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An Impressive Record of Service and Dedication

| of administrative respon-
sibilities and Dioceson
assignments did oot in-
terfere with his elass
room teaching or with
any other of the "name-
less' and numerous lit-
tle duties which all the
same were important to
the smooth runniog of
any instituition. In a
competitive age, Mr. Sel-
liah knew that Jaffna
College cannot be just
one of the many schools
in the eountry but &
school which should im-
part to its children en-
doring  values in addi-
tion to knowledge.

Above all, in what-
sver task Mr. Selliah
undertook, he put round

© Mr. K, A, Selliab

The death which oceurred on
5.10-83 at Mcleod Hoepital, Inu-
vil of Mr. K. A, Selliah, Principal
Emeritus of Jaffna Cellege, removes

' -huzeh. and_commanity

the community in Jaffoa.

After a short Service at his
residence at Pgvilian view, Vaddo-
koddai at which the Rev. S. N.
Sugunananthan  officiated, the
casket was borme to Ottley Hall
by the staff of Jaffoa College
where the Funeral Service took
place at 3-30 p. m. on Thursday,
6th of October.

The Bishop the Rt. Rev, D. J.
Ambalavanar cfficiated at the
Service and preached the Serman
on the text:- Mark the prefect
man and behold the wupright:
for the end of the man is peace,
(Psalms 37:37)

The Bishop said that these
words typlfy in a very adequate
manner the life and work of Mr.
Selliah at Jafina College for nearly
three decades as the first national
Principal of Jaffoa College.

Mr. Selliabh had a 'blameless’
digposition which earned for him
the regard of his teachers, parents
and students.

A Special trait in his character
was always his willingness to go
“the second mile” in whatever
tacks of the Diocese that were en-
trusted to him without any pre-
judice or hindrance to the work
Le had in doing ‘' the first mile .

In schools snd in other areas
of activity, there were always
people who preferred to do ' the
second mile’ of assignments and
jobs which enhanced their prestige
apd importance, neglecting the
routine chores and responsibilities
which constituted ‘the first mile',

Mr. Selliah took particular
pote to see that his ' gecond mile’

'lpp

it the balo of an enter-

prise which carried with
it a spiritual dimension, He con-
sidered all his tasks as a ' Mis:
sion’, and this accounted for the
' fruition’ that marked his life and
work in the mission field at Vad-

Mr. A. R. Kadirgamar, the
Principal of Jaffaa College wha
wag student, and later a teacher
poder Mr. Selliah and who in
recent years was associated with
him as a fellow Member of the
Board of Directors and of the
Executive Committee of the Dio-
cese said that Jaffna College to-
day is the preduct of what Mr.
Selliah had invested on it.

His 65 years association with
the College (Mr. Selliah joined
Jafina College in 1922 at the sge
of 18) was a unique record in
the history of apmy mission insti-
tuition, It is a record which
ecrowds into it the varied role he
played in the school as student,
teacher, Vice Principal, Principal,
Member of the Board, Welfare
Officer and Treasurer of the J. C.
Board of Directors.

He strove for excellence
in studies as well as im sports
and nothing would excite him as
an achievement the school had
wen in any fleld apd mnothing
would depress him as a venture
where the school could not come
up to the standards he sxpected.

The commitment he display-
ed to the tasks entrusted to him
and his unflagging emthusiasm to
maintain a Christian atmosphere
in the school stand as a beacon
light today in the country —a
' light’ which bas lit many bomes
at Vaddukoddai and its suburbs.

The large number of Alumni
who have passed through his
hands bear the impress of the
rich values they had imbibed in

Science class at

Selliah

( An appreciation by
1. P. Thurairatnam)

I knew Mr. K. A, Selliah
from 1917 when he entered Jaffna
College. He cames from Manipay
Memorial in the wake of Handy
Perimpanayagam and Lyman Kula-
thungam. Bishop Kulandran also
came from Memorial but much
later via St. John's.

Mr. Selliah and 1 studied to-
gether and played together, Later,
we served on many Committees
and Councils together. Mr. Sellial’
was Chairman of the Medical
Board in charge of the Manipay
and Inuvil hospitals for more than
two decades. He was also a
member of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Diocese for n long
time. He created history by be-
coming the first national Principal
of Jafina College,

Mr. P. SriSkanda Rajah, who
later became a Justice of the
Supreme Court, Mr. Selliah and
I were in the first London Inter-
' Jaffina College

{ Continued on page 4)
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the classro‘um and the sports field
from Mr. Selliah.

The Bunker — Selliah era in
particular was an era which goes
down to the annals of the Col-
lege as a bright spot. Mr. Bun-
ker imstilled into the students the
peed for cohesion and grandeur
in their goals in life as youth,
while Mr. Selliah with consider-
able skill enabled them te appre-
ciate the pragmatic implications
af their 'dreams’.

In Church life as well as
in the life of the village at Vad-
dukoddai Mr. Selliah held a very
large place, Mrs. Selliah { who
predecssed him a few years ago ),
was largely instrumental in mak-
ing Mr. Selliab's work in these
two areas meaningful and success-
ful, Till the very last Mr. Sel-
lish also kept im constant touch
with the Sandilipay Church the
little Church in his own village
at Angicettai.

A Special Aothem was sung
ba the [Jduvil School Cheir dur-
ing the Service,

After the last hymn O Mas-
ter Lot me Walk with Thee (a
feyourite of Mr. Selliah ), the Bi-
shop ofiersd the concluding prayer
and Beneciction.

The lommittal rites mt the
grave-sire at Yaddukoddai were
performed by Bishop Ambalava-
par, assist:d by Rev. S. N. Svgu-
nRoanthen,

Obituary

Mrs. Mabel Thiviathevy Vijaya-
ratnam widow of the Iate C.
Vijayaratnam, mother of Vijaya-
rajan, sister of Wijianathan, sister-
in-law of Satkunam, and daughter
of Jate Hudson Tambiraja and
Alice Thambiraja of Udavil expired
at Mayday Hospital, Croydon UK
on 1Z2th Oect. 1983,

Adbpreciation
Mr, A. K. Kandlah

Mr. A, K. Kandiah, B. A.
{Lond), who passed away at
Vaddukeddai on 1-10-43 belongs
to an early growp of students at
Vaddukoddai 'and its subnrbs) who
availed themselves of the oppor:
tunity provided by Jaffna College,

during the Bicknell era, for higher

education.
in Araly.

