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Tellippalai Church

The new Presbyter of the
Tellippalai Church and his wife,
the Rev. T. S. Premarajah and
Mrs. Premarajah were welcomed
en Sunday 11.9-83 at a Special
Service in the Church led by
Rev. T.S. Premarajah and later
at a public meeting in the Union
College Hall, presided over by
Mr. 1. P. Thurairatnam. Rev.
D. R. Ambalavanar preached the
Sermon at the Service.

The occasion was also availed
of, to bid farewell to Rev. D. R,
Ambalavanar and Mrs. Ambala-
vapar who had served the Church
for the last four years and dar-
-iog whose pericd the Tellippalaj
Church celebrated its 150th Anni-
VErsary.

Rev. T. S. Premarajah Te-
turned recently from USA where
bhe bas completed a Course in
Counselling at the Princeton Theo-
logical College.

Uduvil Church

The Uduvil Church of the
JDCSI remembered My. Daniel

otgam by the Executive Com-
mittee of the Church on Saturday
(10-9-83).

The Rev. 5. N. Suguaananthan
led the service and offered the
Litany of Thanksgiving. The Bible

Lessons were read by Miss A, P.-

Yogaratnam (a grand-daughter of
the lay deacon) and Mr. J, T,
Thambiratnam the Secretary of
the Church.

A special lyric was rendered
by the church choir. Mrs, S.
Vadivelu, on behalf of the church,
paid a tribute to the life and
work of Mr. D. P. Seevaratnam
Wwho as lay deacon for 23 years
after his retirement as a Head.
Master for many years at a CMS
School in  Kodigamam, took up
residence at Uduvil East and
identified himself closely with the
CSI church at Uduvil,

Despite his age (he was 89
when he died ) he walked a distance
of nearly two and a balf miles
up and down, to church on Sunday
mornings and was well in time
before 7-30 a, m. in the vestry to
attend to the preliminary routine
duties. His assistance to the Tamil
refugees in 1977, in eollaboration
with Sevak Sam Alfred is worthy
of grateful remembrance, Sevak
Rev., Sam Alfred, preached the
Sermoa, After the concluding
bymn, For alli the Saints who
from their labowrs rest Rev, S, N,
Sugunzpanthan, pronounced the
Benediction.

The members of the family
entertained the Uduvil chuich
members and others present to a
Fellowship Tea at the close of
the Service,
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At Nobel Prize Ceremony

wwe We Respond with Life

“to oppression, plunder-
ing and abandonment, we respond

with life. Niether fAoods nor pla-
gues, nor famines nor cataclysm,
mor  even the eternal wars of

century upon century have been
able to subdue the persistent ad-
yantage of life over death.”

So said Dixit Gabriel Garcia
Msrqnez, the Colombian writer,
winner of the 1982 Nobel Prize in
Literature, at the ceremony of
the reception of the award.

Is he saying something real
or is this -another way in which
he tries masterfully to link rea-
lity with fantasy? In the world
in which we live today, can a
sane mind express itself in suech
8 way? I venture to say that
be is trying to convey the de-
sires, comvictions and expecta-
tions of millions of human beings
upon this earth...... " we respond
with life”.....even in the midst
of the most difficult situations
where life seems to be at the
edge of disappearance ..... these
stubborn people.......

It is heard coming from pla-
ces wﬁ.ere _oppussio:n and iﬂ.im_!-

ual from ptu-qswi\eu bmbm ..

are already old when they are
born, because their life expectan-
cy does not go beyond 40 years;
from places where the anxiety
generated by the possibility of a
nuclear anmihilation is being felt
with greater intensity.

Indeed it is a mixture of
fear and hope, a '"cry of the
people”. And as it bappened be.
fore, this cry is heard by God :
"1 bhave seen the affliction of my
people ..... and have heard their

cry...... I have come down to
. deliver them...... " (Exodus 3:
7—38). Moreover, His answer

is always a life giving answer,
He too “'responds with life..! It
is in the person of Jesus Christ
that God bas said His defigite
YES to life.

Young people in particular
are committed to " respond with
life ", confronting the powers that
are ready to respond with death.
Garcia Marquez ended his speech
inviting everybody to engage in
the creation of “a new and sweep-
ing utopia of life, where no one
will be able to decide for others
how they die, where love will
prove true and happiness be pos-
sible, and where the races con-
demned to one hundred years of
solitude will have, at last and
forever, a second opportunity en
earth.,” Just an utopia ? It sounds
similar to ao old promise:; ‘' He
will dwell with them, and they
shall be His people, and God
himself be with them; He will
wipe away every tear from their
eyes, and death shall be no
more.” (Hev. 21-3)

‘YOUTH' — News
Youth Office — World
June 1983,

Editorial in
letter  of the
Couneil of Churches,

More relief packages

The Maldivian Government
has pledged relief assistance worth
balf a million Sri Lankan rupees
for displaced persons affected by
the recent disturbances.

