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ANOTHER WOMAN DEACON FOR THE DIOCESE

January 7ih was yet another day in the annals of the Diocesan
history when the Rt Revd Dr 8. Jebanesan, Bishop in Jaffna of the
Church of South India ordained Miss Thayulini Thivagarajah as Deacon
of the diocese al a special service held in Colombo Church. The day
coineided with the Covenant Sunday,

The service was conducted by the bishop with the assistance of
Revds. PR. Navendranugoolan and A. Jeyakumaran. The Revd Dr.
Daniel §, Thiagarajah. Exceutive Secretary of the Programme Ared of
Faith. Mission and Unity of the Christian Conference of Asia preached
the sermon based on “But we have this treasure in clay jars. so that it
may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and
does not come from us™ (2Cor4:7).

The Seripture lessons were read by Miss Esther Madurani Ponraj.
Mrs S. Devadasan and the Rev. T. Daniel Ranjith respectively. Mr G.
Rajanayagam, former Principal of Jalfna College led the congregation in
choral litany. The candidate for ordination was presented before the Bishop
by the Revd T. Jeyachandran, Cireuit Pastor of Vavuniya. The Colombo
Church of the IDCSI hosted all those present, to a fellowship break fast.

Thayalini completed her theological studies at the Christian Theological Semimary. Maruthanamadan. She has the distinetion ul'complulmg the

B Th degree in Second Class with 65% average. She excelled hoth in Greek and Hebrew studies. She is now serving as Assistant Pastor and Chaplain
ol Girls™ Home at Vavuniya, Morning Star wishes Revd Miss Thayalini Thiyagarajah all the hest as she continues to serve the Lord and the People of
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Colombo Church organized
athree-day convention from the dth
Lo the 6th of lanuary in Colombo
during the Week of Prayer. The

Rev. G. Devakadasham
Director Pastoral Aid Departmen

{

and Rev. B.D. Prasad Rao. Direc-

Revd Dr Milton Jeganathan,
Director of the CSI Synodical
Department of Mission and
Evangelism and the Revd Dr Danicel
S. Thiagarajah, Executive Seereliry
for Faith. Mission & Unity of the
Christian Conference of Asia were
the speakers at the convention.

The choirs of JDCSI Colombo
Church and Moor Road Methodist
Church sang special songs which
made the convention very lively. A
team under the leadership of Mrs.
Puthma Hensman was in-charge of
all the arrangements,

A New Library at
S§t. John’s College

A new library will be con-
structed for St John's Callege.
Jalfna at acost of Rs.5 million. This
amount had been allocated by the
Reliel and Resettlement Authority
of the North. The Engineers visited
Jaffna College Library on the 261h

January and saw the library structure.

tor Department of Christian Edu-
cation of the Church of South India
Synod are planning to be in Sri
Lanka during the Holy Week of
2001, They will conduct seminars
for Sunday Schoal Teachers. preach
al services and visil our churches in
South Sri Lanka during their stay
11 OUr eountry.
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: ctorsof PAD Rev. Paul Suresh and his bride Doreenn

The wedding of Rev,

M., Paul Suresh,

e worker  al
Visvamadhu 1o
Doreen Thanesh.
Assistant Librarian.
Library.
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Public
Vavuniya
solemnised at St
P Church.
Kudiyiruppu.
Mavuniya on Satur-
iy the 20th of Janu-
ary 2001,

The marriage was

eler’s

solemnised by the
Bishop and assisted
by Ryl
leyachandran.
worker m charge.
Vavuniya: Rev. Dr.

. Faith, Mission &

Unity,  Christian

preached the homily

The marriuge ser-

vice was [ollowed by
afellowship luneh at the Vannt Ton Fotel. Mavuniyi

Confirmation Service - Vavuniya

Thirly persons were admitted into the full fellowship of €51 Church,

Vavuniya on Sunday the 2 st of January 2001, The cundidates were pre-

sented by Rev, T, Jeyuchandran, worker in charge of Vavuniya,
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News from Batticaloa church

St John's Boys Home

We are very happy that three students from St John's Boys' Home Urianee
got admission to the university. Two ol them, Arunasalam Suhiharan and
Chandrathasa Chandrakantha, are entering the Eastrern University while
Kopalapillai Pamatheesan gains admission (o Sabragamuwa University, This
is the first time students are enlering university from St John's Boys' Home