; He passed his London Interme-
diate in Arts Examination in the
late twenties and was appointed
almost immediately to the Smaff of
the Tellippalai A. M. English School
(one of the leading affiliated schools
of Jaffna College) which later
became the main constituent of
Union College Tellippalai.

Mr. Kandiah then lived

Mr. Kandiah completed his

Londom Arts Degree with English
as a subject, by private study

w | a
by private study, acquire the llI-
tricacies of the " I mutaiien” and
"' U mutation” which Dr. H. A,
Passe instilled into us at the
University College, in his Old
‘English classes or the subtle dif-
ferences in the 'craft’ of fiction
between Dickens and Thackeray,
which Prof, Lyn Ludowyke pro-
pounded in his 'Literature’ classes.

The secrst was that Mr. A. K.
Kandiah had a phenomenal capa-
city for hard work. His sincerity
of purpose in  whatever he
undertook was beyond dispute.
The fact that some among
the first batch of students who
passed the London Matriculation
Examination from Union College.
(Mr. Kandiah was then in charge of
English for that class) was from

‘the Bilingnal School background,

was sufficient proof of Mr, Kandiah's
ability as a teacher to turn-out
‘products ' from raw materials that
were not ready-made.

After some years asa teacher
in the mission field, Mr. Kandiah
joined the government and reached
the acme of his career, whea he
ended as a Supra-Grade Principal
in the educational service of the
country.

After retirement he served his
Alma Mater for a times as @&
member of the staff of the Under-
graduate Department and later as
an English Instrmctor at the Jaffoa
College Technical Institute, during
its early years.

Mr. Kandiah was a teacher
of the ‘old school' whose concern
for his studenmts and commitment
to his tasks outweighed other
ephemeral interests io his life.
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A Message of Hope

and Dynamism from

the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India

Is a message of hope pos-
sible from Jaffna so soon after
the * black week of July, 1983"
in Sri Lanka? Those of you
who have witnessed the powers
ful play JB, will recall the
message of hope after the ho-
locaust, in a blade of grass
sprouting from the debris and
the ashes of destruction! Our
holocaust was not that destruc-
tive, though traumatic enough
to a quiet, sedate and peace-
loving people I shall therefore
relate the message through a
hopeful and joyful event of the
dedication of a new church
and the opening of yet another
development project at Kili-
nochchi on the 1st of October,
1983, the festival day of the
JDCSI. From the further most
parts of the Diocesan limits —
Vavuniya, Karainagar, Kanke-
santhurai and Udupiddy, all
roads for the members of the
Diocese and its well wishers
were leading to Kilinochchi
{rom the early hours of satur-
day morning Buses, vans pri.
vate cars and more than a
thousand people (as much as
the usual crowd for a dioce-
san festival) gathered for the
dedication and communion ser-
vice and a very large number
in the group were young peo-
ple with a scattering of our
displaced friends from the
Colombo Church too. The
overflowmg and

mmadahe ‘all the people in
the s church compound.
B],shm Ambalavanar dedicated
‘the Church and preached the
Sermon. The busy, bustling
town of Kilinochchi was able
to discern the message that
the opening of a new church
was also the affirmation of the
faith in God by God’'s people
everywhere and it was also
the acceptance again of the
reign of God here and every-
where.

After the service the Kili-
nochchi pastor and members
were equal to the tremendous
task of serving refreshments
while a colourful programme
of music and dance were be-
ing performed by the youth of
tbe Chavakachcheri and Udu-
vil churches and also in ser-

- ying lunch to more than thous-
and people in batches of 200.

At 3 p.m. the same day
everybody gathered in the in=
terior of Kilinochchi to open
and dedicate another coura-
geous project of the Diocese
in Shalom Nagar (City of
Peace), a gift of the Christian
Aid of Britain. A year ago
this place was a thick unin-
habited jungle even with ele-
phants roaming about in the
yicinity. Now it looked so
spick and span and neatly sets
( the energetic work of Pastor
Jevanesan and his efficient band
of workers) and housed a
model vineyard with luscious
grapes, a large and spacious
cattle shed to house 70 cows
(the size of an average American
dairy farm), a model mango
orchard of choice variety, plen-
ty of grasslands for cattle fod-

~.North and had..
ed in several fields s
* education and medical

der with a very successful silo
to go with it to preserve fod-
der, an administration building
with a guest room, a private
electric power plant, improvised
buildings and meeting places
for a mobile medical clinic,
nursery school and day-care
centre and a very modern mis-
sionary bungalow with also a
real missionary family, the
Knolls, with Martha Knoll. a
descendent of the earliest Ame-
rican Missionaries with eight
generations of missionary ser-
vice in the family It certain-
ly was a dream come true!

The whole set up with the
missionary bungalow in the
backround with its captivating
large semi circular cadjan (palm
leaf ) canopy was reminiscent
of the early mission compounds
in Asia and Africa, and yet
very much in the late 20th
century with TV, eletricity, gas
cookers, beautiful furniture and
even z modern water mattress
bed and electronic toys for
little Aaron who sings with
gusto the Tamil nursery rhyme,
“wgudu, sudu, vaddai!”

The Bishop dedicated the
new village of Shalom Nagar
and the government agent Mr.
D. Nesiah opened the Project
formally,.  The government
agent complimented the JDCS[
as a church very much alive
to the development of the

services:
technical and farm education,

boys and girls homes and orphan.
ages, day care centres, creches,
poultry, dairy and coconut farms,
vineyards and homes for the
handicapped. Greetings were
also brought from the Catho-
lic and Anglican Churches and
the Jaffna Christian Union. It
was good to see the spirit of
ecumenism and with Navajee-
vanam, the Long Institute, Ka-
runa Nilayam and the YMCA
Development projects in the
area. there is evident a vibrant
spirit of ecumenism in the com-
mon worthwhile tasks for all.

