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Two Presbyters Ordained

Auvgust 23, 1983 saw an im-
pressive Service at the Cathedral
Church, Vaddukoddai when two
new Presbyters of the Chuarch
were ordained by the Bishop of
the Diocese, the Rt. Rev. D. J.
Ambalavanar, .

Rev. A. C. Mathanaraj and
Rev. Sam Thampoe presented the
two candidates Rev. S. C. 4drnold
and Rev. V. N. Tharmakulasin-
. gham before the Bishop.

Assisting the Bishop in the
Ceremony of the Laying on of
Hands were:— Rev. D. R, Am-
balavanar, Rev. Sam Thampos,
Rev. D. C. Ratnasingam, Rev.
S. P. Jeyasingam, Rev. S. Jeya-
mesan, and Rev. A, Jeyakumaran,

" Rev. S. C. .-lmula
The Litany was lad by Rev.
S. N. Sugunananthan,

Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar who
preached the Sermon on the text:—
' You did not chooese we but I
chose you' [John XV:16] said
that the Ministry of those who
have been ordained Presbyters
encompassed a much larger field
than what was generally con.
ceived by our clergy and laity.

The duty of a Presbyter is
to prepire the whole church for

the Minisiry, to transform the
‘sheep’ into ‘shepherds’. Jesus
did not chosse his disciples to

be an obedient ‘flock’ within the
‘fold’ under the cosy protection

at the Cathedral Church

of their Master. He chose them
to go out inte the world as
shepherds to take charge of ‘other
sheep’ too.

It is the duty of the Pres-
byter, therefore, to ensure that
the laity in their several vocations
reflected the mission of the church,
It is his responsibility to see that
every member of the church is a
christian witness in the tagks
which he or she is expected to

perform.
Such an

eNOImous responsi-

bility of the Presbyter can only
be borne by one who himself in
his spiritual life becomes warthy
of Him who called him to His
Serviee,

Rw ¥. N. Tharmakulasingham

The Bishop was the Cele-
brant at the Holy Communion
Service which followed. He was
assisted by Rev. D. R, Ambala-
vanar, Rev. D. C. Ratnasingam
and the two new presbyters, Rev.

S. C, Arnold and Rev. V. N,
Tharmakulasingam,
At the end of the Sarvice,

the new Presbyters entertained the
gathering to a Fellowship Tea on
the grounds of the Cathedral
Chuarch,

Rev. 5. C.. Arnold is now in
charge of the Araly, Moolai Chur-
ches and Rev., V. N. Tharmakula-
singham is in charge of Alaveddy,
Sandilipay Churehes.

Book Relsase

American Contribution to
Tamil

The book “ The Contribution
made to Tamil Langnage and,
Literature by the American Mis-
sionaries who served in Jaffos,
Sri Lanka” was formally released
at a Ceremony at Jafina College
on Friday the 22nd Of}'}ul}'. The
function was presided® over Dby
Mr., A. Kadirgamar. Principals Jaff-
na College, who said that the
book is an important land-mark
in the stndy of Missions ‘in Sri
Lanka. He said the beok will
ereate new interest among the
students and scholars to research
and recapitulate the work of the
American Missionaries.

The Rt. Rev. D. ]J. Ambala-

vanar thanked the author om be-
balf of the Christian Communpity

for making a study of the cul-
tural activities of the American
Mission. He also quoted Francis
Bacon's statement “writing maketh
g exaci man' and expressed
his joy that men " exact” are
umfrgiug im our society,

. 34R64 Rev. S. Kulandran ent-
lined:‘the* salient features of the
cultural activities of the Ameri-
can missionaries and said that in
the present gepsration there are
only very few, who engage them
selves in research, out of sheer
interest and euriosity,

Mr. G. Rajanayagam Presi-
dent of . Jafiva College ' Round
Table” and Mas. S, Thevananthar
2 senior student of the College
also spoke.

Mr. S. Jebanesan thanked the
Principal of Jafina College who
organized the function and the
other speakets for their przseuce
and words of encouragement,
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Obituary
Mr. K. 5. Saravanamuttu

Mr. K. S. Saravanamuttu,
Retired Principal of Drieberg Cel-
leg-=' Cha.vnkachchari dwd on Wed-

Diocese who played an important
part in the life of the Institutions
and of the Churches. Hailing from
Chavakachcheri he was one of the
respected elders of the Chava-
kachcheri Church., Mr, Saravana-
muttu began his career as an
Epglish Trained teacher at Jaffna
College. Scon his talents and
organisational skills were recognised
and he was sent to Drieberg Col-
lege asits head. Modern Drieberg
is largely a creation of Mr. Sara-
vanamutin who during the 25
years of his principalship built it
up to & good modern secondary
school iwith classes up to the
Advanced level, He retired in
1956, Government recognised his
services (o the community and
made him a Justice of the Paace.
Mr. Saravanamuttu served often
in the Secondary Schools Board
and other Committees of the Dig-
cesan Couuncil. His wife Kirupai
Acca, the eldest daughter of the
late Rev. ]J. K. Sionathamby pro-
deceased him 1n 1979,

