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Celebrations

The above eslabrations, as we
notified in our last issue will be
held oo Thursday (11-10-83) at
Trimmer Hall, Jaffaa.

Besides the two main addressés
by Mr.S. Jebanesan and the Bishop,
the Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
there will ba the Music of the Re-
Sormation introduced by Dr. Robert
Porter of Jaffoa College at 5 p. m.
or the same day.

Resolution of Sri Lanka
Methodist Church
Conference
[ The Anoual Conference was held
at Kullupitiya (Oet, 19 — 23) ]
1. The conference expresses its

 great pain and sorrow for the suffer-

ings caused to the Tamil people and
sonsequently to others, by the des-
troction of life and property by cer-
tain sections of the people during
the recent distorbances, While con-

' demniog violence 1a any form, it re-

affirms its commitment to the solu-
tion of ethnic problems throngh
mutnal discussions and peaceful
settlement, upholding the Christian

for members of al
ask for and receive forgiveness for
sufferings caused.

2. They Conierence therefore re-
solves to work and pray towards
regonciliation and peace among al]
communities- It invites the effective
participation of the whole Christian
Church and the co-operation of all
pational, religious and political orga-
pisations and movements, with a
view to lasting solution of ethpic
disputes and the preservation of
pational unity aod stabitity.

3. The Conference further calls
upon the leaders of all pelitical par-
ties to commence immediately nego-
tiations for settlement of existing
problems aund work sincerely for
the unity of the Nation.

4. The Conference, while appre-
ciating the efforts of the Govern-
ment, appeals to the Government to
take such measures as would effecti-
vely prevent breakdown of law and
order in the future and ensnore secu-
rity for all people at all times.

5. The Conference expresses its
deep appreciation and thankfulness
to all people of all communities es-
pecislly the Sinhala people and va-
rious organisations as well as our
own Churches, who with care and
concern, came forward courageously
to afford protection and relief to the
Tamil People during the dark pe-
riod of the disturbances.

15,000 more

eligible to vote

Over 15,000 more people than
in 1977 will be eligible to vote at
the forthcoming Trincomalee by-
election.

There ate 51,112 vaters on the
register now against 35,778 in 1977
The number that polled at the last
general Election was 29,379,

jdeal of a family.of communities liv-

communities to

‘We regret to record the death
whiech occurred on Sunday (23-10-83)
in Colombo of the Rt. Rev. C, L.,
Wiekremasinghes Bishop of Kurune-
galle who was a very frequent
visitor to the North and who,
more than any other Church leader
from the Seouth identified himself
closely with the ‘'Tamil problem '
for many years.

His death at this henr in our
annals is, without doubt, a: great
loss to the Christian Church in
Sri Lanka and to the nation.

~ The Funeral Service took

place on Tuesday (25-10-83) at
the Cathedral Church of Christ,
the Living Saviour at Baudda
Loka Mawatha, Colombo.

Bishop Lakshman

1 well remember the numbed
awe with which the news of the
death of D, T, Niles was received in
July 1970, The news of certain
other great churchmen since then
bas also produced a stir of pro-
found regret and sorrow. Com-
pared with such occasions, the
m::ant pass:ng of Bishop Laksh-
sun,l.s a su'lkmg cen‘tzlﬂt.

vunt bm
demonstration of grief has been
strikingly absent. It almost seems
that it was always taken for granted
that it should happen.

Why? To say that the attitude
was due te any grudge or hostility
to him is absurd. To say it was due
to indifference to his personality is
certainly not true. No one who has
known him could have been hostile
or indifferent to him.

The reason is that the idea
that there could be a person like
Bichop Lakshman always seemed to
be too good to be true. when he
was alive.

His obvious holiness which seem-
ed to be written all over him; in
spite of this, his bubbling gaiety, the
faee lit up with an unfailing smile,
the invariable joke on his lips that
could adjust itself to any situation—
all this seemed too good to be true.
1f it was real, it was felt that it
could not last.

He seemed to be like a magic
web or cilken gossamer that had flo-
ated ioto our ken and would float
away anytime, a vision that might
vanish anytime. People feit that
they had no right to expect that it
would last long enough for their
satisfaction. And now the web has
floated away, the vision has wvani-
shed.