Uranee

Cyclone Relief

Due o the recent eyelone manyarcds in Butticaloa were badly affected. Many

of our chureh members in Murakkodddanehenai. Ralodai. K iul, Kavankerney

and Uranee were also badly alfected, We were able to provide theny with dry

ratans and clothes, Our sincere thanks are due 10 the ACT Imernational,

Jeneva for helping the Jaffna Diocese ol the Chureh of South India in this

Emerzency natural theacrmse '
ergency natural disasies LRI |n}|.~||“11 the RL. Rev, D S, Jebitssan wis

Wstrumental in- gelting this geant from ACT International Geneyva

Appreciation

Chelvi Matiaparanam had her entire education from LKG to
London Degree at Jaffna College, Viddukoddai. She passed her BA.
when she w.u.\ 19 and was a brilliant student throughout. She further
passed her L.T,C.L. in Music creditably, still young. For many years
she served as the Pianist at Jaffni College. She was on the Committee
of the Jaffna College Alumni Association Colombo Branch for quite
some years. The Assemblies of God Church, Kollupitiya had her services

as Pianist and Choir Director for a period,

Proceeding 1o Ghana soon after her graduation, she worked as
Music Teacher there for some years. She was then on the staff of SLBC,
Colombo, as a Producer of English Programmes. Subsequently she
joined the Overseds Children's School and was the Head of the Musie
Dept. for 10 years. Therealter she was one of the pioneer leachers of
Asian International School as the Head of the Music Dept. Shortly
helore her demise, she was [elicitated by the school for her excellent

record and efTiciency as i leader lor a decade.

Testimonials from Foreign Principals of Schools where Chelvi
taught refer 1o her conscientiousness, the "excellent standard” of
broadeasts of her Choir productions, as a real asset to the school, as

the first rate Music teacherand "wide acelaim” of her efficiency.

Throughout her life Chelvi was distinguished by her commitment
to God, hard work. discipline. perseverance and thoroughness in her

ways. thus bringing glory to her Lord.

An extract ol e-mail from a senior Jaffna College friend from
abroad " The sudden and unexpeeted news of the passing away of dear
Chelvi has ercaned a grear yvoid and sadness among all her friends.
relatives and Jaffna College Alunmi in Canada, 1 knew Chelvi from her

very childhood, She_grew up (o be such o sweel plegsant. pre

accomplished and cultured Tady. It was always a pleasure to be in her

presence and Lo converse with her",

Obituary - George Stephen Ranjan

We are sorry (o record the death of three-year-old George
Stephen. son of Ranjan and Sutha. He died of snake bite on Friday the
19th of January 2001 while at sleep. The funeral wok place on the
lollowing day a1 Poovarasankulam. Vivuniya, This family moved out
of their village Kalmadhukulam after the eruption of fierce fighting in
that area and were living in a hut at Poovarasankulam, Vavuniya.
‘There are eighteen Christian families now living at Poovarasankulam
refugee camp. who earlier belonged to €SI Church, Kalmadhukulam.

Ecumenical Gathering

‘During the Christmas season an Ecumenical gathering was held at St

lohn's Church Uranee . Batticaloa. The Rt. Rev. Dr. Kingsley
Swampillai, Bishop of Roman Catholic Church (Butticaloa) organized
the pathering which was hosted by the Rey S Jeyanesan. Area Minister
of Batticaloa,

Priests from various denominations participated in the gathering which

ended with a fellowship luneh,
Ecumenical service

An Eeumenical service was held on Sunday the 2/ st ol January 2001
it the Cuthedral , Roman Catholic Chureh, Batticalod. The main fea-
tre o the serviee was participation of priests from various denomina-

hons
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EDITORIAL
ELECTIONS IN TAMIL NADU

