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Navaly Church

The Navaly CS1 Church
Youth League members had their
appudl pienic at the Casuvarina
Beach en 29-1.83. The programme
for the day began at the camp
House with Devotions lad by
Rev. S. P. Jeyasingham, the Pres-
byter of the Navaly Church.

The campites were then
durded into two groups — the
Kulendran group and the Am-

balavanar group, with groups with
their respective ‘ captains’. Games,
Intelligence and Bible Ouiz and
General knowledge competitions
were held among the groups,

The day was spant usefully,
with the campites, a large number
enjoying every bit of the pro-
gramme drawn out for the day.
The games were organised by
S, S. Arnold.

The Local Government
Elections

A total 50 Municipalities and
Urban Councils will go for the
polls on 1:6-83 en the propor-
tional representation basis, The
first and second names on the list

will ha=

r or Chairman and
Vice Chairman, as the cage may
ba.

Some 1.2 million voters will
be eligible to vote (over an eighth
of the total number of persons
in the electoral register). Those
who were eligible to vote at the
Presidential Election or the Re-
ferendum will not be able to ex-
ercise their vote at the Local
Government Elections as all re-
gisters have been compiled on the
1981 Parliamentary Register.

In the Northern part of the
country the following Municipal
Councils and Urban Councils will
go for the polls: The Jaffoa
M. C. (66,921 voters), Chavakach-
cheri U.C. (12.059), Pt. Pedro
U. C. (10,928), Valvetithurai
U.C. (8972) and Vavuniya
U. C. (9265).

The highest number of voters
in the Tsland will bs in the
Colombo Municipal Council which
bas a voting strength of 321,244,

The Peradeniya University
Rumpus

A Committee comprising Mr,
C. V. Udalagama, retired Suprems
Court Judge, Mr, Nael Seneviratoe,
a former Director of Education
and Mr. L, R. L. Perera, a for-
mer Deputy Directar of Agricul.
ture has been appointed to in-
quire ‘ate the disturbances at the
Peradeniya  University following
the Etiudent’s Elections in De.
cembe: 1982,

A total of 32 memoranda has
been riceived by the Committes
which bas commenced sitting on
26-1-8: under the Chairmanghip
gf Mr. C, V. Udalagama.

The Annpual General Meeting
of the JCU was held at Trim-
mer Hall recently, presided over by
Mr. J. G. Arasaratnam, the Vice
President of the Union.

The following Office Bearers
were elected for this year . —

President — Mr. ], G. Arasa-
ratnam.

Vice-Presidents — Rev. Sam
Thampoe, Mr. Sam S, Sathaseevan.

General Secretary — Rev. S, N.
Sugunananthan,

Assistant Secretary — Rev. }
Sarvanandan,

Treasurer — Mr. W. G. An.
nappah.

An Executive Committee of
12 members was also elected at
the meeting,

Twice in One Year

The Government bopes to
present two budgets in 1983, the
first one on March 8 expected to
include the *Vote on account for
1983 ' that was passed in Novem-
ber, 1982 to provide for govern-
meot expenditure in the absepce
of a formal budget due teo the

At

According to a statement re-
ported to have beenm made by the
Minister of State the budget pro:
posals on March § would be
announced as usual ''after the
markets closed for the day.”

The Committee stage of the
Budget will shortened to reduce
the exhaustion of members who
have to go through ecommittee
stage debates twice in one year,

The second Budget will be
the usual year end Budget to
cover 1984,

Job Categories Slashed
in Australia

The Australian Goyernment
has decided to cut the intake of
skilled migrants frem last maonth
by slashiog the job categories
from 53 to just eight,

Definitely out, we learn, are
the ' prestigious fields " — Doctors
{including Specialists ), Engineers,
Lawyer’s, University lecturers and
Accountants.

Alse in the 'no-entry’ cate-
gory are people who went in
droves to Australia during the last
ten years. Nurses, nursing aides,
electricians, lab technicians, metal
workers etc.

