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NOTICE.
THE JAFFNA COMMERCIAL CORPORA-

TION LITD.

OFFICE BANK HALL SEA STREET JAFFNA,
The Company Opens Cnrrent accounts with sums of
ot less than Ra. 100 and allowsinterest at 2 por cent
per annom on minimum Monthly balances of Ras.500
ard npwards.
Fixed deposits received on following ferms:—
For 12 months Interest at 6 0/0 per annum allowed
i, i 5 3 3 B 55
w 3 " . 3 " " »
-Approved bills discounted woney advanced on

pledges.
Bemittances can be made te and from Colombe

Colombo Bankers, the Natiopal Bank of India.
Cheques and foreign drafts and bills of exchange on
the Colombo Banks cashed.
Island and foreign goods imported on commission
@ffca hours from 10-30 A. M. to 4 P. M.
Wu: MATHER
Managing Director

-
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA.

Orpex Nist,

. Testamentary
No 836

Jarisdiction
Class T

In the Matter of the Estats of the late

Chinnattankam wife of Ramaliukam of Vannarponnai
Decensed
Ravanna Mana Ana Runa Ravanna Mana Vellaiyan
Chetty of Yannsrponnai

Petitiorer
Vs
Chuppiramanyar Ramalivkam of Vannarponnai
Respondant.

This matter of the Petition of Ravaona Mana Ana
Runa Ravanna Mana Vellaiyan Chetty praying for
Letters of Administratien to the estate of the above-
named decensed Chinnatankam wife of Ramalinkam
of Vannarponnai eoming on for disposal before Samuel
Haughton Hsquire, District Judge, on the 23rd day of
April 1897 in the presence of Messrs Casippillai &
Cathiraveln Proctors on the purt of the Petitioner and
the affidavit of the Petitioner dated the 2lst day of
April 1887 haviag been read, it iz declared that the
Fetitioner is a creditor of the said intestate and is
entitled to have Letters of Administration to the estate
of the said Intestate issued to him unless the Re-
spondent or any other person shall on or, before the
3lst day of May 1897 show sufficient cause to the
satisfaction of this Court te the contrary,

Signed this 23rd day of April 1897

SAMUEL HAUGHTON
District Judge
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THE SITUATION IN SOUTH-
BASTERN BEUROPE
——

The (retan question has come to a head, sxd
Turkey apd Greece are embarked in war. The
Cencert of Burope has not been able to avert
it he failare of the Concert to achieve its
alleged purposes is not strange seeing that the
Powers are too selfish to actin harmony with
one another. For more than half-a-century, it
has been the degire of Burope to drive away the
hated Turk from that continent, buf the mutnal
jealonsies of the Great Powers and their
distrust of one another have been the salva-
tion of the Sultan, If they conld agree on a
schems for partitioning Ottoman tervitory, with-
oub a disturbancs of the balance of power, and
consequant war among them, the presence of
the “Infidel” in Europs would be a thing of the
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past. But happily for the
tims when hig preseace in  Earops began
to exercise the minds of the English,
P:rench. Austrians, and Germans—it was after
Furope recovered from the blow inflicted hy
Napolen—they stood in constant femr of Rus
sian aonexation of the Tuarkish dominions
_lf Turkey has not shared the fate of Poland, it
ig becauae tha European Powers have not come
to an nunderstanding as to how the apoils are
to be divided. Turkomans hold sway in
Burope not by means of their intrinsio strength
nor by the sense of justice of the Burepean
Powers, but becanse tha peace of Hurope could
be maintained only by maintaining the integrity
of tha Ottoman Fmpire. In 1856, the yenr
of the Treaty of Paris, Burops guaranteed the
mteerity of the Turkish Empire. But in 1378,
by the Treaty of Berlin, Servia, Bulgaria, and
Ronmarnia wers erected into separate kingdoms
under the nominal suszérainty of the Sultan,
and other slices were cut away from Ottoman
territory, so that, sinee 1856, Turkey in Europs
has loat overonehalfof its tarritory and uearly
bwo thirds of ifs population. All this has been
done for *‘consolidating’® the Turkish Bmpire.
Now. Tarkey is engagad in war against Greece,
owing to the action of the latter in Crete.
Turkey is likely to come out of the struggle
victorions, but the Powars have daclared that
they will not allow her to profit by the war,
She also bids fair to lose Crete. The Powers
are considering the gquestion of
antonomy to that Island with the reservation
of & nowinal suzerainty to the Sultan.

