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News
A Flurry of ‘Investigations'?

The government has decided
on a Commission to inquire into
and report on the Disturbances
which rocked the country during the
week in July (24—31)

In the meantime many Human
Rights Organpisations in the country
have urged the government to con-
duct investigations not only into the
killings of the 13 security personnel
in Jaffea on 23-7-83 but also inte
the 20 young men reported to have
been killed on the same day in
Jsfina, and the 53 Tamil detainees
killed at Welikade later in the week.

" The Trincomalee incident at
which 113 Navy men are alleged
to have run bersek will also
be investigated into, it is learnt, if
the government responds to the
appeal made by the Human Rights
Organisations.

Insurance Claims

A total of 1535 applications
were received by the Insurance
Corporations. 320 were from those
whose houses or other buildings
m destroyed by fire. 600

5 were from those whose

Church News in Brief

@ The Rev. Ellis Shaw passed away
on 2-4-19483 in Scotland. He
served the community and the
Church in Tamil Nada for near-

ly four decades and returned
to Scotland in 1970. He was
for some time the Editor of

the South Indic Churchman
and Bursar at Madras Christi-
an College from 1964 —67.

® The Com icati Department
of the Church of South India
has released three ssts of Cas-
gettes available in Tamil and
Telugn. The Birth of Jesus is
a Christmas Ballet set to ear-
patic music in a simplified man-
per. The songs cau be learnt
easily and suog and ecould be
used in the Bharata Natyam,
the classical dance,

No ferry till January

The Talaimanpar — Rames-
waram ferry service will be sus-
pended from October 22 till the
first week January, because of the
bad weather pattern expected in
the Palk Straits during this period,
the Transport Ministry said.

The ferry “ . S. Ramanujan”
recommenced operation about three
weeks ago after it was suspended
for about three months owiog to
the recent disturbances.

A mipistry eofficial said that
there was a marked drop in pas-
sengers arriving here on the ferry
once the service resumed. Out-
bound traffic was high soon after
the ferry returoed to service but
was now decliniog,

€. W. Thamotharmpillai
1832—=1901
(5. JEBANESAN)

The hundred and fiftyfirst birth
soniversary of. C. W. Thamothar-
ampillai falls on the 12th of Septem-
ber. He was undoubtedly one of
the foremost praducts of the Batti-
cotta Semimary and an outstanding
Tamil Scholar of Jaffnas Through
bis contributions to the advancement
of Tamil Studies he gained wide
recognition in the Tamil country.
His labours and attainments
constitute & notable landmark in
the history of Tamil literature and
culture,

He was born in 1832 to Cyrus
Vyravanathan an Evangelist of the
American Mission and Mrs, Vyrava-
nathan and studied Tamil duriog his
early life under the guidence of
Mutthukumaraswamy Kavirayar of
Chunnakam, a reputed scholar of
his time: He joined the Batticotta
Seminary in 1852, and distingunished
himself as a brilliant student of
Secience and Mathematicsand Tamil
and thereby earned the affection and
respect of the missionaries and others
at the Seminary. His association
with the inmstitutions of American
Mission were decisive in shaping his

~outlook. career and achievemets.
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to serve as ths aditor of “.ﬂlv mn‘,d'
wref” a3 Tamil journal published
in Madras, He and Caroll Visuvan-
thapillai obtained their degrees froma
Madras University in 1857. They
were the first graduates of the
Madras University, Thamotheram-
pillai gained vide recognition for
his abilities in South India where at
different umes he held responsible
pasitions in different capacities,

Thamotharampillai was & man
of versatile talents- He was remar-
kable as an educationist, scholar.
journalist and jurist. However his
pname will a[ways be remembered
by posterity for his outstanding
contributions to Tamil schalorship,
The Ancient and Medieval
Tamil texts were copied in old ola
manuscripts. In the middle of the
nineteenth century these manuscri-
pis were in a state of decay and
ruin, The Tamil poets who were
in possession of these manuscripts
were in acute poverty and neglect.
Thamotharampillai inspite of his
scholarship in English bad gennine
love for Tamil language an calture,
He took great pains to collect the old
mapucripts and edit them and see
them through the press. The follow-
ing are the books printed by Thamo-
tharampillai —s#@5@sTeoma, G@sra
srcnfwm, @ pusni S sSO@AUrG
Gy, [Gossawalon s, @ nrwenl
pef@is@aflunn, eopAsFsryo,
Gemaumpun, GerdawFsr 5o,
soslesrrewo, o the year 1875,
the Madras Government recognizing
his sevices to the Tamil Community
conferred on him the title ''Rao.
Sahib'" The revival of Tamil learn-
ing and Tamil consciouness in sub-
sequent times was possible through
the labours of Thamotharampillai
and others of his calibres

Mother Teresa die here

Mother Teresa, the Nobel
prize-winning nun whose serviees
for the poorest of the poor in
the Calcutta slums won world-
wide admiration, is expected to
visit Sri Lanka shortly, according
to news reaching here.