[thas been announced that the elections for the legislative assembly
of Tamil Nadu will be conducted in May 2001, This news no doubl has
caused anxiety and concern among the Tamil people in Sri Lanka. The
quality of life of the Sri Lankan Tamils is to a large extent delermined by the
political climate in Tamil Nadu. Not only the Tamil militants butl also the
ordinary civilians are watehing the political developments with trepidation,
Alter the racial niots of 1958, Tanul Nadu (then Madras State) has shown
interest in the safety and security of the Tamils in Sti Lanka. Sometimes it
wils a genuine copcern. sometimes it was righteous indication and some-
times uncontrollable emotion, After the 1983 racial riots the Tamil Nadu
Government helped the Sri Lankan Tamils in many ways. Besides giving
asylum to the Tamil people it also admitted Sri Lankan students to very
prestigious courses in the Indian University Colleges, However, after the
tragic event of 1991, public opinion in Tamil Nadu turned very much agains
Sri Lankan Tamils. In 1995, admission o Sri Lankan students in Indian
Colleges were totally banned. Even though this baif was lifted later by the
present Government, public opinion against the Sri Lankan Tamils has not
changed very much. They are permitted to live in Tamil Nadu and police
harassient is on the decline. .

The main cause for this animosity is the politics of the State. Some
political parties are supporting the Sri Lankan Tamils and the Eelam idol
with friends. MDMK., PMK and the Puthiya Thumilakam sympathise with

the Sri Lankan Tamil cause. But they are only on the peripheral ol South

Indian polities. The DMK and the TMC are cautious and take i@ very neu-
tral line while the AIADMEK and Rajiv Congeess are vehemently opposed (o
the Sri Lankan political activities in India. Since Sri Lankan Tamil problem is
— now politicised. their forumes are also now dependent on the strength of the
various political parties. This explains the fear and anxiety of the Sri Lankan
Tamils. If parties opposed to the Sri Lankan Tamil cause win the elections,

Sri Lankans especially the students will undergo much hardships.

There is not a slightest doubt thal at one time the activities ol the
| armed groups in Tamil Nadu caused much irritation. But now the Sri Lankan
Tamils are living in Madras quietly without any trouble to any body. In the
colleges students are progressing well and bringing pride to their institu-
tions. In a way their lives in Tamil Nadu can be compared to the lives in
Colombo. Persons who have had links with the militants are deported im-
mediately.

But those who are living, paying due respect to the laws of the
country are able Lo live without any hindrance, This is all we can expect
from Tamil Nadu. .

It is futile 1o imagine that the mood of Tamil Nadu will revert the
situation before 1991, That sympathy and concern we are not going to have
for generations to come. There is a widespread feeling that Sri Lankan
Tamils must sort out their problem. Once we realize these harsh realitics

South Tndian election will not become a nightmare Tor us.

A L

OUR BISHOP IN MADURAI DIOCESE

The RE Revd D S Jebuanesan. Bishop in Jalfoa, CS1was the Guest ol Honou
al the Annual Children’s Rally of the Madurai-Ramnad Diocese ol the Church
ol South India. He spoke on “Rejaice in (he Lord Always.™ The Revd D
Daniel Thiagarajah brought grectings from the CCA. Hong Kong and spoke
about the chureh’s need to concentrate on ministry among the children, especially
the vietimized,

Both of them were the main speakers at a one-day retreat for the Catechists,
Missionaries and Bible women held in the OCPM campus under the patronage
of the RI. Revd Thavaraj David Eames, Bishop of Madurai-Ramnad Diocese
ol the CSI. This programme was organized by the CCA Programme Area ol
Faith, Mission and Unity in collaboration with the Department al Mission and
Evangelism of the CS1 Synod.

Fvbelay 190 ey
CONSULTATION ON “ON BEING CHURCH”

‘ The World Couneil of Churches (WCC) organized g
Consultation on “On Being Chureh in Seoul. South Korea from
231d 1o 29th October 2000. Around twenty Asian Theologians
were invited for this consultalion along with lew wcii—k:;nwu
Western Theologians, Mis, Thaya Thingarajah of our diocese
presented a paper on *On Being Church — An Asian Woman's
Perspective.” The consultation was enriched by the presence of
the Feminist Theologian Dr | clly Russel. Ms, Aruna Granthasan
ol the WCC was the main organizer of this gathering of
theologians, The proceedings of this consultation ;:1‘t:hcir1g PI'iT]lL'!Ll
by the WCC for eireulation, i

