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Christmas

services will be
held by the Ecumenical Associ-
ation of Christian ehurches in
Sri Lanka from December 7 to 9
at Methodist College, Kollupitiya,
St. Lucia's Square and St. Thomas
College, Mount Lavinia respectively.

Three carol

Hymns will be sung by joint
church choirs, conducted by Lylie
Godridge. The army band also
will be in attendance.

The association comprises
Anglican, Baptist Methodist and
Roman Catholic ehburches. The
the churches, priests,
pastors, and lay persons have
taken an active interest' in this
program, which i a milestone in
the ecumenical movement.

Free Bible distribution at the
Sanatorium, Kankesanthurai

The Jaffna branch of the
Gideons Bible Society, distri-
buted free Bibles to the mem-
bers of the Staff and the pati-
ents at the Sanatorium on
Sunday the 27th of November.

Thas was fulluwed bj_r the

and praached the word of God.
In his Sermon he said that the
word of God helps a person to
face any situation in life. He
requested every one fto read
the word of God. *The
truth will make you free’
Mr. Prince Ratnam, the Cha-
plain of the Sanatorium, offered
a Special Prayer of Thanks-
giving for the work that was
being done by the Gideons
Society in making the Bible
available to every home.

The above programme was
jointly erganised by Rev. T.S
Premarajah, Circuit Pastor of
Kankesanthurai and Mr. Prince
Ratnam. We have been also
made to understand that furthur
distribution of Bibles to all the
Institutions at K K. S. has been
planned out.

The Jaffna Clock Tower

The Helanaduw of T7-12-83
has a news item of the Jaffna
Clock Tower which continues
to ‘deceive’ the public by
indicating the wrong time.

In this context, we are
publishing below one of the
news paper clippings from our
file which would be of interest
to our readersi-

«1affna’s clock-tower which
had stopped shortly before
Prime Minister Premadasa’s
visit in January was repaired
in time by a Colombo firm It
worked only when the Prime
Minister was in Jaffna but has
now stopped again.

[CDN 2-12:81 (Page 10)]

ce were of the College colours-

Mém‘:lri'hl Services to the

Late Mr. K. A. Selliah

In London— A Thanksgiv-
ing Service was held on 26th
November at the Putney
Methodist Church. The service
was led by Rev. Kingsley
Muttiah and the sermon was
delivered by Rev.S Thambirajah.
The Thevaram was sung by
Mrs. Vathany Thangiah, scrip-
ture readings were by Mra Su-
mi Selliah and Mrs: Chandra Se-
thurajan; Tributes were paid by
Mr. A. Selvaratnam, BEM ,J.P..
Dr. R. Nithiananthan and Mr,
C, W. Karunairajan. A fellow-
ship tea followed the service,
and at this tea the Jaffna
College Alumni ‘Assouatmn of
London was tevived and a
committee of twelve formed.

In Ontario, Cenada — At a
service in Canada, the Rev. B.
Sinclair, a former missionary
in India led the -service. The
Thevaram was sung by Mrs,
Vimala Edward; Bible Lesson
was read by Mr. Cedric Ed-
wards; responsive reading by
Mr. A, J. Thurairatnam; Thanks-
giving prayer by Mr. Roshan
Carpenter, and the tribute was
plld by Professor E. A. Cham-

an.. The flower:

crimson and gold. It was a
very impressive programme with
the College colours printed with

a good picture of Mr. Selliah.

Both these services had an
attendance of more than
hundred - and - fifty alumni,
friends and relatives,

Wesley College

Mr. Shelton Wirasingha,
Principal of Wesley College
retires after a period of 22 years.
Wesley College founded in 1874,
has Sinhalies, Tamils, Burghers
and Muslimes in the student
body.

To what extent such schools
have been affected by the July
riots we do not know. But the
retirement of Principals as
Mr. Wirasingha, who had seen
a period of service the next
longest to Rev. Henry Highfield
( Principal 1895-1925) is un-
fortunate in the present na-
tional context,

The O L Examination

The G.EC (O L) Examina-
tion is due to commence in
2921 centres in the island, The
aumber of students whe will
sit the examination is 4,83,220,
There will be 495 co-ordinating
centres.