The Maldivian relief consign-
ment, which arrived in Colomba
harbour recently containg clothing
material,

The Red Cross Society of the
Federal Republie of Germany in
co-operation  with the Federal
Government will gift DM 120,000
— (approx Rs. 1 million) for the
help of displaced persons in Sri
Laoka,

Obituary

Mr. 5. 5. Selvaratnam

We regret to record the death
which occurred at Uduavil on
19-8-83, of Mr. 8. 5. Selvaratnan,
who retired from the Medical De-
partment, Colombo and later
worked at St. Thoma's College,

Bandarawela, where he was for
many years.
Rev.. S. N, Sugunananthan

officiated, at the Funeral Service
on 21-8-83, mssisted by Rev. V. N.
Tharmaku]asmgham, a naghﬂ of

rematns were interred
the Uduvii Church burial gmunds

Mr. Selvaratnam’s wife, The-
vakirupai  (nee Nalliah) prede-
ceased him a few years ago,

He leaves behind Mr, and Mors,
Thevaselvam (Singapore) son and
davghter-in-law aod Mr. & Mrs.
M. Kanagasundaram daughter and
son-in-law, (Florida).

Mrs. David Vethasundaram

We record with deep sorrow
the sudden death of Christine
Ponmalar, the young wife of Mr,
David Vethasundaram the Officer

in Charge of the Diocesan Coeco-

nut Farm at Pallai. After a day's
illness at the in hospital, Mrs,
Vethasundaram passed away on

10-9:83. She leaves behind two
small children.

The Funeral took place on
11-9-83 at Uduvil. The Bishop,

the Rt. Rev. D. ]. Ambalavanar
conducted the funeral service as-
sisted by Rev. S. N, Sugunananthan,

The committal rites at the
graveside were performed by Rev.
Lawrence of the Dutch Reformed
church, & brother of the deceasen.

Mrs. Velupillai Vairamuthu

The death occurred on 6-9-83
at Pupguduativa of Mrs. Velupillai
Vairamuthu, the oldest member
of the Pungudativu Church,

The fuperal took place at her
residence on &-9-83 at 5 p.m.
Rev. Danial Thisgarajah conducted
the service assisted by Mr. V.
Rajkumar VYorker at Puogudutiyu,
who preached the Sermon.

At the graveside, the com-
mittal rites were performed by
Rev, Daniel Thiagarajah,
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Mission
Vocational Training Centre,
Delft.

Applications are invited from
qualified personnel for employment
as Inostructors in the Mission Voca-
tional Training Centre in DELFT.,
Proficiency in Palmyrah  crafts
sewing, shorthard & typewritiog
(English and Tamil) ars required-
Apply before the 25th of Septem:
ber, 1983 to:

The Manager,

Mission Vocational Training
Centre,

Parsonage,

Delft..

IN MEMORIAM

IN TREASURED MEMORY
OF

Emily Pavalam Arnold

Daughter of late
Dr. & Mm. @ W Snbmmmm-

"Dfea".-'- 17tk "S‘ﬁp?r‘-ftﬁ r 1978,

“Five years have rolled away,
. Stnce you went beyond the veil
But our sadness and Memory,
Are fresh as it were yesterday.”

Fundiy remembered by your
loving husband and children
here and abroad.

,&xﬁ‘gmﬂ Harmony
An Islandwide effort

The Sarvodaya Leader, Dr.
A. T. Ariyaratne, will start we
learn a ' Padayatra’ (Pilgrimage
on foot) across Sri Lanka which
will take him through many of
the places of religisus importance
as Kataragama and Nagadeepa.
The 'Pilgrimage' is expected to
take about four months.

On the birthday of Mahatma
Gandhi (2-10-83) a People's De-
claration of National Harmony
and Peace will be taken, based
on responses from some 2000 re-
ligious, professional, business and
communpity leaders to whom the
Sarvodbays has written,

On October 1 apnd 2 a Con-
ference will be held at the Ban-
daranayake Memorial International
Conference Hall with 1500 dele-
gates participating.

Two of the points ligted for
implementation are:— (1) To
examine violation of Fundamental
Human Rights in any part of
the country and suggest corrective
measures. (2) The need for great-
er moral strength and correct ate
titudes on the part of the law
enforcement authorities.

FOR ADV ?lsamm"ﬁ& FALS
Apbly to : __;f
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More News of the Refugees

There are yet 15,252 refu-
gees in the Camps in Colombo
and another 6000 elsewhere in
the country as on 14.9 83.
Nearly 50 per cent of the re-
fugees in Colombo who are
self employed leave for work
from the camps and return in
the evening for security.

