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N. C. c. Welcomes International
Committee of the Red Cross.

th;“;r Executive Committee of
= - €.C. of Srilanka whi-

Met on  Saturday the 14th
of October 1089 unanimously
Passed the following resolution:

“The National Christian
Counci] of Srj Laanka wel-
Comes the decision of our
Government te jgvite the
International Committes of
the Red Cross to Sri
Laaka, aad calls upaa all
eur clergsy amd lay psople
t? extead their co-opera-
tion to the work of the
International Committee
of the Red Cross'.

% Thirtieth Anniversary
of the KN H.

Kindernothjlfe of Gérmany,
_which is an Organisation work-
10§ among children in third-
world couatries js making 30
yeais of very distinguished ser-
Vics among the children of the
POOr in mamy parts of the wor-
ld.They Work through the Sri-
Lan| uncil for KN H

this country, have assisted
several - Childrea’s Homes and
Day‘C._a:e Cenires run by the
Anglican, Methodist and CS.I.
Churches throughout Sri Lanka.
Mosi._ of these justitutions are
n;arkmg the anniversary by spe-
cial Services of Thanksgiving
at their respective cenires, The
Jaffaa Diocese of the REIE

Organised services at the Cathe-
dral Church, Vaddukkoddai, at
the Pandatheruppu Church, The
Mamipay Church and The Udu-
vil Church with the =zhildren
at the centres participating at
the Thaoksgiving Services. A
common Service is being organi-
sed at the Colombo Cathedral
on Friday, 10th November at
9.30 a.m.

Translation of W. C. C.
Documents.

M7, T. K. Thomas, Director
of Communications, The World
Council of Churches at Geneva
has organised a Seminar bet-
ween the 23rd  and 29%th  of
QOciober at Vishranthi Nijayam,
Banzalure lor trapslations of
W. C. C. documents into South
Asian languages. The document
suon be translated and
South Asian
Bible

that wl
pub ishc#
languazes be
Study Handbook in preparalion
for the S venth Assembly of
the W.C.C. at Canberra in
1991. The Rev. :
jah of the Calombo Church ot
the C.S.1. is among those at-
lhe Seminar.
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EXALTETH A NATION
Leper Colony at Mantiva —
Eastern Province.
Mantivu

of whom
females.

The lepar colony at
has now 66 inmates
55 are males and 11
The conditions at the celony
are appalling and the M. P.
fer Batticaloa Mr. Prince Casi-
aader is trying to persuade the
Government to take mecessary
steps to improve the situation.
The Jaffna Diocese eof the C.
8. 1. spent abeut Rs. [10,000.00
to supply bed-sheets and towels
to all the inmates at the celeny

The Rev. Earl P. Solomons,
Pastor of the St. John’s Chur-
ch, Uranee, Batticaloa along

with the Secretary and Treasur-
er, Mr. A. T. Ariarajah and Mr.
Williams and others went along
with Mr. & Mrs. Prince G.
Casinader on Monday the 16th
of Oetober 1980 early ia the
moraing to distribute these she-
cts and towels at the colony.
The inmates were grateful to
the Chwrch for its concera for
their  welfare.

B i

in i The Woman’s Creed.

I believe in God
who created woman and man
in Ged’s own image,
who created the werld
and gave both sexes
the care of the carth.

1 believe in Jesus
child of God
chosen of God
born of the woman Mary
who listened to woman
and hiked them
who stayed in their homes
who discussed the Kingdom
with them
who was followed and [inanced
by womuin disciples.

I believe in Jesus
who discussed theology
with 4 woman at a well
and first conflided ia her
his muessiahship
who motivated her to go and tell
her greal news to the city.

I believe in Jesus
who reeeived annointing
from a woman in Simon's house

who rebuked the men puests
who Scorned her
I believe in Jesus
wiie said this woman
will be remembered
for what she did-
minister to Jesus.
I believe in Jesus who healed

a woman on the sabbath
and made her straight
because she was
a human hi:illgl
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I believe in Jesus T
whe spoke of God
a8 a weman seakiug the lost coin
as a woman who swept

seeking the lost.

