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Righteousness Exalteth A Nation But Sin is a Reproach to any pevple

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES MUST PRESSURIZE SRI LANKAN GOVERNMENT

TO STOP WAR AND RESUME PEACE TALKS

Peace and Goodwill Committee urges Dr Konrad Raiser

D?’ :

; = Signenbers of th: Peace and Goodwill Committee of Jaffma [former Citizen’s Committee | made their plea to Dr Konead Raiser. General Secrelary of the World
Conil of Chuiches [WCCT that the WEC should use iis good offices Lo pressurize the Sri Lankan Goyernment (o stop e war at ance and to begin ihe peace ilks without
any®iclad. it lgrer yited Jaffa on March 135, 2001, 1 '

This » as Dr Raiser’s first visit to Sei Lanka since he assumed
his position with the WCC some years ago. D Raiser niade this
trip after he made a histonc.visit o Bangaladesh, He was
aceompanied by Dr Clement John, Exceutive Seeretury for
Internationak A Taies of the WEC and Rewd Bbenezer Josepih. General
Seeretary of the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka. Dr
Mathews George Chunnikara, £ st Seeretary of the WCC joined
“the visites in their visits i the ather parts of Sri Lanka,

The jsitors were received at Balaly aivport by & group
headed by the Rt Revd Dr 5, Jebanesan, Bishap in Jaffia of the
Faff i Diocese of the Church ol South India, They were (hen laken -
i Jalfna for various engagements, Dr Raiser declared openanew
hlock at ST. John's College. Jalfne and visited Chundikull g
College and Nuffield Schiol for the Deal and tI1c'Bi‘}r.-I'--‘=‘-fr}': he
proceeded 1o Vaddukoddie for a special unity sepvice Meaily
oreanized by the Jaffna Christian Union and the Jaffna Diese ot
he €ST. Manvroirs fron Jal g participated at the worship wigte

Drgriser preached the good news E
e T yisitony procecded: o Jdusil Gigs (OnllCae i goe
Cliisian Thealogieal Semmary befyae they departods D Raiser

wats atble e sea it issess e damiges e win Tl causid,

Murning Star wishes 1o express s gratitude o

restored in our land with justice.

PASTORAL AID DEPT. SYNOD — EXPC-
SURE PROGRAM

Rev. & Mrs. John Selvam . Parish Priest Konavil,
Kilinochehi and Rev. & Mrs. A K. Surendran . Parish
Priest Uduppiddy svere invited by the Pastoral Aid

Department of the CSI Synod Exposure Progrim ut !

Kanniakumary. South Indid from< 17 March 2001

especially the damiczes cansed (o the ehurches and the femples.
the General Seeretary of WOC for his visitto the Nurth during these perilous times: i hepes thi the WECs
pragramime ol the Decade w Overcome Violence will give importance o our probiens and play its significant rolean the infermational arena that peace and harniony may ne

A GIFT

Twi hrothers who have heen assoctated with the
Colombo Church from its inception have gifted 39 acres
of Jand at Kilinoehehi tothe Ametican Ceylon Mission
in Vaddukoddai, They hiad worked closely with Rev.
G.M. Kanagaratnam. the first Pastorappointed to stirtd
chureh in Colombo by Rev. S. Kulandran, in May 1943,

o the then Chairman of the South India United Chureh.

Viddukoddai.

TIGERS FREE FOUR CIVILIANS

Fourcivilians of Padaviva, held prisoner for |6 months
by the LTTE, on being released, were hinded overon
Saturchiy to their respective homes by the Intermational
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), These four
Sinhalese prisoners said the release1s a token of good
fuith as the LTTE wants to cultivate the good will of
the government. The four are N.P Siriwardena (43),
N.P. Amrastnghe (453, Sudarshana Nayunakantha

¥ The Rev. PR, Navendranugoolin. the present Pas- (26) und - Piyasiri Kacgnaratna  (30).
Altogether 70 participants [rom the eight Tamil wr ol the Colomba Church, JDCST signed and reeeiyed X :
Dioceses participated in this program. The partici- the Deed of Gift recently on hehall of the Treasurer.  cQURTS COMPLEX FOR JAFFNA

pants were taken to Tamil Nadu Theological Semi-
nary Madurai . CS1Synod Centre, Chenai and ather
places of importance al Kanniakumary. Rev. G.
Devakadasham, Director PAD jointly with RL. Rev.
Dr. 0. James Srinivasan , Bishop of Trichchirapulli

arganised the Bible Study for the group.