Appreciation

K. Arumainayagam—

I was deeply shocked and dis-
tressed when I learnt about the
loss of K+ Arumainayagam. Assess-
or of the Inland Revenue Depart-
ment, He was one of the casualties
of the communal disturbances of

July 1983, He had left the refugee

camp with three Ebpgineer friends
on a truck reportedly for a bath, and
since then they were missing.

Arumai as he was popularly
koown was an old boy of Union
College Tellipallai. He passed out
of the University of Ceylon with a
second class Honours Degree in
Histoty in 1963, Before he became
an Assessor Ih Department of
Inland ilie, he taught for some
years at 'Jaffoa College, and subse-
qmlglr uﬂha History Departments
of th Wtyaf Ceylon both at

Peradeniya and Colombo. 1 have

h{m u 'lallﬁw nulngtdﬂn—

schl tmcher. Ha was dehglnt,
pgrshas:ve in conversation consis-
tant\ in his ways and convictions
and dignified in behaviour and was
therefore™loved and respected by
those wh:%%mowd with him
cloaf?ly, "

He bas contributed a number cf
articles, to Journals and Newspa-
pers on contemporory History
Society and Culture. Clsrity of
thought balanced judgement and
precision— gualities that are seldom
displayed In contemporary jourpa-
lism have been the outstandiog
characteristies of his contributions.
Although he was not in the acade.
mic profession, duriog a major part
of his career since graduation, he
bad an abiding interest in academic
work especially in History. Maost
of his week-ends and holidays were
in libraries and archives where he
collected materials from orginal
historical documents, He has been a
regular contributor to the "' Tribune’
“Daily Mirror” and "“The Thina-
karan' It should be noted here that
B SWUSTFE was the first paper
which carried the research article of
Mr, Arumaionayagam. He wrote in
a clear attractive and lucid style
both in English and Tamil.

He had a rare personal charm,
He was quite upassuming and
valued the qualities of honesty and
dignity apd was & man of great
integrity. I met him last feb-
ruary 1983 when he came to address
a mesting at the Jaffoa University:
He was i hig full form with un-
diminisae| vigour of mind, His
irreperabli loss to society would be
long laminted by his kinsmean.

i ues.

friends ard colleag 5. J.

The ashes of the late

R. R. Crosseite Thambiah Q.C
will be interned at the

St. John's Burial Ground
Chundikuli

on Sunday Oct. 16th 1982,
at 10 a, m.

The Service will be held at

St. John's Church.

IN MEMORIAM

In-EVER LoviNe Memory

oF

Mailvaganam Moses Muttu

Born on @ 20-3-1883

Called to Rest on: 9-2-1972

Y The eternal Ged is Thy refuge
and
Underneath are the everlasting
arms "

Deut. 33:27
Affectionately remembered by
His Children, Grand-Children
and Great-Girand-Children.

I THANKFUL REMEMBRANCES
of a fragrant Life
of
Our dearest sister

Ethel Gnanasothe Thambiah

on her Birthday
Called Home - 4th Aug. 19832
" Safe in The arms of Jesus
Safe on His gentle Breast
To Thee we resiore
Her soul to His own care .
Sadly missed, but fondly remembered
by her loved opes
Emma, Sam, Lizzie & Meena.

" Kachcheri Lane "
Chundikuli.

IN MEMORIAM

IN EVERLOVING MEMORY

OF

Jobupillai Edward Soundrarajah

Called Home — 16th October, 1981

Y Deep in our hearis you will
always stay

Loved and remembered every
dﬂ’."
Remembered by his wife Parimalam
Children & Sons in
law & Grand Children.
5, Power House Lane 2,
Jaffoa.
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EDITORIAL
Shadows Linger

The distribution of anonymous pamplets intended to create panic
in the city and to stall the efforts made by the goveruqent to restore
normaley, appears to be now the strategy of the retreating hordes of
sonthern extremists after setting adrift columps of helpless people,
come of whom are still in camps in the l}lurth. South and East of
the country.