I believe in Jesus
whe thought of pregmamcy and
birth with reverence
not as punishment- but
as wrenching event,
a metapher for tramsformation
born again
anguish-into-jey.

1 believe in Jesus
who spoke of himsslf
a5 a mother hen
whe would gather her chieks
under her wing.

1 believe in Jesus who appeared
first to Mary Magdaleae
who sent her with the bursting
message
GO AND TELL...

I believe in the wholenaess
of the Saviour
in whom there is neither
Jew nor Greek
slave nor free
male nor female
for we are all one
in salvation.

I'believe in the Holy Spirit
as she moves over the waters
of creation
and over the earth.

I believe In the Hely Spirit
the women spirit of God
who like a hen
created us
and gave us birth
and covers us
with her wings.

RACHEL C. WAHLBERG

Memorial Service.
A service in memory ef the

late Mr. K.S., Saravanamuthu,
Retired Principal, Drieberg Col-
lege, who died on the 17th of
August 1983, and of his dau-
ghter Mrs, Ranjithamalar Gna-
namuthu, Retired Principal,
Girls® Temil Muaha Vidyalayam,

Badulla, whe died under tragic
cirsumstances on the 28%th of
October 1987 was held at the

C.8 1. Church Chavakacheri oa
Friday the 27th of October at

3.00 pm The service was led
by the Pastor of the Church
the Rev. V. Rajkumar. The

Church was filled to capacity by
relations, friends and well wish-
ers of the deceased ones. Miss
Chelvi Selliah paid a tribute to
Mrs. Guoanamuthu, She referred
to her deep faith, patience and
endurance. She was a very dedi
cated teacher whose abilities as
a teacher were: rtecognised: by
beifig promoted as Principal of
a Scheol. She made a lasting
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«ethteibution to the edwcation Of
women and many gensrations ef
girls whe came under her in-
flucnee.

Dr. S. Jebanesan paid a tribu-
te to Mr. Saravanamuthu who-
s¢ life was intertwined with
Drieberg College, Chavakach-
cheri. Modern Dricberg owes to
his qualities as patient builder
gradually raising the grade ef
the School. Apart from his role
as Priacipal of a leading School
in Thenmarachi, he was an out.
standing leader in the Chavakach
cheri Church and the public
life of Thenmarachi. The Rt,
Rev. D.J, Ambalavanar prea.
ched the sermon based on the
text ¢‘He endured to the end
as seeing the invisible”. Mrs.
Kirupa Solomons and Mrs. S.
G. Deva sang special songs.
Miss A. Sinnathamby amd Mr.
B. D. Chandraraj read the [es-
sons. The Rev. Sam Alfred led
the litany. A fellowship tea
followed the service.

Obitoary.

The death occurred of Mrs,
Mabel Nesaratnam Veeravahu®
‘wife of the late Mr. 8. V. Ves"
ravahu of Udupiddy en Satur-
day the 28th of October, 1989.
The funeral service was led by
her son the Rev. V. N. Thar-
makulasiogam, assisted by the
Worksr at Udupiddy Mr. S.
Thevaharan. Mrs. Packiam Ra
jendrasingam, Prineipal, Udupid-
dy Girls’ College and Mr. S,
S. Selvadurai, Retired Prineipal,
Americar  Collegs, Udupiddy
paid tributes to the life and
work of the deceased. Beth
speakers referred to her stexd:
fast faith and her deep deve-
tion to the Church. She was a
fine Christian mether nurturing
her children in the Christian
faith and coeduet. With remar
kable courage she faced the
double tragedy of the brutal
killings of her twe daughtersin
February this year. The Rev.
T. Thevanesan preached the ser-
mon and Bishop Ambalavanar
led the closing prayers and gave
the benediction. The Rev. V.N.
Tharmakulasingam performed the
committal rites at the Udupid-
dy Church Graveyard. The de-
ceased leaves behind besides the
Rev. V. N. Tharmakulasingam
three other sons: Mr. V. G.
Kanagasingam, Mr. V. G. Bala-
singam and Mr. Joel Rajasingam

(West Germany) and  several
grandchildren to bsmoan her
loss. Her two daughters Mrs,

Elizabeth Jeyarani Wijayanathan
and Mrs. Joyce  Athisayam
Thevarasa as referred to abova.
\ﬁ,é-r.c "'Tili_l'led on the 15th ef
February, 1989.
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God — The Greatest Poet!