Sirima back on Dec. 17

The SLFP Leader, Mra,
Sirima Bandaranaike, who under.
went medical treatment in Yogoes-
lavia, is due to return on De-
cember 17,

(1l

JAFFNA' COLLEGE PUBLidWSN%‘ #

I. The Crisis in Modern Society

— R« G Saiyidain

Tamil Humanism — The Classical Period

— Xavier S. Thaninayagam

3, Education and National Development

— Malcolm S Adiseshiah

4. Christianity Traditional Cultures & Nationalism
( The Seuth Asian Experience)

— Sinnappah Arasaratnam

5. Reflections on the Humanities in a Democratic Culture

— J. W. Bicknell

The above are available at Rs., 10/- each.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS
6. A History of Jaffina College 1923 — 1980

— 8. Kulandran  Rs. 50/.

7. The- Contribution made to Tamil by the American Missionaries

who served in Ceylon

lin Tamil)

— S. Jebanesan Rs. 20/.

All may be obtained at Jafina College.

Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai.

The Refugae Sltuat:on

The following is the num-
ber of Refugees in Sri Lanka,
yet remaining in the camps
since the July ethnic distuaban-
cesi- In Colombo. there are
4 camps with a total of 10,257
refu_g_ees- In Bathcalna. there

{ eﬁu ees ]
Anuradhapura 112

In Jaffna, there are 14 camps
with a total of 5568 people.

In Vavuniya, there are 3 camps

with 984 refugees, in Mullai-
tiva five camps with 440
refugees and in Mannar there
are 165 refugees.

The First Rugger Match
in Jaffna Schools

St. John's College and Jaffna
College pioneered in playing the
first rugger match in Jaffna on
the St. John's grounds on Sat-
urday 10 December. The teams
were possible because of several
rugger playing students who
are now displaced from the
schools in the South. The
match was well played with
St. John's having two tries
(8 points] and Jaffna College
scoring a goal (6 points) Thus
the match was won by St. John's
College.

The boys are now looking
forward to the continuation of
rugger as a major game in
Jaffna schools:

President Meets Party
Leaders

Mr. Bernard Soysa, Genera]
Secretary of the LSSP met Pre-
sident Jeyawardne on 2-12- 83 for
a briefing en the communal amity
round table.

Earlier President Jeyawardene
briefed the Leader of the Oppo-
sition Mr. Anura Bandaranaike on
his discussions in New Delbi.

The other parties that have
been brigfed by the President are

Principal. :

Wanted

Applications are heing re-
ceived for a post of Dispenser,
Applicants should be females less
than 21 years of age and posses
a minimum of G.C.E. (O/L)
with 6 credits in science subjects.
Preference for candidates i
Advance Level having Chel

Apply to al Sups-
rintendent, = McLeod  Hospital,
Inuvil, before 31-12-83,

Tax on X’mas parcels

The Postal Department has
doubled the ten-rupse clearance

fee for air and sea mail parcels, -

effective from December 1. This
charge is now Rs. 20, while the
warehousing charge of Rs. 4 per
parcel has been raised to Rs. 5.

The GPQO’s Chief Post Master
(foreign parcels), Mr. L. L. Jaya-
singhe, said that the pumber of
postal counters and stail was
being increased to handle the flood
of Christmas parcels from abroad.

He =aid the number of foreign
parcels arriviog at the GPQ daily
bhad increased from 300 to 680
and the figure was expecled rise
to 1000 leaders X'mas.

No¢ promotions while
on leave

The Ministry of Public Ad-
ministration bas ruled that public
servants on no-pay leave, under
cirenlar 344, will not be eligible
for promotion to &ny VAcancy
that might arise while such leave
is in force:

Periods of no-pay leave will
also not be taken into account in
determining minimum perieds of
service laid down as a qualifie:
ation for promotion, :

This rule will affect the
government servants displaced by
the riots.

i o e L
the All Ceylon Tamil Congress
and the CP.

The President is due to mest
represeniatives from all other re-
cognised parties too te obtain
their views before the Conferense,
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EDITORIAL
Peace Talk before Peace Walk

The news of the week {December 2.9) is that the historic ‘peace-
walk® of Dr. A. ]. Ariyaratne —a 100 days wallk covering over 1000
miiss—-fmm Kirivihera, Kataragama in the Seouth to Pt P.adm,
Nagadipa in the North has been put off at the request of President
Jeyawardene;

The March, in fact, had commenced as scheduled, on 6-12-83
and covered 15 miles, when the decision was taken.

