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. RECIPROCATE THE UNILATERAL CEASE-FIRE AND

END THE ECONOMIC EMBARGO”

— Tamil Expatriates Urge

Liis reported that around 10,000 Tamil expatriates rallied outside the United Nations building

in Geneva and called for international pressure on Sri Lanka to go for negotiations with the LTTE

and 10 bring to an end the economic embargo. They urged that this would be the appropriate way to

reciprocate the unilateral cease-fire repeatedly announced by the LTTE. This would enuble the

Norway facilitated talks. the protesters said.

This rally coincided with the oceasion of the 57th Session of the UN Commission on Human

‘Rights.

OPENING OF THANTHAI CHELVA
SQUARE IN JAFFNA TOWN

Thanthai Chelva [SIV] Square was declared open to
mark the 103rd birth anniversary of SIV on the 31st
March 2001, Auorney N, Raviraj, Mayar of Jaffia
will formally declare open the square at 10.00 wm,

The Members of Parliament from the Jaffna District
Messrs V. Anandasangary. Mavai Senathirajah, and
S. Sivamaharaja were among those who particpated
in the function. The areas comprising of the site of
SIV  monument. Vembadi Girls” College. Jultna
Clsrmmblamdder o Subvansniam Packe Jallng Pubtic
Libravy. Thusmvappah Stadin and Pannar ar

declared as Thanthar Chelva Square.

Prizes were awarded 10 the winners in the literatuare

contest oreanized in connection with the celebration,
. i

T1ANTHAI CHELVA

‘IEMORIAL SERVICE

)

:'. Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving was
held at St. John's Church, Chundikuli to mark the
103rd birth
anniversary on March 31, 2001 at 4.00 p.m.

accasion of Thanthai Chelva’s

The message for the day was given by the Revd Fr.
AL B®nard. Recotor of Sty. Pitrick’s College, Mr
S.R. Jesupalan of Tellippulai Church and u
longstanding associate of Thanthai Chelva gave the
Vote of Thanks.

G.C.E. O/L RESULTS

The re sults of the G.C.E. (/L. Examinations held in
December 2000 were released on 31-03-2001. The
students of Jallna College Tared well. Two students
gol 10 distinctions while two others got nine

distinetions and three obtained eight distinctions.

LEVI SPAULDING

HOME FARES WELL

The following students of the Levi Spaulding Boys'
Home secured good resulis at the recently held O/L
examinations:

Ratnam Rajeevanan [0 28
Rasiyi Anurasi 1, 7C
Sivarajasimgam Jeevanarajah - D, 70, 8
Rajaratnam Ragarubin 375

NO DECISION IN THE SELECTION
OF THE BISHOP OF COLOMBO

The results of the bishop's election for the Diocese of

Colombo did not bring forth the |‘cql.|ired I third
mijority for any of the candidates m abGar rounds,
Three names were propased to the panel and finally
the last three rounds of election were held between
Revds Duleep Chickera and Diforaj Canagasaba
respectively. The Archbishop of Canterbury has been
entrusted with the pronouncement of bishopric forthe
Diocese of Colombo | Anglican Chureh|. Readers will
know that the tenure of Bishop Kenneth Fernando as

Bishop af Colombo s ended

BIGMATCHES OF THE NORTH

The Battle ul the Naorth hetween Jaftng Central
College and St John's College ended in @ draw on
the 24th March while St Patrick’s College. Jalfna
heat Jaffng College, Vaddukoddai by an innings in
the Battle of Golds. A.R. Churchil scored a record
155 runs for the winners of the Battle of Golds.

Religious Service at Kachchativu

Alter a lapse of 20 years religious services were
conducted at St. Antony’s Church at Kachchativu,
A group of 100} persons including two nuns and four
priests conducted the Holy Mass on March 25, 2001
Pulavar Arianayagam, the Church Administrator,
accompanied them, They were taken by two boats

o Kachchativu,

Palmyrah Products Exhibition in
Colombo

The Palmyrah Development Board has arranged [or
an exhibition ol palmyrah products in Colombao. It
is hoped that such an exhibition would encourage
the producers find market oversees as well, Producers
from all over Sri Lanka including those from the
North and the East will participate in this exhibition.