The werld arouad me a&re SOngs

You have sung thousands of year#

ivar that
" i LGP 5, Lhe sea and ahe river 1 i
The hills and the »allcy». 0‘;] e T el ity Wik i

The smiling eyes of the y

and the wagging tails

flows

of the faithful dogs

The closest companion of numerpus humans
n : "oyou 5.
In them I Tead nothing but the words of your POE!
=

When I hear the sky larks sing |
The wild and mighty elephants [rum]mliljg
The frail human beings crying au.d Ia_u!_zlhljg
While they struggle for their daily living

In them T hear nothing but the music of your

S - ; !
O Ged then I turn to my writing that express my inner thoug

harmonizing

hts

. : i
Which my heart craves secretly to identify as pu I\:mcis
These songs of mine, I realise are merely worthless

That docs not eysn pro

duce thythmic sounds

i ¥ s trails.
In them are lees aud scums which I desire to leave as

But yours is poetry with flesh and _bluod
That bsstows life and love to the entire world o
To make my laborious heart and weary soul ‘lo_ lcapmlu?;c
Aud to sing uncsasing praises Lo your mea:ll_:ng g
For you, and you alone, without any r1‘\'11ry .
Are the very sesurce of both written and unwritten po ﬂ);
And in you I recognise the greatest of all the great poets.

= -~

— Henry Victor—

&% SCSSEEST

The role of mission hospitals in the present situation:

preventive or curative health care?

Green Memorial Hospital is
a nume known in every nook
“and comner of Jaffna partly be-
cause it was founded as way
back as 1848, and partly be-
cause almost eyery other child
in those days was born in this
beacon institution which stood

steadfast as a pillar of the
healing and teachimg arts. It
was a pioneerimg imstitution whi-
ch was way ahead of any ether
hespital in the whole country,
let alone South Asia. BEven the
famous Christian Maedical Col-
lege, Vellore was founded some
50 years later, from when it
has reached its present dizzy
height.

Due to the present situation
and circumstances beyond our
contral the mission hospitals
have slipped to a position whe-
reby serious patients have 1o be
transfered for lack of resident
specialists. The ongoing crisis
does not encourage doctors from
abroad to return and those who
remain naturally demand higher
wages. For the revival of the
hospital em the curative aspect
resident specialists are a must
and no amount of visiting phy-
sicians can remedy the situa-
tion. A demand for higher wa-
ges if met may prove benefi-
cial in that once patieats are
assured of expert eare the num-
ber will increase, thereby in-
creasing the income. Without
an adcquate mumber of patients
it is not cost eftectve to have
para medical Services and |ute.
st X’ray and ultrasound facili-
ties. At this juncture, with no
solution to the ecrisis in sight
it i5 necessary lo reassets (he
fale of the mission hospitals
wowards allevidtion of the suf-
fering of man, the prime zim
of the healing wing of the
church.

If the missioa hospital is un=
able to makea dent in the vast
array of curative hospitals and
nursing homes preseat in Jaffna
today, why not it modify its
role and emerge asthe pioneec
of primary health care or pre-
ventive health at the doersiep
of the poorest of the poor?
The christians believe that what
soever we wish to be done to
us, we must do to others and
what more better way to pracs
tiee this principle tham to
actually plan and execuie a
programme which will benefit
the poor masses who cannot
afford medical care as it is
practised today.

Vigotous attempts were made
to liunch such a programme in
1986 whereby a mobile health
scryice was started. Bulb again
due to the uncertainties only
| peripheral clinic remains today
to which the hospital sends a
team weekly. But a more con-
centrated effort is necessary if
we are to make a mark and
just condusting clinics once a
week @r  giving concessions ie
poor patients who attend the
hospital will net sexve Lhe pur-
pose of p imary health care.
As illustrated in the last issue
diseaxe should be tackled at the
root before it can sprout out
by proper sanitary m:thods and
health education. The mission
hospitals must take on the
mantle of Primary health care
and serve as its head quarters
or diiving foree.