CSI Executive Committee Meeting

The Executive Committee of the CSI Synod met in Chennai from
sth to the 12th January. Our Diocese was represented by the
bishop, Revd A. Jeyakumaran and Mr A. Granathasan.
Discussions were held on “Priotities’ of the €SI, The Ri. Revd
Dr. C.L. Furtado. Bishop of Karnataka South Diocese and RL
Revid Dr. V. Devasagayam, Bishop of Madras Diocese presented
special papers for discussion, C '

This meeting coincided with the meeting with Mission Related
Organization Partners, Dr Daniel Thiagarajah of our diocese,
whais now with the Christian Conference of Asia, while bringing
greelings [rom the CCA spoke on the Programme Thrusts of the
Area on Faith, Mission and Unity,

Vellore Medical Council Meets
Mr G, Rajanayagam attended the meeting of the Vellore Medical
Council held at Vellore, Indiain the second week of Tanuary 2001
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’E: The culture imposed the ‘silence’ ,;Q.
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Awaken my lass! j&

Bﬂ aren'ta carpse %

Ye are a woman %E-

In the image af the “Divine :‘ﬁ-'
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God created us as God's agenls” .é;;»_,

Son on Mary shawed the way for us %5:'

Sophia, the spirit will sustain us {:%

n sofidarily let us move fnmmnf il

Clothe yuurseff with compassion
amﬂenﬂ'z all kinds of apprzssiorl

Work towards liberation

o change the world info a whale creation
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Awaken my lass!
Proclaim the HMJ news

Ye are the agents
Of God's Nalion.
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‘«City of Trinco’ to do
three services

The passenger services un-
dertaken by the ‘City of Trineo” will
cover at least three services a week
hetween and
Kankesanthurai, These services

Trincomalee

were suspended from October to
December last year due Lo the rainy

season.

Hartley wins Football
Tournament

Hartley College emerged as
champions at the Inter-Zonal Foot-
ball tournament organized by the
Department of Education. Theirun-
-der- 16 team beat Union College by
3-0' while the Under-18 team beat
Manipay Hindu College by 2-0.

Opposition to Beef Stall

The farmers of Uduvil have

They are in Remand
Jail

The [ourteen soldiers who
were arrested in connection with the
Mirusuvil massacre und produced
hefore A, Premasangar, the District
Magistrate, Chavakacheheri were
ordered 1o be further remanded un-
(il 5th February.

Price Fall

The price of onions dropped o
Rs.30/- per kilo gram this week.
Until recently onions were sold al
Rs. 100/- per kila,

Coconuts from South

The coconuts which were sold at
Rs. 19/~ per nul were sold at Rs. 19/
- this week following the shipment

ol coconuts [rom the South.

protested against the opening of = Plantains at Rock Bot-
beel stall at Inuvil junction. They  tom Price

have also resolved (o take necessary

measures (o close the beel stall in The farmers in Jaffna are selling

their village. plantaing at a low price since many
banana trees had fallen due to the
heavy rain and winds. Now, Kathaly
Fifty Thousand Bottles . i being sold at Rs.3/- per kilo

of Toddy
The Palmyrah and Coconut
Development

while Kappal and Itharai are being
sold at Rs. 10/~ and Rs.7/- respec-
Board of  yively, The cattle owners are buying
Pandateruppu will bottle fifty thou- pynches of unriped plantains to be
sand bottles of toddy this year. They
will start this work when the toddy

season beging in March.

used as fodder Tor cattle.

The unnamed Heroine in the Book of Exodus
Relgted Bible Passage : Exodus 2. 1-10

There are several women who played important roles in the life of
Maoses thus ook part in the ‘Exodus-Event.” The first non-violent
disobedient acl was done by the two midwives who feared God and that
they disobeyed Pharaoh in not killing the Hebrew male children at birth,
The gentile and unnamed woman. the main person in saving the life of
Moses and thus used as the instrument of God, was Pharaoh's dawahier.
Hawever her name never appeared in the Bible, i

She was a courageous woman. The story is quite simple; Bul it
provokes many questions. She was the daughter of the King who ordered
that all Hebrew baby boys be cast into the Nile when he found that his
plans were thwarted by (he two-midwives. Now, thiy Egyptian |1.I'il1L‘L"v"-
wits bold and wise enoughto show her resistance ina subtle way,