Sultan, at a

During the last decade or =o, the influence
of Rassia inthe Councils ol*urope hasconsider-
ably increased, and thatof England has been on
the decline. The will of the ‘‘Autocrat of all
Russias’’ is the most important factor which
goes to determine the policy of Europe as
regards Torkey. Tt was the atlitede of
Ruseia, coupled with the vacillation of Eng-
land, that stood in the way of a final gfjust-
ment of the Armenian guestion, a year alNtwo
ago. The general belief in Earopean polifical
circles is that, as regards her relations. with
Turkey, Russia occupies the place hitherto
ocenpied by England. The latter conntry has
always opposed the policy of Russia in South-
Hastern Euarope, and it is not to ba wondered
at that, once Ruossia sats haerself rizht with
the Sultan, she will make useof her influance
to cause an estrangement between Turkey and
England. However that may be, the fach
remaing that the politicians of England have
now bidden fairwell to the policy of gua-
ranteeing the integrity of the Ottoman Empire
—n policy which they strennously puarsued
even ginee they joined hands with the Turks
in the Crimean War, more than forly years
ago, and for which they obtained Cyprus, frem
the Sultan, by the Treaty of Berlin. Judging by
recent telegrams, the leaning of Germany
appears to bein favour of Turkey, while Austria
‘has, eo far, not commilted herself to any
line of poliey, though the visit of the Amstrian
Emperor to the (zar, a this juncture, looks
rather ominons. France ig friendly with Ruesia,
and is the staunchest enemy of England on
the Egyptian question. Still, Reuter informs us
that France bas warned the Sultan that she
wonld be ocompelled to defend Greece, if
Turkey advances further in that country.
Italy i sure to follow the example of England.
What the upshot of these likes and dislikes
will be a few more days will reveal, but with
South A frieen tronbles ataring England in the
face, she is not likely to devote as much

giving

attention fo Kuaropean politics as she woenld
otherwise do.
The Snltan’s Government ig
credited with being intolaraut tnwardfen(?;:}i{
tians, and almost every yaar we hear of Chrin-
tians being persecated in Tarkey. Last yea
we ha.dcv)vhat iitl known as the Armehinn ifa:’
szeres. On such occasions, nat onl feliing
die, but Mohammadans also, Wh:ny tfahl;::ha?}:
the Armerian massacres wag started yth.
whole of Harope condemned what i 'ca.]]ed
Turkish oppressien and misruls, even Mr,
Gladstone joining in the censure, At "5 Yacer
stage of the Armemian agitution, it wag found
by a Commission of [nqniry, in whose con-
clusions some of the Powers concurred that
the Armenians also wers to blame in the m.s.tmr
and Turkisk misrale, real or fancisd, wag not
altogether aniwerable for the bloodshed. It 18
not always easy to ascertain the trath of the
vharges preferred against the Snltan’s Govern-
ment by his Christian subjects. Among Chris-
tiana themselves there are instsnces of Catholics
expressing  dissatisfaction with tha laws of
their Protestant rulers and vico verss, Ireland
scouses England of tyraury, and Eogland
accuses Ireland of disloyalty. But as [reland
is not & buffer state, and Eagland is a most
‘wulthy and powerful nations, Catholio Euarope
is silent on what the Irish call their griav.
ances. The case of Turkey is otherwise, The
Sultan is regarded as an intrudsr into Chrishen-
dom. His presence there is unwelcoma both
to @atholics and Protestants, From  the ia-
formation farnished to us by the Europeam
press, it i reasonable to conclnde that the
Christiana' in His Majesty's territories, far from
being wsatisfied with Tarkish ruls, are opposed
to it. They are conscious that they are the
only white Christian population in  this wide
world that is subject to the rale of an “5ufidel’”
monarch, and if they wake ont a strong ocase
of persecution and misgoveroment, the sym-
pathy of Hurope will be enlisted on their be-
half. It is also stated with what trath we
know not that Christian clergymen encourage
and support their followers in their mcts of
insubordination to the Sultan’s rule, Jf the
Hindns and Buddhists of Ceylon should, every
now and then, resist the anthority of their Eng-
lish masters, we koow what the bunsted Chris-
tianity of the Euaglish Governmeént will do—
witness what took place.in India in 1857, when
many an imnocent Hindu was shot down along
with the guilty. If Christians are the cause
of the religious feuda and fighta that take place
in Turkey, we do not know why the Sultan
should be judged by a standard, different to
that which wonld be applied to Euogland, ex-
cept it be thab, Christians being the most pow-
erful and warlike nations on the faca of the
earth, might is regarded as right in their casd.
Under the Moghul rule of wore than one
hundred and fifty yearsago, when Protestants,
Catholics, Lintherans, Calvinigts, Puritars and
othersects were killing each other ia [lurope,
the Hindus were eomparatively better treated
in India than (Christiana are said to be im
Turkey in this enlightened age, when the
Sultan, unlike the Moghnl Emperors of
1ndia, is io constant dread ' of being deposed
by united Hurope. Self-interest, if nothing
else, would induce His Mujesty to adopt a jusk
and humane poliey towards his uon-}«lodem
subjects The conclusion is then irresistible that
Christian aggressiveness has as much to an-
swer for the bloodshed, which almost annually
takes place inyT'urkey, as the fanaticism of the
lower orders of Muhammadens. It can be fairly
teontinwed on the Mk pape)
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waph