How can this new concepl be
amalgamated with the cXisting
programmes of tne divcese? The
angwer 15 in the alrcady exis-
ting day care centres and voca-
tional training institule establi-
shed here 1n Manipay,

During the last 10 years, we
have seen the church spreading

its armé iato the vast heathsn
fapd south ef Elephant pass.
IDay care centres prw.-‘j('ling the
{win commodities of life-feod
and edueation have sprung up
like mushrooms every where.
These day care centres prove as
focal points for the commnon
man to gather together and
onderstand the true love of
Christ, through deeds and acts
of love which benefit none but
the grass root level. It was in-
deed a moving sight to see chil-
dren from all the outlying pari-
shes at the Thanksgiving serviee
held in Killinochi to comme-
morate 10 years of hard laber
in the South. The Bishop ia
his address very *aptly conclu-
ded that we should not con-
ceal the light under a bush but
let it be secen to all near and-
far. Needless to say that men
of vision dedicated beyond dou-
bt to the up grading of the
quality of life of the common
man through deyelopment pro-
Jects, Vocational training insti-
tutes etc are at the helm of
the mission today whereby rich
harvests are being reaped in
such a short period of time.
But sadly the aspect of pre-
ventive health which could have
also gone hand inglove with
these development projects has
been neglected. A eommunity
health worker in each of thecse
day care centre areas workiog
for the last 10 years could have
reduced the morbidity and
mortality in these areas by more
than half. By eradicating sick-
ness the standard of living im-
proves and the ultimate goal of

the church will be further
strengthemed. :
Selection to the voocational

training centre at Manipay cou-
1d be oriented towards those
who in the future would take
on the role of community health
workers in their respective vil=
lages. During their six mouoth
stay here a course of leetures
and practicals sould be condue-
ted for them in addition to
their vacious vocation’s so that
when they get back they could
hold weekly meectings, eollect
data on births, marriages deaths
etc for purposes of immunisa-
tion and family planning and
tackle small health problem
such as common cold, rmall
wounds that need sterile dres-
sing etc. A system of supervi-
sion and back up coasisting of
a medicul team from the hos-
pital can easily be formulated
on the lines of the famous
CHAD — projest of Christian
Medical College, Vellore.

The time has indeed ceme
for this radical change in Medi-
cal care to be taken. It may be
a bold step but in the present
situation this can be the only
way whereby we could spread
the good news of Christ’s pre-
sence — ‘‘that Christ came so
that  we might have life and
have it more abuadantly”,
There 15 no doubt that the
founder of this great institut-
lon and his successors will be
proud of such an endeavor on
the part of the hospital which
was ance a pioncer in every
aspect in South Asia.

Dr. Priashanta Visvalingam.

. Obituary. .

Mr. Eliathambay Thevanasam
who retired some years avo i'r.;r;
the Public Service ms Assistant
Government Ageat, Kandy died
on the 20th of October in Ce-
lombo at the age of 73. Mr.
Thevanesam was an old boy of
St. John's College, Jaffna, where
he had a brilliant career and
established an unbeaten academic
record of securing esight distinc-
tions in the Cambridge genior
Examination. Mr. Thevaneszm
on his reticement as A. G. A.,
Kandy was invited to serve as
Deputy Commissioner of Regis-
trations for yet another five
years. He lsaves behind his wife
Mano (nee Cumarasamy) and
four daughters: Mrs. Thiagara-
tnam, Dr. Vasanthy Thevanesam,
Head of the Micro Biology De-
partment at the Peradeniya Un-
iversity, Mrs. Sakunthala Ratnam
of Colombo and Miss Savithiri
Thevanesam. His brother Mr.
E. Thevarajah died a few mon-
ths &go in Australia. His ether
brothers are Dr. B. S. Devasah-
ayam, Priocipal, St. John’s Col-
lege, Jaffna, Mr. E. Thevasecrva-
tham and Brig. E. G. Thevana-
yagam. He alse Jeaves behind
two sisters-Mrs, Sri Pathmana-
than and Mrs. Thevi Maachar-
an. Mr. Thevanesam is the son
of the late Mr.S. V. Eliatham-
by, who was the Head Master
of the Tamil School at St.
John’s, Chundikkuli, and Mrs.
Eliathamby. We extend te all
members of the family our he-
art-felt condolence.