The funeral service was held
in the Drieberg College Hall,
Chavakachcheri on Friday the 19th
of August at 4-00 p. m. and was
conducted by the Rt. Rev, D. J.
Ambalavanar who also preached
the sermon on the text, ' For we
koow that if the earthly tent we
live in is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the
heavens’' 2 Cor. 5:1, Tributes
were paid by the Rt, Rev. S. Ku-
landran, Messrs., 5. V. Vaithilin.
gam and S. K. Thiraviyanayagam.
The Rev. A. C. Mathanaraj, Pas-
tor of the Chavakachcheri Church
assisted at the Service. The Com-
mittal At the Graveside was per-

was one of the gld guards of the

formed by Bishop Ambalavamar
assisted by the Rev. A, C. Matha-
DAraj. r

. Mre. R. T. David

1 of August,
Mn. Dn.\ud ‘who attieﬁ as a
refugee from Colombo in the first
ship that reached Kankesanturai
at the recent troubles died the
next day here in }uﬂ‘m after her
arrival, She was 86 ms of age.
Mrs. David was for many years
& teacher in the Lower School
of Jaffna Colege. Generations of
students passed through her hands.
As a teacher of English she laid
2 solid foundation of the kmow-
ledge of the Enpglish language.
She was one of the first batch of
jubilarians to be felicitated at Jaff-
na College. The funeral Service
took place in her homes at Vaddu-
koddai and was conducted by the
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar. Bi-
shop Kulandran preached the ser-
mon., Mr. A, R, Kadirgamar, Prin-
cipal of Jaffna College paid a mov-
ing tribute to the services of
Mrs. David, The burial service at
the graveside was conducted by
the Bishop.

The Jaffna Citizens
Committee

According to the General Se-
cretary of the JCC, Mr. R. Bala-
subramaniam, Attorney-at-Law, the
Committee has made representa”
tions to President Jeyawardene that
no government Servant should be
asked to report for work before
31-10-83 and that the salary of
three months should be paid.

In addition, a sum of Rs. 3000
for small families and Rs, 5000
for big families should be paid
by the government to mest the
immediate needs of ths govern-
ment employess eoffected by tha
Tiak: :
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Letter to the Editor

The Concept of
Transcendence

(Continued from 19.5.53 issne)

The Bishop makes out that
there were so many schools of
thought that were opposed to
Sankara's philosophy, But what
is the present position among the
Hindus? Does the Bishop want
us to believe that the Hindu
Sects are divergently opposed to
each other over their philosophies ?
Certainly not. Since Hinduism
became a Missionary religion,
majority of the Hiodus have
taken to Adwaita, But it is
equally true that there are still
groups which follow the Duwaita
and Vishita Adwaita schools of
thought, But this division is no
longer a hindrance in their spiri-
toal path for the attainment of
the goal of man. After all if God
is Infinite why cannot the paths
to God, also be infinite?

The Bishop poo-poohs that
Hinduism has no founder. Ac-
cording to him it is difficult to
say who a Hindu is. To the
credit of the Hindu it must be
said that on religious principles
is not a conditioned personality.
His religion is not an organised
religion because he knows that
Truth cannot be organised.

Commenting on the Upani-
shads the Bishop states that even
& casual reading of the Upani-
sl:&ﬂq mll mq,im one rauhse zhat

He also states that the Upani-
shads do not and canmet speak
with one voice. This is a tra-
vesty of the Truth. In fact if
you understand one Upanishad
you understand the rest. No one
is aware who wrote these Upani-
shads, That is why the Hindus
declare that their scriptures are
eternal The Bishop wants ready
made answers in  spirituality.
From the point of the human
being it 1s matural to ask who is
the founder ? and who wrote the
scriptures ¢ But for the Hindu
these questions are immaterial.
He 1s only concerned in uplift-
ing bimself through wunderstand-
ing of the principles enuociated
in the scriptures. Why, did not
even Christ teli his diiciples often

" Hear and understand’, It is the
understanding which tramsforms
man. It is the spirit behind the

word that matters,

Christianity

Christ was not a Christian
and Buddha was npot a Buddist.
1t is the followers who became
Christians aod DBuddhists, The
Bishop states that the founder and
foundation of Christianity is Jesus
Christ. Where i1s the evidence in
the Bible to state that Christ was
the founder eof Christianity? In
fact, the religion of Christ was
Judaism and according to Him
He came to falfill the Law of
the Propbets. It is the followers
who bave made Him a founder,
Jesus Christ never claimed Him-
self tc¢ be the founder of a new
religion.

