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THE MORNING STAR Wishes All Tt Readers A Very Happy Christmas

G. A. Commends Diocese’s
Address delivered by Mr.

Service to the Handicapped

Devanesan Nesiah, the District

Secretary and Governmeni Ageni of Jaffna District on the occa-
sion of the opening of " Howuse of Hope" the J. D. C.S.I.
Home for Disabled Children at Inuvil on 5 December 1981.

Bishop Ambalavanar, Distin.

guished Guests and Children —

It gives me great satisfaction
to be associated in this Interna-
tional Year of Disabled Persons
with the opening of a Home for
disabled children established by
the Church of South India in
this location which has long been
& centre of Christian Missionary
service, For the Jaffna Diocese
of the Church of South India, I
believe thizs is a pioneering ven-
ture ioto an unfamiliar field. 1
bave no doubt that the Church
which has so eloguently borne
witness to its faith in other fields
of activitiy in Jaffoa will res-
pond fo this new calling. with
the exacting eare and dedication
that this institution will demand.

Jaffna has for long been noted
for the excellence of its edaca-
tional ipstitutions for the oppor-
tunities it provides for its more
brilliant children, for the model
functioning of various movements

sionary anmls. and for the mu-
merous very eminent men and
women it has produced and who
bave contributed so much wnot
only to Jaffoa and to Sri Laoka
but also to the international com-
munity,

May I suggest that in this
pursuit of excellence we may some-
times neglect those who fiad it
difficult or impossible to excel.
Our better schools, which are the
pride of Jaffoa, serve as a model
to those in other districts. The
main thrust of the schools, quite
naturally, is to produce Univer-
sity entrants, prize winners, emi-
nent scholars, great sportsmen and
outstanding leaders. It frequently
happens that the not so brilliant
who form the vast majority of
the student population ara neg-
lected in camparison to the few
who show signs of distinction.
It is probably true of nearly all
institutions and communities every-
where that the top 10% get maore
than their share of care and at-
tention.

In sharp contrast we neglect
the botiom 10% who, more than
the others are in need of special
care and attention. The economi-
cally and socially bandicapped
constitute a large proportion of
our population but here I refer
particularly to those with bandi-
capped vision, those with bandi
capped hearing, those physically
bandicapped, and those mentally
bandicapped who together form an
estimated 10% of our population,

We peed to be reminded of
the section of the U.N, declara-
tion of the Rights to the Child
which reads as follows:i—

" The child who is physically,
mentally or socially bandicapped

shall bs given the special treat-

ment, education and care re-

quired by his particular con-
dition ",

We also need to be reminded
of a recommendation of the inter-
national Labour Conference of
1955 oo vocational Rehabilitation
of the Disabled, which reads as
follows : —

' Educational programmes should
take into account the special
problems of disabled children
and young persons and their
need of opportunmities, equal to
those of non-disabled children
and young persoms, to receive
education and vocational pre-
paration best suited to their
age, abilities, aptitudes and in-
terests.”

These principles flow from
the article in the Universal De-
claration of Human Rights which
afirms that ' Education shall be
direfted to the full development
of the human personality”., In

® _opr gsociety we. claim that we

lue our children more than all
els the handicapped mno less
thaff@ethe brilliant. But what
chaoce do we give for the dis-
abled in our society to develop

his or her human personality ?

It is sad to note that Jaffoa
which is so pre-eminent in many
other fields has little to be proud
of in this wvital area. I believe
that the disabled among the Tamil
speaking people of Sri Lanka are
served only by the Nuffield School
for the Deaf and Blind established
in Kaitady by the Anglican Church,
the " Ark'; for mentally retarded
children established in Inuvil by
the Roman Catholic Chureh, and
one or twa small iostitutions for
deaf children established by the
Lion's Club. 1 also believe that
the facilities for training teachers
to serve these institutions are not
available at all in the Tamil me-
dium in Sri Lanka,

1t is estimated that only about
10% of our physically and men-
tally bandicapped children get any
kind of institutional care. Our
country which is rightly proud of
its system of social welfare in
many other respects is woefully
lacking in its provision for han-
dicapped children. It is a matter
of shame that we, in Jaffoa par-
ticularly bave done so little to
provide for these children who
should have first claims on our
social conscience.