The 6000 who are in Jag-
na, Mullaitivu and Vavuniva
are Indian refugees and wish
to settle in these regions. They
are mostly from the plantation
areas around Kandy and Matale.

In Kilinochi there are some
2500 refugees in nine camps-
Most of the Kilinochi refugees
are Tamil plantation workers
from Hendala, Wattala, Matta-
kuliya, Kelani, Hunupitiya and
Kelaniya. A group of refu-
gees arrived in Jaffna from
Colombo on 13.9-83 and have
been accommodated at Pannai.
These refugees, according to
news reports, returned to their
original abode from comps but
could not reside there in safe-
ty and therefore had to seek
refugee again in a camp The
total number at Pannai is 192
(as on 14-9-83). Kaithadi and
Gurunegar are other places
where camps for refugees have
been put up.. [ Kaithadi was
the first place in Jaffna where
a refugee camp was set up ]

The Stateless of Indian Origin
Some 9000 stateless people

bo have expressed a wish to go
to India. These are people
who were second and third
generation Sri Lankan citizens.
The decision about them rests
with India. Some 600 Indo-Cey-
lon passport holders who were
refugees at St. Thomas® Prep,
Kullupitiya have already left
for India with the resumption
of the Indo-Ceylon Ferry Ser-
vice.

CWC Delegation to meet MGR

In the meanwhile, a CWC
delegation comprising Mr. S.
Sellasamy, the CWC Secretary
and Mr. P. Krishnasamy, the
Information officer left for In-
dia on 10 9-83, according to a
report in Swn (14-9:83 ) which
journal quotes the All India
Radio thus:-

“The CWC has asked that
the Sri Lankan government
assist estate workers who had
have been affected by the re-
cent violence with funds avail-
able from the Prime Minister of
India, that a probe be con-
ducted on the harassment of
settlers «of Indian origin in the
Mannar and Vavuniya areas
and also investigate the forci-
ble removable of such settlers
during the recent violence and
many other requests,

Missing rufugees

The Government Agent,
Jaffna has according to news
reports reported 20 cases of
families where the husbands
are missing According o
legal sources, Certificates of
Death under affidavits could
be issued for the widqwg‘to
draw payment of gratituities
and other terminal benefits

THE _MOREY!_NG STAR

Displaced frem Employments

The refugees displaced from
employment in the mercantile

sector are, according to news
reports, some 24,000. Minister
Athulathmudali has informed

manufacturers and traders that
the Insurance Corporation of
Sri Lanka has drawn up o
Consequemtial Loss ( Salaries)
Insurance Poliey to enable the
trade to meet the salary coms
mitments of employees up to
six or 9 months in the event
of interruption to their enter-
prises

Riet - Refugees in the Enst

Some 150 families have
arrived at Tirukovil and Potfu-
wil in the Eastern Province,
some staying with their kith
and kin. Others who have
neither friends or relations
are sheltered at the Commu-
nity Centre at Sangaman vil-
lage and Pottuvil.

Parthasarathi’s visit put off

Mr. G Parthasarathi has
put off the second phase of
his discussions with President
Jeyawardene which was to have
commenced on 15-9-83. It is
learnt that the President of
Sri Lanka has informed Mrs.
Gandhi that he would be in
touch with her on her return
from New York. before decid-
ing on the date of the Special
Envoy’s second visit to Sri
Lanka.

el s NN 1. | U |- 10 ¢

Dr. J. S. B. Kumarakulasinghe

We regret to record the
death which took place in
Colombo on 2-9-83 of Dr. Josepn
Selvadurai Barr Kumarabulasin-
ghe the eldest son of the late
Maniagar R R. Barr Kumara-
kulasinghe and the late Mrs
Kumarakulasinge of Barr Lane,
Tellippalai.

The Funeral Service was
held at the residence of the
daughter of the deceased, Mrs.
Suhirthamalar Buell at 5th Lane,
Colpetty. The remains were
interred at the General Ceme-
tery, Kanatte.

Dr. Kumarakulasinghe lea:
ves behind besides hizs wife,
Daisy Suhirtharatnam (nee Sup-
piah), five children, Dr. Chel-
varajan Kumarakulasinghe, Pro-
fessor of Surgery, Peradeniya,
University, Mrs Rupamalar
Singham (KualaLampur), Mrs.
Vasanthamalar Wilson (Austra-
lial, Mrs. Suhirthmalar Buell
(Colombo ), Mr. Rajamanjan
Kumarakulasinghe ( Australia)
and two sisters, Mrs. C G.
Kanagasundaram (New Zealand)
and Mrs. 8, J. V. Chelvapnaya-
kam (Colombo), His brother.
Mr. C. §. B Kumarakulasinghe
predeceased him a few years
ago.