To a people who have suff-
ered so much these few weeks
and who are slowly but deli-
berately getting on their feet
again, it was a refreshing mes-
sage of hope and action. There
is so much opportunity and so
much promise, even to the
displaced persons for construc-
tive, useful, satisfying and pro-
ductive work. There is still
hope of a land with “milk and
honey" and the Jaffna Diocese
and its Bishop have shown the
way in the best traditions of
what the American Missiona-
ries did here in the early 19th
century-

“ Houses and fields and vine-
yards shall yet again be
bought in this land, *‘cries
Jeremiah just as the Holy
City is about to be destoy-

it ig a divine sign

and pledge of better things
to come, just when all seems
blackest, Thinking and act-
ting for the sake of the
coming generation, but tak-

Address by Mr. Devanesan

' Shalom Nagar Dairy Project’

Nesiah at the Opening of
at Kilinochchi

at 3.00 p.m. on Saturday —1st October

It gives me great pleasure
to be here on the occasion of
the Annual Fetival of the Jaff-
na Diocese of the Church of
South India and the inaugu.
ration of the *Shalom Nagar
Dairy Project’. This Church
can trace its origina to the
early Missionaries in Jaffna.
Their achievements and that
of their local counterparts and
successors are very consider-
able and form important and
integral elements in the deve-
lopment of Jaffna and its peo-
ple over the last one and a
half centuries.

The Church of South India
has played a pioneering deve-
lopment role in Jaffna in many
fields — Theology, Culture, Ge-
neral Education, Technica! Edu-
cation, Vocational Training,
Health Services, Child Care,
Care of the Aged and the
Handikapped, Agriculture, Live-
stock Development and nume-
rous other sections. It is diffi-
cult to identify any field of
development in Jatfna which
does not bear the imprint of
the CSI. 1lhe CSI has also
made its very distinctive con-
tribution to the Church in Sri
Lanka. Perhaps more than
any other denomination, the
CSI is rooted in the culture of
the Tamil people.

I am happy that this Farm

-is located in Kilinochchi, which
uch as js one ot the moest important invit

growth points in the Northern
Province. Kilinochchi electo-
rate will soon form a separate
Administrative BDistrict. Jaffag
Peninsula 18 over populated
and in some respect over de:
veloped FParticularly in Agri-
culture and Livestock Deyelop-
ment, the centres of develop-
ment activity are shifting and
must continue to shift from the
peninsula to the main-land.

Kilinochchi is particularly
well situated for dairy deve-
lopment. Facilities have been
established in this town - for
the collection, sterilization and
packing, and the distribution
of cows milk. This is indeed
the right place to establish a
dairy farm. Land and water
are available in plenty unlike
in Jaffna peninsula.

It is also the right time
for such development work-
Over the last 6 years, there
has been a massive influx of
people into this  previously
sparsely populated region, caus-
ing the population to rise by
several thousands. There has
been a similar increase within
the last 6 weeks and this flow
is continuing: Some of the
pew immigrants may go back

ing each day as it comes
without fear and anxiety —
that is the spirit in which
we are being forced to live
in prectice. ( Bonhoeffer)
Thke message of hope there-
fore is strong and clear. Let
us gird 1p our lions and get
to work and “let a thousand
flowers Eloom ™
A R K

to where they came trom, but
it seems likely that the large
majority will not. Perhaps a d
good proportion will remain in 3
Kilinochehi, and be integrated
into the local population. These
people have as yet no roots
here, no employment and no
local interest except for the
peace and security which they
have found in this area Per-
haps some of the immigrant
families will take to farming
and livestock develoment un=
der the umbrella of or inspir-
ed by the *Shalom Nagar Dai-
ry Project

To these people and to all
others in the area, this project
will serve as a model of de= 3!
velopment: I was very much .
impressed by the high quality :
of the dairy herd the beautiful
vineyard and the mango mini- ;
orchard. I have no doubt that i
this farm will serve not only
as a base for social service
but also as an agricultural and s
livestock training and exten- |
sion centre- I am confident |
that the local community will |
help in the development of this |
project and will in turn be well |
served by this centre Perhaps [
this Farm will help to transform
the neighbourhood and bring
prosperity to the people of
this area in the years to come.

1 wish to thank Rt. Rev.
Ambalavanar ;

has requested ‘me to
her regret that due to nther
urgent commitments she is un®
able to be present at this
function. 1 commend the work
done in this project and share
with you the hope and confi-
dence that this project will
open new development oppor-
tunities for the Church and
the people of this region.
Thank you.

Institute for Evangelism
and Lay Training

The Institute for Evangelism
and Lay Training, at the Christa
Seva Ashram, Chuopakam was
inaugurated on Wednesday the
12th at 9-30 a. m.-

The Inaugaral Service was
conducted at the Ashram Chapel,
by Rt. Rev. D. ]. Ambalavanar,
who in his Sermon said that,
studyiog the Scriptures was im-
portant, but what was more im-
portant was to live by the Scrip-
tures. He said that, in this
world shrouded in darkugess and
misery, it was the duty of those
who pass out of this Institute to
bring light to the world and help
others to live a life of contenment.
Rev., Sam Alfred, the Chaplain of
the laostitute, offered a special
prayer asking God's blessings and
guidance upon the lostitute. The
Service termioated with the Bene-
diction by Bishop Ambalavanar,

The new classes commenced
immediately after the Service,
Rev. T. S. Premarajah, is the
Registrar of the Institute. The
formal Opening of the Institute
will take p'aca Bhortly.
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Asian Struggles

by
A. Vimalathason

I was born in Jaffna. the
northernmost part of the island
of Ceylon (Sri Lanka). Our
family was a fairly large one
with fifteen children My fa-
ther had gone through much

suffering : the death of two
grown-up children and the
sickness of four others. In

and through this suffering my
father had come to a strong
and deep faith in Jesus as
Ldrd and Saviour. From the
very beginning my father
shared this faith with me. To
learn to love like Christ is to
learn to love the suffering
ones. It became my goal in
college days to find measures
to relieve individual suffering

During the second and
third years of my stay in the
university, [ realized that talk-
ing generally about problems
of people everywhere was not
going to lead anywhere We
had to come to grips with a
specific problem of a particu.
lar people | prayed over this
and asked Jesus to lead me
to such a group A priest [
knew was trying to work with
a small group of Tamil stu-
dents on the Tamil problem.
I joned them We tried to
analyse the problems of the
Tamils from different perspec-
tives, Most of us were Chris-
tians; the others were Hindus
For a few weeks we thrashed
night and discussing the poli-

" tical crises building up daily.