P —  ————

[ Dovp vanfidenee and teand will ﬂ
cone theowagl self: laaoledge.

‘ Teesn o corilf Beeene Koy Cfesses Boy veepgroed

‘ e piealenesy, reifrereens if o
Hledele speree cove sbeasneg, g el evert
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alile fo veceive Ciad v yrace.

Muother Teresa.
L J

American Ceylon Mission. The Bishop Rt Rev, i, 8.
Teharesan bas sent letters of appreciation (o bath Do-

11E0°S,

Reluctant to resettle
Peaple who are allowed to resettle in Pannalai and GS
Division 228 of Tellippallai Divisiona! Secretary’s
Division are not showing enthusiasm in seltling down
though dssistance towaed rehabilitation was promised
by the Divisional Secretariat.

People who lived in these areas are now living in the
refugee camps al Navaly and Chankanai,

Jaffna College Technical Institute To

Receive Recognition
11 i believed tiat the Jaftna College Technical
(stitute at Maddukoddai anc the Aunricultural
[nstitite at Maruthananmadam will soon be upgraded.
The members of the Trustees ol Jatfna “allepe whio
vicited these institutes mide Uit suggestion. They
lave had discussions ahout this with the R{. Reve
Jultna, 4DCSI

Dr S Jehanesan, Bishop in

Preliminary artangements are ufoot Lo constiucta couit
complex in corporations the cultural values of Tamils
i the Jaffa district. Arrangements have been male Lo
send a high level tearm to Jaffna at the end of this month
1o linalize the groundwaork, according to.reports from
Jaltna,

HIGH LEVEL OF WAR RELATED SUICIDES
AND MENTAL ILLNESS IN SRI LANKA
Reports in March cluitn high levels of war-related
suicide and mental illnessin St L'.uikﬂ. Also, on March
14 TamilNel reports over 75% of it wernally displaced
children under five years ald i conflict zones i the
porth eastern pravince sutler fran malnutrition, The
majority of mothers among the displaced in these
regions suffer malnutrition during pregnancy & alter
childbirth, The World Food Program (WEP) has
formulated o plan o fand the Participatory Nutrition
Intervertion Program (PNIP) ol UNICEF iviesponse,
ACFOA- SR LANKA PEACE PROJECT

[Courtesy: Axia Humn Rights ForamfRenor|
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!EDITORfAL

PAYING BACK ONE’S OWN DUE

it was not devolution norsharig of power thut the Tamils in the Novth and
Last sought. They only sought the restoration of theie eivhes which fid been
suctteched ey from them, ™ These were the words of Justice GV Wieneswaran
i iy eevemontal addresy as the neyve Suprenie Court duded at the corenonial
sittong held at the Superior Conet Complex on March 7, 2001

At time when sl iy bearg discussed about 'Peace. the words of
Justice Wegneswaran cchoes the sentinenty of the Tamil commmning, He lias,
i otherwords, given the te definition of fustive. Avistorle defined “Jistice”
as “paving back one’s own due.” The Biblical widerstanding of zedek o
sedekaly, the word that denotey justice is also similar:. e other wordy, i iy
“wiving back or “returing " that whicl legitimately due to the othes ™