In these circumstances the
establisshment of this institution
is most welcome, I must con-
qratulate the Jaffoa Diocese of
the Church of South Indm 10
making a small but vital entry
into this field, I have no doubt
that in keeping with the great
traditions of service of the Church
‘o Jalfoa, this Home will indsed

New Doclors

Dr. Kirupa Arnold
wife Dr. Mrs. Ranjana
have joined the services
mission hospitals this
Dr. K. Arpold is on
of Green Hospital,
and Dr. Mrs.
McLeod Hospital,

and his
Arnold
of the
month —
the staff
Manipay
Arnold is at
Inuvil,

An Apprecmtmn

The Late
Mr. D. J. Thambapillai

Thirteenth of December 1981
marked the first anniversary of
the passing away of Mr. D. J.
Thambapillai a former Vice-Prin-
cipal of Kopay Christian College.
Mr. Thambapillai had his early
education at St. John's College,
Jaffna where he cultivated his ta-
lents to the best of his ability.
He played for the school teams
in cricket and football and later
as a teacher at the same school
he revelled in tennis, Mr. Tham.
bapillai earned the esteem of his
superiors, colleagues and subordi-
nates with his devout Christian
principles, He always stood for
the truth demonstrating by all

“what he' ssid and di2iat hhcesty

produced happiness. As a teacher
he was a hard task master but
never resorted to shame and ridi.
cule as punishment. He wasg so
fair, just, considerate and compa-
nionable that his students have a
genuine esteem for him.

The passions that governed
Mr. Thambapillai's life have besn
the longing to love, the search
for knowledge and great pity for
the suffering. He never compared
himself with others as he believed

that it makes oneself bitter or
vain for always there will be
greater or lesser persons, He en-

joyed his plans and achievements.

He strived for high ideals, He
nurtured strength of spirit to
shield in suddem misfortune. He

never distressed himself with dark
imaginiogs as he was at peace
with God. He was always serious
but never took himself seriously.
His subtle sense of humour was
enjoyed by one and all. Many a
friend and past pupil who always
sought Mr. Thambapillai’'s advice
and guidance even during his re-
tirad days miss him very much
along with his dear ones.

May his ' soul rest in peace,
safe in the arms of Jesus,

be a House of Hope to the child-
ren it will serve, I trust it will
also serve as an inspiration for
the establishment of many other
bhomes for disabled children in
Jaffon  and elsewhere, by the
Churech aund by other organiza-
tions,

Finally 1 thank our Bishop
again for honourivg me with
this invitation and for epabling
me to participate in this most
bappy occasion,

ance

New Blshop of Medak

IR &

The Synod Board of the
Church of South India which met
recently bas appointed the Rev.
Dr, P. Victor Premasagar as the
new Bishop of the Medak Dio-
cese of the C.S.1. to Ssucceed
Et. Rev. Prasada Rao who retired
a few months ago.

Dr. Victor Premasagar is a
well kmown and outstanding Chureh
leader in India. He bas been
for the last two years the Gene-
ral Secretary of the Synod of the
C.S.1. In this capacity he visit-
ed our own Diocese in February,
1981 and was the Chisf Speaker
at the Sessions of the Diocesan
Council., Dr. Premasagar is ona
of the leading theologians in In-
Qiav aud “was - Prinupsl of the ~
Andhra Christian Theological Col-
lege from 1973 to 1980, His special
field of studies has been the Old
Testament, Dr. Premasagar after
obtaining his B. D, degree from
the United Theological College,
Bangalore went to Cambridge
where he obtained his theological
Tripos between the years 1969 and
1972. Dr. Premasagar is married
and has one daughter, He is 54
years of age.

Nuffield School for the
Deaf and Blind

We are looking for a dedi:
cated, young, Christlan, mala gra-
duate with leadership qualities to
serve the blind at the above
school. Suitable person will have
opportunity for training abroad,
after a period of probation. Those
interested in this uniqus oppor-
tunity for Cristian service, pleass
contact me at,

20, Canon Somasundaram Avente,
Chundikauli,
K. Nesiah
Manager.

] -\;'anted Teachers

Minimunt qualifications
G. C. E. (0/L] with 5 credits
and pre-school training,

or
G.C. E. (A/L) with 4 passes.