Referring to Christ in the
New Testament, the Bishop re-
iterates that it is about Jesus,

épée'n fations were Bmh mm pnests. 2

the Christ of God.
that

He also states
"because the belif that Jesus
was the Christ was taken so much
for granted among the Christians,
the terms ‘Christ' which was a
title, became a proper name and
Jesus was referred to as Jesus
Christ or simply as Christ’. |
think the greatest blunder we
Christians bave made is to have
allowed ‘the significance of the
term ‘Christ’ to dwindle into &
proper name, When Christ asked
His disciples ' Whom do people
say that I am ?' the reply Peter
gave was ‘Thou art the Christ'.
Christ would not have commend-
ed Peter for this answer if not
for the fact that his reply had
spiritual significance. For the
Christians to have made it a
Preper name astounds me. But it
is not all Christians who have
lost the significance of thig term
‘Christ®, The Hindus still cherish
this term with deference and re-
verance, They very well know
that the term Jesus refers to the
human person and *Christ’, the
Spirit of God that manifested in
Him.. For those on the spiritual
path, this maoner of understand.
ing is of paramount importance
and is a sine qua non.

On the question of Salvation
the Bishop states that ' mankind
needed salvation or should work
hard to obtain it was not good
news'. ‘Jesus Christ saved and
Do one else could. Mankind has
been saved because Jesus died ’,

Tha teaching of St. Paul is alsy
that Ch.ﬂst dmd for the
Als

T conti.

. hureh
nuing to teach this doctrine., As
A layman I would like to pose
the question in which of the four
gospels has  Christ specifically
stated that He is dying for the
sins of mankind? Again whers
in the four gospels has Christ
said that He alone can save and
no one else could? When the
disciples complained that those
who were not of His flock were
healing in His pame, His reply
accomodated them too and of His
own he never made any unilate-
ral declaration in defence of His
authority. According to the teach-
ings of Christ, if the Son of Man
had power to forgive sins on
enrth why is it necessary for us
to attribute the sins of mankind
to His death? Further how does
this teaching help man to purify
himself ? The Bishop's contention
is that Grace alone works. But
the Grace works only if man
makes an effort. Let me illustrate
this from the Bible., Moses tell®
his people ‘Stand still and see
the salvation of the Lord'— Vide
Exodus 14— 13. In the New
Testament St. Paul exhorts * work
eut your own salavation ' — Please
see Philippians 2 — 12, Maoses's
commandment to 'stand  still’
needs stupendous effort. In fact,
the content of the whole Bible
could be sumarised in these two
words 'etand still'. The Psalmist
also proclaims * Be still'. If
according to the Bishop; God hag
taken upon Himself the sins of
mankind in Christ Jesus, whers
is the justification for the orga-
nised religion of Christianity to
exist ? What is the goal of the
Christian 7 Has the Christian any
goal at all? The fact is that
mau was on par with God whaen

_ passages
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the

Jaffna Diocese of

Church of South India

ANNUAL DIOCESAN FESTIVAL

The Festival this year will take place at
Kilinochchi

an

Saturday, October 1st.

1983,

Dedication of Church of Christ the King, Kilinochchi,

9-00 a. m. Thanksgiving Service
&

11-30 a. m, Musical Programme,
1:00 p. m. Fellowship Luneh.
3-30 p. m, Opening of

CHIEF GUEST!

Fellowship Tea.

‘Shalomnagar Development Project’

& Public Meeting.

Mr. Devanesan Nesiah,

Government Agent, Jafina,

All are cordially invited,

Rev. A. C. Mathanaraj,
Secretary, J.D,, C, 85,1,

he walked the garden of Eden
along with Him. The fall of man
has brooght about a human sense
of separation, Man has to put in
tremendous effort to outlive this
sense of separation and reclaim
his eriginal position with God.
This is what all religions which
have Faith in the existence of
God are attempting to do. The
best definition of Faith given by
St. Augustine reads thus: ‘' Faith
is a belief in what you do not
see and the reward of the Faith
is that you ses what you be-
lieve!" It is true there are many
in the Bible attributed
to r,he Mastar Chmt whn:h I

ap:mlm thn word
poor translation and should be re-
placed with the word 'realise’.
In the context of Augustine’s de-
finition of Faith the words 'rea.
lise’ and 'realizatien' carry grea-
ter weight. The Christian con.
cept of Transcendence, Persgn
and Goodness as propouned by the
Bishop have no meaning unless
we 'see what we believe’. It is
like being aware that you have a
million rupees in the bank and
drawing a chegque. The Chris-
tian belief ends with the drawing
of the cheque. But what 1§ the
use of your chegue without you
making any attempt to realise the
cheque ? To realise the cheque is
‘to be in Christ’,