But what an enchanting vision
it was, while it lasted! We can only
be thaukiul to God that it was
vouchsafed that we in our generation
should bave been privileged ta see
it, It may be that there will be no
further Lalkshman Wickremasin-
ghes; but it was gocd that there
was one Lakshman Wickremasin
ghe,

The marriage was solemnised
at S5t. Peter's Church, Jaffna on
Saturday 22.10:83 at 8.30 a. m.
of Dilkumar, son of Mr., and Mrs.
A. C. Visvanathan of Rudra Ma-
watha, Colombo 6 and Suganihy,
daughter of Mr, and Mrs. D. N.
Beadle of Vembadi Road"' Jaffna,

Rev. G. A. Winslow officiated
assisted by Rev- J. J. Ratoarajah.
Sevak Rev, Sam Alfred preached
the homily.

# w '
Mills — Vyravappillai
The marrlage of Christy,

youngest son of the late Rev. K. ]-
Mills and Mrs, Mills and Rathi,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R.
Vyravappillai of Kokuvil was
solemnised at the Manipay Church
on Wednesday 26-10-83 at 4 p. m

Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar offi-
ciated at the nuptial cersmony.
Rev. S. N. Sugupananthan preach-
ed the homily.

Obituary
Mr. 5. P. Rajarainam

i Wc are sorty to record the

g e on, 22:10:83
any serious popolar at Grem:l Villa, Manipay of Lydia

‘Rgsammah, wife of the late Mr,
S. P. Rajaratnam, former Princi-
pal of the Memorial English School,
Manipay. She was due to cele-
brate he 8b6th birthday on 1-11-83

The Funeral Service took
place at her residence at Post
Office Road, Manipay on Monday
24-10-83 at 4 p.m. Rev. D. R.
Ambalavanr officiated at the Ser-
vice, Mr. Prince Ratnam, Worker,
Kankesanthurai Church paid the

tribute. The grand childres sang
a lyric,
The committal rites at the

graveside were performed by Rev.
D. R. Ambalavanar, assisted by
Rev. S. N. Sugunananthan and
Rev. 5. Manopavan,

She leaves behind five daugh-
ters, two sons, and a large num-
ber of grand children and great-
grand children to keep her memo-

ry green,
L] * #*

Mr, T. Somasundaram

We regret to record the death
on 22-10-83 of Mr. Thampipillai
Somasundaram Attorney-at-law, a
respected Hindu leader in Jaffoa,
He was President of the Sekkilar
Manram and a former Chairman of
the Saiva Paribalana Sabbah.

Mr, Somasundaram outside his
norroal duties as an Attorpey-at-law
was engaged actively in social, ecul-
tural and religious activities aod
antertained at his home many guests
of honour whe came to Jaffoa to
participate in Tamil fastivals asso-
ciated with culture and religion,

He leaves & void in the Hindu
communit in Jaffoa which it is diffi-
cult teo full,
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Service of Thanksgiving

A service of Thanksgiving for
the life and work of Mrs. H. G.
Aseervatham [ Gnani Acca as she
was affectionately called by her
close saamam] W!S keld on Samr-

Tha ssrm:s was cunﬂuctad by The
Bishop Rt. Rev. D, J. Ambalavanar
assisted by the eircuit pastor Rev.
D. C. Ratnasingam,

The service started with the
devtional song (Thevaram) sung by
niece of the deceased. The Bible
lessons were read by her son Mr.
Devapriyan Aseervatham and grand
daughter Evonne Kulasipgam. Tri-
butes were paid by the Rt. Rey.
Kulendras and Mrs. Sugirtham
Thayanantham,

Bishop Kulendran in his tribute
mentioned that Mrs. Aseervatham
had been an excellent teacher of the
English Language. Besides being
an excellent teacher she discharged
the funetions of a paster's wife to
the best of her abitity. She was in
charge of the Children's activities of
the Church as well as the diocese.

Mrs. Sugirtham Thayanantham
in her speech referred to the Bible
verse in Jeremiah 1:5 — Before I
formed thee in the belly I knew thee
and before thou camest forth eut of
the womb, I sanctified thee and or-
dained thee a prophet unto the na-
tions.” and said that the verse aptly
suited the life of the late Mrs.
H. G, Aseervatham, She fur-
ther said that Mrs. Aseervatham was
an ideal teacher, @ social worker
and an exemplary wife, The Church
at Earlalai North is a fittiog memo-
rial to Mrs, Aseervatham's untiring
efforts.

A special song was sung by
Thevamancharan Thevasahayam.
The Bishop, the Rt. Rev. D. l.
Ambalavanar preached the Sarmon,

The members of the family
entertained all those present to &
Fellowship Tea,
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EDITORIAL .
Martin Luther Birth Anniversary

""One prophet does not make & charch, Lutheranism owes much
to a statesman, a scholar, and & university” says & historian of the
20th century.