@ Obituary.
One more tragedy amd two
" deaths, i
We regret to record the death
of Mr. Bala Gumasegaram. Head
Master, St.Thomas College,Guru«
talawa, and his wife Manchari ia
the early hours of Friday, 20th
October, killed by uaknown gun-
men at their residence. Mr,Guna-
segaram, who was & qualified
engineer, after working for some
years in this country and abroad
decided to serve the Churoh’s
Educatienal Mission and ascepted
the Head Mastership of St. Tho-
mas’ College, Guarutalawa a few
years ago. He and his wife ha-
ve died as martyrs te the high
sallicg whioh they decided to
accept. The Gunasegarams have
two sons Yohan and Paul, now
students in India. Bala isa son
of the late Mr. D' R. Gunase-
garam and Mrs. Gunasegaram of
Cheddiarmadam, Vaddukoddai.
He leaves behind two sisters -
Dr. (Mrs.) Joy Canagarajabh of
MeLecod Hespital, Inuvii and
Dr. (Mrs.) Christa Arumainaya-
gam and a brether Rajan Gun-
asegaram. Manohari is the dau-
ghter of Mr. & Mrs. E. Ananda-
nayagam of Chuaodikkuli and a
sister of Gowri Anandanayagam,
Anandakumar and Premakumar.
The bodies of the deceased were
taken to the Chapel of the
Transfiguratien at St. Thomas’
College, Mt. Lavinia and the
funeral service was held there
on Monday the 23rd of Octo-
ber at 3.30 p.m. The iaterme-
nt took place at the General
Cemetery, Mt. Lavinia. We ex-
press our sorrew and sympathies
to the members of the families

of the deceased couple.

-
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A e A Tribute To b ¢
¢«  CELESTINE FERNANDO s J. K. RETNANANDAM.
(S. Kulandran) continued from 27. 10. 1989 |$jm: 3 et
: i Tudia the Evangelicals werc enthusiasti¢  Retnanandam(never known by h.l\: S]lll}ll_lﬁﬁ“ h"I -|“- d Jdi:!iﬂouilhﬂ‘-
It is said th,ﬂl’\f]“roy.tff'tl' Is about him. This may mean that  Euelsh  first pame) not oniY "]',mllu-c.' Ih"l .r-d(-.rflv. l:i: total
nadean gt o .{h_e X Ilfii'l his leanings were with the latter. ook the Swamy round to the his l'rlu.nd' si.bjlt‘lh —c'auﬁes he
RSO Ty 1o Ifzeblc: This is a 1:T1|.r!l that could be found Christian churches, but also :.:f:m_mngwnl ia : e n-r- e
“why d‘_ws o Chu‘rchm.ﬂ‘llf what  with anybody with an irenic wiively worked with him and “1)_0“55*1 anc ;-: efc)r’yth.m
n.uch : H'q'?.er(Regmr ]ali'i'jciais tem!m'a‘nun[:Auvww hemanaged  helped him to edit and publish w%-mh _he i (-nd e
d]fj o df" fnd r;;ec llency Lo thread his way through theolo his books, giving the most meti- His _m"'al ;warcnc!.s :}1,8 W
St xaus Lxce e gieal differences. culous atteation to every detail. readiness to translate thi

it's not for what he did, but for 3 i RV ical group  reaess inte action he owed, the
hat he was.”” The same remark What therefore is the co He formed an ecumenical grouj = i, W i, e
it Ghe ol rd to the Dution that Celestine has made ta ¢ Wellawatte, enlisting the sup-  Speaker said, ? h(‘:

could be made in rega B R 2 11’ simply it of the Roman Catholic the adherents of which,
late Reverend Celesting Fernando.  church life in Ceylon? 1t PRk o DAL L sradiolist dded, had always