PASSENGER FLIGHTS TO
JAFFNA INCREASED

There will be three flights every day to Palaly
from Colombo, The carlier two lights have been

increased (o three because of the demand For it

BLESSED WITH A BABY BOY

We e pleased tarecord the bicth ol son to Mr, anl
Mes. Amalathas. Ns: Jeevinsanthing Amaliathas s
the eldest daughier of the Revd AN Tesuathasan ol
Inuvil Chureh

RANIL TO VISIT NORWAY AMID
PEACE MOVES '

Che main opposition leader Ranil Wickremesinghe
15 SEL L0 VIsiE Norway anid moves by Oslo lo braker
peace between the LTTE and the Governmet of S
Lanka. Mr.Wickremasinghe wis dus (o |eave next
weeh at the invitation of the Norwegian Government,
official sources said. It was not immediately ¢lear if
his visilt was direetly linked to Norway's attempts to
bring the LTTE and the government to the peace
negotiating table,

NEW VICE PRINCIPAL FOR
ST.JOHN’S COLLEGE

The Revd NI Gnanaponrajuh has been appainted
as one of the Viee-Principals of St. John's College.
Juffna as from Ist February 2001, Revd
Gnanponragah, an old boy of St John's College holds
a B.A. General Degree and a PostGraduate Diploma
in Religious Education from Selly Oak College,
Birmingham, Subsequently he completed a
posteraduate Diploma in Edueational Management
al Uhe National Tnstitute of Hdueation. Maharagama.

Shelling on the coastal area of
Jaffna Lagoon
Adter o Tong Lapse Jaltua Town area vibrated b

+ o - .
the rumbling sound of shelling m the carly how ~ of

2181 Bebruary. The seeurity Torees sent para-lights
from Gurunagar and Pasaiyoor areas il 5 o' clock
i the mornmg and were shelling and firing towards
the coastal area of the Jaltha Lagoon.

The Fishermen who went to the jetty to seek
permission were not allowed to go fishing.

Danger of increse in TB Patients
in the Jaffna Peninsula

The statistics given by the Health Department
authorities show an merease in the number of TB
patients i the Jaffna Penmsula
refugee camp life. and excess use of liquor are
attributed for this increase. Children and the elderly
are the most affected. 1t is said that between 1997
and 2000 there was an increase ol 42 patients to make
the total of patients to 215, The number may increase
in the year 2001 the authorities forewarned.

s ™

Meditation

It is very tmportant for s

to vealize that love, to be trize,
bas to buvt. Tiust be willing to
aive whatever it takes not to bavim
ather peaple and, in fivet, to do
good to them. This vequives that

1 be willing to give until it burts,
Otherwise theve is no trie love

i me qud I bring injustice,

ot Pr.'-‘l'.l"l". fi f{}f).&'f.’ ﬂP'l’H”-‘n' e,

Mother Teresa,

Displacement,
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M. JEVASEELAN

We e sormy o reeard the death of Mr M, Jeyuseelan, son af the Lae Mr. and
Mies. V.S, Nilllillcllluurll of Alaveddy and son-in=law of the fate Dr, Austin and
Mis, Breakenridge of Chundiluli, in Zambia an February 19, 20001 Mr Jeyaseelan
was working as aconsultant at the time of s death, He was an old bay ol JafTna

College. .

A service (0 coificide with the funeral service in Zambia wis conducted by the
Revd A S, Thevagunananthan assisted by the Revd EJK Clunaseelan in his brothers
house at Uduvil on the 24th Febroary at 10,00 am. Mrs, G. Manoharan while
puying a fribute made special reference to the part plaved by the Mutticumary
family in the life of Alaveddy Church prior to 1960,

M, Jeyaselan leaves behind his wilie. twa sons, his ailing mother, and a host of

relatives and friends to bemoan his death,
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A.D. Manuel

Lost in the decp ocean

Lost in the dusty sand

Lost tn the foreign land
Lost in ‘o man’s land’
Lost in the exodus

Lost in the containers

Lost in the dark jungles
Lost to the shaclles

Lost tn the busy stveets
Lost without proper ‘fecd’
Lost under detention

Lost with owt attention

Lost in action ¥
i Lost tn the fidction

Lost ave my kindved

Lost since the war bindled

Lustent to my word my dear comvade
Lest your spivit gets depressed

Lost souls ave the lost seeds

Lost ta give life indeed.

| Thaya JJ
P 9 g

AT AR e AT

- i P - w
Ll Gemran J,f,;f,,,,,ﬂ-b_.“w, AL -:ﬂ]m &

[ AR T T

s 1 L 3 llTa} . . .
WO SN 5N e Bk, SDihERaINETH

R L e T T e

o A rantit e dollsamst o) o flamsou i IRAs "1 el

araitt el S an fnm. s@ign mnus

ST Wit g a4, B st Saih

BromankGhit < GLtMwr ot S Eiemasn o alipn [Asmmayimgi.