S

Tension was increasing: the
campus was a hotbed of Ta-
mil and Sinhalese radicals who
were in conflict. The student
body was Sinhalese-dominated
and we fought for our due
rights by forming a Tamil
league. The Tamil Festival
itself became a tug of war be-
tween the two groups, The
campus bad to be closed for
a month because of the ten-
sion- I was in the midst of
these struggles.

The struggle of our peo-
ple is one aspect of the glo-
bal struggle of man to be hu-
man. The Tamil people are a
small people, poor and despised,
and therefore all the more Jah-
weh’s people. The poor of Jah-
weh have had a unique role in
history. Against the machina-
tions of vast empires, the strug-
gle of small people has been
God's struggle and thas affirms
Jahweh's presenee in human
nistory It Jahweh 1s the Lord
of history, then small people
do have a hope. They strug-
gle to be a people, not just a
group of human beings

We are a people caught
up within an unusual situa-
tion. We have been a nation
only from the l3th century.
We live imainly in the north
and east sections of a small
island We were under Eurp-
pean masters, the Portuguese,
Dutch and English, for 400
years. We fought alunggtde
our Sinhalese brothers against
the colonizers, But when the

English left, we came under
our Sinhalese brothers We
hatbour no ill will against
them We only say that
we were a people before the
foreigners arrived we want
to determine our destiny. We
want to live in peace on
our own land We want to

dig and farm and rear cattle
in our traditionil homelands.
We want to fish our seashores
in peace.

The Tamils are traditional
Hindus, and in our areas they
are fervent Saivaites. People
have a strong bias that the
Christians are the stooges of
colonial impeaialism, betrayers
of traditional religions, turn-
coats and opportunists When
I started working with Hindu
youths it took some time for
these ideas to disappear I do
not think they have complete-
ly disappeared. For me, Christ
is the greatest gift of the Fa-
ther Bnt Christ is a rare gift,
a gift not given to everyone.
There are many excellent, sin-
cere, generous and self sacri.
ficing Hindu youths. Some
have given up many comforts
and securities of life. They
are the hunted ones who hide
in the jungles and are exposed
to many dangers We admire
these ‘'*Christians” who have
sacrificed so much for their

lé)hg&']@. _ *“Greater love ~than =

s has no man than that he
life for his
Amidst many such
we Christians have
to stand as witnesses. It is
not the time to proclaim the
gospel in words; it is a time
of ac.ion I first want to hang
on the cross with them That
is the greatest witness [ can
bear. Isilently join their ranks.
I keep the joy and cheerful-
ness of Christ's spirit within
me. I cheer them up when
they are down, encourage them
when they are discouraged,
heal them when they are
wounded, and I march along
with them.

The Christian faith is a
great grace placed in a weak
earthern vessel like me. 1 have
not deserved it, but I was
chosen and anointed for it, so
I hold it tight and let it shine
out before men 1 respect other
religions, but I know that
Christ is unique. I have tried
to pray with my other non-
Christian friends when we plan
and proceed with certain pros
grammed actions. We pray to
a common Father [ enjoy my
Christian faith I don’t know
why others haven't been given
that gift, but God knows,

lay down his
triends.”
as these,

In Christ 1 can reach out
to a fall humanity. full f]f
hope. Some get easily dis-
couraged, but | know my
actions won't go to waste. [
wait for his coming, fqr the
Son of Man ‘“when all our
tears will be wiped away, and
death shall be no more”. But

my waiting is of a dynamic
kind. I struggle on. I march

&t
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on with my f{riends, because Apfreciation

our small struggle takes me :

into the frontline of the hu-
man struggle for a full huma-
nity throughout the world,
from the downtrodden masses
of small helpless people in
East Timor to the people of
Nicaragua Here we 20 march-
ing, strugeling towards that
fullness which is soon coming
To stop struggling would mean
to deny our existence as mens:
if we win, it will be another
step for further struggle; 1if
we lose that would be a gain
to the global human struggle,
"if we are dead with Him
we will rise with Him”, To
struggle is a powerful way to
affirm our faith in Jesus.

; In_ Asia, Christians are a
minority. What is the role of
the Christian in these commu-

nities? A Christian is ope
who confesses Jesus as Lord
and is led by hig spirit. He

can only bury himself among
h:_s;- people. struggling together
with his fellowmen, so that he
can incarnate Jesus in the
midst of the people A Chris.
tian is one who is so deeply
imbedded in the people of his
own milieu that he could re.
ally claim to have * emptied
himself taking the form of a
Servant, obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross”.
He cannot do this except with
the power of the spirit, feed-
ing on the word of God and
the sacraments. He becomes
the beacon of hope, joy, and

te the el >f [

- §

nation. a struggling people, a
wounded people, a marching
people, a living people.
Today’s missionary task is
complicated. Men are far more
complex Ancient  religion-
have shown themselves to poss

sess powers of regeneration

and thus have to be accepted
as instruments of God’s savy-
ing grace Yet God goes on
calling men and women to the
unique knowledge of Jesus the
Saviour. Of those responding

to Jesus, not all feel anoint-

ed in the depths of their be-
ing to a specific mission in
life. My anointment in Jesus
spirit 1 feel was an anoint-
ment in His death. So I march
along to Calvary with my peo-
ple. May His kingdom come!
Maranatha !