Peaple ase looking forvand to the seitling down af evenis i S Lanka
S the beterment of the Tamil community. I the dast issue, | commented on
the launch of o new Decade by the World Council of Chitrehes, “Decade 1o
Overcome Vialtence.™ 1 did mention thar cultivating the enlture of peace (s
vital 1o avercame vielence, How can thiy cultire be cultivated? Peace is nor
the absence ofwar It is. rather, establishient of justice. Bible savs, “Jiustice
and Peace shall kiss el other ™ Justice is a prevequisite for the establishmen
of justree. To put i the ather way, rectiffeation af infustive i peace, What
Justice Wigneswearan has said is of periinence in today's cantext, These wotdy
af wisdom have come from none other than a Supreme Conrt Judee in Sri
Lanbur.

Justice Wigneswaran swid, My stint as ¢ judicial officer i the

Northern and Easiern Provinees enbielitened me ax 1o the feelings aind

_-,wu'mmm.\' of 1l vast paority of the denigens of those two provinees. 41 s noi
develutionr uar shavine of powers thoy sech, Bliey \‘{'r‘.{ the restorativm of their
ceghis. Raghey swhich were sputehed from them by vivise of mathematical
wnavation where the majory. in twa provinees weee added 1o the meforiyof
seven provincesend s made o te minoreity in nine prenvinees: This was
souglt to be corsected when laws pertaining o the weasonable use of Tail

“Were formmtated in 1958 and [966. Bur even these were given up withont
artdersiending the inplications invalved. " Some further extracts from Justice
Wigneswaran s speech may be wortl quoting in this coltm,

“Singaporve and Cexvlon in the old days had the same problen, One
canntey decided to give equal recognition toall forr languages rieht from the
hegimping and that countrey flowers ad flourishes. The ather forced one
language in preference to the others on all and that COUMTEY 1§ i precarions
political tarmetl, While such temotl goes avound in this conniry, Glabalization
goes on and Mather Earth ts becommg g smaller place 1o {ive an, with
technological aevanves ensnring instant correspondence, itermingling of races
and wdorsing af international tangues for easy compiaication.

Mr: Attaimiey ad My, Gunaratne, Lt confess that { have had a hackgrownd
anel conditionims, witich makes me trafy Sei Lonkan, My parents hailed fromn
the Nerthern and Eastern Provinees. Dwas boen heve in Hulfsdorp in the Western
Provaice, My earlv education before joinie Roval Primary School was i the
North Westen and Novth Central Provinees. My father had worked o an offiver
of the Govermment inter alia in the Central Provinee and Soutlern Provinee
where [hid oveasion fecinngle with r.l'w;Jr'njr:ff'q,f'h’rn.wm':':f\'. I frve worked
ay a Judieial Offtcer in the Uva Provinee and [ eonnt the friendship of many
Srom the Sabaragamva Provinee, §feel everyinch a native of this countey /
Tretve ehwearys fedt prond i foretgn forumns to be recognized as a pecsen hailing
fiantheis lessed Tsfe. AT three fingnages spoken by the denizeny of tis comry
iive moneeisTedl e, [ lave Been naeteved notonly oo one b also inoall fonr
metfor veligioms of this cotmey leving started comparative sty of refiviong
[ an eerly g §am one af the few seill fiving among Hose sl ovganized
frenn the then Congress of Reficions fin 1963 ar thereabouts the visit of the
then Malanayake Thera of the Mabwatie Clapter to Jaffne. It was a relative
of my mather, Sir Popmampalan Romanathas, whe risked fis fifeto teavel to
England o place the case of the Sindiada Buddhises bofore the Queen i the
carly partof the fase ooy, Thanks te the edication Ehad ar myMima Mated
[ rave never folt second to any biaan being in this countey despite the
disaliiliticy docveced aneney conmanios thagh [have respeeted wid do respect
ittt bty tlie s lumeity el the sguee indveeiedity af every e
buitva. L dder respect thenr tedeits and capebifitioy Somtines diffese o mie,