Added qualifications !

Western Musie, Dance, Drama;
Sports,

Requirement ; )
Should be willing to reside in
the hostel.

Apply ot
The Principal, Nuffield Sheool
for the Deaf and Blind, Kal:
tadi, before

6th January 1982,
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THE MORNING

ST AR—SUPLIMENT

A Message from the Archdeacon of Jaffna

Once in the history of the
vast ymiverse an incredible event
of great awe aud wonder occured.
God the Creator — who even At
this moment sustains the stars
and planets in their precisely de-
fined courses in the unimaginable
vastness of space, God whom space
cannot contain — the God for whom
there is no presemt, past or fu-
ture — this almighty and glorious
God came Into space and time
and chose this little speck in
space, this our tiny world and
became a lowly frail human be-
ing like us. He became the low-
liest of the lowly, being born to
an ordinary village lass in a dila-
pidated cattle shed and was wrapp-
ed in swaddling clothes and laid
in a trough the cattle ate from,

As we look upon this child
deep and staggering truths about
God are revealed to us.

A Child is a Source of Joy.

1 was travelling in a bus one
morning. All was quiet in the
bus. Some were anxiously scan-
ping the papers. The grave and
moody faces of some suggested
that the burdem of life seemed
very heavy on them. Ap air of
heaviness hung over the group in
the bus. Then a young mother
with & sweet little child boarded
the bus. The innocent little one
was all smiles, all laughter. It
looked round and began to tug
and pull at people within its
reach. The atmosphere in the
‘bus changed as everybody was
attracted by the little child’s an-
tics and the expresion of joy and
happiness. Everyone seemed to
forget themselves and were caught
up by the contagious smile and
Jaughter, God in Jesus brought
joy to all everywhere, At a
wedding be chaoged ordinary water
into wine and made the couple
happy. Mothers were made happy
as He took little children into
His arms and blessed them, He
healed many that were sick with
various diseases. He brought hope
to the hopeless, and comfort to
the lonely. He was the most
joyous person with whom to be
associated was a contiouous joy.

A Child is the Source of Peace.

Isaiah calls this ehild Prince
of Peace. Trench fighting was
the pormal method used in the
first Warld War, It happened that
two armies were entrenched oppo-
site each other. There was cross
fire going on between them. Sud-
denly the firing stopped. There
was a perfect silence. What hap-
pened? There was a farm house
situated between the trénches. A
child had crept out of the house
on to the lawn in front. It was
the sight of that child that bad
brought the firing to a halt. In
the silence a soldier from one of
the trenches rushed and picked up
the child and carried it into the
farm bouse, There was a mighty
cheer from both trenches, Jesus
brings peace to a world rift and
torn asunder by pride and selfish-
pness. He briogs peace to fami-
lies, societies, and nations. The
last legacy that Jesus left to us
just before His death was Peace.
“ Peace I leave with you, my
Peace 1 give unto you', He said,

Unto us a child is born

— Isaiah 9:6
The Child is the Most Helpless Being

A child is the weakest being
we can think of. A few days’ neg-
lect means the child will die. We

have to do everything for the
child. The babe of Bethlehem

reveals to us that God is power-
less (what the world means by
power). But the weakness of
God is the greatest power that
the world has ever seen. Jesus
never coerced, compelled or pres-
surised, Love was His answer
to every strife. “'If T be lifted
up [ will draw all men unto me",
He said. A helpless God on a
disgusting Cross is the way of
Salvation for the world. Today
Jesus is as helpless as He was
on the first Christmas day. We
have to de everything for Him
in order His Kingdom of Love,
Brotherhood, Peace and Justice
may be established,

The Babe of Bethlehem calls
us to spend and be spent for the
happiness of others, He challen-
ges us to make Love the spring
of all our actions, and strive for
reconciliation and peace at every
level of human life, Not Kings,
not Presidents, net Dictators, but
"“a little child shall lead them ™
will be true of His Kingdom.

Sam D, Horshinglon.