g 5 ! that he has been: and to thal  Ansjican, Methodist Churches  &raciously added, ¥ 15
1L8 Wity ty find anything extent it can be said that he has and Church of South India in been inthe forefront of Ilibera-

outstanding in his life. He wrate
6o boek to my remembrance, To
my knowledge he was never invi-
ted to an intsrnational conference.
I' have never heard him delivering
@ speech from a publie platform,
nor did he ever hurl himself into
the political tempests that surro-
unded him from time to time.
He was not a mo ving spirit of any
great movement. Tempests raged
and subsided. Storms blew and
ceased. Nothing caused a ripple in
the even tenor of his Jife. He WS,
of course, faithful j. editing
The Ceylon Churchman, but that
was largely a matter of collating
what other people wrote. He was
also Secrefary of the Bible Soci-
ety for quite a few years, but this
did not require much effort on

his part. After ajl, Bibles sel|
themselves.

Nevertheless, i1's curious that
no coaference i Ceylon during
the Tast thirry years was complete
without him. The question that
would be asked of the convenor
1s.Have you invited Celestine 107
He was almost an indispensable
figure in every conference. of
ccuru Tam not talki og about big
conferences, but of small church
conferences and ad hoc gatherings.

He was a Presence. One may
almost say that he carried a halo
about him because of his qualities-
What were these qualities? A
transparent honesty, purity of
Persenal life, humility, and an
ITenis femperament. Ope can
Certainly go to the exicnt of say-
18g that where Celestine was
there would be ne quarrels. Im
fact, the Sinhalese-Tamil solit
Would never have arisea if ke had
been at the top of things.Quarrels
died out before they arose if he
Was preseni.Quacrels were absurd
In his presence. Although he was
Aot a popular figure, he was
somehow indispensable because
people liked him. And he was too
humble to take advantage of any
situation. He was humble enough
1o rise to any situation. Nobody
€ver wanted him out of a confe-
rence I wish you would question
me further on the subject.

What abeut his churchmanship 9
A5 is well known there are vari-
ous well defined ecclesiasticg
groups in the Anglican church,
aad theologians say nothing can
be more fierce than odium theole-
gicum, Of these Broups to which
he did belong, he was certainly
hot an Anglo-Catholic, Nor was
he an Evangelical, But mo group
took offense at his pesition. He
was what is  called a Central
Churchman. Na party could be
enthusiastic about him, but ng
party could take offense. The
Anglo-Catholiss tolerated him,

made chucch life sweeter al?d
devoid of all bitterness. He will
be remembesed in times to come
not for anything that he did, buf
for what he was, for his persona”
lity, shedding peace and harmony
wherever he went.

Editorial Note:

Fr. Celestine after passing his
History Honours degree from (he
University College, Colombo in
1937 got his B. Litt. in Theology
aud History at Oxford in 1941.
He was given the M. Litt. of
Oxford in 1982. He had his minis-
terial training at Bishep's College
Calcutta and was ordained Dea-

con in 1942 and Priest ia 1943,
He was a founder member of ths
Ceylon S. C. M. in 1934 and

attended the World Conference
of Christian Youth in Amsterdam
in 1939. He was Chairman of the
Ceylon N C C. in 1968-69 and
President of the Colombo Y. M.
C. A. 1980 - 81. From 1943 - 80,
he was Chaplain at the Colombo
University and General Secretary
of the Bible Society 1960 - 1980.
He is the author of six beoks and
several articles in the Ceylon
University Journal and other
Jomroals and Newspapers.

A. T. SINNATAMBY

ARTHUR THURAISINGAM
SINNATAMBY, who passed to
his eternal rest early this year at
the age of 93, was the third of
the sons of the late Mr. G. V.
Sinnatamby of Tirunelvely and
of Achimuthu Sinnatamby (nee
Edwards).

The family produced an Assis.
tant Commissioner of Excise,a
Fellow of the Royal College of
Surgeons, a Deputy Surveyor-
General (also kmown for his rese-
arches into Sri Lankan history),
8 lady doctor (atatime when very
few wemen ‘dared’ to enter the
professien) and a lawyer.