On the New Mavement al.
though there was considerable
oppesition to St. Paul, the Bishop
tries to make out that the teach.
ings of St. Paul were in lipe
with those of the disciples of
Jesus Christ. Students of Church
history and critiques ef Pauline
Christianity know only too well
that both factions palled apart,
Today we are alarmed that the
Jaffua Library has been burnt.
But were not cart loads of Chris-
tian literature burnt to establish
the Nicene Creed! Excavationg
of Dead Sea Scrolls have now
revealed that important sections
of the Bible have been left out
of the Authorised Version. The
time is oot far when the Church
will be cempelled to include them
in the Bible.

K. Jeyarajah.
Kachcheri,
Jaffos.

(to ba continued)

. Went to Jaifn._.l &nﬂ 'Sﬂﬂﬁ to Bat-

ballave is e..

Hard Realities of the
Disturbances
(July 24 —31)

* Some 100,000 persons
Lanka have lost their means of
sustenance. 68 factories in Colom-
bo and 2497 employment agencie®
island wide have been destroyed
by fire. 45 per cent of the female
employees thrown out of job from
garment factories are bread-win-
ners.

* At its peak, the opumber of
refugees in the camps in Colom-
bo and the suburbs was 90,000.

* Some 42,000 Tamil refugess

in Sri

hnn no prapeny rela
in the North or East, in-
clude the Colomhg Chetties who
had all their lives lived in Colom-
be and the suburbs,

*  The budgetary estimats for
1984 would result in & total un-
financed gap of Rs. 9000 million
a5 a result of the riots, The
Treasury is not likely to mobilise
the 1000 million which it hoped
to get as new revenue.

* On 29-8-83 when Schools re-
opened four schools in  Colombe
remained closed. Other schools in
Colombo which were usable to
occupy their own premises have
afternoon classes in ‘Schools near-
by. The future of the Tamil
'streams’ in Colombo schools and
schools in the suburbs is yet un-
certain. 1200 displaced teachers
have been given temporary tramsfers
to schools in the North. The
displaced Tamil children have
sought admission in their aress.

;,]

* Even the International School
in Madurai, South India, located
at the top of the 8000 ft. Palani
Hill was nmot spared the reper-
cussions of ethnic conflict in Sri
Lanka, Mr. Frank Jeyasioghe is
Principal of the school.

* Nine coconut mills were des-

troyed and 400 permanent emplo-
yees lost their jobs. According to
the Secretary of the Ministry of
Coconut Industries, 46,000 metrie
tons of oil produced by the 9
mills destroyed bad amounted to
36 per cent of the total coconut oil
production. The export of eaco”
nut oil was stopped for sometima.
[These facts have been gleaned from
news rveports in Spi Lankan sews-
puapers published during the ' Dark
Waek ' and aftor.]
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Mr. Amirthalingam in
India

Mr. A. Amirthalingam, Leader
of the Opposition and Secretary
General of the Tamil [Ulnited
Liberation Front spent a few days
in Madras last month and New
Delhi bhaving consultation with
Indian leaders about reaching a
satisfactory solution to the pro-
blems of the Tamil minorities
in Sri Lanka. Mrs. Indira Gan-
dhi, the Prime Minister of India
who has offered the good offices
of her country to help the Sri
Lapka leaders to arrive at a
settlement, invited Mr. Amirtha-
lingam for consultations to New
Delhi and had three sessions of
discussions with him. Mr. Amir-
thalingam also had diccussions
with the Minister of External
Affairs and the Minister of De-
fence of the Indian Government.
Mr. Amirthalingam was also warm-
ly received as one of the guests
of honour at the Indian Indepen-
dence Day Dinner given by the
President of India, Mr, Zail Singh,

Mrs. Indira Gandhi who inter-
vened at the 6 hours long debate
on the Sri Lanks question at the
Rajya Sabha again outlined the
substance of her telephone conver-
sations with President ], R. Jaya-
wardhena and the discussions with
Mr. Amirthalingam. She told the
members of the Rajya Sabha that
in Mr. Amirthalingam she met a
statesman who despite the bitter
experiences of his people was still
willing for & negotiated settlement
with the Governmet of President
Jayawardena. She expressed the
bhope that the Government of Srj
Laoka will not miss the oppor-
tunity of arriviog at a negotiated
settlement with the acknowledged
leaders of the Tamil cemmunity
who were willing to negotiate,
Mr. Amirthalingam alse had dis-
cussions with Mr. M. G. Rama-
chandran, the Chief Minister of
Madras and Mr. M. Karupanidhi
the DMK leader.