There seems to be still, how-
ever, a dire need for Secretariss
and Stenos. Also 'welcome' ac.
cording to a 300 page ' Occupa-
tional Demand Schedule " are pas-
try cooks, trained waiters and
waitresses, precision instrument
mekers computer programmers and
* prosthetic and orthodontic tech-
nicians "',

Thessa  shortages,
vary from state to state,

however,

Clergy and Parliament :

The General Synod of the
Anglican Church of England has
asked in a 181 .147 vote that
the government end the ban on
Anpglican clergy in England and
Scotland, clergy of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
and Roman Catholic clergy from

taking seats, if elected, to the
UK. Parliament,
Australia - Census ;

In 1977, several Australian

denominations, including Methodists

furmgd the Uniting Church in
Australia. But in the latest
Australian Census, 3.4 per eent

of the population (500,000 nearly)
describe their church membership
as ‘Methodist' while ' uniting
is the cheice of 4.9 per cent,
(about 700,000), Threeqnarters of
Australians told the census takers
they ars Christians, while 10.8
per cent said they have no religious
affiliation and another 11.4 per
cent inadeguately answered the
voluntary question. The " po
affiliation”  category has risen
from 6.7 per cent in 1971,

——— e e

Wedding

The marriage of Premachan-
dran, son of Mr. and Mrs, Kanapa-
nayagam of Jaffna and Jeevaranee

only daughter of Mr. Vivian
Namasivayam and the late Mrs.,
Namasivayam of Uduvil was

solemnised at the Wduvil Charch
on 28:1-83 at 4.30 p. m,

Rev. N. W. G. Sugunarajah

performed the nuptial ceremony.
Rev, ]J. Sarvanandhan, Vicar of
St. Jebn’s Chureh, Chundiculi

preached the homily.
Rajaselvan — Alagaratoam

Anion Rajaselvan, Electrical

Engineer Cement Factory, Kan-
kesanthurai, and Cynthis Alaga-
ratnam  of Aseervatham Lape

Jaffna were joined in holy matri-
mony at St. John's Church, Chun-
diculi on 2-2.83.

Rev. ]J. Sarvanandhan, the
Vicar of St. John’s Church per-
formed the nuptial ceremony. Rev.
D. S, Thiagarajab from the Nuna-
vil Church preached the homily,

“ Minority Tamils”
want university reservations

“The Minority Tamils” re-
presenting as the group «claims
27 per cent of the Tamils in the
North have made represemtations
to the government that they should
be given a 30 per cent allocation

in selection to universities under
the 55 per cent district quota
system. The admissions revealed,

they claim, that of the 101 Tamil
students selected for the medical
Faculty in 1982 (on the results
of the 198l examination) not
ope was & member of the ' mino-
rity group "',
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IN MEMORIAM

IN Everroving Memory

OF

James Chinnathamby
Sabaratnam

Born: 20th October 1897
Departed to glory -
9th February 1978

The lave you showered so warm
and tender
I'n our hearis we shall treasure
And youy life lived to the Jullest
With courage patience and
steadfast faith,

14, Church Road,
Chavakachcheri.

Personal

Mr. Rabindranath Joseph, Ae-
countant, Velonas Ltd,, left the
island on 26.1-83 for the States,
He and his wife Arul Ruba (nee
Pathmanabban) of Tellippalai,

permanent residence in Californis

Rabindranath is the son of
Mr., and Mrs. A, S, Joseph of
Uduvil and is an old boy of
Jaffoa College.

The Jaffna Public Library

The Peradeniya University
bas donated to the Jaffna Public
Library & sum of Rs, 3597, fa
the Jaffoa Library in the name
of the Association at the Univer-
sity for the promation of pational
harmony in Sri Lanka., The gift
was handed over in person to the
Mayor of Jaffna, Mr. Rajah Visu-
vanathan by representatives of the
Association.

Opinion -
On ‘Ration cards’

The government stands by its
policies of an open economy and
liberalised imports. It has given
the private trade its own dus
place within the framework of its
economic policies. But it certainly
will not tolerate any attempt by
any aspiring monopolistic ring to
hold the public to ransom and
discredit the government...... Do
the authorities koow that thoms-
ands, nay lakhs of house holders
have list, misplaced or thrown
away their cards because the
government has shouted frem the
house tops that the era of ration
books is over.

Is it not an irony of fate
that the Government that hed
ridiculed the Kobbekaduwa offer

to issue ration cards is compelled
to issue them and ask people to
queue up at the co-ops?

( Tribune 29-1.83.)
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EDITORIAL The Bicknells at Vaddukoddai
National Unity John Bicknell (Jur.) and Evan- to the country in the sphere

4.2.83 is National Day of Sri Lanka, with a two fold signifi-
cance. It sees the country celebrating the 35th year of Independence,
and also inducting ceremoniously and rapturously Fresident Jeyawar-
dene into his second year of Office as the Elected Executive Presi-
dent of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,

The theme of the celebrations, we are happy to note, ist ' nation-
building’, The 'lead float’ of a pageant ef eleven ' floats ' will portray
this theme on 6-2-83 in Kandy, in a colourful and significant parade.