L



PR MORNING STAR

| EDITORIAL
THE WOUNDED HEALER

Onee again we have entered into the tal end of the Lenten Scason, the
Passion Week that will be followed by the Floly Week. This is an opportune
time for all of us to concentrate our thinking and set our minds to walk
along with Jesus, the Chrrst

Evangelist Luke says, "As days drew near for Jesus to be taken up. he set
his face to go towards derusalem™ [ 105 1] The call to diseipleship and the
call to participate in God's mission come in this cantest, Internulizing the
mind of the One who set his Face towards Jerusalem is essential to find
intemal soliee, The One who blized the il is the One who enahles us o
face all the trials and temptations in this world that is full ol envy, dissension
and hatredness.

Looking at the different wiys human beings respond (o the sulferings and
hardships ol this world, at least three kinds of people may come to out
mind. There s a aroup of people who always try to hide themselves when
they feel discouraged of the wounds of the world. They hide behind
something and think that those who give them troubles or those who hurt
them will disappear, This attitude is none other than a sense of false
satisfaction they create in themselves.

Another group of people when faced with such wounds docs often get angry
with others whom they feel are responsible for their state. They feel that
their hurt feelings and dissatisfactions can be overcome by transferring
those on others. Some even go o the extent of cultivating the spirit of
vengeance and rivalry.

However. there is yet another group of peoplewho take an entirely different
approach. They. when facing discouragement and disappomtments, look
Jong and hard at the CROSS. They feel that the Cross is the source of their
strength. The strength they get by looking at the cross 15 something (hal

makes them go into the same world where they got hurt to begin their life
anew. These people are none other than the wounded healers,
Follawing Christ does not give the assurance that our fife 1s trouhle-free.

Rather. it gives ts the strength 1o fice the challenges o o han life: The
(e whin was Cr

Afied Tor all of ws gives this strength The cross budane

asymbol of hope because Chinst was crugified for the sake of hunmanmy

Paul. the one wh tried to go about in his own strength, started preaching,
ahout the Christ crucified the mament be felt that the life giving strengthol
the crueified One on hehall of humanity

areater than the s strength
He was also made to realize that this strength was far ahove human

understanding.

In 2 Corinthians 12. 8-10, Paul says. Three times | appealed fo the Lord
about this, that it would leave me, but he said tome, "My grace is sufficient
for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, T will boast all the
more gladly of my weakness, so thal the power of Christ may dwell in me.
Therefore. | am content with weakness. insults, hardships. persecutions.
and calamities for the sake of Christ: for whenever I am weak. then Iim
strong.” We do not worship a building or a congregation. Rather, we
worship a Saviour, the One who bore the sins of the world for the sake of
redemption of the entire humanity. When Jesus was hanging on the cross,
those at the foot af it continued 1o ridicule to the point of saying thal he
hould come dawn from the eross in order o proye his divinity ar divine
sonship. As Paul Tillich put this succinetly, God is all powerful because
Gad can let Godself (o be absolutely powetless.” Our strength depends on
this.

“The author of the Book of Hebrews said. It was [itting that God, for wham
and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory,
should make the pioneer of salvation perfect through suffering” [2.10].
Our Lord suffered for the sake of our own suffering. He showed compussion
on those who looked like sheep without a shepherd. He suffered with those
wha suffered. Therefore when we suffer, ours is not a lonely one. Christ
himself suffers with us. And in this we get the assurance that we will ulso
partake in his glory.

Christ wits wounded for us and we are healed by the stripes of his wounds.
In the midst of his hurt, Christ was able to forgive those who were responsible
for his erucifixion. In the midst of agony and grief he was able o grant
new life to those who bent on doing away with him. This is the message
given to us by the Crucified Christ that we too should become “wounded
healers,”! 1t was Dictriech Bonhoeffer who said, When Christ passes by o
person, he bids him {sic.| “come and die forme”.”

Truly. itis in living a life worthy ol the message of the erass of Christ, we
do really live, Let us continue to ask the Laird 1o grant us the true wisdom
to discern this spirit of the crugified Christ, This spirit will make l!‘i.li\'l: ian
exemplary life in this world that is so full of envy. strife, competition and
hatredness, The “Wounded Healer” will certainly grant ws the courage and

power (o be the wounded healers in this world.