To Leve Like Christ is to Love
the Suffering ones

A, Wimalathazan

Editor's Notes:

We reproduce below an
article published in the Inter-
national Review of Mission —
Geneva of October, 1979, The
author A. Wimalathasan was
one of the young Catholic sta-
dents who participated. in the
Third World Theologians Con-
ference in Colombe in Janu-
ary, 1979 on the theme * Par-
ticipation in Asia’s struggles "
A Wimalathasan was one of
the voung men tragically put
to death on that fateful Sun-
day morning on the 24th of
July, 1983 ‘when people travel-
ing in a minibus wers reported
to have been stopped and fired
at, at Pandaiterruppu

S. Saravanamuttu of Tirunelvely

A Friend's Tribute

We joined the Ceylon Uaiver-
sity College together - he after a
spell of teaching, agd I after a
year of undergradusfe studies fol-
lowing the Cambridge Sanior. We
taught in

' the same school in
Uva for a few years, tosk part
o common Activities in and ont
of school, bad the sama friends.
And when his family left for
Jaffoa he invited me to ‘elub’
with him, It was a welcome
change from hotels and chumme-

ries to a furnished house and food
that would have saticfied a gour-
met. It was thus I was previleged
to know him as clasely as I did.

He was ugiversally respected
for his kindliness and quiet dig-
nity ‘of manner. Tolerant to a
fault, be was never known to
raise his voice to urge his point
of view, It was only those who
knew him closely that were awars
of his wealth of koowledgs and
the wversatility of his mind. He
could talk with equal authority
on such diverse subjects as
ligion and politics, astronomy ard
the finer points of cooking. One
did indeed feel that had he been
a little more outgoing, somewhat
more self-assertive, a larger number
than the select few would bhave
benefited from his kaowledze and
experince.

Te-

Born and brought up in the
most  orthodox Hindu sarround-
ings and educated up to univer-

sity level in Hindu schools, he
displayed the catholici i the
o LLi o HIS towards

other religions. He had read with
understanding  the scriptures of
the great religions, was keenly
aware of the links between
Hinduism and Buddbism, and
among his cherished Christian
friends was a Prince of the Church,

Possessed of great physical
strength, a footballer in his days,
he was, like many others simij-
larly endowed, gentle to the paint
of child-likeness. I well remember
how on the day his colleagues
had gathered to bid him ° Good-
bye' he broke down and cried as
he referred to our Principal, the
great and good R. H. Goone-
wardena, as his elder brother,
moving all others to act likewise.
It was these qualities of gentle-
ness and child-like simplicity that
endeared him to all those whe
knesw him,

After his retirement from teach«
ing, nearly 20 years ago, he con-
tinued to live in his ancestral
village of Tirunelvely and busied
himself with religious and social
work, doing most of his travelling
on a push bike. On his visits to
Colombo be 1arely failed to eall
on those who wvalued his friend-
ship. Any one of these had only
to be seen by him in Jaffaa to
be immedately ‘arrested’ and
taken to his home to enjoy his
kind and generous hospitality.

Why the cruel hand of death
should have come upan such a
man as he with such tragic
suddenness is one of life's in-
ponderables. We will nol even
attempt @an answer. But it is
ours to comiort the widowed and
the fatherless, share their grief
and join them in their prayer
that he who has been taken away
from them will attain Eteraal
Bliss. This we readily do,




2 SWUST oy g
-_-_-_--_‘-_'—‘—l—-_

136h % RGIanE B g o
— Bur, —

(YplmLisg )

S dsrpay ST s sawd
80 ac 96 Burews JarFh
ﬂd&‘—”". amg Faru
Quag oo o wRpE pat
ad v, Hwlasr o oewn
G@ afode G3852mted
Qeraa L d@ NSy U,
P® Gurd Tagp uraPac
wafl Qar®sstep, * 40,
Qo8 qourd b GeraarGs,
AOUT ey s S DghgsTe
QarBourtas: "’ wan Qerd
Ep avu, wakwd Fa Gsae
wrer afacid Pms Houd
AR e,

Qu b Gy QuABwr @b
@ agnima avea e @ g1
aRed. Gupluia Quésd
Bgesyd maisa e
B S uwvyjiygddSps.
Auitasd uERyd goyd gups
AU wrpE@eyd Fer by adke
sPaufds Qo oy 658 p m.
eawwuwsolub e mrp S
riakod Celuasad. Qupp
spezuid® oeh@vure gm
Qeims JAa@drsmig ada
wlar vaisd s02p4.
LAWY pgRa@ QupBmt &fc
Pl ampd Agp e dfo b
Gs@oysy GuRAlE gHud
a@ CGuramips sEes adp
a@syth. HyF@ulupl < u§
pb CuEds 3 goy 2 pAaey
drigugdgd diosauyos,
QuiCwe e @ w588 upHGu
fyd Quegevouyd, ssrg
@Qémrmuynd aaisd ustg
@, Jatamd aaQumoagy

wwdgl ypvewy Gusn

dpms@uyd, gaeps
Qerad QaVmaraps Gso
Wb sBheuyd Huaduralar
appétsr@ B pas i,

Qardn, aore), ompw, s
md @aBuppsBPsa, Ruodas
QpY GaLrfsd spmsiword
Hae, dApt 2@ owvig
HPPOULR gurHp dimg
ast @risd, avsmég PO
ule uaflend Qra e
@riorwed Quoryes Hro
wrdzsd sy @pHpdaie
yfilaoché& s@iu xFarmH p
@O grilgll uregasd.
BN, a3 Bwso e G@bu
wredigdy S@ivac sayb
HErepn HPpode aip
Swmuunies sdwgy QupGey
A& prjfmpy FPuoains Bu
afde Qeiws srawgdge
a0,

gaasr (A@insinr saw
s pepled awidsn,
Qurplsudupio Quplms
Swdie) wl Gudy, »pdassd
s a@sSsriplaauc Po,
sLait FHL Qurply .

Ao dadred o dpd
Sda paupmps QFruBa p Quph
GuR, GQuiGuriedie Sanf,
Sohsstr Gedam swm wap
e g i o d & gy i aar,

‘daorla, Qatsesméds wa
allyh" ady QGatesgdsras
Gpldseary, Yoo, G
ambgy ‘Uepige ed’
Gerddlé QerPrugrs aow
aflg Smuwas dgsfe Quia
wihadnr prw aaa G@rleg?
o s Ay e e sl 108
Ba wpsyuug Fugorugd
poe plw wealomh

—

G g, QIREWT — sy Grami Q

mrpourewé sy fdd qpay
wer Ut B Ta. 7. Qos
wor syaursd Qe p L sew
Rpen (6-10-83) sRaris
waphsrit. urpUuressd ad
arfifg seflurs g,
Afawgdal. A5 swprs
daaured, 5008 sparug
Sa dyaid Kuis afsde
yd RQarsrymis Gis waw
afl e wFawd, ©FPHOIL YT F
eppsrugsslu sadvagda
wrdluy — “wrpdurasd
ad grfifed yegpdh Qumenn
yh, eablad®gd uydgyd
aorg. @fpric ot ggad
5% HBugTe YsF pg
are HluBdscu’ . Quoan
vepha Qumwasw Qsd
Bureés efug, pe ue
alvdapesBdr s ulaggd
Curdpnls suiugd'

agan “Fprh” usBies
s@uisd Slrygug.