O  The Svi Lanka Central Board
bas withdrawn 50 new buses
from the Northern Region Trans-
port Board and replaced them
with old buses. It is learnt
that this action bhas been taken
beseause of the attacks on state
buses,
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Could the TULF Modify
its Mandate ?

“There was cossiderable
common ground said Misigter
Athulathmudali, **on the posis
tions and postures of the va-
ried political parties, including
the TULF about charting a
lasting solution to the ethnic
problem .

The difference of opinion
is in the degree of autonomy
that should be given. The go-
vernment was committed to
the full implementation of the
District Development Council
System which the people had ac-
cepted. We even submitted an
interim report when the distur-
bances interrupted the work.

On the impasse caused by
governments insistence on the
disavowal of seperatism and
the TULF’s refusal to give up
Eelam, Mr- Athulathmudali said
that the government could not
vary its position as the majo-
rity of the people did not want
to have any truck with eela-
mites,

He suggested that the
TULF make use of the Trin-
comalee vacancy to modify the
mandate to something short of
Eelanis

TULF and the' Federal

Alternative

The Secretary General of
the TULF, Mr. A. Amirthalin-

to
in London on 14-9-83, that the
TULF might drop its separa-
tist demands if an acceptable
Federal alternative were offer-
ed but he would not do so as
a pre-condition for talks.

Mr. Amirthalingam whose
western tour includes West
Germany and Britain hopes to
meet British Prime Minister,
Thatcher. He has told Reuter
that he would ask Britain and
the Western nations to urge
the Sri Lankan Government to
negotiate a political settlement,

."For 25 years we have
aaked for a federal form of
government. If a genuine fede-
ral structure can be worked
out, we may be able to per-
suade our people to accept it’
Mr. Amirthalingam is reported
to have said.

Vavuniva MP urges
inquiry

Mr. T. Sivasithamparam, MP
for Vawuoiya, has appealed in a
telegram to the President to cause
an inquiry on how Nagalingam
Sivagnanam and Thillayambalam
Sivaneli, two young men from
Vavuniya, met with their death.

Wedding

Swaminathan — Easanesan

The marriage of Ernest Arul-
kumar, son of Dr. and Mrs. 5.
Swaminathan of Nunavil and
Christine Ranjini, daughter of
the late Mr, Easanesan and Mrs.
lasanesan of Navaly was solem-
nised at the J. D. C.S. I. Church,
Nupavil on 20-8-83 At 3 p.m,

Rev. A. C. Mathanaraj, the
Circuit Pastor, officiated: R_ov.
1. C. Mather preached the hemily,

Letter to the Editer
The Concept of
Transcendence

(Continued from our last isame)

Conclusion

The Bishop tries to differ-
entiate between Immanentism and
Immanence. He equates Imma-
nentism with materialism, and de-
clares that Immanentism is g
creed which is irreligions. As
referred to by me earlier, the
present day scientists declare that
there is nothing called matter and
that everything is energy. What
bas the Bishop to say to this?

As I mentioned at the start
there is hardly any purpose served
in quarelling over concepts, After
all, a concept is g concept, Ae-
cording to the Bishop, transcen-
dence is beyond the sepses, It is
not merely beyond the senges but
it is beyond the mimd. Jg fact,
the mind can operate even with-
out the senses, Transcendence
and Immanence are therefore sup-
plementary and they have the
realms, The earth is the Lord's
and the fullness thereof declares
the Bible.

In the Egyptian priesthood
there are thirty three degrees ons
has to pass, It is only in the
last three degrees that Immanenee
is taught. The fact that this sub-
ject is taken up last is sufficient
proof of its subtleness. One of
the most wonderful things of
Christ's teaching iz that wa gst
rid of the distinction between the
sacred and the secmlar, You have
then realised what Immanencs

‘where and in sll things and every-
thing that exist is the expression
of God. The day you get rid of
the human sense of this Ugiverse,
then you will understand what
God meant when he said to Moses
“the place where thou standest
is holy ground?".

Let us therefore not tight
over words. The word is mot the
reality. The description is not
the described. The explanation is
not the explained., For thase of
us who are oo the spiritual path
these dissertations have no value
and are mere intellectual jargen.

‘When Pops Paul VI visited
& prison on the 10th of April
1964, be is reperted to have said,
"I have come not for romantic
or humanitarian reasons but 1 see
the incaroation of Christ in every
one of you,” St. Paul himself is
very clear when he teaches that
the Christ is in you. The Holy
Spirit is in you. Yowr body is
the temple of the living God.
etc., etc. The peet says ‘' you
are closer than breathing and
closer than hands and feet”. All
these are evidence of what we
are called upon to do, is to rea-
lise the Presence of God within
us. Once this is attained we see
God in everything. Only then,
Universal love becomes a reality.
We ses the Mingling of the
Transcendence and Immanence of
God., Indeed we sese God in
evere object, whether according
to human sense, is mapimate or
inanimate. Such is the glory of
God to be remlised. God is not
only object of worship but a sub-
jective force to be realised.