Ilisgal ecolonisation in the Eastern Province, paying little heed to
government directives is another strategy perhaps by which t!:ua BX-
tremists want to impress on the goverment the fact that a thin ]a?rar
of them is still active and that their morale has not yet been im-

paired. [ 5000 of them are in remand jail ]

In this contemporary national context, a very pertinent guestion hgs
heen posed by Tribuse in its issue of 17-9-83. Says the Tribune in
* Letter from the Editer’.

" \What is normaley? Does the absence of arson, looting,
mob violence, indiscriminate killing amount to normaley ! Can
the state of affairs in July or earlier said to be normal? Toe
is an inane and fatile exercise to pretend that everything is back

to normal.

Signs, of courss, are not wanting that the government is straining
svery nervs to prepare the ‘climate” for pormalcy. A statement
made by President Jeyawardene at a public ‘meeting in the Kaduwela
electorate counters and challenges the pride, blown out of all pre-
portions, of some people who still spoke of thair 2500 years old

* spiritual tradition’ even in the context of a serious dent in our
spiritual heritage, caused by the riots:—

Said President Jeyawardoe at the meeting:—

What were the benefits reaped by the ugly incidents in July?

The Tamils did not benefit neither did the Sinbalese. Some lost their
jobs and houses and the Sinhala people were put to shame in the
eves of the world, They had become a laughing stock with some
askipg " Is this your great culture and civilisation™ ?\ !

But despite the laudable attempts made by the Presidént, Prime
Minister and some Assoeiations as the Sarvodaya Movement' and the
Citizens Committee for National Harmooy to restore the npational
morale, the political climate in the country continues to be lur%id.

“The eye altering alters all” says William Blake. Butno | eye’
cap 'alter' the truth that the 52 percent of the Tamil popdlation
in Sri Lanka who lived outside Jaffoa and who were at the butt end
{or rather club-end) of the violence, during the dark week, | were

innocent victims, by all standards. (

Apart from the shadows cast by the violence, hopes &%a political
settlement continue to be a mirage. The impasse likely to be created
by the continued absence of the TULF Parliamenfarians looms larger
than prospects of any political solution, :

Twelve TULF parliamentarians including the Leader of the
Opposition will, according to present indications lose their seats on
October 22 when the econstituitional provision on attendance of Parlia-
ment by members, will take effect.

Two will lose their seats on October 8, and another

two who
have been on leave have, it

is learnt, overstayed their leave.
The issues of re-nomination or by-election have bscome further
complicated now by - the-Sixth Amendment ta the 'Constituition which

makes it mandatery for election nominees to attach a declaration
disavowiog seperatism along with nomination papers,

In the meanwhile, there are no indications from government
sources that, apart from making the

: Language provisions (already
passed) more meaningful and granting a larger degree of autonomy
ta the District Development Councils there atre any other schemes

contemplated,

Mr. G. Parthasarathy, the Special Envoy of the Indian Prirne

;wlinister is due again at the ecd of the mouth to continue his
talks ", Whether his cecond visit will make any difference in the
political scepe is yet to be seen,

A sentiment that, of course, recurs in

. ! EVEry
responsible levels is that the present situation in

be left for the government alone to handle, Favourable ‘winds' of

public opinion from many sources must operate to make the °shi
of state’ sail into @ designated ' port’. o

conversation at
Sri Lapka canpot

But, in the words of Michael Montaigne the

Freneh Essavi
x . LS8 st
No winds make for them wha have ng intendec :

1 port to sail into "',

Tamil University

numbering
Undergraduates

L8G0 it is learot, inti.
mated to authorities that the °

= cli-
mate” in their

Universitiag does
not any more permit them to take
up residence there or attend lectures

Tamil students at various stages
of their University earear at Pera
demiya, Colombo,
Mahallipulama

Moratuwa and

or even sit for soma Bxamibations
(Anuradhapura)

scheduled for Qctober.