The statesman as we know is Frederick, the Wise, of S.axony in
whose state and under whose patronage, Luther's hot passl?;sl w:hre
moulded, The scholar was Philip Melauch—thnn who pruvlleck e
pew religion in December 1521 with ils .MSt elnmen'farg mc? onf
Theology, Loci Communes and the University wa:; the Wniversity o
Wiltenberg, the centre where the " pational mind” of Germnn; was
first expressed in Language which all Germans could understand.

Bat in the last analysis, it was the * prophet © himself who put
his stamp indelibly on the dominant ideas of the 16th Century, 'to a
[x;:or degree. It could be said that his influence is still unmistak-
n.b]]g as we stand on the threshold of the 21st century.

One of the greatest cultural achievements in German history i5
the Martin Luther's traoslation of the ].':libh.e at Warthurg Castl? whe're
Luther found refuge, following the Edict issued by the Imperial Diet
at Worms.

No other book contributed so much to unify t.he various ua.ma-
culars of the German States as Luthe‘r:f translation of the .Blh::.
Friedrich Epgels deseribed the book as ''a powerful weapon in the
hands of the plebian mavamegt".

Paop!e seized upon Luther’s ideas and linked them with more
far-reaching soeial and pqlitiea.] demands. Luther became not merely
the mouth-piece of the Reformation but the ‘sword' as well, as &
writer puts it

1t was not by his own ideas alone that Martin Luther was able
to sway the masses. He offered the people two attractions which
were irresistable.

Against the ritual of the Roman Church, Martin Luther oﬂ'ere.d
the delight in congregational singing and the interest of a Worship
Service conducted in a language intelligible to the unlearned.

Not a few scholars before Luther’s time had shown th?t SOHES
occasionally attained a greater effect in the struggles of liberation than
ﬂm 'sgnkan word, Says the President of the GDR .Leag!;a of Caulture:
* yen the great Johann Sebastian Bach and all his mighty opus are
inconceivable without Luther. :

) # L {
The hymn of Martin Luther, A Mighty Forteess is our God,

referred to with three superlatives as “the greatest hymn of the
greatest man in the greatest period of German history " is the second
hyn;u in the large collection of Sacred Songs and _Scu'ns [ twelve

hunafgd pieces in all). The first hymn is a hymn of praise and as such
had perhaps to be the first in the book.

Luther's hymam is also notable as one where the words and
music have been written by the same person —a feature which is
evident when we sing some lines of the hymn as " Did we in our
s*r“;sgzg confide, our striving wonld be losing” — lines whieh reflect
the character of the struggle in which the author was engaged.

The promotion of Church musie is something to which the Martin
Luther Commemortion Committee in the GDR has given special import-
ance in the celebrations in connection with the Anniversary this year.

Aunniversaries are not days to be formally observed and celebrated.
They are occasions for gaining a better understanding of historial
events and of the impact of great figures on these events. Diefrich Bon-
hoeffer, Paul Schneider and Martin Niemoller are filgures who stand
out, during this anniversary year of Martin Luther, as those who,
like Luther, had the courage of their convictions in the pursait of
their Christian conscience.

Above all, let us not forget that Martin Luther who exereised
such a major influence on historical developments and who in his
time was the stapdard bearer of reason and humanity remained at
heart a 'beggar' who lived by ' His Grace alome’.

Martin Luther’s last words ( jotted dowm in & piece

of paper)
just before his death were:—

"We are beggars: that is true:
Rebruary 1546."

OL Examination,
December 1983

Nohel Prize (1983) for
Physies.

Professor Subramaniam Chan
draselar whose theary of " dying

" Displaced studedts ' bave been
allowed the optien to sit the OL

stars” has been accepted, is ex- Examination this year at Centres
pected to visit Sri Lanka im De- where they ars now livige, Schoal
cember this year as the Chief candidates eould

apply  through
Guest at the annual Seminor of

Living on the Frontier

| Some excerpts from comments made (before the riots of Ju]y
1983) by Bishop Lakshman Wickremasinghe on contemporary national

issues in Sri Lanka.l
The evenis of 1981 in Jafina

The physical and psychologi-
cal damage that has been cansed
by the events of May — June
1981, whatever be the pros and
cons is agonising. We have to
ensure justice for the Jaffma peo-
ple before we can achieve recon-
ciliation and peace, Iudivrduﬂll
acts of terrorism whether by cri-
minal gangs or radical groups
have to be denounced and sup-
pressed as law and order must
prevail. But acts of counter-ter-
rorism by the security forces in
revenge and retaliation and poli-
tieal manipulation which ensures
advantage to the government 10
power in such a situatien have
also to be denounced and controll-
ed. How to bring justice love
and sanity in a situation when
the communities are steadily grow-
ing apart, is something knewn
only to God. Let us centinue to
pray and act in hope in a situa-
tion of increasing hopelessness.