Mr. A. T. Sinnatamby was chief
Shroff of the Badulla Kachcheri
when I was introduced to him 50
years ago by a colleague who was
a relative of his. He retired over
30 years ago as Chief Shroff of
the Customs Department.

He is deeply religious, ionourahle
and of an exacting rectitude that
would not permit him to commit
Cven a technical irregularity, He
wat soft spoken, but his accents
Were clear and | have never heard
him raise his voice either in aager
or to pive weight to an argument.

A friead who had known him
since school days has summed up
his own impression of him by
Just describing him as a THORO-

UGH GENT LEMAN- a rare
dccolade indeed,

G, A GNANAMUTTU
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the area. Some of us were as-
sociated with him in the dia-
logues he organised between
adherents of the differeat faiths
on their respective insights in-
to moral and social issues.
His exposition in the Press of
some ef the more difficult con-
cepts of Hinduism revealed not
only a rare sensitivity of under-
standing, but also an ability
to coavey profound truths in
the language of the layman.

He was a live wire of t{he
Ceylon Institute of National and
Tamil Affairs (CINTA), a group
consisting of retired semior go-
vernment servants, lawyers, aca-
demics et al, engaged in study,
documentation and dialogue on
eurrent national issues. Retna.
nandam worked with those who
prepared the doeuments and saw
to their publication and distri-
bution, travelling almost entjre-
ly by public transport er on
foot. His commitment to peace
with justice found further eX~
Pression in his many articles
to the Press, which were forth-
right, mnd factual but without

a trace of emotion or bias.
His coneern for the undert
previleged  manifested itself
in 2 practical manner when
he worked with the Rev. Fr
Michael Catalano, $J, on a

project of rehabilitation of the-
se¢ who lived on the Baaks of
the Wellawatte Canal. Tt was
not everyene who kmew that he
did wot leave his home for the
day until he had completed
household shores that would
have taxed the energies of a
much younger man.

At the Service of Thanksgi-
ving held in his honour at the
Moor Road Memoria] Church,
Wellawatte, where he had been
a regular worshipper, a Hindy
High Court Judge, who had pe.
en a fellow disciple of Swamy

tion movements, soeial and pol-
tical. The Minister in charge of
the Church was reminded of the
words of St paul, who had
fought the goed fight, Tun the
good race and kept the Faith.
Retnanandam had foaght clesa,
he had set out mot to win the
race, but to rup it to a finish,
and he had been firmly rooted
to his faith in Christ.

I should like to make my own
additions to this eatalogue of
his virtues - his refusal to be
ever embitiered or to deviate
from his commitment te peace
and non-violence, aad the in-
domitable courage with which
he faced pain and suffering-
One noted the first of these
qualizies in his discipiined com-
tributions to the press oo mat-
ters that greatly affected him
and his people, and in his re-
lationship with persons with
whom he weuld enter into hea-
ted arguments on religion amd
politics and with whom he
would very violently ‘disagres.
His faith and his fortitude we-
re most manifest during his
long drawa out last iunqgg’
when, he had to undergo five
major operations for a recur
ring ailment, but contrived in
between to write to local and
foreign jourmals, or to walk to
his church and sit through long
sessions of meditation and pra-
yer for peace in our land. His
last years wecs lomely. his wife
having predeceased him by a
few years. and the permit that
was to enable him ta join ks
children ia a foreign Jamd arrj.
ving, ironically, just a few days
before his death.

[ cannot ead this tribute to
my friend better than by say-
ing with the Hindu High Cou-
rt Judge, May he rest in peace,

G .A .Gnapamuttu

Teach Me the Art of Tolerance.....

Open my mind O God
With unlimited love
That | may patiently
Consider the variety of precepts
Evolving from differsmt human experiences
Increase im my heart
The desire to break away
From all small and partizal rightness
While holdiag on to your truth
Which neither has boundaries nor fences
Teach me the art of tolerance

And beyond toleran ce;

the only way forward

Towards a aew creation
For they are necessary not only

For our wel being but

also for our survival

Let me never resist aor persecute
Nor even discriminate acainst anyone
For what they consider to be real
Except when that sustains and breeds

Injustice and

intolerance.

Henry Viopap
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