In his various Press confer-
ences in India Mr. Amirthalingam
clearly pointed out that it was
wrong to conclude' that the recent
disturbances and widespread wio-
lence against the Tamil community
were only dae to the Tamil de-
mand for a separate state and
the unfortunate activities of Tamil
torrorists. When similar violence
waé unleashed against Tamils in
1956, and 1955 there was no demand
for a =eparte state, nor was (here
aoy form of terrorism until late
iec the seventies, On the contrary
the violence against the Tamils in
1956, 1958, 1977, 1981 and now
in 1983 is the manifestation of
the basic injustice that the Tamils
bave szuffered sioce iodependence.
The demand for a separate siate
and the emergence of terrorism
amopg Tamil youths is only the
consequance of the persistent re-
fusal by tne Sinhalese Govern-
ments to redress Lhe grievances
oo the Tamil community,

Mr. Amirthalingam has re-
wirned to the Island in time, for
consultations with Shri G. Partha-
sarathy whe arrived in Colombo
on Thursday the 25th of August
as the personal emissary of
Mrs. Indira Gandhi to try and
help bring about a permanent so-
lution to the problems of the
Tamil minorities in Sri Lanka,

Jaffna College Y. M.C.A.

T
Rev. R, Thurairajah, Director
Christian Communications. Uduvil

and Mr. W. N. Thevakadadcham
President, Jaifoa College Y. M.C.A.
conducted the Jaffna College Y.M.

were allowed to refer to their
Bible and give the context. Mr.
A, Kadirgamar Principal, Jaffoa
College inaugurated the exam with

an introductery talk, ‘This was

C.A. Bible Quiz recently. 150 the lirst of its kind among our
guestions were given each from Y.M.C.A's, Rev, R. Thurairajah
the Old and New Testaments, was very generons in donating the
and the duoration of the exam cash and book prizes for the
lasted 3 hours. The candidates winners.

RESULTS
Junior

1. J. Prince Jevadeva

2. T. Radhakrishnan

3. J. Robert Sureshkumar
Intermediate

1. E. Jeyamalar

Cash Rs, 75 + Book
Cash Rs. 50 + Book
Cash Rs. 25 + Book

Cash Rs. 75 + Rs. 25 = Rs, 100 + Beok

“The Rainbow Bible"

(This student has scored the highest marks among all three

groups.
2. P. Benjamin Yogachandra
3. E. Nobel

Senior

1. Christerene Prakashini Visvalingam

2. Yarlini Kanagaratnam

An extra Rs. 25 Is being given.)

Cash Rs. 50 4+ Book
Cash Rs. 25 + Book

Cash Rs, 75 + Book
" Rainbow Bible
Cash Rs. 50 + Book

Bosk Review

The Contribution made to Tamil by the
American Missionaries who Served in Jaffna, Sri Lanka

BY
5. Jebanesanm, Jaffna Cellege, Vaddukoddai, 1983

The term [Inculturation or
Contextualization) has beceme a
bousehold word in present day
Theology. Tt simply means that
the Gospel message cannot and
should not comsider any human
culture  as alien 't
Protestant missionaries especially
those bhailing from the American
Mission had a profound respect
for the loeal language and other
cultural traits of the context of
their mission. They did not con-
sider any culture as opposed to
the Gospel of Christ.. On the
contary they promoted and deve-
Joped the culture of the lacality
while imparting the Gospel mes-
sage to the people.

The Educational mission of
the American missionaries has left
deep imprints in our country’s
chequered history. Mr. Jebanesan
has dome a very commendable
work in bringing out this book
which sees from the angle of
history -— the selfiess and devoted
mission work dope by ths Ameri-
can missioners; especially in the
field of education, language and
culture.

It is remarkable that Mr.
Jebanesan a seholar in history,
scripture and Tamil has chosen
such a timely topic for his re-
search, anpalytical study and critic-
ism. He bas done a marvellous
job. It is a #imely topic becamse
& new interest is shown by scho-
lars of recent times in the study
of the relationship between Re-
ligion and Culture. Especially
missiologists are epgeged in re-
re-searching into the inper affinity
of Religion to Culture inorder
to formulate a meanirgful metho-
dology fo.' Missionary action.

