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BISHOP JEBANESAN
VISITS VANNI

The Bishop, Mis. Tehanesan, My Suiesh
Thampoe & Rev, A Jevakumaran spent eight
days i Vanni and preached in various churches
during Holy Week. On Easter Sunday the [5th
ol April 2001, the Bishop rededicated the chuich
“Chrst The Kimg" at Kilinochehi. There was a
large crowd al this service. Kilinochehiis coming
back to life with shops and houses being repaired
and people are moving into the town, 24 persons
were admitted into the full fellowship of the CS1
Church at Kilinochehr on Easter Sunday.

At Akkaravan there was o confirmation
service on Sunday evening where 4.2 people were
admied into the fellowship of the church, The
confirmation service was followed by Easter
Bajanai at which Mrs. Jebanesan spoke, There
were also conlirmation services al Mallavi and
Jeyapuram. Bishop preached in these services
and also at Murikandy and Konavil. There was
a public reception for Bishop and party on
Monday the |6th evening at Jeyapuram. People
assembled at Jeyapuram Church Centre
weleomed the Bishop . Mrs. Jebanesan and
others.
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€ CHURCH, KILINOC
RE-DEDICATED BY THE BISHOP

THE TRUSTEES VISIT:
Three members of Board of Trustees of
the Jaffna College funds along with Mrs. Erie A
Gass visited Jaffna from the Sth to the 10th March
200H. On Monday the Sth they were received al
the Palaly airport by the Bishop and Mrs.
Jebanesan. They were taken to Uduyil Girls'
College where they joined ina fellowship dinner,
at which the members of the Executive Conmmittee
of the Divcese and the Heads of Institutions
participated. Tuesday the Gth was a public holiday
and they met the members of the new churches al
the Ashram, Maruthanamadam, Large number of
people came from Samathanakoddui. npacholai,
Kudithanai, Thevakicamam, Sathapuram dnd
Gandhijikirarmam participated, There wis a Ballet
on the story ol David & Goliath by the children ol

P Spanubimg oeie eve e Qs N Screrioe
comples o Plduwal Gt College wis opened by
the Reyvo Birie A Gass, This was fallowed by o

cultural progeanal which the US Ambassador His
Exvelleney Ashley Wills and Rev. Eric AL Gass
spuke

On Wednesday the 7th the members of the
Board of Trustees visited the CISRS. Hospitals.
Christian Theological Seminary and the Ashram.
In the afternoon they vistied Jaffna College Institute
of Agriculture. Stall and students ol Christian
Theological Seminary Maruthanamadiam welcomed
them ata fettowship tunch,

On Thursday the 8th the visitors were
received by Juffna College. There was o cultural
program al JalTna College at which Rev. Dr. James
Vijeyakumar spoke. This was followed by a
meeting with the Bouard of Directors of Jaffna
College. The teachers of Jaffna College felicitated
them at a formal lunch, In the alternoon Rev. Tom
Blossom declared open the new church at
Inpucholai. They also visited Jaffna College Institute
of Technology.

Friday the 9th was a public holiday and an
ordination service was conducted in the Cathedral
Chureh. Rev, KoA. Selvanayagam was brought to
the Cathedral Church with the Tamil Band
(Nathasuram). The Church was filled with people
and the message was given by Rev. Dr. James
Vijeyakumar,  After the ordination service the
Fastors of the CSTClinret met the members of the
Board at a fellowship lunch. 1n the afternoon they
visited Samathanakoddai chureh and the Jaltna
College Institutions in the town. They alse attended
umeeling of the Committee of the Jatfoa Christian
Cpion and proceeded to visit same ol the Hones
v by the Diovese The Tollowing morning they
were Lken to Palaly airportand from their they flew
o0 alpmbio

REGISTRATION FOR TWO WAY
TRAVEL BY ‘CITY OF TRINCO' :

Two way trayvel arrangements are being
made [or the passengers travelling by the *City of
Trinco” ship which is plying hetween Kuankesanturii
and Trincomalee with the protection given by the
[C.R.C, according to the press release of the
Resettlement and Rehabilitation Authority for the
North, According to this arrangement persoms
wravelling from Jaffna could avail ol this facility if
they would return within a month.