Uiy 6" April

Bible Study

The Image of the Good Shepherd in the Fourth Gospel
by Drnel s, Thingaragah P

Faliny TR0 T8

Fhe question about Jesus identily is ane of the dominant themes in the Fourth
Cibsnali il . \
tospel. Those who beleyed in Jesus and confessed his identity were constantly
|‘\.Ii”.‘.| expe : 3 i - A "4 A it i : 2 b i
i | i [led h.“m e synagogue, Many have heen guite content with being
secrel helievers: for the fear of expulsionund the sufferimg that brought for them
Huowever, Jesus went on revealing his identity 1o the people.

e AN sy imi i )
The T AM' siyings (ege eimi) in the Fourth Gospel do portary the wentity of
Jesus, Seven of these, which dooccur with predicate nomimative., can he classitied

under the speeilic entegory. They ared

il | the Bread of Life (6:35.51)

i) Fam the Light of the World (8:12: 9:5)

i) 1 am the Gate (10;7,9)

iv) Lam the good Shepherd (10:11,14)

W} Fam the Resurrection and the Life( 11:25)
Vi) I am the Way. the Truth and the Life (14:6)
Vil 1 am the True Vine (15:1)

The predicate is not an essential definition/description of Jesus himself. 1tis, in
fuct, more a deseription of what he is in relation to human beings. Jesus 15 the
souree of eternal Lilet'life!; resurrection’ and "Vine'y and is the means through
whom men and women find life (' gate’ and "Way'). He, as a shepherd, leads hum;m
beings Lo life and as the truth reveals the truth (o them. the triath that nourishes
their lifie. Analysis of the fourth of these ego eimi sayings will reveal that for
John's Gospel. the Shepherd-Gaod who is the great T Am' now is present and
aetive in Jesus as "The Good Shepherd', T am (he Good Shepherd® is part of the
larger concern for Jesus' identity as the Messiah. the Son of Man and the Son of
God who brings life! Actually. as mentioned. all these seven 'T AM' sayingsre
connected to the concept of life in the Fourth Gaspel. Af least four important
assertions conld be made about the portrayal of the Good Shepherd in the Fourith
Cinspel.

First of all, A Good Shepherd lays down his life.

Right from the heginning the image ol the Good Shepherd mvolves the cross
When Jesus s

s that he 1s the Good Shepherd (10211 he speales about the lay ne
dawn of life for the sheep. Being a shepherd entails a constant living for one's
awn sheep. The word used here For life is mortal existence (psuche). But, in
10:10 when Jesus siays that he has come that they may have life and have 1t
abundantly, the word used there for life is a different word, zoe. Therefore. the
cmphasis is clear. The Good Shepherd lays down his mortal existence, psuche,
for the sake of affirming life. zoe. in its fullness to the humanity. The shepherd-
status of Jesus, the Good Shepherd makes itsell manifest in the s rifice of his
lifetpsuche), so thal he may make his sheep the gift of true life (zoe).

Al the same time, for John. the laying down language is not limited to Jesus alone.
I oceurs also for those whose lives are rooted in his!

This is my Commandument, that you love ote another as I have loved you.
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's live finr one's fiiends,
(Jobn 15:12-13)

The sheep that ‘sees’ such laying down in their shepherd will Tollow him in laying
down their lives in love for one another! ‘secing"in Fourth Gospel is internalizing
the spiritaf the Good Shepherd. Seeing means adaptation. It means obedience,

Secondly, The Good Shepherd knows his sheep and is
known by them. : e

The other characteristic of the Good Shepherd is that he knows the value/worth/
importance of his sheep. This is the meaning of his knowing his sheep, Asa result
of this knowing', the sheep understands the suerilicial nature of their shepherd.
Therefore, the relationship with Jesus, the Good Shepherd is a highly personal
two-way knowing! [Uis of Pertinenee o fote that in John's Gaspel. this 'knowing'

is related (o the abiding’ language,
Thirdly, The Good Shepherd has A LARGER SINGLE FLOCK.

When analyzing the buckground of the Fourth Gospel, one is able to knaw that
the st [ollowers were Jews and they were not open to the Gentiles, Be:wides.
there were other groups that were excluded by the Jews. "l'hcr.:i'nm:. the H_mrl_h
Gospel chullenges the comimunity to haye or internalize a larger version, \,Vh].".h I8
inclusive in nature and in which the currentlold will include others whowill Ifslun
(o Jesus' voice and linally there will he ONE FLOCK AND ONE SHEPI [ERD
el 1WhIn), .