Secordlv in most of the Asian
countries a4 new interest is shown
in the stidy of language and its
relation to literature and culture,
Thig is ve y true of Tamil language
which ba: tae credit of having
had four Iaternational Research

Price Rs. 20-00. pp. 103

Conferences. A great part of the
Asian continent regained its in-
dependence a few decades ago
and a new enthusiasm is shown
teday by the Asian masses to-
wards their language, cultore and

- to itself.  The “otber human potentials, -

Mr. Jebanesan has taken lot
of pains in gathering and pro-
cessing the data conceiving the
mission and ministry of the Ame-
rican Missioners and has beauti-
fully arranged and organized his
book and made it very easy for
the reader.

We hope that the author
would cootinue this noble mission
with the support and encourage-
ment by his students and other
readers.

Rev. Fr. A, J, V. Chandrakanthan
{ Dept. of Languages and
Cultural Studies
University of Jaffna,)

Wedding
Selvarajah — Rajaratnam

The marriage of Ratnarajah,
son of Mr. Rajarutnam and Mrs,
Rajaratnam of Araly and Savi-
thiri daughter of Mr, and Mrs.
S. Selvarajah of Chavakacheheri
was solemnised at the Chavakach-
cheri Church on Saturday, 20th
of August. The Rev. A, C, Matha-
narajah officiated assisted by Rev.
Sam Thampoe. The Rev. S, C,
‘Arnold preached the homily.

Chrislogus — Chelliah

The marriage of Newfon Je-
nanathan, son of Mr. and Mrs.
G, Chrislogus of Chundiculi and
Felicia Manonsthy, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. E. T, Chellish of
Chavakachcheri was solemnised at
the Chavakachcheri Church on
Saturday, 27th of August. The
Rev. A, C, Mathanarajah officiated.
The Rev. Issac Selvaratnam preach-
ed the bomily,

For the Record

Mr. G. Parthasarathy in
Sri Lanka

The Indian Prime Minister's
Special Euovoy to Sri Laoka was
in the island from Angust 25 te
September 1. After his eight day
visit to Sri Lanka, he has. told
reporters at the airport that he
will return in another fortnight to
continue the talks.

Mr. Parthasarathy conducted
some of his talks without any
aides but at times had with him,
according to” reports, Mrs. Neera
Shankar, the Deputy Secretary of
the Indian Foreign) Ministry who
accompanied him on this trip and
Mr. S. J. S, Chatwal, the Indian
High Commissioner.

Mr. Parthasarathy’s meeting
with Mrs, Bandaranayake was,
according to The Island (29-8-83)
his first meeting with a Sri Lan-
kan leader after his 90 minute
confidential meseting with Presi-
dent Jeyawardene.

Also present at the meeting
with the SLFP leader were for-
mer Deputy Minister of Plan Im-
plementation, Mr. Deshapriva Se-
panayake and the Indian Ambas-
sador in Colombo, Mr. S. J. Chat-
wal.

The Indian Special Eovoy
also conferred with Senior Cabi-
net Ministers including the CWC
leader, Mr. S. Thondaman and the
LSSP leader, Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva. With Dr. de Silva
associated Mr. Bernard de Soysa.

In a 12:line pre-d
Statement, | 1V
(who bad 3 meetings with Presi-
dent Jeyawardene) said that ha
discerned an increasing ‘awareness
of the need to initiate a process
of finding a political solution and
ensuring security and livelihood
to the people, Mr. Parthasarathy
is due to return to Sri Lanka on
14.9-83.

TULF MP’s meet Indian
Emissary

The TULF Members of Par-
liament met Mr. G. Parthasarathy,
at ‘India House' in Colombo on
28-8-83. The party from Jaffna
went by two cars to Colombo,
Besides the five TULF members
of Parliament who took part in
the discussions,, there was also
the new Chairman of the Jaffna
DDC, Mr. N. Rajendran.

Lanka goes off Radio

Veritas

The Sinha'a and Tamil Pro-
gram Producers of Radio Veritas
in Manila have already stopped
all references to the present con-
flict in Sri Lanka in their res-
pective programs effective Satur-
day, August 13, vpon rigid ins-
tructions from the Management of
Radio Veritas.

The Pregram Producers be-
ing Sri Lankans were invited to
the Sri Lanka Embassy by our
Ambassador to discuss this mat.
ter.

The decision of the Radio
Veritas Management has been eon-
veyed to the Foreign Ministry in
Colombo and to the Philippines
Goveroment,

(CDN 20880
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EDITORIAL “The Lord God Omnipotent Reigneth 'J; X
The Hard Road to Normalcy P e
by

With gritty determination, the government has embarked on its
programme of restoring, to the best of its ability, the image of’the
country which bas sunk dramatically from its high point, after the riots.