From old records available with us, we were able te get & ‘flash
back’ of the First Independence Day Celebrations in Sri Lanka in 1949,

Messages of good will wers borne on the historic oecasion by
four of the island’s athletes, drawn from four of major communities,
These Messages were handed over to the Prime Minister (then Mr.
D. S. Senanayake, the first Prime Minister of Sri Lanka) at a climac-
tic ceremony at Independence Square on 4:2-49 at 4,15 p. m.

One of the four messages Was from Pi. Pedro in the North

earried by an athlete from Jaffna.

How all of us wish that such a symbolic act had been possible
this year in place of the fast of university undergraduates in the
Jafina Campus and the chromic cenfrontation of security forces with
civilians #t the North, which has seen its climax a few days before
our National Day when the District Judge of Pt. Pedro (from where the
Northern good will message was carried to Colombo on the first
National Day in 1949) was detained with his wife for half an houwr in
the strest, although, according to news reports, the judge had esta-
blished his identity which, we are sure, would have beem, " beyond
all reasonable doubt”.

Of the governments that have been in power since 1948, Pre-
sident Jeyawardenma's UNP party has had the singular distinction af
being the only government since Independence of being voted to power
for two suecessive terms. .

1t is also the only government which has, in its Manifesto (1977)
recognised the rights of minorities and pledged to remove their dis-
abilities, having already made some serigus attemps in that direction.

Thess are indisputable credentials for this governmet for under-
taking the mission of forging natiopal unity in this country —a mis-
sion in which few governments up to now bave achieyed any signi-
figant measure of success.

Emotional responses to the Eelam cry and to reports of ' terror-
tsm’ in the North (some of which have been found to be unrelated
to Eelam or 'ferrorism’) have uafortunately cloaked the actual situa-
tion in the North and prevented the government from fulfilling its
pledges to the minorities or in examining more closely the Prevention
of Terrorism Act as it operated in the North with some of its pre-
sent ramifications,

It would certainly be unrealistic for national unity to be forged,
without a continuing Dialogue with the TULF. But according to a
speech reported te have been made at Kadduvan recently by Mr, A.
Amirthalingam, the Secretary General of the Party, the TULF has
pot entered into a dialogue with the goveroment since the Presiden-
tial Election and wonld not enter, till the question of the palitical
detenues is settled.

With regard to the response ef political parties to the government
request for a Special Parliamentary Committee to discuss ‘' National
Unity”, it (the response) could best be described as feeble,

Iha TULF has postponed all outstanding issues {ill its Conven-
tien in April. The SLFP in homilectic vein bas said that the mat-
ter is not for political action but for action by religious and cultural
organisations. The CP has, as uswal, harped on the pgovernments
capitalist structure as an impediment for all its progressive schemes,

It is important that new initiatives and new attitudss must break
through the thick layers of inflaxible positions of political parties if
pational unity is to be forged. There appears to be yet a long way
to go, to achieve this goal in Sri Lanka,

In the meanwhile the youth beswilderment in the country, in our
view, is a matter which his pightmarish implications if it
contained in time.

is not

According to the CDN of 2-2-83, Several Sri Lankan youth de-

siguatec‘! as ''non status refugees” are currently finding '‘cold com-
fort in .Canada on a dole of 20 dollars per week, to keep them
from starving or dying in the loog Canadian winter., The 'dole’ is

part of funds raised by immigration aid groups in Montreal.

It would, no doubt, be cold comfort for the pavernment and the
people of .bri Lanka to read this tale of woe on the eve of our own
National Day celebrations, with its attendant festivities.

; J.E'limr. Donald Woods, one of South Africa s outspok:n journa-
lists, speaking about the Africaans’ mentality once said;—

o = I 2
Like the Kremlin, they think the enimy is wcrds., But
1he‘enumy is thoughts. You can't legislate a rainst thouihts, You
can’t detain them or ban them or réstrict them 2

) TWa have lo.saa that the thoughts of our Yuth are mit against
us it oattosal miity is to be & reality in the ceintry,

geline Bicknell have completed
three of their public assignments —
meeting the members of the [ixe-
cutive Committee of the Jafloa
College Alumni  Association, in
Colombo the Soccer Match in their
honour (St. Patricks vs, Jaffna
College) at the Bicknell grounds
Vaddukoddai and the Garden party:
reception and group photograph
of the Jaffoa College Alumni
Association, the Parent Branch.
Two more events are in the
offing — the Cross Country Fes-
tival on February 18 and the
College Prize Giving on March 12.