presumed that the Muhammadan officials of
Tarkey genernlly act jostly and impartially to-
wards Christians, and 1t 1s when they mee$ with
any opposition to their authority from the latter,
they take harsh measures. Muhsmmadan fa-
naticism being once let loose, assumes large
proportions On oceasions of such outburst,
Muhammadan officials will naturally eide their
co-religionists, We know of several Huglish
officials who espoase the cause of Christian
Missionavies even when justice is on the side
of the HWindus ard Buddhists. The sting of
the slleged persecutions in Turkey lies perhaps
in the ifmability of the Saltan to cope with
Muhammadan fanaticism roused by Ohristian
apggresgiveness. Any how, it is too moch to
believe that the Saltan is the wmonster he is
represented to be by the Christian press. My
Amir Aliof Caleutta is ove of the Judges of
Her Majesty’s High Courl of Judicature, and ‘his
view of Islam and the position of affairs in
Tuarkey is diametrically opposed to that of the
Christian press. Whom are we to believe?
Most of our Indian (not Anglo-Indian) contem-
poraries take the same view as we do.

NOTES & COMMENTS,

Modern Christianity—We have always held
and expressed the opinion that, with a few
‘notable exceptions; modern Christiane do mos
earry oub the precepts of Christ, In onr last
1sgue, wo referred to individual and mational
breaches of Christ's terchings, and quoted the
Rev. Dr. Alger’s indictment against modern
Obristianity, puiblished in Dr. Barrows' Parlia-
ment of Religionz. Right-minded lay Christians
are more ready to expose the hollow profes-
-ziovs of modern Christianity than clergymen,
many -of whom bolster up rank bypocrisy. Tt
is admwitted on all hands thaé¢ rehgion does
rnof influence the actions of the Western na-
tiong either in the field of politics or com-
merce, and it is by no means a difficult task to
gauge its infleence on their every-day life and
doings. Tke social problems affecting Hurope,
dts eriminal stavistics, the character of ita
light litezature, the fight between capital and
labour, between landlords and tenauts, bat-
ween classes and maeses, all point
state of things that has no parallel in the
East. Be that as it may, it is gratifying to
find that the head of the Catholic Church dis-
approves, is unmistakable terms, of the prac-
tice, which is m yogue among the vast majo-
rity of Christians, of glossing over the failings
and fanlts of Christendom. One of the in-
stractions issnedby His Holiness to Dom Fran-
<is Gasguet, who is charged with the publi-
cabion of the Vactican document, isto publish
mothing bat the trath. His words are;—
“Poblish everything of inferest—everything
whether it tends to the discredit or the oredit
of the ecclesiastical authorities; for yon may
be sure that if the Gospels had been written
tn our day the treachery of Judas and the
denial of St Peter would have been suppressed
for fear of scandalizing Jweak consciences.”
The italica are ours. One of the reasons urged
by Dr. Barrows for the truth of Christianity
ig that the nations professing i sre the rich-
est and the most warlike on the face of the
earth!!!