Serlated in 1958 and 1966, But even these were given up withent undersicreding

~amdwavs of life within the special topagraphical ad elimatic environment shoded

Frespect e divinity e overveme of them Lening Kinenexs canmor e d e
coneept. Hies io-be e ving reality. Oftor teday se i the oo feir the ey
When e wa elogreently abeot e T fins of the Grat Masters i flm-'.\'me'ﬂ:r’rw
lerngtecnge forgetting the spivicaf thei Teachings and fuiting o inbibe thew m nrrlr
Hives, Chlenwise lion do e ot ottt for the eclion ol e dvimys of Iatred from
the: portafs of Love and Religion -

MY stintay o Keicial Officer in e Northan and Eastern Provinees
during the turbident period fom 1979 (0 1986 enltghtenedme ay to the foelings
ettiel asprrations of the vy itetieni af the desizens of those e Prm'm-r'v.\‘_ Iflf.s'
notdevolution nor shearing af powers they seek, They seck the Restorition af their
Rigls, Rights which were Siatehed fraum thewr by virtie of u :nn.fhr'mlu.rr'r':.ri'
e atien Whese the mafority in o provinces were added o the ity in
seven provinees and thus made into the minority in nine provinees, This was
Soghit o be corrected when luws pertainin gl the Reasomalte Use af Tamil were

the implicationy invelved,

Haveatvavsreferred toan incident that wsed 1o happen when we were
mitrble playing youngsters in sehool, Sonte of our seniors whe were s Prefecty
would powtee wpon wy suddendy-and illegally confiscate all o marbles in order
that they would themselvey pley with the. When we protested they would keep
0% of the marbles and offer us 10% and thereafter progressively merease it o
about 209 forgetting that aff the marbles were owes and the senters i o vight
(o confiscate i the fivst fnstance, The najority of thase i the Novthern and
Easteri Provinees were abways Tl speaking teatil Independence and their
Langtge, Religions, Ciltiere and Custons - wainly fshanre, Chistian and Wi,

digsve been allowed to blossom and flawrish without interference after ldepedence,
Serto thre spev el culeere and veenyof Tife thar-had grovie g in cerain wﬂf' ’
Central Province. These were not done and we face the conseget helerv,

Levent thonwh ven Mo Attoraey o Earetoday e véspectice oneied
positions we cannot forges that twosperroves would not make o s In fuct
there were many more sparraws in hieh positions die 1o thetr mtemsic worth m
almost every field diing the middle of the Jast centery, Bt we are today
progressivelvdepleting in nembers fn this part of the Island and like the Bupehers
we toawould soom be hardly heard of in Judicial, Legal or Governmental Sevvive
ar eveggihe Privaie Sector i is o sad refleciion ry"rmr?ﬁ%v thet after me there
had not beewa single Tamil speaking Presideat of the Law Students Union ufter
1962 at the Svi Lanka Law College.

Tty becanse I love this country and all its peaple including those who
Tette e forwhat Lam, that Lrede this apportanioy to sav-pat formy sake, not for
the sake of the Tamil people but for the sake of cordial velutionship among all
commities in this dstand af ours, for good governance and a progressive fitare,
that wnless we recoenize that the Tannl Lanenage and fes codtire are to the Tantily
what the Sintiela Langnage and caltire ave to the Sinhalese and thecefore make
Tamil the dominant language of the Northern aind Eastern Provinces requiring
the sty of it compulsory for all in those two Provinces just as Simhalese i
recopiized as the dominant language of the other seven pravinces, with English
ay the link langnage between equaly, the wiong done by the enthroning of one
Langtewe inn 1956 could never be erased; the havoe created by the delerion of
Article 29(2) of the 1947 Constitution and the doctrine of wltra vives from
subsequent Constitutions could pever be put vights the feelings of the Tamils
wottnded intey alia by the 1938, 1977 and 1983 viots canitar ever be assuaged.
Whether the Tamil Langieage iy spoken and preseved in other countries iy
irretevant, The Se Lankan Tty need wo develop thei langiage and eudtire
peculiar to themselves i thedemother oy, The stegile and impotent cosmetic
PIOVES Ty row agipearing ot Comstitution has litle meaing o the Tamil
speatking peaple of e Northern and Eqstern Provinges, They iweed to govern
themyetves i thedronm Language with the feleamterference fron ot side,