P OuuBen,

e ISR £ ,-

l ’ Ve

7, 14 — 10 — 1988 J
e s i o

I ofui B2 puriac sy sz
i E rt, S@, Gsadvwe WBeEs
Sarthart. sm@ew peni HP@UBusw panrt. a5 apewp
uid ‘l-ﬂ.fﬂ 9@ S ui ,ﬂl‘i’fi:'l?ﬂlfp 1B sl [T .r;uluil Sl g Py & &
@ad srewerih, il @a sy e p & & O
: CQuoGarey. Qeddoan wyudsad
Qo uw waflG e WS Cauaeswra or & G oo (9 ar
E@i‘ﬁr ad syrfd arlurew b @aTi_Ady awganrit. " wy el
D uehump pmnst, RO D Lowd SO Sremd  Srede
bO cHagwsd Gotpa woaw 171486 ¢ wGs " ey gd
sitad, aumrd spRds oe BasBew Qerecdad ‘G wapg
aredh Qi Burgp s, set ar®, uds o deuyds g

SHRwraratadnl wot Sl
Qo uRG@m welldg amf
arud®he wr@hies, od
Iwd spRémamid srel e,
HUTE  eempoyssre  Sam.
Qedmuramar, wefl gl om exfl 4
ad waBuwp, W Lo o i e G
ad ard wrevadsd, ugl9d
Ber deada Caaw@i,
AErur Gz pid Srar
BadsBaed b, LS Fempiia
awgQuady@ib @ @ #m
urd cepds QAps HHup
wreyoiacr 2 g Ho fd g
QL Qupmrt. Qamle soar
wat Wy aw Oup des s a
Deis Qurypa R aug
Paphs 90 UdPL wrarace
Huard sy epdsdigs
a@ait  Qsoefigsre. Qg
par g wpwE wa e FUP BT Wb
Qmagn vear Hnm, Qeddowgy

aquitsd arypps Qapan@r
Wmoumit,

suLpp GBehan

8@, Qeadur yaiaadd
B uf g Bp e & e
gridemw ¥ By i e

«w QG wo Aplieédrewud
Guoarp adrr@euwdH o
Ag. “'eusd Cuidd s aduds

sWUaE ok

- Bm. @eatvur gufscmd  IEYD Codgued, 855 Beda

B weplurard adaThEy
e vivrer G Tty sipud
Gay w@. damdg Gupue.
Brgd. wrplurevd aw grf
s u@pu preawwrrRu G,
1952640 gaap o HFu
rral uadQup@d. 1938-0
HEP slwmwPupsomt,. &
Uy agLesmigl Adarit
S Bugret. 1066-b - pew@
@drauer fu S&ar Gpasd
Sy I3& JPerwrrau el
Herprean, pgwayll sgrauw
praah Hoas reula 8@
Sanfluraa b
wapplurswiad grfidg @
aay fewcarat CGuldpsss
smapd ualwrppa e dm,
Lo purear Ass Qrd eopGe de

Fie, wmergQuew@Gn, oauls
qufid wpalu Qe Busra
@ bs s
& Cur &l

W DO U e da® g hod
aperdiCe 1037-b gomgd
@b 106610 geiwy Hhyd Esw
L arewn “uyudat— Qo
Sur arwali ' SFwou@
Bpz. @albe mbadgrfidw
Qurpesred, sa@cludgih, &
aah guid, v mo B g @ pui
b wrp. ad grd Gedesd
QaCu @iéwmpmy oSadDug
Sdare sl g6 wrpour
o d ad gwdudd apg e
ariiteauy pouda @updep
s0@ wm upw ewrdBula.
@5 smsu Bpoeu wrp, s&
ol gw_wpis S Qe
Bur gutscld sy
e@plilu ary arwr @, Spoa
aL pat(Gih myomsoyaw @pa
HCraR U arEad @ubp
Gealapr auis®, sr@aed
e gylurys edgrimw

uemﬂqrﬂjjn'rr.'

Qedarn fowvurd diratsurm
Tyt UG T L wgo&y
Glus@piavy, I, Aeddwur
Autedd Tadwyn el
GLosg o) @Erascrad
sfdFurd. Q&0 peled
sw e goilaisea L (Pwaw i
Bpruss uwsast «dwemdw
Mm@y ik ed asr,

“edapard Quiimr Qaryd

CETE RN
g_aim;i.y Qardvar gara ™

or e & o gy &l wesm.
(A person who avoids carefully
even the thought of falsehood will
find a place in the hearts of the
wisemen of the world) wgacis
wrer Qunyesy ey B &5
@eaw Quusput Geadiug,
St sy ss e e
@ph pusdedasrd uri ora
Syamwnes b,

sTaflwwrar Lsg

8@ Qeddour satawmdy
wrp. a@ifiGw Guids upds
wradimss u. Qe puia
dler HrPwadlGer wHpd
sopeailar yar yPe Cars
wmsd QredlL g BeLwurs.
e gat cawiSle uss

Qarppy AL QLdigm i
i phemi eduas im0
ugdSsart. g @ g polay

rwtydgis; atdabr anmp
anft werg e pSura gibded.
wiflue® eaployn supaie
wriLsf. gsir pgewpia
@ds. ghs eperad s
QT RT PUEE ST du e e hsdm
arBuur . afur@relyaro
wraah, Loawmrasl g
@ @ il e e Y ICT ]

