prevent those things happening in owr localities, that is fo say
where we live, where we work and where we travel daily.”

( Italics are ours)

b

1t is s'Eappy augury that all political leaders in the country
have now felt that colleciive action is necessary to put an end to
the unprecedented explosion of corrosive hostilily between the two
major communities in the country.

. . Those who condome viq!enq_a_;hgu[d,,_facn. up to the fact that the

' paroxysms of ‘public ‘disorder have léd already to some counter mea-

sures which neither the government Of. the people are happy about —

* and can be happy about. . -
By = N

pn b '.f]ji,"'ﬁiii'mnlu:t we endorse the sentiment expressed by the
General Secretary of the LSSP that the only way to solve the pro-
blem of the escalation of hatred is for the moderates on each side to
cope with the baters and doers of violence, within fheir own ranks.

To date, the moderates in the country have been all too silent.
It was perhaps predictable. Moderates are alike, whatever their race.
They don’t want to get involved. They don’t like trouble. But increas-

_ingly the extremists are giving them trouble whether they like it or

notl

The time has come we believe for "a revolt of the moderates
which bas to go on, day in and day-out in offices, factories, homes
and clubs, This has te be done in Sri Lanka in an organised man-
per if we are to care about the future of our society.

The Christian Church in Sri Lanka has a special responsibility to
give a lead in this campaign of "a revolt of the moderates,

Far, the Church is placed, as in the days of our Lord in the
midst of a crowd that is " harassed and helpless”. The multitudes
that form this ‘crowd' are illiterate, ignorant, unorganised and often
exploited. The crowd is pot just a collectivity of uncommitted folk
but a distinct sociological group. While religions thrive in Sri Lanka,
human beiogs in this crowd are reducéd in worth to mere play things.
The Church should find the meaning of its existence in relation to
this ‘crowd’,

Alliance Francaise West London Tamil School

The Alliance Francaise,
founded in Paris on July 21, 1983
with the object of spreading the
French langnage and French civi-
lisation abro:zd, is celebratiog its

The Annual Prize Giving of
Greenford High School will take
place on the 16th July at 6.30 p. m.
The Chief Guest will be the Rt.
Hon, Dr. Rhodes Beyson,

; M'T,
Centenary this year. Events to i o Education
mark this ‘tentendry will be held
all over the world throughout the - St i
yEear. e :
o which will be held frem Octob
Already the French Minister JAPER

i g " 17 to 19 this year,
of Postal Services and Telecom: v $

mupicatiops has decided to issue The Alliance Francaise has
the publication of ''a golden today some 1000 committeas spread
book' of 230 piges by the =across the world with nearly
" Editions Hachette "', 250,000 students who attend its

The fical key event will be scheols and colleges in the Five
# Centenary World Congress continents,

\

The Kankesanthurai Church
had the following programmes
during Evangelistic week. On
Sunday the 29th some members
of the K, K.S. Church under the
leadership of Mr. Prince Ratoam,
the Worker in Charge of the
Chureh, visited some homes around
the Myliddy Sanatorium, Tracts
were distributed and short Gospel
messages were given. At 10-00
a. m, on the same day = special
service was held at the Sanatorium
Chapel. Mr. Prince Ratnam con-
ducted the Service. Mr. Marisal
Saram preached the Sermon. A
Special Prayer was said by Mr.
C. Stanislaus, It was very en-
couraging to see that several non
Christians teo attended this Service,
At 6-30p.m. a special service
was held at the Keerimalai Chapel.
The Service was conducted by
Mr. Kirubairajah Chelliah.

On Friday the Worker in
Charge and some members of the
Church visited some homes around
Keerimalai Road. Tracts were
distributed and short Gospel mes-
sages were given. At 6-30 p. m.
the Film ' The Robe’ was screened
at the Sanatorium Chapel, Mr,
C. Stanislaus of Myliddy while
welcoming 'all those who were
present said that he was very
grateful to the J. D.C.S.1. and
The Jaffna Christian Union for
making arrangements to hold re-
gular Sunday Services at the
Sanatorium Chapel. Mr. Prince
Ratnam, Chaplain of the Sanat-
orium, thanked the Hospital Staff,
The Rev. R, Thurairajah, Director
of the Christian Commuications,
Pastor S. Anandham and Mr. Ebe-
nezer for all the help they had
given him in his work at the
Sanatorium. He also said that
he was very grateful to Rt. Rev.
D. ]. Ambalavanar, the Revds. D. R,
Ambalavapar, S. N. Sugunanap.

the World's Children reports that
17 million children under five died
in 1981. Less than 10 per cent
of Third World children are im-
munised against the six most com-
mon and dapgerous childhoed dis-
sases.

“\We are', says the Report
in another year of silent smer-
gency of 40,000 children quietly
dying each day of 100 million
quietly going to sleep hungry at
night, of ten million children quiet-
ly becoming disabled in mind and
body of 200 million 6 to 11 olds
quistly watching other children go
to school, of one-fifth of the world's
people quietly struggling for life
itself.

New Editor of “One World”

The New Editor of "' One
World"” as from the beginning of
this year is Marlin VanElderen,
36 an American who was Vice
President and Editer-in-Chief of
Wm B, Eerdmans Publishing Com-
pany in Grand Rapids, US,

Mr. VanElderen is a mem-
ber of the Christian Reformed
Church and has been Chief Edi-
tor of the Reformed Journal for
four years.

He spent almost a year at
the Geneva Office of the WCC
(1986 —82) as interim publica-
tions Editor. He is married and
has four davghters. =~

Bruce Best, the former Edi-
home country, for family reasons.

dhan, S Manobavan and Sam Al-
fred for all the help and guidance
they render to the work at tha
Sanatorium. The days programme
terminated with a Prayer by Pastor
Anandham of the Christian Com-
munieations.

Reflections nﬁ the Role of the Humanities in
a Democratic Culture

[ Excerpted from the Bunker Memorial Lectu

dali A |
] L)

John Walter Bicknell at Trimmer Hall on 22-3-83.]

[ Continued from owr last isswe)

How do we answer these
charges? There are, | think,
three ways of dealing with them.
My first approach will be to ac-
cept the charge, but to challenge
the assumption that because &
work of art or literature or phi-
losophy bas been compesed by a
member of a rulipg group it ne-
cessarily has no wvalue whatever
for a democratic calture. My
second answer will be to assert
that in ancient and modern his-
tory, the humanities have served
a democratic culture. My third
answer will try to suggest the
ways in  which the situation in
the humanities is changiog; the
content of materials for teaching
them is expanding enormously as
more aod more material about the
neglected dramatis personas of
history and literature and art is
being recovered and displaved,

To take up my first position
in more detail, are we to assume

that no member of a ruling group
can ever see anything truly, or.
express any sympathy for the rest
of humanity, or endorse values
that might be treasured in a de-
mocratic society, or even be able
to transcend the values of his or
ber own class? The question has
only to be asked in this rough-
hewn way for us to realize the
emptiness of the assumption. If
an aristocralic culture decides that
honesty is a useful virtue, that

bardly disqualifies it as a virtue

useful to a democratic culture,

I need not Iabor the obvious.

What I would prefer to dwell on

are those moments when a great

writers of the past bas transcend-

ed the values of his class and

opned the eyes of his readers to

a new dimension of being. 1 shall

begin with Homer, whose [liad

was to the Athenian democracy

what the Malabharata has been

to India.
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