First of all, she was acurious woman. She saw the papyrus busket

n the river and wanted (o see what was inside it, The curiosity of the

waman saved the fulwre redeemer. She was u kind and COmpussionale
n A . i '

woman. As she opened the basket the child eried and she was moved with

pity. She was o waman of greal courage and determimation. She very well

knew that it was a Hebrew ehild and that it wis a boy. But, she wanted (the

eliled T TP IA o, Pl e Sl
Lo Survive, She listened (o the advice of the sister ol that elhild, and

that she gave it to Qs own mother to nurse baby. She also went o step
furtherand adopted that ¢hild, She gave the child an 15

Ly puan niime, Moses

At the Threshold of the New Year 2001

“Take time to be holy. speak olt with the Lord,
Abide in Him always and [eed on His word.
Make [tiends of God’s children, help them who are weak
Forgetting into nothing, His blessing to seek™

Long Staff

At the beginning of a New Year or a New Millennium, we hear of
many predictions. These predictions by human Astrologers are published
in our Newspapers al the beginning of each year. lor the information of the
seneral public. Sir Francis Bacon's opinion of these human predictions is
said to have been that “these predictions ought to serve. but for idle talk
during winter. by the fireside.

There is another kind of prediction about which mention is made in
the Bible, These are called Propheeies, As we read 2 Peter | — 20 we are
told “Prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit™. The Old Testament contains
hundreds ol prophecies about people. events and nations. The most
important of these prophecies is the one pertaining (o the Birth ol Christ,
the Saviour ol Mankind (Luke [ : 20-35). This has been accurately fulfilled.
As we contemplate on this prophecy of the Birth of Christ. we are also told
of His Return to Earth (Acts of the Apostles | @ 11) at a time which is not
revealed to any one-on Earth, but oply to God the Holy Father. nat even to
the Angels in Heaven. Could this event happen during the forth-coming
year? Shall we trim our lamps and be in readiness to greet Him?

When we comie to the end of @ year, we have also to enter a New
Year It is at this juncture. many of wso il not all of us, recollect our pasl
fatlures and disappointments in the year gone by, and feel sad and regret
about them, and at the same time, make lresh resolutions and determinations
to follow during the year just before us. A man of wisdom, has made the
following suggestion to us, frail human creatures to improve our life style.
as we enter each New Year.

He suggests that as we enter the last day of a year. to take a long
sheet of paper, divide into two portions, with the following Headlines. On
one portion, the Headline “Failures and Regrets™ and on the other portion,
the Headline “Resolutions & Determination for the New Year™. Sit patiently
ina quict place and find time to relax, recollect past events. as faras your
memory permits. Fill up the two portions, paying careful altention to the
second portions of “New Resolutions & Determinations™. This suggested
procedure will definitely bring about a change for the betler in one’s lite
style, if the completed from is kept sale [or periodical check up and the
believer has daily encounter with the Lord with regard to his spiritual
Progress.

We have never been this way before, so “keep youreyes on the Lord™ and
tell Him.

0 Master, let me walk with Thee

C.A. Balasingham

[In Hebrew it is Tmasha’d. which means “the one came outl of water” |, and
raised him in the Egyptian court, She prepared him for the task God had
for him in mind. She trained him in the skills. which would enable him to
conlront the oppressive struetures and [inally lead the oppressed people o
Freedom. Truly, the one drawn frony water [in a way, [romdangerof death|
now beeomes the one who draws people out of shvery and oppression,

She is also the mother of exodus, Though unnamed and a gentile.
she played the key role in the history of Hebrews: We cannot trace whal
happened to'her alter that. But surely she was an instrument by which
God's plan of sulvation was achieved for the People of God.

Questions for discussion

What is our response to the oppressive system ol the present day situation?
How do we react 1o the unjust sitwation of our own Kith and kin?

What is our attitude towards those whom we consider o be our rvals?
Is our motivation purely unselfish and other-centered?

Thaya Thiagarajah

Printed for the American Ceylon Mission, Diceesan Offce, Viddukoddal, Sri Lanka,
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