S@uSdupuLTE. PO GOD
g Gursat prpug Hileyd
e o ——

Mt mfu wrssltasg ) air
ph vuegdass o nHdpw,

215 6016 T (1 35T L) LD

Bm. Grdadawp ;g er
gap oo wvisa LSy uha
HP iy Gareviat.  yoap

HEwg wTpps  umogwéadr
SBewart, adGurpdgn syat
BUrgratwrs  apwRet,
satad® $Piu arpsiems
Fpds Cacru e@n url
ulkat, el & e
wepfou Gadwel s@
mya @&sRUOES Gorysed.
St wephs Gua@pg @ pEy
Pogidss Swswr, sodadr
Spms@ul uortd s o g,
SFawrsd @pGured adap
Ares Gphs Gurys gw
eaurt urgu,

@all uIfp@liain
UIHsOBEE pap sEa gl

TR D UTLDIT 5T LEST DS
LT P

uGpousogapt So g rer
LB & LT 6 & L0 L B @ e en wal
B@Els sude b gyGsrear
Y@EI. TRSSUY SDUR
opLissdg WwEwt am e
Ehrer uwiiL god HSfus, gt

Garewed. ule grl o84
wi® e pdiad afrsgy Hap
. wps CgrgBe wwl
uLrGs aog sgs o
wean S5 PG ur Huigd
@Rsrpgaart Gsadwr, ]
ug ame dapwdy woad w6
g pur @eaepy Seuieg
wmodipd HUTey dg s ek,
Qe grFapL. wsure s
wew @uer LG ok ag
LEsesg Cuw arpaddi.

e oAy: ud By
epps sdvar wepdsic
Lnd. Huped wrglurand
aegrfdss agarpdgid am
HFPurud  pues Spg.
wrpturard so gy flfad gd
Su vphumplda gpakembd
Quepwal e mr. S V., B,
LoSeKa | Ky B MG I6 A 85
K.C,T. Curerp 8Mu pw
Swamied Fwrgu wrgd
urws s aerh @ aor ey
s Rar .o sangWserHuip
DFewgy we P Peal g, 4e9d
gaudsaia Cussdsad Sfg
Ly & & (LD, wTg e ey,
Hlymrege calar o6
whldnps CGeac Gddacan@
gow QOISEpew. Hia
@afie pévayasGar@ oy g
avsgess Farmlarnd,

Glauwr 4l

® 'urafdmprgés K@
flaar wpbgd gadar ys
agd sopevurs, pelar Huys
sidpssie PiSuread
LedRivgrar 10 ge@adr
o afl pug wrssHSoed
sudwealé®pg' o g swl
Pows @iPrrerph xwda
snald & Puyt,

|
vews alpoRhudm wess |
dpetlis Sprvad GFog




6 7 & 14-10-1983

THE MORNING

STAR

Vol. 143 No. 40 & 41

K. A. Selliah

by
(S. Kulandran )

So, K. A. Sellinh has finally quit
what was the scene of his labours
for 66 years. After areligious service
of great beauty and solemnity held in
Ottley Hall (aceording to his wishes)
and in the presence of a large gath-
ering which had come to pay him
its last respects, his body was borne
reverently on the shoulders of his
old students and former colleagues
to its last resting place by the side
of his wife in the Vaddukoddai
Church graveyard, He was within
a few weeks of completiog his 79th
year at the time of his death.

There are many things which
ara commonplaces of koowledge
about him to the point of being pro-
verbial. These should be recorded in
histories and would be noted by
generations that never kpew him.
It is not our primary purpose to
stress these in an article which will
be read mostly by those who knew
him, but his histories of course,
cannot aford to ignore them without
ceasing to be history.

The first of these commonplaces
which caomot be treated here bug
which may well be illustrated was
his total obsession with the College,
One such revealing incident is that
once when dealing with many other
papers he had to give the fall name
of his wife and he had to send a
peon home to find it. This js a well
attested story. Nor hid his obsession
lapase when he retired. Long years

after, he was watching a foatball
match between our boys and those

of St. Patricks and we had lost,
1 went'to see him and he was crying,
I tried to comfort him by saying
that after all it was a game between
boys and victory and defeat were
incidentel to every match, but he
refused to be comforted and insisted
on saying “No, our boys played very
badly.” Stories like these illustrate
his devotion to the College which
in bibilical words was a “Love pass
ing the love of woman.”

A second point thatis a com-
monplace of knowledge is that his
partnership with Bunker (which last-
ed 28 years) was the best and bri-
ghtest period in the 160 years or so
of the history of this College. Thou-
gh a daring thing to assert, I have
assumed it in the history of the Col-
lege, that I am writing, as hayond
dispute and have hammered away
on it time after time; anod it will be
generally agreed that 1 was right.
Heow can we assume this, when
there have been so many outstan-
ding figures in the history of the
Coliega? There was Daniel Poor a
great scholar, but he lived loog ago
and the Seminary of which he was
8 Head was a small affair, There
was H. K. Hoisington, a great
scholar of Hindusim, But how much
impact he had made here is not
knpwn, since according to written
recurds his scholarship seemed to
have blossomed out chiefly after he
had gone back to America. There
wis Samuel Howland, Principal of
the College during the last decade
of the ninetesth century, whose
encyciopiedic knowledge was the
wonder of Jaffaa and attracted many
students to the B A
mediate classes. The number of
students he had left behind was a
bundred and fifty,

and Inter-

In this century there was John
Bicknell, who dominated the scene
and whose presence almost covered
the horizon. His Vice-Principal,
Mr. J. V. Chelliah, a scholar and a
public figure in his own right was
searcely his partner. But apart from
the fact that these men were indivi-
dual figures, and never worked in
substantive partnership with any-
body else, they did not create @&
period of academic achievements
that the Bunker.Chelliah partner-
ship did. The reason is that in the
Bunker-Selliah regime each comple-
mented the other doirg what he
could do and the other conld bpot.
The result was a tremendous up-
surge in academ ¢ excellence and
corresponding popular prestige.