The tisk of the Good Shepherd reveals the idea ol unity ina witiurpursiu.“clw.c. It
is not unity for the sake of unity! Rather. it is unity inabroadersense. A tlmumluftl
dible witness to God's love in
s also the
| 2432}

and unloving community hardly can e aere !
Jesus! The one who lays down fis life on e cross 1s at the same b
ane wha i lifed up from the carth (o draw all people w himself! ({ &

(Cont'd on Page 4)
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Sri Lankan Navy denies rape allegations

The Se Lantkan mavy his denied allegatons that il offwers were mvalved in
ottty ssaniltmg twioswomen arrested in the northern M Istand lustmonth,
T w“um-n_ who appeared belore u Mannar court eurlier wday. told the judge
that they were abducted. sexually abused and raped by a groupol nuvy personnel
and pnlicc, A statement front navy headquarters said the allegations were L‘.I1|I.1I't‘|}r'
false, Reports from Mannarsay a special police investigatar, who was appointied
(o look into the allegations, has been replaced by a team from the criminal
investization department from Colombos their report is due in May. From the

newsroom ol the BBC World Service

Visit of Synod Officers

The Rev, Thevakadatchum (PAD). Rev & Mrs. Prasada Rao (Christiin
Education ). Rey & Mes. Vinoth Vietor (Youth Ministey ), and Mr. & My, Arther
Abralam of the Church of South India Synod will be visiting the CSI Chureh
Coloniho fram the 9th ta the 16th of April 2001, They will be conducting semimars
and workshops for the Sunday school teachers. the pastors and the youths of our
chureh: Invitation has been also extended o the other denominations,

Missionary from Global Ministries
The Global Ministries (UCBWM) have assigned Miss Grace Bunker, daughter
of Rev.Dr. Sydney and Mrs.Ruth Bunker to serye as the missionary in Jaffna.

She is expected to start her ministry alter June this year.

COLONELS BRIAN AND TERESA TUCK

Colonels Brian and Teresa Tuck, the new Territorial Leaders of the
Salvation Army. Sti Lanka Territory will be installed at a special service
of installation on Saturday, April 21. 2001 at 10,00 a.m. in the Colombao
Central Hall, While Colonel Brian takes over the position of the Territorial
Conmmander, his wile Colonel Teresa will assume responsibilities as the
Territorial President ol the Women’'s Organizations.

Both Brian and Teresa entered the Salvation Army Treanimg Collese
South Afvica in February 1968 from Kensington Corps i Port Flizabeth.
Bonh hive rich Salvation Somy Fackaroumds  Bean. as founth-generation

Saliwvationistand Teresa lav e heen borm im Venda ol s fonaesy parents

Colonel (1) Brian Tuck has gained a reputation as a lnescholar thal he
was appointed as prineipal to the Officers Training College. Among other
academic achievement, he was awarded a cum lawde For his Master's
thesis on the history of the Salvation Army in Soulh Adrica, His doctorate
focussed on the Holiness Movement in South Africa. He is the author of
several booklets and pamiphlets of historical and theological interest,

Colonel Teresa Tuck is a “People’s-person”™ and despite having her own
appointment as Literary Seeretary in addition 1o assisting her hushand in
editorial and educational work, she engaged in a demanding ministry
among the “street kids™ of Johanneshurg,

The Tueks have four children and seven grandchildren. Three children
live in various parts of South Africa and their son is serving in the USA.
The Morning Star wishes Colonels Brian and Teresa Tuck all God's
blessings as they enter into this new appointment to minister among people
ol Sri Lanka.

Bible Study......... o

Unity docs 1ot mean unifpruity; it is vather waity in diversity!

It is ot o diversity to devide, but o diversity to onvich alll

It is au covichient of all in a wmtnal Enowingy and being kiown;
And loving and being loved in the spirit of God's loviug Jesus

As e lays down bis Life in love fir the world! )

Finally, The Good Shepherd is not a victim, but a victor.

L T T T W AT et Eam e Gaspel does not i any saypae Lo
itk Midoes ot imply acdelear, Rather, it aftivins i etermal i ..ll"-ll‘- i5 Ll
|<l'wr|'u'.l|n|| sl il The resurrection is already o realiny! Neither John's
Sy, Do even ours needs o live only sl e hope ol Tature resuerection
Tealreudy 15 o ool new ile here and now! I

Pherefare, it has © be eleirly understood that the power ol the Good Shepherd is
HoLA pawer that by passes the self-giy g, laying down love on the cross ||.- lores
notby piiss the fove it knows and calls cach by nwme. It does i‘ln‘l 'm-l.u | Iih
love thit puts us in a commupity (hat can bicak all uman harriers and \In.lull-' .u il

ahe One Flock of the One ¢ i Shepherd!