K. Jeyarajah.

g

Kacheheri,
J affnn,
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Bribery Unit Keeps Tabs
on ‘New Rich’

The Investigation Unit of the
Bribery Commissioner’s Depart-
ment is keeping a record of all
complaints made with regard to
theft or loss of jewellery so that
it could make future investiga-
tiens,

Bribery Commissioner Noel
Wijenaike said that persons who
bave made unlawful gains during
the recent disturbances will try
to sell the jewellery once things
are back to normal.

Referring to people who may
have got ‘Certificates of Deposit’
by putting stolen money in foreign
banks he =aid that investigations
will bs made on any complaints
made with regard to these 'new
rich* elements,

So far the Bribery Commis-
sioner’s Department has received
around 1,500 complaints he said.

U. N. Secretary General to
report on Sri Lankan riots

The U. N. Sub Commission
on Prevention of Descrimination
and Protection of Minorities has
voted 10 to 8 on a resolution
that the UM Human Rights Com-
mission should ask the Secretary
General of the UN to seek in-
formation from the Goveroment
of Sri Lanka and other sources
on the recent incidents on com-
munal violence and submit a
report to ECOSOC, the UN
Economic and Social Council.

The countries who voted far
_ the resolution were: Egypt, Bel:
~ gium, Greece, Norway, France,
Mexieo, Costa Rica Peru, USA
and the UK.

Those who voted against were .
Sudan, Pakistan, Syria, USSR,
Yugoslavia, Ethiopia and Bangla-
desh,

The
Zambia,
India.
sent at voting time were :-
geria, Morocca, Roumonia,
Panama.

abstentations  were -
Ghana, Argentina and
Those who were not pre-
Ni-
and

[Source: Isiand 8-9-83]

New passperts for those
affected

The Department of Immigra-
tlon and Emigration has set up
a special unit to scrutinise the
fload of applications eoming for
those affected by the recent com-
munal disturbances,

The Deputy Controller of
Immigration and Emigration Mr,
M. B. Ratnayake said that a large
punber of p2rsoas have appliad
for new passporis oo the gronods
that tneir old ooes were destreyed
following the recemt disturbamces.

Mr. Ratnayake added that all
applicants were now being inter-
viewed to ascertain facts before a
decision is taken to issue fresh
passportss

In the case of persons whose
birth certificates are alleged to
have been destroyed: Mr. Ratna-
yake said that they will have to
produce the birth certificates of
their mext of kin or an affidavit,

A certified police report is
also essential as proof that their
pelopgings were destroyed,

- sored colonisations !),

Exodus — ’83

More than & menth has elaps
ed since that black week in July,
& week in which violenee of an
unspeakably brutal nature wayg un
leashed on a hapless community,
Racism, which had reared its
ugly head with increasing frequan-
cy over the last few years, un-
leashed its venom and ingtitutions,
factories, shops, houses and the
most precious of all — life itself
—were erased in a matter of
minutes and hours. Faith, hope
and love are classad by St. Paul
as the greatest virtues., If not
for the oceasional show of friend-
ship, the last minute escape from
death, many would have thought
these virtues dead,

The violence is over (we
pray) but the underlying canses
remain. Wounds that were in-
flicted with such savagery can be
cured only by time, love and a
helping hand and above all by a
just solution that will ensure secu-
rity, peace and a dignified co-sx-
istenc for Tamils.

Besides causing so much hu-
man misery and leaving the eco-
nomy in shambles, the events of
July triggered off the greatest trans
Lankan migration of people that
this eountry has witnessed (even
accounting for Government spon-
A veritable
Exodus, one which the Jews might
have been proud to record in
days gone by. Tamils in their
thousands Hocked North to escape
the violence, sesking refuge in
the land of their roots and leav-
ing bshind in ashes all their ss-
pirations and possessions. A sin-
gle garment, a single bag — for
some these were all that were
salvaged. This time both rich
and poor all were equally devas-
tated. (Jaffoa Tamil and Estate
Tamil), Thers was no discrimi-
nation there anyway !

For those from Colombo it
has bzen a rude transformation.
From comfortable existence ( for
some ) subsisting on the cha-
rity of friends, But for maost
of them there are relations to
stay with, jobs to return to, some
savings to fall back omn— there is
that ray of hope,

The plight of the so called
'Estate’ or 'Indian’' Tamils is
altogether quite different, These
exploited people, whose level of
subsistencee has shown no marked
elevation over the century whose
back breaking work, shores up the
fragile economy, they too have
been devastated. For them how-
ever there is no Bank account
ta fall back on, mo secure job to
return  to, Mapy eof them are
people without a country, And
now what little they had is lest.
They have come to, what to
them, is, an alien land only in
the confidence that among fellow
Tamils they can lind safe haven.