Rev. John Bicknell's Prize
Day Reports, we remember,
were in a elass by themselves.
He once happened to spend

a holiday in Kandy with Mcleod
Cambell, then Principal of Trimi-
ty College, Kandy and took hold
of the occasion to invite the great
educationist as the Chief Guest at
the Jaffna College Prize Giving
that year. Dr. (Miss) Isabella
Curr, of Inuvil Hespital, was in-
vited to distribute the prizes.
Introducing the Chief Guests
to the distinguished gathering pre-
sent, Mr. Bicknell (Snor) said
something to this effect:— [The
writer was then a student at the
college and does not remember

the exact words but was enly
impressed by the novelty of
the introduction.] “Had the

request of the Board of Directors
of Jaffna College to grant the
institution University status been

heeded by the government, I would

this evening have said:— On
you, Mr. Cambell in recognition
of your great services to Educa.
tion in this country, I confer on yon
the Honorary Degree of Dactor of
Philosophy admitting you to all its
rights and privileges and on you
Dr. (Miss) Curr for your services

Jaffna  College

Sports and extra-curricular activities :

A large pnumber
participated in the many con-
tests held by the wvarious bo-
dies in Jafina, Sri Lanka and the
Department of Education and
several first, second and third
places were obtained in a wide
range of competitions viz: Scieace
contests, Western Music, English
and Tamil oratory, English drama,
net-ball, table tennis and badmin-
ton. The major games of Cricket,
Soccer, Athletics, Hockey and ten-
nis too have had impressive re-
cords.

of students

Immediate past students :

It is encouraging to note
that the students in the Indian
Christian colleges have taken on
outstanding leadership roles in
Sports, Music, Theology, Literary
Associations, Tamil research and
Christian  activities, Very good
reports have been received about
these students,

Of the recent students in the
London A. L. and other classes
admissions have been recorded in
the Universities of Sheffield, Sou-
thampton and London in U. K,
and Buflalo, California, Connecti-
cut, Maryland, and Colorado in
|8 pST

of health T confer the Degree of
Literature, admitting
rights and privi-

Doctor of
you to all its
leges.”’

On another occasion, Mr
Bicknell was away on furloogh
and Mr. J. V. Chelliah, M. A., the
Acting Principal presented the An-
nual Report at the Prize Giving.
Mr. Chelliah, with an educational

fervour and eloquence, matching
those of his semior colleague
with whom he had worked

for many years, said in his Re-
port " Had I been a Hitler, I
would reduce the numbers at Jaff-
pa College to five hundred™.
[The number then was in the re-
gion of 700.] Mr. Chelliah made
this comment in the context of
his plea for improving the gwality
of Education in our sechools.

Mr. Bicknell, on his return
next year, referred to Mr. Chel-
liah's. report of the previous year
before he (Mr. Bicknell) wrate
his own report for the current year.
Basing his comments on what
Mr, J. V. Chelliah had written
during his regime as Aeting Prin-
cipal, Mr. Bicknell gave the fol-
lowing significant reply :—

" Mr. Chelliah had said last
year that, had he been a Hitler,
he would reduce the pumbers at
the college to five hundred. To-
day, a greater than Hitler in the
form of the global Depression had
relieved him of his task”. [The
numbers at Jaffna College bad
dropped significantly during the
Depregsion.. -

e da hops,
{Jnr.) will, from the same plat-
form from which his father kept
enthralled so many audience
have something very uplifting and
arresting to say at the Jaffoa
College Prize Giviog on 16-3-83.

— The Bdstor,
Technical Institute :

The Technical Institute has
made much headway. An impres-
sive Administration Block was
opened recently and a suite of.
buildings to house students and
staff too were ready for use. A
spacious playground too has been
provided and the Assembly Hall
and Library will be ready in the
course of this year, Course in
computer  science, refrigeration
technology and classes for the
C.E.I. exams Part 1 have also
been introduced, Special courses
in English have also been intra-
troduced, Competent and qunliﬁgd
instructors have been appointed. .
Agriculture Institute :

A 50 acre farm settlement has
been initiated in Sothanthirapuram
in the Paranthan —Mullaitivu area
and the sinking of tube wells are
being explored. A member of the
staff Mr. T. Vickneswargn is un-
dergoing intense training in practi-
c¢al farming in Japan under the
auspices of the Christian Confer-
ence of Asia and will be back
this year to handle the pew pro-
ject which is now being super-
vised by the Principal of the
institute.

New buildiigs are also being
planned to hovse the school at
Maruthanamadan and land ha$
been acquired for the purpose.
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