An Ovivinal Cosrt dudge cammot wnder the present system of nemiiation
to the Higher Judiciar ever hope to oceapy the lughest office in the Judiciary
except due to the condeseending diseretion of the Exéeutives Thevafore Lmust
feel that the aome of my career e arrived toda, that L eanor aspice foranything
sttere but ondy fade covia with tme mto ollivion,

Lieverthiless thomk both of e foraaking this @ memerable eveat for
e thahoatl mey welt-wishees who found tine to be present feve todéay:

My all beings be feppn Moo Divinits deseend apan thetre Hearis!
Wirll el Jiestic e Wigiteswenrein!
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T MORNING STAR
«MR. V.N. AIVATHURAI - By Bishop S.J.
G I “Eyen al this age he Bishop’s
i handwriting is excellent”™ remarked
a University Lecturera few months
hack, 1 said, Towe my handwriting
to Mr. VN, Aiyathurai who taught
me Tamil when | was a high school
student at Drieberg College
Chavakachcheri.

VNA was famous [or his tran-
seription exercises,  Every day we
have to write four lines in an exereise
hook and keep it. He will call stu-
- dents at random to see whether we
lave written those four lines that particular day. This too he would do after giving us
Lwritien work like essay writing, translation of precis writing. By writing {our lines
clearly every duay my handwriting improved. Tremember vividly the comment he
wrote one day in my transeription exercise book — “*You are making unnccessary
curves in the formation of lines, Write without making these curves™. This he wrote
in English.

Mr. V.N, Aiyathurai’s 20th Death Anniversary falls on the 3rd of April 2001,
VNA belongs to the band of old teachers of Jaflna whose main Lraits were perseyer-
ance. dedication, discipline and simplicity. He started life as a trained teacher. By
dint of honest perseverance he passed the Inter Arts Examination of the University
of London and ther the B.A Degree Examination of that University. Herose tothe
position of Deputy Principal and retired at the age of 55 because of the regulation
brought by the then government asking all persons to retire who hud reached the age
of 33.

He was a very hatdworking man, raising his family with utmost care. He had
his own car and hrought his family and other children to Dricberg College from -
Madduvil every day. He was a Tamil Teacher of par excellence. He was well
versed in Tamil Literature and inspired us 1o drink more and more in fhe feetir of

Tamilepigyd modern poems

He will not waste a mimute when he goes t the class, L @ Kamapammayana
cliss. he will keep on explaining the verses till the end of the period. ITitis anessay
wriling elass, he will correct each and every exercise book. If students mishehave,
he will get down the cane from the office, That order iself will make every one
<hiver. When the Manitor brings the cane solemnly to class he will remove his
wiistlet from his wrist, keep it on the table and give 6.cuts ar 3 cuts according to the
gravjty of the mischief. 3 : =

2

e was o Tamil Tee her, but the students fer - him mdre than the % 1cipal
or the Vice-Principal. He was able to command the respect of his fellow teachers
and the students.

Mr. Aiyathurai’s Tamil scholarship was natural, 1t was the fruition of genera-
tions of Tamil study. We used to listen to his assembly talks and sermons with much
interest. There will be pin drop silence when Mr. Ajyathurai speaks, because there
will be anecdotes from Tamil Literature, Even in his sermons Tamil Literature will
be his main source of illustrations.

Mr. Ajyathurai was a disciplinarian and he wanted his children also to be
disciplined like him. Fortunately he had a wife who was deeply religious and perse-
vering like him,

LHis life was a lesson toall that any man can come up by perseverance and hard
work.