Unlike the many refugees
from Colombo who wers sent
Morth by boat, train and plane
these refugees have bad to make
the trek northwards without any
governmat help. In families and
small groups they bave come North
by bus and lorry. Mapy more
would f not -for the lack of
transpori and the diicouragement
of offical agencies, Kilinochchi
being @& big Tamil town on the
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main  highway, has become a men tg one of the Camnps ith
point of disembarkation for these threats to send the pea}:r:]z :al::k
people. to their original plages,

There in Kilinochchi there The solution te these pro-
are eight Camps at preseant, look- blsms i5  therefore quick perma-
ing after 2,000 refugees, Dug to nent rehabilitation, Most of the
!ack of facilities for accommodat- people this writer spoke with, were
Ing many have been sgent to not prepared to raturn to their
Campfs. in Mannar, Madhu and original places: They have come
Mullaitiva. As more and more to stay. Most would be happy
trickle in, they are sent further if they were given 2 plot of
North  to  Gurunagar, Mathagal forest land which they could clear

and Kaithady in Jaffna,

Most of those in the Camps

are from around Matale.
Various other places like Nuwara-
Eliya, Anuradhapura, Gampola
are more than adequately repre-
sented. The greatest irony is the
presence of refugees from Trig-
comalee Tamils driven out from
Tamil lands., A sad testimony to
the times we live in,

here

The people are mainly labour”
ers from the Estates. Others were
owners of small boutiques, The
saddest aspect is the large num.
ber of small children among them
—innoecent victims of a world
gone mad. Many are the stories
the people can rtell one. Horrify-
ing tales that might better be-
long in a Boris Karloff Tales of
Terror. Some of the babies were
bora in forests where the mothers
were in hidinig —one such girl
has even been named Kaddu Rani!
Inspite of all this they have not
(yet) given way to despair.

This has been in large mea-

sure due to the wonderful work
dome by the people caring for
them. The Kurvkulam, The Rota-

ty pud Lion's Clgbs, @ Youth
Sports Club. Red Barna, Red
Cross, the Catholic Church and
C.5.1. seems an odd conglomo-
ration, but these are the wvarious
organisations that are assisting
the government by doing all the
relief work. These groups work-
ing in co-operation with the So-
cial Services Dept., have been
providing shelter, food and health
care to these destitute Tamils.

Each Camp here houses around
350 people. With the halp of
dedicated epergetic volunteers tha
organisations are doing a difficult
job and have so far been doing
it well. It is especially heart-
warming to see the genine eon-
cern and care shown by these
workers —be they nouans, local
youth, Jaffna Campus students or
other volunteers. After initial
difficulties most of the Camps
are now well organised. How-
ever, it must be stressed that
they are pgeared for only shert
term relief work,

At present the health of these
refugees is looked after by the
Government Services, Red Cross
and C. S.I. working in collabo-
ration. So far there have been
no major outbreaks of disease.
This happy situation cannet be
bhoped to last, Already cases of
diarrhoea have been noted. With
oply temporary latrines and the
threat of rain looming large, the
situation could rapidly deteriorate,
The District Hospital is too poor-
ly staffed and equipped te handle
a major epidemic. Besides health,
various other problems will crop
up. Days of idle living will take
their toll im quarrals, disaffection
and despair, A more sinister fac-
tor was added recently by the
visit of the greep khakhi clad

' tunity

and cultivate, As one man puts

it "'Sir, tell us what to do. We
will do as yeu all wish ", ela-
quently expressing

their helpegs-
pness. The

resources as far as
lands go, South of Kilinochehi

are immense. Others who are
used to different trades will have
to be rehabilitated in other WaYS.
The goverament may take time
to do this (in view of its reluc-
tance regarding pon Sinbala set-
tlements in the North). It will
therefore fall on volunteer groups
to promise them and also to help
with this aspect of rehabilitation,

Being members of the J.D.,
C.S. 1., readers may well agk
what our Church has contributed
to relief work, A fair bit. Though
oot running a Camp our Diacese
has helped all the Camps in sig-
nificant ways. Ia addition to the
traditional distribution of Varany
eges, the Diocese helped with
contribution of food supplies dur-
ing the difficult early period
clothes and items such as'matn.
etc, The local Parish members
wera involved .
tion of clothes
by adding the perso ;
that is so necessary for expres-
sing solidarity and| concern. A
significant contribution was the
aid given to health services by
co-ordinating health work, provid-
ing medical personnel and the
brand new Mobile Clinic vehicle
for the' transport. Needless to
mention that the Parish Priest
was deeply involved in all thess
aspectss

The Diocese's efforts under-
scores the point that without its
presence in Kilinochehi such direct
work involvement may not have
been possible. As it is there is
scope for the Church to do much

more in terms of rehabilitation
because of this.