The Role of the Church in Emergencies

by

Shirley J. S; Peiris

(Continued from our 16-9.83 issue)

One of the most vital services
which can be shared by the Church
is pastoral care of people. Beyond
the care which is provided by social
agencies, the Church is in a Unique
position to be a witness of hope and
wholeness. The eare which iz offered
is in addition to the material relief;
it is care for the person as a whaole
and valuable person and an affir-
mation of acceptance, To those who
are in crisis, The Word must take
visible form. Both wards and actions
must proclaim Life in the midst of
disasters which threaten and destory
life, Disaster response involves not
only the relief of physical suffering,
but also the relief of the suffering
of mind and heart. The Church’s
ministry in this situation is that of
consoling the suffering. The emoti-
onel shock personal injury, loss of
family members, home and personal
belongings, income and employment
can be overwhelming and the stress
too much to bear. All of this creates
an enormous Sense of shock and
grief which needs to be recognised
by those who provide emergency aid.
It is not enough that material res.
toration takes place, but alse that
personal restoration takes place, The
Church must continue to recognise
its Ministry as care-taker of the
people. Grief counselling is as im.
portant spiritually as material aid g
physically. The proclamation of the
Church must be that of hope in g
situation of dispair, of renewal in g
situation of distruction, and of
healing in the midst of brokeness,
Whilst the Church engages itself in
a disaster situation, it is importang
to maintain a balance of Work aang
Word. Not only does the Bible giye
us the basis for our actions in g
responsible manner, but also a cay.
tion about our words: “Suppose
there are brothers and sisters who
are ill-clad and in need of daily food
and one of you say to them, "God
be with you, be warm and filled”,
without giving them the things
pneeded for the body, what good is
it?”" (James 2. 15:15).

cca
Workshop on Evangelism

Rev. 5. Manopavan will repre.
sent the JDCSI at the Workshop
on Evangelism organised by the
Christian Conference of Asia at
Lahore, Pakistan from September
30 to October 5th,

Victims of Kayts Electorate

Aceording to statistice com-
piled by Pandit K, P, Ratnam M, P,
Kayts, some 5000 familes bhave
come back to his electorate as refu.
gees as a result of the July viclence
16 lost their lives. Two are in th;
in the missing list, Some 2000 who
were employed in shops belonging
to people of this electorate have
lost their jobs.

[Eelanadu 15.9.83]
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In the work of being facilitator,
care-taker and advocate, the Church
stands with people in crisis; the
Church fulfills the role of servant
as it bears the burdens of others—
the burdens of sin and weakness, of
physical pain and suffering. With
concerns of working towards whole-
ness and restoration of community,
of rehabilitation and reconciliation,
of moviog towards ‘'Shalom’” asd
caring for the creation ef God, the
Church can be an effective partner
in disaster relief. The basis for the
Church's action is neither based on
a particular ideology mor a general
desire to participate in humanitarian
aid. The basis is indeed a committ-
ment to service and to ministry in
order that people will have more
abundant life. This abundant life
is the vision and the goil,

Letter to the Editor
Dear Sir,

When I inquired of the Rev.
Harrison, a former teacher in
Jaffoa if he knew anybody in the
Jaffna area who might be interested
in the family of the Hitchcocks,
also formerly teachers ip Vaddu-
koddai and Uduvil, he suggested
that I write to you. The reason I
asked this question is because my
wife, Bessie Hitchcock, died on
August 24, 1983 herg in Florida at
age 83 of cancer. Although ﬂl"ﬂlﬂ
never been to Sri Lanka, she knew
& lot about the mission thera than
me. I was born in _-Udupiddy. the
sonof William and Harriet Higep.
cock in 1898. After an education i
the U.S. I became g teacher jp
Honolulu, Hawaii and in the Phi.
lippioe Islands. I returned 1o the
U. S. via Ceylon and then becam
a librarian in the New York Pubii:
Library. I was married in New
York 1946 and retired ip 1961, wWe
then retired to a condominiym, in
Miami Beach, Floridg, Tight on thy
edge of the Atlantic Oceap, A few
weeks 8go, my wife gop
cancer and died soon after, S:-:c 1:::
always interested in Syi Laoka apg
if anybody there jg interested ;
the Hitchcocks, ] would Jike :;:
hear from them.

More importantly, are the ngws-
paper reports of ﬁghtin' l'il'.lt:ing and
killing between Sinhaless and Ta.-
mils in the island, Sarely they are
pot becoming worse thap

the
westerners. Friends of gurs,

X she a
Tamil doctor, married tg g Sinhalese

living in the U, S, have relations
in Colombo who bad 1o run at the
peril of their lives and with the
burning of their house, Do tell me
of the reason for this racia] distur-
bances. I hope it hag stopped by
now.
Yours Sincerely,
Richard Hitcheoek
345, Ocean Drive, Apt, aio 910
Miami Beach, Florida, 33139 U.S.A.
Sept. 20, 1983,

26/82,
ar Sri San.

J0th September 198
330. Navalar Road, affaa, J
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