A fair amount of publicity was given in all the national dailies
and journals, to the Pathayathira (Pilgrimage on foot), symbolic of
the strength and depth of a papular movement.

The Tribune in its issue of 15-10-83 had = spotlight of Dr.
Ariyaratne driving a bullock cart in the North with some of his
colleagues travelling along with him in the cart, The front cover of
the same jomrnal of 5-12:83 too, had a picture of the Sarvodhaya
Leader in the midst of Tamil children at the Sarvodhaya Centre in
the North.

Dr. Ariyaratne was the fouader and initiator of a movement whieh
did not lose itself in the petty political conflict of the times but
strove to look ahead on a Sri Lanka free from the stain of racial
prejudice.

The reason given for the postponement of the Peace Walk was
all the same valid. The President had received information about
" bossible efforts to barass the amity seekers ', There was also inti-
mation that even the life of the Sarvodhaya Leader may be at risk.

In the wake of the communal ‘Aames’ which have just been
doused in the country, a ‘' peace walk ™, with white elad ‘pilgrims’
pledged to comquer hate with love, and thuggery with enlightenment,
may not achieve what it sought to achieve.

We appreciate the prompt measures taken by the President to
avoid ao embarassing situation. The amity Talks has to be free from
any kind of euphoria even ths enphoria conneeted with a peace-
mareh,

For, not seldom in our appals in Sri Lanka have we found
that (in Shakespeare’s words) " cweetest things™ have often turned
" courest by their deeds” and “lillies” have often festered, making
their smell ' far worse than weeds”.

A Crucial Phase

As we write these notes, the preliminaries for the ell Parfy
Dialogue are well under way.

The Sti Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), the Federal Party (FP),
the Lanka Sama Samajist Party (LSSP), the Communist Party (CP),
the Tamil Congress (TC) and the Mahajana Eksath Peramuna (MEP)
have expressed their willingness to participate in the Dialogue with
exuberant fervour,

The TULF will, we learn, be invited to the talks. The President
in his siatements, after his return from the New Delhi Summit Con-
ference has, with increasing insistence, emphasised on a national con-
census which he will seek on all vital issues.

With this end in view, he hopes to invite representatives of
all religions bodies and secular organisations fer a parley to aseertain
their views on all outstanding issues.

In the msantime, to mount loud protests while yet the All Par-
ty Dialogue is waiting to be organised, is like the proverbial sextant
ringiog the Church bell without consulting the Church Calendar.

As for the TULF, the position of the Party, after the Summit
talks in Iodia, on the Tamil problem, seems to bas that the party
leaders would co-operate with the Sri Laokan government in any
decision which is commensurate with the spirit of the talks held at
New Delhi. as it was Prime Minister Indira Gandhi who had persuded
the TULF leaders to give up their party stanece on sepsration,

The task before the government is very challenging, even after
the New Delhi talks, The Madras Hindu in a recent editorial has
frankly stated the cruciality of the stakes im Sri Lanoka:-

L . : ] 3

It is in everyone's interest to eschew the pursult of gim-
micks and parrow consideration and work for am enduring demo-
eratic framework within which people of different cultural

1 and
ethnic backgrounds eould live uander

; ; relations of equalily and
civility even while discussing and fighting over different poli.
tical issues” {

| Italice are ours]

Gynaecology and Obstetrics.
He is the sonof Mr. L. S. C
;-‘f' ‘“ D. €. Canagasingham Ihas Canagasingham, Hospital Secre-
,_,.r--.‘: I._~(1‘u;rz;;s{ul_ in the final tary, Mcleod Hospital, Inuvil
1v1!.{..]---;|_ Ix'c:{mm:nmn of the and Mrs, Canagasingham of
University of Colombo, obtaining Uduvil.
a becoml Class (Upper). He He is an old Boy of St
also wins a Memorial Prize for John's College.