He put up 4 house at Church Lane Chavakacheheri and moved to
C‘_‘hu\fukuclmlwrl from Madduvil and spent most part of his life at Chavakacheheri
1ill his death in 1981. j

Much hus happencd during the past 20 years, Familiar landmarks completely
destroyed. I

All the leaders of Chavakacheheri have now gone beyond the veil. Butany
man IWhn fived at Chuvakachcheri before the ethic riots and migration c:i'purmll-s
WIIH feel sorry for the present state of the town. 1t consisted of a Christian Commu-
nity living around Drieberg College and the €81 Church, The members were united
'.mld lived like the church of the New Testamenl times, As we advance i age we
think of the pleasant days we had at Dricberg, the paddy fields, Sunday nuTmin"
worship. Sunday Schools, Railway Station and the market, We also think of the
scholars and teachers who instilled hope in life and desire for learming

Mr. VN. Adyathurai is one of the fine products of Chavakacheheri: His st
dents learned to he disciplined, perseyering und religious,

I lyawe » . f ‘ : ?
We h\ll\L. to be thunkful o God fora life such as that of Mr, VAN, Aiyathurar, 1t
s been said, ;
(.um:.l lluilc!l'ul's donot die, they continue to live in the hearts of their students™
Mr VN, Alyathueai contines o live in the hearts of his students

SHORTAGE OF PROFESSORS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA

- Vice-Chancellor at the Felicitation Function -

WThere are ol least 25 vacancies to be [illed in the Faculties of Asts, Science and
Medicine at the University of Jaffna, In this situation, we do not want to lose yet
another Professor,” suid Professor P, Balasundarampillai. the Vice-Chancellor of
the University of Jalfna at the occasion ol felicitation for the services rendered by
Professor VK. Ganeshalingham.

He further said that Professor Ganeshalingham who has heen working as the welfare
Authority of the University of Jaffna Old Students Assaciation for the lastone year
was making arrangement (o look after the henefits and welfare of ten thousand
graduates who have graduated from the University of Juffna

“Qince his service is very much needed to all of us, we have decided to extend his
period of service by one more year beyond April this year. Prof, Ganeshalingham,
who associated himself with the uni versity — as a student, lecturer, professor, dean.
acting vice-chancellor—is worthy to be honoured,” the V.C further added.

Professor R, Kumaravadivel, the Dean of the Faculty of Science, in his speech said,
“prof. Ganeshalingham has worked tirelessly for the improvement of Science
Education even outside the university, He had helped the schools to grow in the
knowledge of seience by way of organizing science exhibition during his tenure as
secretary and lateras the president of the Science Association

He worked for the betterment of the society through his association with the Lions
Club. Red Cross Society and Non-Governmental Organizat ions. He, while stressing
upon his firm opinion always respected the opinions expressed by others. Even
though his family has migrated to London 10 years ago. he continues o work for the
student society in Jaffna”

There were many speakers at the function including Dr. S. Sivapalan of Department
of Chemistry: ;

-

* 2O YOU KNOW HIM

Fle was horn inan obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He s up

in still anather village. where He worked in a carpenter shop 1+ He was thirty
Then for three years He was an itinerant preacher. Henever wrote haok. He 2% cr‘
held an office. He never had a family orowned ahouse. Hedidn't goto colicge, He

never visited a big city.

He never traveled more than two hundred miles from the place where He was

born. He did none of the things one usually associates with greatness. He had no
credentials but Himself, He was only thirty-three when the tide of public opinion
turned against him, His friends ran away.

He was turned over to His enemies and went through the mockery of a trial,
He was nailed toa cross between two thieves. While he was dying. His executioners
gumbled for His clothing, the only property He had on earth. After He died. He was
faid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.

Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and today He is the central figure of

the human race and the leader of mankind’s progress. All the armies that ever marched.

all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliuments that ever sat, all the kings that

every reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man on this earth as much as
that one solitary life.

ONE SOLITARY LIFE
CBS

~
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