PASSION PLAY
AT
KARAVEDDY:

A puassion
play depicting the
crucification  of
Jesus wis staged by
the Kuayaveddy
Catholic  Youth
Club in frontof the
St Antony s
Church, Karaveddy

under the palranage
of Rey, Er, M
Jesuratnom.  the

250 MILLION REQUIRED TO
REBUILD THE CHAVAKACHCHERI
TOWN COUNCIL BUILDINGS:

The Chavakachicher Town Couneil hus
assessed that 250 million rupees would be
required 1o rebuild the buildings of the Town
Council which were destroyed by the ravages
of war, This amount is required Lo effect
immediate, short term and long term repair
activities,

JAFFNA REPRESENTATIVES FOR
SEMINAR IN COLOMBO:

Acseminar fitled “Rights of minority
peaple” will be held on the 20th. 215t and 22nd of
this month at the Renuka Hotel. This seminar had
heen arranged by the [nternational Centre for the
Study of Nations, under the auspices of the Foreign
Ministry of Switzerland. Two representatives from
the Jalfna District Association of the Non
Governmental Organisation will be attending this
seminar.

SOCIO CULTURAL VALUES
DEBASED IN THE TAMIL
COMMUNITY:

Use of aleohiol and drugs among the Famil
Community is rnercasing daity and us @ resubl the
socio-cultural values of the community is being
debased. said Rev, Fr, C.G. Jeyakumar the Director
al “HUDEC™ . He was speaking at the meeting of
the Samurthy Ofticers of the Nallur Divisional
Sceretariat organised to ereate asense of awakening
ahout the disasters following the excessive tise ol
aleoholand draes. He spoke on “the pasition of
use of dleohol™ on the 6th of April 2001, He
mentioned that the use of aleohol in Sri Lanka in
1968 was 2,200,000 litres and according to the
collected data this has increased o 12.5 million

litres.

Meditation
Floessed are throve colio are
pecseerded for vighteoasness ™ sake,

for theivs is e Livgdom of lieanen.
Matthew 5:, 10,
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rTHIE EDITORIAL.
The cease-fire and the injured journalist.

[ was not there on some sort of sneaky spy mission. | went there because.
although itis closed to jofirnalists, talking to the Tamil Tigers unld wriliqg
aboul & humanitarian crisis are important issues.” said Ms Marie Colvin
the journalist who works for the British newspaper “The Sunday Times'
after she was injured in the uncleared area of Vanni region recently.
Well aware of the dangers she would face in her venture, she undertook
the task of examining the real situation of the freedom fighters and the
civilians there for herself, While she tried to cross the boarder. the soldiers
fired at them. “They fired on us. which I ean’t really complain about
because all they saw was shapes moving in the dark. It was terrilying.
You could see them moving out of their base. fiving all around them and
coming towards us in some sort of mopping-up operation, Then 1 gol
hit. I got shrapnel in the chest but that's OK- it didn‘t go deep and didn’t
affect anything. What I'm worried aboutis the eye. I have still got shrapnel
in it but T am all right, the worst is over” recalled Ms. Colvin. It hus
been quite a long time the sinee the sensor ship has been imposed on
both domestic and international reporters related to the ongoing contlict.
In addition. the journalists are required to apply for official permission
to visil conflict areas. How ever it is believed that the government does
not grant permission for any journalists (o visit the conflictareas. Usually
journalists are brought to the conflict areas through the Government
sponsored Lours as the uncleared areas are said Lo be unsale, and
dangerous. It is understood that Ms Colvin is the second journalist who
gained access to the Vanni since 1995.

In & statement released by the Tigers it is said that “Ms. Marie Colvin
deeided to cross the front lines in Vayuniya hoping thal the Sri Lankan
troops would not fire since the government declared a temporary cease-
fiire for five days for the Sinhala-Tamil New Year lestival™,

Whether the cease=fire was observed or not, whether the imposed rules
ol the eensorship was ohserved or not. the plight of the people who
suffer in the uncleared area must he brought to light. Very few people
take up this tsk 1o det the world kKpow the “mysteries of Vanni™ and Ms,
Colvin was one ol them. But itis very untortunate this “courageous lady
with commitment and dedication who had traversed the most dangerous
regions on earth ravaged by war and violence in search of objective
truth’ was injured badly. But it gives us a ray of hope (o know that the
journalists and humanitarians are still there to take up bold steps in search.
of truth, The Morning Star wishes My, Colvin a speedy recovery from
her injuries received on her courageous mission.

i 2

A Donation of 0.43 million for treatment of
psychologically disabled patience in Jaffna

A donation ol four hundred and thirty thousand Sri Lankan Rupecs wis
given to o local Non Government organization. by the UNHCR in

Jaffna. This generous gift will be used to take eare of the mentally i1l putience

at the Thellipalai Hospital Jaffna. The fund will be used to organize and
operate a farmyin the one-acre lind owned by the Hospital to provide creative
hobby. which will also provide physical exercise to the patience.

A protest against the rape of young mothers

Peaple of all ages staged peace protests On Monday. in Vanni region and
voiced their deepest concern against rape of two women in Mannar Jus!
month by the troops, The Jaffia University students boycotted elasses on
Maonday until 12 pm.