To conclude (after baving
digressed to pat the C. S. [. on
the back!) the refugees have
come North with nothing but
hope. Hope that here they ean

find refuge and the beginniogs of
a pew morrow. To them this
is the promised land. It is up
to us, 85 the residents, to reach
out the hand of friendship to help
them in their guest for a new
lifee. A npew and meaningful
future can be forged tegether.
Let us not sguander this oppor-
to help ourselves rise
Phoenix like from the ashes of
July *83.
D. C. Ambalavanar
Kilinechehi,

In brief

O A Widowers and Orphans
Pensions Fumd had been set
up by the government which
would enable even a widower
to draw his pension with effect
from August 1, 1983,
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EDITORIAL
Truth in the Service of National Unity

With low hovering clouds yet over the eountry, in the wa}@ of
the senseless spasms and savage actions inflicted on ionocent wictims,
& genuine attempt is being made, we note, by several people through
the media to forge & pational unity In Sri Laoka which could stand

the test of time.

But what many of the well intentioned 'authors’ of centre-page
articles in our national dailies fail te see is, that the truth does not
do .na much good in the world as its counterfeits do evil.

* Truth decay ' in the life of a pation as ! tooth-decay’ in the
lite of individuals brings about complications which ultimately affects,
the metabolism of the ' whole body .

The statistics that have been given many times over to show
that the Tamils in this country are a minority and that their 'rights’
should be considered within this numerical framework, have never
besn a subject of serious coniroversy.

Of the population of 15 million, 110 lakhs (74%) are Sinbalese and
18 lakhs (12.6%) are Tamils. The Tamils of Indian origin Qomti-
Zu'tu“some 8 lakhs (5.6%). The Sri Laokan Moors number ten and a
half lakhs [7%). Malays, Burghers and others comprise less than one
pudmt. [ These statistics are from a government source |

Also indisputable is the fact that apart from the reputed leaders
among the Sinbalese and those who among the majority community
held some flambuoyant positions in the colonial government, the ramk

" and file of the people then in the South, for reasons not kaown to us,

did not perhaps make much of the opportunities that they had.

The racist line in Sri Laoka, therefore became very much a fact
of life, with the Tamil minority contributing not a wee bit towards
the creation of this ‘line'.

A few facts are necessary to make our point more explicit and
to clear the air of much of the misconceptions that bave appeared
time and again in our natiomal dailies to stigmatiss in an uncharit-
able manner the achievements of the Tamils, particularly of the North
with & view to providing more grist ta the mill, erected not by the
‘government but by anti-government elements, to crash an innocent
people and so create a political holocaust in the country.

fac ‘Wﬁﬁh Christian missionaries arrived im batches in the early

years of colonical rule with their ‘ packages ' of educational 'seedlings’
they did not focus their interests in any one part ef the country,

From ‘Batticotta’ in the North to Kotte in the South, the 'seed’
which they sowed was the same, as many of the well established
schools today in the South testify.

To assert that the Tamil minorities must now distinguish between
what is theirs by 'right’ and what they have 'acquired” as pri-
vileges under colonial rulers (as a Christian Clergy Association has
pointed out) is to introduce an insalubrious element into our contem-
porary 'climate' which we are all frantically trying to improve with
a view to make the ethnic conflict just now ended, a conflict to end
mll conflicts.

Even in the sphere of Higher Education, it is good for us to
remember that when the University College was started in Colombo
and continued to function ( till the University of Ceylon was established
in the early forties) there was only one condition for admission and
that condition applied to students of all communities in the country
ta whatever pirt they belopged. The condition was that the candidate
sheuld bave passed the London Matriculation Examipation or the Senior
Cambridge Examination with subjects which qualified & student for
exemption from the London Mairiculation Examination. There was
no question of any 'rights' or 'acquired privileges’ for il
munity.

The Christian Church today has a speeial role to play in the ' mis-
sion ', of farging 'national unity ' on the fouandations of “truth’', Mr
B. E. Fernando, one of our Christian thinkers in the Seuth has

quoted statisucs to prove that there is in Sri Lanka a relationship
between the ethoic and the religious.

He says that o.l' the 72 per cent Sinhalese in the country, 67
per cent are Buddhists and 5 per cent are Christians. Of the 20 per
cent Tamils, 17 per cent are Hindus and 3 per cent are Christians

Christians are found in both groups, unlike Buddhists or Hindus
and for this reason, says Mr, Ferninda ' the Christians hold the key
to the unity of the nation'. ( Dharshana, Easter 1981.)