Devotional
Communion

1 have been reading a re-

markable novel by the Greek
poet Stratis Haviaras entitled
When the Wind Sings. Oddly
appropriate to my present en-
vironment, it begins with a
description of the exceptionally
dry area of Greece where he

grew up during the Nazi occupa-
tion. The rest of the book is a
series of vignettes, often lyrical,
sometimes elgaic, that reveal the
anxieties and joys of an imagina-
tive young boy in a time of
unpredictable violence. One short
passage called “ Communion™
describes his sitting at a frosty
window and watching a sparrow

land on the fig tree, scratching
the ice for fond. But the boy
too is starved, He catches the
bird, presses its warmth to his
cheek, asking him ' What do
you know about hunger?!" From
the bird's beak comes a small

cry. ' His tongue and the inside
of his mouth were like a tiny
silver and gold spoon, the spoon
the priest vsed to give the com-
munion with. " Then, as the
bird closes its eyes and seems
to sleep, the boy suddenly snaps
its mnpeck, plucks it, guts it
flattens it and grills it om a
fire, “And them it was my
mouth embracing the sparraw.
1 was warmer, my throat was
warmer, as if 1 bad taken in
his voice, and had been sioging
with it for hours."

young heigh-
own piaoo
Lbers iz am

Often 1 hear a
bor singing to her
accompaniment, and
exceptionally good voice,
pours forth from her fiogers and

Music
her throat, somewhat the way a
bird's scpg 15 an
its very being. She has not, ta

expression of

Schools Fill the Air with Joyous Christmas Carols

Nuffield School

The deaf and the blind child-
ren of Kaithady held their Carol
Service and Christmas Concert
in Trimmer Hall, Jaffua on Satur-
day the 28th November. They
thrilled the house-full audience of
parents and friends on the sea-
scm'sl rainiest day with their cho-
ral items in Tamil and English
and a hilarious Villupaatu, per-
formed by the blind; and dramas
Faalets. dances and scripture readj
ing done by the deaf as well as
!Jlind children. One should see
1t to believe how dumb children
can he‘made to speak and dapce
to music they do not hear and
the blind to dance unguided and
:ct ;:s]ing the whole length and
Teadth of i
iy the stage like normal
Jaffna College

"Jesu, Priceless Treasure ™
was the theme of the Christmas
Carol Service presented by Jaffpa
College on Advent Sunday in the
Catheral Church, Vaddukoddai
Dr. Robert Porter condueting, The
service was rich in variety with
carols from many lands, some
sung in the original languages,
Beside the strong and well-balanced
school choir there were items by
a quartet of middle school girls
a choir of junmier girls and a.
group of Spaulding Home boys.
Fewer Bible readings and more
congregational hymns were filled

in with well-written salections uﬁ show
3

prayers for meditation some of
which might perbaps have been
better read though. As the fnal
climax the choir sang the theme

carols to classical oriental music
and old English favourites. Las-
5008  were read by the blind
children. The meaningiul playlet
“Christ Comes to man’ based
on Christ’s words ' In as much
as you have deme it to ome of
the least of thess my little bro-
thren, you have done it unto me”
was tastefully presented in sim-
ple English with minimum of
sets and no epecial costume or
make-up.  Mr. Jeyasipgh David
preached the sermon.

Vembadi Girls’ High School

The one time leading Metho-
dist girle’ school and now one of
the largest government Maha Vid-
yalayas in the North, Vembadi
proudly presented a remarkable
Christmas pregramme on Tuesday
the 8th December in their school
hall. Following a short Christmas
worship service in which the Rev.
H. R, S. Jeyachandran gave the
message, a cantata-drama directed
by Mrs. Rajasenan went on
stage. ''A Christmas Gift for
Hans"” was a two-act drama based
on facts and tradition about
Martin Luther, his wife Kathe-
rine and their children and how
the Carol “'Away in a man-
ger” eame to be written as
Lutbher’s Christmas gift to his
son Hans in 1536, It had a fall
quota of old Christmas carols too
rendered by a large choir which
was on stage all through the
in addition to the large
east which took the centre stage,

e star attraction was Dhar.

shini Sothinathan who as Martin
Jouther could act like a profes-

song viz. Bach’s " Jesu Pricelessy sional, speak English immaculately,

Treasure” simultaneously wit
a slide show of French stained-
glass windows aptly chosen to set
the mood and match the message
of Bach's beautiful words and
music,
Uduvil Girls’ College