(CTC Bullatin, CC Ay
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Book Review / Analysis

R.E Young and 8. Jebanesan, The Bilble Tiembled: The Findu-Chvistian
Cumtroversivs of Neweeteenth Centaery Ceybore, Sammlung de Nobili, Vienni.
1995,

by 8. Ratnajeevan H. Hoole
Harvey Mudd College. Claremont. Ca 91711, USA,

The book Ltaking its title from a Saivite revivalist verse 1, is an excellent
hook that should be read by all SouthAsia scholars-anthropologists studying
the radical changes that oceurred in the nineteenth century in Sri Lankan
Tamil society and those histrorians and politicians secking to understand
"Tamil character” and thenee explanations from (he past to explain the
present, Indeed. the book is so rich in information - information from old
missionary correspondence and newspapers that are not easily accessible
and is at odds with most Tamils' impressions ol themselves as a pepople
and of what really happened in the nineteenth century- that the book is.
without exaggeration, smust reading for scholars as well as ordinaryTamils
who wish to know wha they are. The second book for 1995 dealing with
Sri Lankan (or Ceylonese) Protestant missions of the last century 2. it shows
the increased interest in this important. but long-neglected field of
scholarship, Both books, interestingly, show the moulding of a "Protestant
Hindu" character, although the hook under review does so less explicitly.

The book is a historical description of the Christian-missionary challenge
to the Saivite Hinduism it came across in Jaffna and the Saivite response to
it. during the nineteenth century. Whichever position one might be
sympathetic Lo, in the inteceectually vibrant debate that ensued in the first
half of the nineteenth century. what is clear is that the two sides believed
very passionately in what they held to be true and were alive to the ratiopal
underpinnings of their faith: in contrast to the attitude today of avoiding a
position so as 1o be fashionably "impartial™ . Or for thal matter. in opposition
to the intellectually insipid and even void position of saying that all religions
are the same, and in so doing. exposing ones ignoraince of the conflicting
claims of the different religions. As the book shows. the Tamils. Christian
and Thindu alike. were well informed ol cach other's position. Therrattention
tw the detatls of their Faith would put the modern Christian and Hindu 1o
shanie, As a simple example, eansider the “Catholic” prachice ol bowinge
hefore the altar, Most Chrestrans todiy seortbed ik af 10 as something quainl
(even wolatrous) that the Anglicans and Roman Catholies suaply do out ol
tradition, and that the other Protestants do not do. Bal nol sothe Tamil of
the last century, As the book shows. they, Christians and Hindus, were
debating the meaning of the injunction in Psalm 99:5 o0 "Bow down at his
[ootstool,” the Ark. the blessings on those who did ( 2 Sam. 6:12) and the
plague that visited those who did not (1 Sam. 5): as well as the Saivite
revivalist Arumuka Navalar's position that the Old-Testamental laws were
an affirmation of Saivite practices based on the similarities between Hindu
ideas of cleanliness and the injunctions of Leviticus: the "cleansing”
properties of the waters off Rameswaram and of the Jordan; the Hindu God
Murukan's holy mountain and the Biblical call to "how down towards his
holy mountain (Psalm 99:9)." Navalar even extended his supposed
similarities between the two religions to the New Testament, using Jesus'
transfiguration on a ' sacred mountain " (2 Pet. 1:18) and pointing out that
the good Saivite renounces property and marriage, just as Jesus and Paul
asked 3.

For the scholar, while the vast archives referred to certainly cannot be
expected to be reproduced in the book of about 200 pages (albeit in small
font), it is yet most helpful through its extensive fuotnotes and quotations
in pointing out lo where one must go for what kind of information. These
archives consist of nineteenth century missionary correspondence now
stored at the Wesleyan, Anglican and American Missions' head-offices in
England, New England and Jaffna College in Sri Lanka. and the nineteenth
century newspapers from Jafna stored at Jaffna College and other research
centers in JalTna, and newspapers from Madras. Again for the scholar, the
hook raises muany unanswered guestion that are pointers (o avenues for
further enquiry, In an indirect sense. the book is an indictment of the
academic elimate i Jalfna, forone naturally asks, it all these archives have
been in Jalna forso long, why has it taken so long for them 1o be examined
us thopoughly as by this book?

Reflections

TFo lfeuvow what gow prefee instead of liendbily
verggfreey « deveear to wlat the Torld tells o, e
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