What was the role played by
either ? Bupoker came from some
of the best seats of learning of
America and England and lent
an air of grace and distinction to
the place. Outsiders eoming in
were impressed with the sight of
an American who had been educated
in Oxford sitting in the highest
seat of amthority., And what was
Selliah's role? Bunker eould have
searched high and searched low,
he could net have found a beatter
partner than Selliah. For Selliah
loved werk for its own sake, and
tbrew himself into it with an

almest religious fervour; he knew

no fatigue; details did not disgust
him, they were a challenge. Hae
drove himself and others to ses
that every wheel, small or great,
was turniog without a hitch and
that the whole

machine wag
humming, Juialy BEN.
© Such indefatigable and um.

remitting attention to details has
ome defect; it loses the distinction
between the important and un-
important. A cow straying across
the campus, or a boy throwiog a
ball of crumpled paper on the
verandah would arouse on his
part the same kind of indignation
that others reserve for a breach
9{ the Ten Commandments. This
's a kind of mentality not of the
ordinary men who do well in life
and are acecustomed to weigh the
pros and cons of “the micely
calculated less or more”. It is
not of the mentality of a business

men or statesmen but of those
who rise to be more than busi-
Oess men or statesmen,

Looking back on Selliah's
work it cannot be said that
Selliah was able to effect what
be did by sitting in his office

and issuing orders. Because it is
after all the teachers, who teach
and it is they who produce results;

they could have let him down
because of his undue strictness.
[ learnt only recently that =

teacher onee came to him when
be was watering his garden im
the evening apd asked him for a
day’s leave, becatse he was getting

married the next day. " Why
could’'nt you have fixed it for
the vacation” ! he asked. Sir it
has all been fixed ‘' he replied,
beeause Hindus have to wait for
auspicions months apd auspicious
days. " What time is the wedd-
ing 7" asked Selliah, " Tomorrow
night" =aid the teacher. ' All
right come to class during the
day and be at tha wedding in
the evening” was Selliah's final
Bay,

Harrison had
been

If Bicknell or
said this there would bave
serious resentment about Western
barbarians showing disrespect fo
local customs, In this case, it
was peacefully obeyed, becmuse it
was known that he would have
done it to his own son. It was
not co-operation that Selliah ob-
tained from his teachers but res-
pect; it would have seemed al-
most unholy to disregard any
request coming from him, because
it was known that it always came
with the highest intentions and
was inepired by the purest motives

to promote the common weal.
Because Selliah was teacher
and administrator it was un-

greater part of
be concerned

avoidable that the
the article had to
with his activities in such eapa-
cities. But quite s few never
studied under him nor taught
under him; and after all, school
hours last only from 9a.m. or
4 p.m. Many people koew him
as & mamn.

After Sechool bhours how did
Selliah strike his friends? As a
man Selliah struck his friends as
a simple minded, pure-hearted
persen, guileless, without a trace
of malice hatred or emvy against
any one and possessed of & wonder-
ful habit of forgetfuloess. To me
who was accustomed, during the
latter years to go for long walks
with him daily, it was a greag
boon to be able to repeat g
story which I had related only
twe days previously; te him it
would be a new story. It was
he would not know most of the

ordinary news of men and matters )
around him. The Rev, K. S, Jeya.

singham told me that
had oceasion to travel with him
from Vellore to Babgalore and
told him ten or twelve things all
of which werse commonly known
in Jaffna, and he treated every
one of them with surprise, Pro.
bably he had heard them befors
but they had not registered,
Memory after all is a matter of
interest. It is curious that he
could remember the names of all
his old boysand to the last made
it & point to attend the weddings
and funerals of their relatives.

be once

It is related that early in
the year 1304, a few days after
the death of Immanuel Kant, the
great philospher, two Prussian
soldiers, standing together, noticed
a small speck of cloud in the
blue sky overhead and one said
to the other "It is the soul of
Immanuel Kant going to heaven”.
Immanwel Kant was a man of
blameless life. But isa blameless
life enough to get a2 man to
heaven. Though the soldiers did
not know it, according to Kant
it was; for to him God WAas
simply the guarantor of Morality.

But according to our belief,
one would require something more
than morality, The great Augus-
tine has said, " a trus philosopher
is a lover of God" Sellish was
not only a man of blameless life
but a lover of God. Ha read
his Bible regularly and every
Sunday morning and evening he
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puritanic in
We did not
After

Hostel, We were
Some of our ways.
smoke, we did not drink.
passing the Inter-Science from
Jaffna College, the three of us
entered the Ceylon University
College in 1923 and joined the
Unfon Hostel where Prof. Sun-
tharalisgam was Warden. There
again we eccupied the same room.

Mr, Sellish and I passed the

London B. Se. together in June
1925 and returned to teach at
Jaffna College in July 1925 on

the invitation of Rev. John Bick-
nell, the Priocipal. We were
colleagues on the staff for 10 years
and them 1 left to go to Tellip-
palai while Mr. Selliah rernainsd
at Jaffna College to the end of
bis days. It was a love and a
loyalty that would not let him
go.

Mr. Selliah had many ster-
lig qualities. His loyalty to
Jaffea College was absolute and
undivided. His sense of daty was
an obsession. If ever a Committes
meeting was fixed during school
hours he would protest saying,
“1 bave a class”, There were
people who could not understand
a Principal being unable io ecut
a class.

He was a faithful steward
of the funds of the school, He
cared for every cent. If the
Directors suggested voting a grant,
however small, for any pu

putting oo a soor facs.
Mr. Selliab  was above all a
good man. Clever men thera ars
plenty but good men are hard ta
find. Mr. Selliah achieved tre-
mendous success in life becanss

of his goodness. Everybady liked
him.

could be found in his usual seat
in the third row on the right
hand side of the alter of the
Vaddukoddai Church; and he was
the chief souree of incoma to the
Anaicoddai Church, To him re-
ligion was deep and fundamental;
not only did he “merely lead a
blameless life but he walked
bumbly before God.

Was are not called upon hers
to peform the presumptuous task
of fixing his place in heaven,
We are trying to fix his place
in the calendar of our great men.
We are of eourse not trying te
assess his place as a teacher of
Physics or as administrator ; pro-
bably there have been far greater
men than he in these respects
Jafina. But takiog his qualities
as & man, all in all what shall
we 83y of him? To what cate-
gory shall we assign him ? Not
using the term in an ambitious
sense in the community we koow
there is only one category to
which we can asslgn him and
one term which we can appro-

priately use of him. In our own
calendar and history, we can do
Done other than call him a
saint "',
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