Uduvil girls made a fine ges-
ture of inviting the handicapped
children of Nuffield School to
join in their Carol Singing and
Christmas dinner on Monday the
7th December. A beautiful ser-
vice of lessons, carels and a play-
let was held in the Uduvil Church
when the combined choir of both
sehools gave a few items and the
two choirs separately sang in their
inimitable melodious voices Tamil

my knowledge, swallowed a
sparrow, unlike the old lady
“who swallowed a bird —my
how absurd |" and who swallowed
the bird to ' eat the spider that
wriggled and wriggled and tickled

inside her,” etc. No this young
girl's singing bas no such ratio-
nal motivation. It comes from
the heart, and in addition it is
being trained. ‘' Art and nature
thus combined— " as the sopg
from The Mikado puts it—
go to make a pretty bride."
With the communion men-

tioned above, Bs it is supposed
to be in marriage, two individual
entities have become asone flesh.
Through hunger the bird’s flesh
as well as its soog become one
with the boy. Through love a
bride and A groom Cca8n become
as one, Through Christ's birth
mankind, hupgering for a God
of love, has the opportunity to
become one With Him; God
Himself, as George, llu.lbert puts
it in " The Palley, " desires union

preach like a theologian, play the
recorder and sing solos beautifully.
Mrs. Vimala Jebanesan directed
the music.

Holy Family Convent (English)

The Annual Carel Fectival

was held in the College Hall on
Tuesday the 8th December. Ca-

rols in Tamil and English were
sung by the main school chair
and special items were given
by the staff and an oriental bal-
jet on the birth of Christ was
an additional attraction. Mrs.
J. M. P. Sathasivam directed the
Epglish carols and Miss M. Na-
galingam was in charge of the
oriental items.

with his ereature man (the italics
are mine ) :

“‘Tet him be rich and weary,
that at least,
lead him mnot,
yet weariness
May toss him to my breast.’”

If goedness

Or, to conclude in the same
vein as 1 began, Herbert else-
where speaks, in the poem

“Love (III),” of Love's guilt-
ridden guest, who calls himself
unworthy and also unworthy the
eyes with which he will not look
upon his Host, and who says,
when remined Who it was who
made those eyes:

“*"Truth, Lord; but I have marred
them; let my shame

Go where it doth deserve.’

'And know you not,' says Love

'who bore the blame?' :

‘My dear, then I will serve.”

*You must sit down, ' says Love,
‘and taste my meat.’

So I did sit and eat.”
Robert G. Porler
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

«GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY”

St. Luke tells us that on the first Christmas nllght”tha Shepherds
who were " keeping watch over their flock by night became sore
afraid at the appearance of the Angel who brought the Chrlstn;a.s
message. Fear of darkness, fear of the unknown, f.e‘\r of wolves t ati
could attack the sheep — fear of gnemies and hostile pm\:rers. fear o
those who would oppress and exploit them are the kind of fears
that have haunted the minds of the imn_-;ble shep?:lerds on thﬂ.%l dar:
cold night. The message of the Apgel in thatlsuuation "w:ss :;:cuur
tidings of great joy', and the reason for the joy was . a ;
is born.” Lancelot Andrews proclaimed in the court of King James ;
" the reson for our mirth is Jesus' birth." Fear of the powers o
darkness are dispelled not by a psychic ze-adiustmgnt but b?r dm:e
intervention — the birth of a Saviour, by God coming #awn.u mtlo the
human situation, by the eternal one taking decisive action in history.
The plight of man can be met only by the power of Gaod.

The birth of achild is one of the mast of earthly of earthly events.
It takes place in a particular time, in a particular place and of particu-
Jar parents. So St. Luke makes it a point te tell us Itha.t Jazus was
born during the reign of Caesar Augustus when Cyrenius was Gaver-
of Syria, that it was in the city of David called Bethlehem and of
a young woman called Mary who was betrothed to Joseph. A dat-
able event in history, in a geographically locatable spot, of an iden-
tifiable mother is the event of the Saviour’s birth. It is a message
' which sball be to all people”, for it is only he who is thes world's
Saviour who can be the Saviour of Israel, and it is only He who
could save all mankind who could be the Saviour of any man. The
fear ridden Shepherds on that dark cold night in a remote village
field were suddenly made alive to the meaning of a eosmic event of
which they were a part, Their salvation was linked with the world’s
salvation. The world’s salvation was their salvation.