# * ¥
The Estate Workers
Our links with Christian

workers in the estates have eroded.
Their numbers have lessened and
many live with ignorance and
superstition. We also do not
cater to the neede of resident
workers living on estates as com-
munities...... They are uncertain
about their fature in Sri Laoka.
This was partly because they are
being displaced from estates on
which they had loog resided,
owing to government policies re-
lating to crop diversification and
land alienation. They live in fear
of the Sinhalese residing in wil-
lages or colonies near the estate,

» * -
Recenciled Diversity

In Sri Lanka, we face the
same kind of challenge in the
face of increasing communal strife
and suspicion, allied to brutal
murder and robbery and arson.
There are those who want to
find a eolution in  seperation.
There are others who want to
find a solution in domination. But
thank God, that responsible lead-
ers in both Government and Op-
position are slowly fighting a way
to inculecate restraint and reach
unity through reconciled diversity,
inspite of opposition from within
their own parties, This is real
wisdom and courage.

® w L
Taking sides

There are issues over which
one must take sides as a moral
obligation. Takiog sides in such
a situation places one in strange
company. Someone asked me why
I was associating myself with "un-
desirable people". My reply was
that Jesus was found in unex-
pected situations with ‘undssir-
able' for the gsake of the Gaos-
phel of the Kingdom., A bishop
as an under-shepherd to the Chief

Shepherd has to be where the

the Sri Lanka Association for the

advancement of Seience,
Ipdis:boro Channrasekar who
won the award on bis 73 Birthday

studied ar Cambridge and became
an American Citizing in 1953,

the Priocipals of schools to which
they are now attached.

The Examination will com-
men oo December 2 Over
500,0 will sii the Examination
which will be conducted in 2900

centres all ever the island.

master is, come what may,

= L »

On Tourism and Consumerism

Foreign busimess enterprises,
ineluding multi-nationals are being
permitted to dominate increasing
sgctions of the economy, with the
intention of increasing employ-
ment, and producing quality goods
which are exportable. But the
terms under which they are given
this dominance has many adverse
results. Local industries have
been destrayed ...... poorer farmers
are facing increasing indebteness,
A yawniog-gap between a very
rich class of foreigners and na-
tienals and the many people who
can barely make ends meet, espe-
cially with the removal of subsi-
dies is increasingly evident. Un-
restricted consumerism with its
rank materialism and unrestricted
tourism with its encouragsment of
a slavish mentality to foreigoers
and their ways are undermining
inherited social, cultural and me-
ral values.

# " n

On the abortive Public Servant's
Strike, 1980

The continued malireatment
of the sirikers and their families
is a crying shame. Thoogh ap-
peal and protest seem ineffective,
the policy of attrition adopted by
those in power must be condemned.
An attempt which Buddhist and
Christian clergy bave initiated to
show solidarity and give practical
belp to
through the organising of mid-
day fasts in temple or church
premises has taken place. They
seem minor efforts but they are
signs that teligion must uphold
the values of justice and com-
passion.

¥ W x
On Peace at Christmas time in
Sri Lanka

The message of peace has
more than personal relevance. At
this time in Sri Lanka, ws are
challenged especially as Christians
to be servants of the Prince of
Peace in the enmities between
Tamils aod Sinbalese.  After
August 1977, the Tamils feel in-
secure and alienated. They want
security of life and propearty
guaranteed to them against mob
violence and communpal prejudice:
they want to be treated like equals
in public life as of right, in tha
face of discrimination. Jesus broke
barriérs says St. Paul between
Jew and Gentle, rich and poor,
male and female edocated and
ignorant...... Christmas is a geed
time to begin the uphill task of
compassion, courage and sacrifice.

God's compassion and peace —
making on a human seale peint
to the unlimited care for the peo-
ple society rejects and oppresses
and the uonceasing initiatives for
making peace in the wvery pature
of God. The wise men from the
IZast saw this w.... They bad
the insight that he was Imma-
nuel, 'God with us',

[ These excerpts havs been takesn
from The Ceylon Churchmans.
the Dharshans aod other sour-

ees, ] — Ed.
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