We fiad no words I lud
Jrds more appropriate to conclude our comments

ihis week than those of Rev. Celestine Fernando { which we are
cti{um‘mg from bis article, in Sun of 5.8.83, entitled ' Building on
ock ',

“ » :

As with @ person, so with a nation, it is
the depth of truth
can be engured ",

by speaking from
in an atmosphers of goid will that our peace

(Italicy wre ours.)

The Role of the Church in Emergencies

by
Shirley J.

At a time Sri Lanka
is emerging from the debris of
destruction consequent to the wave
on of recent communal disturban-
ces, at a time when many organi-
tions including Church organisa-
sations are actively engaged in dis-
aster Relief, the question arises
whether the role of the Church
in such situations is different
from that of other organisations.
The role of the Chureh is based
not only on humanitarian princi-
ples but is based en Biblical
witness and call. It is the res-
ponse to the love of God shown
forth in Jesus Christ the Servant.
It is the showing forth of the
love of Christ in the service of
bumanity, espscially to those in
peed, irrespective of whether they
are Christians or not. The Church
is to be the servant, to care for
people in their needs and to pro-
vide this care without being bound
by political or ideological limits.
Because of this servant role, the
action and witness of the Church
ought to be special im all situa-
tions.

The Church should be the
first to respond to disaster taking
cognisance of the fact that the
entire community is disrupted by
such disasters The thimgs which
are daily needs of people are made
more acute by a disaster situation-
patterns of life, family, work and
production are disropted.' Many
basic needs which have been pro-

when

. vided before are no longer possible:

Because of the exiemsive disrup-
tion in the personal and community
life, the care following a disaster
is of immediate urgency. Reca-
gnition of the special needs follo-
wing a disaster, as well as the
continuing needs of a developmen-
tal pature, is a valuable Ministry
which cam be provided by the
Church.

The concept of showing con-
¢ern by the Church to those who
suffer is nothing new. The Bible
provides a multiplicity of instances
where help is offered to the poor
and peedy. It affirms the idea
that God prefers actions which
express concern rather than ecere-
monies wich can be an nmptf
show. Indeed, we are pointed,
to this active Minisiry by the
Prophet [saiak ( Chapter 58:6-7 ).
It iz not a matter of simply giv-
ing to those in need, but a res-
ponsible sharing which will en-
courage grewth and wholeness.
People who suffer shonld be
helped not only with material and
financial aid, but also helped with

care so that they will bave a
new sense that their lives are
being restored to order by the

active concern of others, This
will belp the individual in phy-
sical, emotional and social re-

habilitation, with the coneerm that
they grow in self-sufficiency based
on self-understanding and self-con.
fidence.
Since thers are s0 many
from local to interna-
tional, which are engaged in dis-
aster relief, and since they have

agencies,

Registdved as ¢ Newspapar ait the G.P,0,

S. Peiris

a variety of influences and over-
lapping responsibility,
problems often arise. There is
confusion based on lack of com-
munications, jealousy among groups,
and political differences. As part
of its witness, the Church must
clearly state that reconciliation
and unity will lead to more effec-
While organisations
reach out to people in need, they
also must reachout to other groups
invelved in similar work, In this,
the Church ocught to be an ex-
ample, that the Ministry which
needs to be done is more impor-
tant than the differences between
groups. As far as possible work
should be done through ecumeni-
cal patterns.

areas of

tive cares

To minister to those who
suffer as a resnlt of an emergen-
ey is not only to provide tangi
ble goods, but alse to give voice
to those people in order that
their needs will be met. The role
of advocate by the Church is
vital, that those who have little
power and no voice, will be sup-
ported and receive the help which
is needed. Very often the gap of
information and power structures
is too wide to cross, amsd the
Church may serve in an impor-
tant way by enabling people to
bridge this gap-

(to be continued)

KM R

United Church Board for
World Ministries

Dear Friends,

It was with agooy and deep
sadness that we followed the news
of the recent events in Sri Lanka.
We were particularly shocked by
the killing and by the destruc-
tion of property of so many inno-
cent people, some of whom are
very close to all of us, Was are
stupned by such violence in a
land, and among a peogle, we have
come to loveand appreciate. The
tragedy is that these wounds will
not heal for a long time, and even
healed wounds leave scars,

Yon have been in our prayers
censtantly. On the 9th, Aug-
Michael Lockwood, who along with
his family was visiting our office,
led our daily staff prayers- On
that occasion we joined in speeial
prayer for you and Sri Lankn.

The Board is, and will be,
participating in the response for
help to those who are suffering
the ravages of this turmoil, apd
we know all of you are doing your
more important local service,

We hope for healing, for salu.
tions and for solace to those who
grieves We also dare to hope for
reconcillation and new life oqut of
death and despair.

God go with you.

Sincerely,
David M. Stowe

Executive

Eric A. Gass
Secretary for

Vice Prosident Southern Asia

o Srs Lanka under No, 0B.[59/300/26]52,
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