As we look at the world around wus, we recognise the ever
mounting armaments race. We may blame the super powers but the
fact is, the record for the highest proportion of budgetary provision
for arms out of the gross national product is among the third world
countries and not the super-powers. In the last guarter of the twen.
tieth century, there are more people illiterate and more people dying
of staryation in the world than at any other period in history,
Today there are more countries which are controlled by military re-
gimes than at any other period in history. Here again the third
world leads with its military juntas. As we look around and look
ahead to the futore, fear and anxiety may be our only response.
Like the Shepherds we cannot but be " sore afraid.”” Still the Christ-
mas message rings true, the message of ''good tidings of great joy.”
The world sitnation may baffle, confuse and frighten us but as Karl
Barth put it so well, " God utters the Amen which settles matters
and does not stand in need of further supplementation,”

Martin Luther's battle cry at the Reformation was " justification
by faith” and he understood it in such a way that he could also
affirm, "the sphere of faith’s works is wordly society and its order.
If the incarpation means anything it means that “the good tidings
of great joy™ has its impact on ' wordly society and its order.”
This year in onr Diocese we have remembered the 175th Anniver-
sary of the Haystack meeting of the young men of Willims College
in America that led to the founding of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. One of that renowned five,
James Ricbards came out as a Missionary to Jaffna in 1816 and
lies buried at Tellippallai after only six years of Jabour in this
field. The missionaries were heirs to the pioneering and adventurous
spirit of the Pilgrim Fathers. Ounly 16 years after the Mayflower
landed, the Pilgrims started Havard College. It is a simlar vision
that led our missionaries to found Jaffna College and Udavil with-
in seven and eight years of their arrival in Jaffoa. It was fitting

therefore that the Diocese which carries on this great work into
the future started this year two moare Homes for orphans and
destitute children, a Home for Disabled Childien, a Day Care

Centre, takiog into its protection and care more than two hundred

children. A pew hostel block was opened at the Uduvil Girls
Ccllege adding to the facilities of the school. A row of shop
buildings was opened at Tellippallai, a vineyard started at Inuvil

and new extensions at the Varany Farm. These could provide the
means to further extend our ministry te the community, Our Rrea-
test joy however, was in the dedication of the new Churches at
Murikandy and Cheddikulam and the Parsonage at Kilinochehi tak-
ing a few steps forward in our evangelistic outreach, Christmas
was God’s fpauguration of the world mission and the best way to
participate in the Christmag iay is te continue to share in  that

mission, t D, J. Ambalavanay.

Former Moderator of the C. S. L, in Cambridge

The Rt. Rev, Ananda Rae
Samuel who was Moderator of the
C.S. L. from 1972 to 1980 and
retired from his Digeege in Krish-
na-Godaveri has been for the last
two years a visiting lecturer at
Semiparies in the United States,

From January 1982 Bishop Anan-

da Rao Samual has been appoint-

ed to Westminister Collega, Cam-
bridge as a visiting leciurer., Tha
College the

United Reformed Church in Britgin,

trains ministers for

Message

~ THE ANGEL'S
Cruristmas-
made three

the first
tide, apgel Gabriel !
timely visits. These visits w‘ere
pot only landmarks of very im.
portant events, but also were great
chapters withont parallels in the
book of Christian history.

The first visit the angel made
was to Zechariah., Zechariah was
in the temple of the Lord, doirg
his lot of the duty as a priest
to burn incense on the altar.
While his hands did the datiful
job, his beart and mind were per-
haps engaged in an act of pra-
yer, praying to God with great
anxiety and deep fear, becanse of
the very thought that he should
be one of those to die without
an heir. This was something na-
taral, a human factor which counld
pot be hidden under the cloak of
visible or unseen piety; some-
thipg which could not have been
simply brushed off as the 'will
of God'. The angel spoke to
him and said, ' Fear not, for God
has heard your prayers’. A strik.
ing point was driven into his
heart that prayer and fear never go
together and at that very momeng
he learnt that one either prays
or fears. He also learnt that
prayer is something which must
be said with all openness and
complete confidence, not a kind
of confidence which hopes for and
expects great things to happen
but confidence which belleves with-
out an lota of doubt that God is
able to do great things —Maving
gomplete trust in the ableness.of
God, Yes, 'Great things JHe
hath tauvght us, great things ile
hath done’. When you J pray
pray with fervant trust a great,
rejoicing,