“Reflections

“Isthere something 1 feel I comld do to ke i diffevence? Think about it,
It may vequire letting go - of illasory ;uzrnrr‘{;::'f'r.\-. rationalising, wants,
fr‘l;ffm'tjf addction. .. even your comifort sone, But, daeep inside, in ;rﬁ fonesty
ofheart, do you feel theve s sortetlingg vou conld do, some eontribution vou
conld malke, some leqacy you condd leave that would tpact yous I(.f'rm.r'h'..
YOUY community, your soctety in o positive waye If theve is, I-J 7 t'if."!'fl.h'.":i’-ifr'
Now taaet on it, As Gandhi said, “We minst become the vhange we .\-f-n’.-‘.fn
the world™, Whevever you ave, in teving of beconin i 'im':"ﬂh: centered, e
t'??rrn-;_rn_m' You to stavt exereising the attvibutes of vour beavt, Mabe o
pronmise mm" keep it. Set a goal and achicve it. There s peace in it, As
hr-{m:u’rm said: “Nothing can bring you peace bt 1Jmn".\rfjlf.' Nothis e J
by vou peace bit the tviremipls of prineiples " . : :

Continuation
Book Review / Analysis

R Young and S, Jehanesan, The Bible Trembled: The Hindu-Christian
Cantroversies of Nineteenth Century Ceylon, Summlung de Nobili, Vienna,

1995,

by 8. Ratnajeevan H. Hoole
Harvey Mudd College, Claremont, Ca 91711, USA.

It is worthwhile giving o few snippets ffom the book to show how interesting

the book is and wide its coverage:

1.

Vil

Vil

When Robert Carver of the Wesleyan mission inttiated a discussion
on Hindwism with a Brahmin. the latter refused to tell bim anything
of Hinduism. saying, "Sir. i a man have a (precious) stone or a
treasure, will he not loek it up in a box and not shew everyone?"

Daniel Poor of the American mission learnt of the mistakes in the
Bralimin Vicuvanata's almanac in predicting the eclipse of 20 March
1829 and wsed his own accurate prediction, al an event in
Vaddukkotai (Batticotta) with the whole village gathered 1o watch
the skies, to discredit Hinduism. The missionaries thereafter
produced their own almanacs, just like the Hindu Pancangam, but
with Christian verses. According Lo the authors. "They (the Tamils)
dicl not yet realize that the science introduced at Batticotta Seminary
was universal, its prineiples transcending the culture of the West
and nol as rooted in and affirmative of Christianity as the
missionaries had presented it to be. Il was the mostly Vellala
students and teachers, not the brahmins, who would eventually
accullurate modernity with tradition in the 1840s.

When Batticotta Seminary taught that the carth is round. the Hindus
argued back saying that, if so. the oceans would empty into the

heavens.

In the early years, the hooting of an owl would see all students
running oul of school because of the ill-omen it portended. When
a student, Jonathon Magee. keeled over on the filth day of the
waning moon, the pancami, all students left and Batticotta Seminary
had to close lora while.

The Pandit Chandracekhara bathed after every class on Tamil he
wave the missionary, to cleanse himsell of pollution.

11 is not an uncommeon thing on a mlssif:nm'y'u drawing near a
School, in the words of a missionary, "lo ohserve the scouts running
with all their might to announce that the missionary is coming.
And every badge of heathenism is cast aside with all possible
celerity, and every boy vocilerates his lesson with stentorian
aceentuation. "According to Daniel Poor; " We have long been
pained to notice, that when the church members leave the service
ol the mission. they either at once or gradually leave the church or
all regularity of attendance on Christian ordinances. as though very
were freed from a yoke of hondage. Many of them openly apostatize
from the faith. and others make ingenious apologies for their
irregularities,

Contrary to today's claims for Hindu universality, in the last century,
Arumuga Navalur regarded the teaching of saivism to non-Saivites
dnd "trafficking in holy books" to he "great sins”, In his view,
discussing religion with others was insulting to Siva unless his
supremacy was already acknowledged: "Those whe hold anything
as equal t or better that the teachings of the  Savite Scriptures
and their preachers will go to hell," and that "IUis the duty of every
Suivite to kil those who steal Sivan's property or revile him, If one
i5 nol strong enough ta kill the blasphemer, one must hire another
Lo daitcHonechas nothing to hire with, one must leave the country
W |'|I.'.I s.'. the stnner lives. By remaining in the country one becomes a
prrtieripator in thess i, "

Ihe Nallue and Maviddapuran Temples, especially at festival time,
were potostous for robbery and vielence including rape,
aeenmpanted by opium use in 1860y, ay reported in the daily press

al the tine,

to be continued
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