Examination Success

God Does Hear

the Human Cry

[Buxcerpted from the Sermon preached by
Rev. (Dr.) J. R. Chandran
af the U.T.C. Valedictory Service Bangalore (10-4-83) ]

( Continued from our last ssswe )

Secondly, Christ's ministry
demonstrates the radical character
of the love of God which refuses
to exclude any one, a love that
saves by aecepting people just as
they are. This was one of the glar-
ing differences between the attitude
of Jesus and the attitude of the
" righteous ' religious leadership of
his time to people. Take for ex.
ample the way Jesus accepted
“Zachaeus. He was regarded a
sinner because he wasa tax col-
lector and was reported to be
corrupt. He was ostracised and
given up as beyond redemption by
the ‘‘righteous’’ pharisees. But Jesus
said, ‘I must stay at your house
today " (Luke 19: 1—10). Jesus'
leve accepting bim, rather than
judging transformed Zachaeus and
Jesus could declare, “ Today, sal-
vation has come to this house.”
Similarly he rehabilitated the wo-
man caught in adultery, whom
the Pharisees had judged to be

worthy only to be stoned to death.

He permitted the ** sinful woman”
to anoint his feet, praising her
act asan expressien of love related
to the forgiveness she had experi-

enced. He accepted the hospitality

of Simon the Pharisee inspite of his
critical attitude to Jesus,

It is this Jesus whom we pro-
claim as Lord. It is his ministry of

accepting people jnst as they are

in which we are called to be in-
volved. He enables us to seek the
inclusien of all within the scope
of our ministry. He enables us to
seek the restoration of the margi-
palised, the dispossessed, the alie-
nated, those who are socially ostra-
cised on moral or other grounds.
Jesus empowers us fo participate
in the radical inclusiveness of the
love of God. In Jesus' ministry,

his unconditional acceptance of all
was offensive to the religious leader-
ship and this also precipitated the
conflict resulting in the anger of the
“ righteous” people. When we
become involved in the migistry of
accepting rather than judging
people we also ara . likely to be
misunderstood. Yet this is what
Christ has called us for and em-
powers us for.

Aware of these two dimen-
siens of Christ's ministry and
therefore of the ministry to which
we are called we may go on to

.gee the ralevance of the next

part of the text, ''and ourselves
as your servants for Jesns' sake™.
Even though we do not project
ourselves, by proclaiming ourselves,
yet we are called to make defi-
pite commitment, In order that
Christ may be made known as
Lord we offer ourcelves as ser-
vants among the people whem
we are called to serve. Derek
Winter in his racent book, Hope
in Captivity, (London, Epworth
Press, 1977) bas quoted Fr. Javier
Albe of DBolivia alluding to the
words of Igpatius Lyola as say-
ing, " We have to work in such
a way as if everything depends
on us, our work, and then we
bave God working with us in
everything, And usually the pre-
blem with the charismatics is that
they forget the first part, and
the pmlﬁ?th with ather m
who become atheists is that they
forget the second part, But if
we are reslly part of the plan of
God we have to do all we can
ourselves and realise that this is
our job here because of Gad's
will, and that we bhave God
working with us in it",

(op. oi. t pp. 47-8)

(t0 be continwed)

‘Forty per cent of our

chartered accountants
abroad’

About 40 per cent of ths coun-
try's chartered accountants are
working abroad, Mr. G. C B.
Wijesinghe, President of the Ins-
titute of Chartered Accountants of
Sri Lanka, told the institute's an-
pual conference onm 1-12-83,

He said that of the institute's
1,074 members, 424 are abroad,
306 working for private firms, 280
serving corporations and statuto-
ty bodies, and only 22 are work-
ing for government departments.

A total of 15,000 students
are registered with the ipstitute,
he said.

Trade Minister Lalith Athu.
Jathmudali who was the chief
wuest, suggested that the institute
sets up @an organisation to offer
professional mccountancy services
abroad,

That way, Lankan Accoun-
tants can work abroad for a Lan-

Greetings with X’mas
pensions

Government departmants and
computers could be guite human
occasiopally, the Department of
Pensions has proved. It is sending
Colombo’s government pensioners
their December peasioners vouchers
with " Season's Grestings''!

Architect of the gesture of
goodwill is Pension Director Donald
Abeyasinghe, who greeted pen-
sioners for the Sinhala New Year
and decided to do it again to
show department was not discri-
minating.

His greetings in April brought
a tlood of praise. Many of the
“thank you notes were written
in & shaky hand. Meanwhile the
comwputers, used to deal with cold
hard figures, bave been fed grest.
ings which they in turn would
feed the pensioners.

kap organisation rather than for
foreign employers.
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