_The words of Dr, A, T. Arivaratne, the Sarvodhava Leader on

. 1-8:83, expressed without embellishments in the glare of a sudden cn.tn.s-

trophe; underscored cne fundamental truth, The road to pormaley in
the country is not strewn with roses.

Said Mr. Ariyaratne, ''The folly of everyone pavefi'tha way to
looters, criminals and pet'y party peliticians to participate in the
country’s destruction which has now been nccomplish?d ....... Nc‘n even
one out of & hundred of these (refugees) is responsible l‘lar ‘bamg the
inpocent vietims of the situation, created for them by intrigue and
machinations.”

The Prime Minister, R. Premadasa has been the first f{o set the
mood for the return of the country to normalcy — ' can anyone bs
so sepseless’ he has guipped, 'to think they were hitting tha.tarra-
rst in the North by harassing harmless innocent Tamil people in the
South for the crimes of the terrorists?’

Minister Athulathmudali has taken the cue and has has gone a
step further te wonder if the displaced Jaffna people wounld not be
more comfortable in the South without ‘terrorist’ pressure and food
shortage. [ The widespread rumour in Colombo that people in Jaffna
were starving bas been scotched by the Government Agent, Jaffoa.]

The government today is confronted with the most delicate national
sitmation any government faced in this country during the post-inde-
pendence era.

It is not diffieult to see that the return to normaley of the coun-
try in political terms is one thing, in practical terms, amother. Terror-
lsm or seperatism apart, it is a disturbing thought that the Jaffna.
Tamils (who are now with their kith and kin) are unable to get
back to the anchors to which their lives have besn moored for many
decades, prior to the riots, for fear of a resuscitation of violence,

- They had built houses and put up bnsiness establishments in
Colombo and the suburbs by arduous toil, with the aid of Bank loans,
without ever a thought of 'a seperate state’. What they are left
with mow are . gutted buildings, broken hopss and innumsrable talks
() '-- !A‘ﬁw' .

There are other Jaffaa Tamils who may not have been * anchired”
> South but to whom a wrench from their jobs which has been
necessitated by embarassing and difficult working conditions have
caused enormous existential problems.
, The government is now making a genuine effort to bave the dis.
placed employees from Jaffoa back at their desks, factories and busi-
mess establishmants,

Over the radio and on television, the leaders of the government
bave appealed to the people of the country to live and work together
in accordance with the Buddhist norms of conduct and behaviour.

Bnt the guestion that yet remains unanswered is, if firm convic-
tions and high standards could be a match for raw animal iostincts,
In this context we commend Dr. Ariyaratne’s appeal for all commu-
nities and religious leaders for a National Amity Conference on Octo-
ber 1, and 2 — the latter day coinciding with the Birthday ef Mahat-
. ma Gandhi, " Morality will be moral only when it bscomes volun-
fary” is the basic teaching of the Mahatma,

“The Lord God Omnipotent

who desire this and work for it
Reigneth”

capnot but head the words of
Theodore Roosevelt, '‘this coun-
try will not be a good place for
any of us to live in anless we
make it a good place for all of
us to live in.” Those of us wha
affirm our faith that "the Lord

( Contintied from colum 4 )

of bringing farth harmonious music.
The story is told of a family that
bad experienced a terrible night of
storm. The little girl asked her

father at breakfast table, " What
was God doing last night during
the storm?" Thnen aoswering her
owo question, she said, "I know,
God was making the morning,"”
In God's perspective the irials of
an  oppressed . people canoot but
lead to the morning of deliverance
and freedom,

5ri Lanka is a multi-lingual,
multi-racial  and multi-religious
country. Ever since independence,
for more than three decades the
country bas witnessed racial strife
and cooflict bursting into violence
from time to time, The dasire
of all our Peoples is for reconci-
liation and peace based on the
liberty of all the people and jus.
tice for all the people.  Thoge

D

God  Omnipotent reigneth "’ can
never forget that He Teigns as
the prince of peaces. Freedom and
Peace are the gifts of the God
who reigns. A gift of God is
always both a gift and a task
and the task to which we are
sent forth is to be liberators and
peacemakers in our time,

Major Industiries Divested

REPIA,
in the

which
waia of the
governmen teke chapge of
damaged woperties and  business
establishments, has divested the
following riaior industrivs St. An-
thony's G oup of Industries, the
K G fGrouy, the Mabaraja Group,
Hirdstama iis and ,]aff-.rjees.