Gabriel's second visit was to
2 Galilean peasant girl Mary.
Mary was deeply troubled by the
very presence and the gresting of
the angel. Perbaps she was not
prepared for this visit, in fact she
never wished anyone—even an an.
gel of the Lord to interfere into
her dreamy world; for she was
full of dreams of the youpg man,
her fiance Joseph. And to think
of the news the angel brought to
her; that which shattered all her
hopes and dreams, that which
would stick on as a permanant
stigma to her and her family,
that which would break the heart
of even an unmarried mother; it
was nothing but fair that she
should be afraid to get chill in
the spine. And the apgel said,
'Fear not, for you have found
favour with God'. Man's fear is
inconsistant with the favour of
God. There is the fear about
individual dignity, of family sta-
tus, of society pride, of commu-
nal prestige, of national growth
and posterity — but all these are
nothing in the face of the favour
of God, all these will melt AWAY
like dew to the rising bright Sun.
If one believes that a certain
event is God's deing, whether it
is for good or bad, then in him
springs up untold joy, Mary felt
At ease, the moment she cama
to konow that it was all God's
doing, Instanty she was made
free of the unwanted anxiety,
which otherwise she wounld defi.

During
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nitely hawve harboured in her
heart. Come what may, now she
gained sufficient confidene to face
the world. The very next moment
after this incident she was able
to raise her voce and sing, ' My

heart praise the Lord, my soul
is glad because of God my Sa-
viour, for He has remembered

me His lowly servant, from now on
all people will call me happy’.
She was happy indeed, happiness
which came as a result of God's
favour to her, the favour which
removed all the overhung cloud
of darkness and resentment, the
favour of God which erazed all
human fear and anxiety.

The angel made his third
visit to a few shepherde in the field.
They were doing their rontine
work, a means of their living
which they surely epjoyed. They
were ordinary but hard and stroog
men seasoned by natural forces:
who braved on equal terms na-
ture's impending dangers. They
feared nothing, in fact awaited
opportunities to attack the wolves,
the lions, the tigers and other
dangerous beasts — enemies of their
beloved sheep. If they were to
be scared, something unnatural
should happen —it did. They
were terribly afraid the Bible says,
because the glory of the Lord
shone over them. Gabriel said,
‘Fear not, 1 bring you good

news’. News that God is Good to

all, that God’s love and care are
for all men, that God’ redemp-
tion is for the whole world and

And this news, the very fact that
God is good, will bring great joy
to all people—not just to. a
small community or nation. Man's
fears are removed, shattered to
nil by the news that Ged is good
always, There would be reason
for anyome to fear if the pewsisg
bad; no one welcomes bad news,
If news come all of a sudden to
startle the world that the bad
God is waiting at the door, then
there is every reason for me to
be afraid and my fear is still
made worse by the npumerous
vows I wounld make to please
this bad God. No, the shepherds
were made to believe that God
so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten son as a jiﬁ
to the whole world, and that
whosoever believeth on Him shall
have eternal life. Because of the
goodness of the news the shep-

herds received, because they took

it without any question, because
they realised that their lives were
nothing but the grace, mercy and
goodness of God, they went back
from the manger singing, !
to God’, for all they had heard
and seen.

Best wishes and prayers

for every blessing this

Christmastide.

H.R. S. Jeyachandran,

Advertisement

An Alsation crossed dog is
available for sale, inspection at
Green Hospital Secretary’s Bun-
galow, Qffers to be addressed to;

Actg. Medical Superintendsnt,
Green Memaorial Hespital, Manipay,

0., 5ri Lanka underNo. OB.[100125/s1,

affna Diocese of the Chureh of south India at Sri San.

Jafiua on Friday, 25th December 19§]
ngam, 330, Navalar Road, Jaffoa,
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