Wwas set up
riuts by the
to

The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar

The theme of this text from
the book of Revelation, recurs as
a trinmphant note of faith through-
out the Bible, The Psalmist sings:
“the TLord reigns; let the earth
rejoice” (Ps: 97:1); “the Lord
reigns; let the peeples tremble™
(Ps. 99:1). The prophet ex-
claims, " How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of him
who brings good tidings...... who
says to Zion "Your God reigneth”
(Is. 52:7). It is the same mote
that the anthor of the Book of
Revelation strikes in his coura-
geous affirmation of faith “ the
l.ord God Omnipotent reigneth.”
These words are probably familiar
to many more through its use in
Handel's famous Oratorio, The
Messiah, than as words from the
Book of Revelation. It is said
that on one particular oceasion at
a performance of Handel's Mes-
stah, by an error the Halleluiah
chorus- was listed in the pro-
gramme as: ' The Lord Ged
Omnipotent resigneth.” It might
have beem just a printer’s devil
but it equally well could have
been a cynie’s tilt at the Chris-
tian faith, seeing the horrible con-
dition of the world; would it pot
be more appropriate to siy “God
bas resigned” than to say “God
teigns” or " God rules™? The
evenis ef the last few weeks in
our country could very well lead
has resigned.” The killings, the
arson, the looting, the wanton
destruction and all other concejy-
able forms of man’s inhumanity
to man which we witnessed cap
shatter people’s faith in an Almigh.
ty Ged leave alone in a just and
righteous God. How can any-
body who has witnessed these
events dare to claim ' the Igrg
God Omnipotent reigneth™? How
can the preacher proclaim to the
victims of these events, ' God
reigns"'?  We could only say one
thing, Neither the Psalmist nor
the prophet in Isaiah 52 nor the
writer of the Book of Revelation
affirmed this faith at a time when
everything weat well with the
people. They wers not people whg
lived in the security and prospe.
rity of royal palaces singing joy.
fully “the Lord God Omnipotent
reigneth,” The prophet was in
deed the prophet of the FExile
who spoke to his people in exile
in Babylon. He proclaimed the
good tidings of God's reign to a
people who wailed in their en-
slaved oppressed condition *‘how
can we sing the Lord's song in
a straoge land?", The author of
the Book of Revelation

was a
prisoner in ‘the isle of Patmes,
He @addressed his message to

Churches suffering persecution up-
der the reign of Emperor Domi-
tian in the last decade of the first
century. It is to enslaved, op.
pressed and persecuted people that
the good news of God's reign was
proclaimed. But how could they
bave proclaimed such a message
when the facts around them so
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patently contradicted all that they
were trying to claim for G-’Jﬂ_?
Did God indeed reign or was it
the oppressor and the persecutor
who reigned? To the prophet
and the seer the answer was clear.
“On the earth the broken arcs;
in the heaven a perfect round.”
God {s the Alpha and the Omgea,
the beginning and the end. He
is Lord of history and against
all the travails and turmoils of
history is written our Lord's
triumphant word "It is finished.”
The Christian therefore under-
stands his sofferings in the light of
the cross, As Soren Kisrkegaard
pat it, “ When I think of God,
I think of Him upon His throne
of sorrow.” The end of the story
is mot Golgotha but the Resur-
rection morn.

The vision of God's final
triumph, the vision of the final
consummation of histary, the hope
of God’s kingdom, can be a pleas-
ing dream but of what comfort
are such visions to those for
whom murder, arson, lootisg apg
destruction are the Present reg.
lity? It is in the midst of such
reality that the prophet claimg
“The kingdom of the world hag
become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ, and he shall
reign for ever and ever” ( Rev,
11:15)., The presant o sion,
sufferip,

cess. They are of the very warp
and woof of history. Isragl had
to learn this lesson through the
experience of the Exodus. Delj.
verance from the oppression in
Egypt did not mean life g a
land flowing with milk apd honey,
It was first the hard discipling of
the wilderness, a period of tria]
and testing, an opportunity for
endurance and deepening of faith,
Above all it was the time to
learn to put trust in God and
God alone the true soures of de-
liverance and liberation. The libe-
ration theelogians of gur day have
helped us to understand afresh
the meaniog of the Exodus as g
paradigm of the story of [ibera.
tion of all peoples ang nations.
The life of true freedom is God’s
purpose for all peoples. Horges
Greeley said, "it ig impessible
mentally or socially to enslaye @
Bible reading people,” [t was this
faith of a Bible reading people
that found expression in the wards
of Jobn F, Kennedy, **we shall
Pay any price, bear any burden
meet any hardship, suppert u;:

frisnds. o to assure the survi-
val and success of libarty."
It is well known that the

finest violins are made from the
spruce trees that grow high in the
mountaics. Having endured the
snows, aud the storms, and haviog
been bent, beaten and tossed about
by strong winds, the timber deve-
lops the resonance becessary for
the best violins. The forces of
oppression can be creatively ah-
sorbed and transformed into L means

( Continued on colum 1 )
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