The Mildness of the Hindu—The gentle na-
ture of the Hast is nowhere better :illustrated
than in the way slaves were treated befors the
total abolition of slavery in India. One of the
motives of the Indian Law (Commissioners
(Ecropenns) in advising the abolition of slay-
ery in India was their fear, to their credit be
it recorded, lest it would become greakly ag-
gravated under British rule. Thus in their
“Observations’’ on the evidence collected by
them, they say, in the Return of the 220d of
April 1841, at page 103:—*“Before, how_ever, we
proceed to point out the mischiefs which arise
out of slavery as it actually exists (in India),
we wish fo eall the attention of Government
to the probability under existing circumstances
of a different class of mischiefs springing up.
For although the hardships and oppressions
endured by the West Indian and the American
slaves have, generally speaking, no existence
in lndia, it appears to us that, now the coun-
try is open to the enterprise of European ca-
pitalists, if they are permitted to purchase and
hold slaves, a system may gradually grow up
not very dissimilar from that the abolition of
which bas cost the mother country so much
mouey and so much tronble in the other hemi-
sphers, A set of white masters working gangs
of black slaves for profit is an objeet which,
after looking threngh the history of slavery
in the West, we cannot contemplate wilhout
the strongest repignance; and in ]'n‘rupm-biml
to that feeling 1s the earnestness with which

to a |

we would urge the Government to prevent by
timely interposition, the possibility of sueh am
object being renlized (in India),” So writes The
Hindu, Our experience of the Huropean plan-
ters of Ceylon is that, generally, their denlings
with the coolies who work in theix estates are
characterized by a gpivit of gellishness, which
ia indieated by the impatience shown by the
Planters when auy measure is proposed by the
Government for safegmardiog the rights of the
Coolies

An English Review on morality in Eogland—
There are certain frank admissionsin the article
in the enrrent number of he Saturday Review
on the health of the Army in India to which the
attention of preachers of the{Chriatian G ospel may
be profitably directed. ‘It it be granted
54ys our contemporary, “that when slementary
Edacation (in Church schools only if you like)
and techuical education and free libraries and
the use of the vote have bad time ‘to transform
these Islands, the young men of great Britain
and Irelaud “will “love one maiden only, wor-
ship her by years of noble deeds nntil they win
her.” In the meantimeit is mnot 50; except,
perhaps, in the Catholic parts of Treland.
Nothing is more certain than that the vast M-
Jority of young Hnglishmen have neither the
tradition, the sentiment, nor the habif of sexual
continence.” 'The italics are ours. Apainst Dr,
Barrows' dithyramba on the ethical influence
of the creed of Christ that single sentence from
the Saturday Review submits a silent protest,
The Saturday Review knows of what it writes
when it writes of tha vast majority of the young
men of England The Hindu

The Lamentations of a Missionary body—Thae
Tamil cooly Mission laments +hat theseeds sown
by them among the Singhalese do not fall on
euch rich soil ag those among the Pamil Coolies,
The lstter are the scum and dregs of the Ta-
wil population of Southern India, and having
no idea of religion, worship an imaginary being
known as Muniandi,The Coelies work in Hstates
managed and Superintended by Horopeans who
aro Christians in a way, and being away from
their country do not come in contact with the

better £ of Tamils whose exdmple they can
follow, jarhalese villagers, on the other
hand, a Binghalese middle and np-
per el wob so much subjsct to the

undue influence of Ohristians as the Tamil Coolies
on the Estates. The Cooly Mission generally
gets ont from India for evangelical work a-
mong the Coolies, a eatechist or preacher of
the same hue and complexion as the coolies,
presumsbly a confrere of theirs, who had em-
braced Christisnity in his country. With the per-
mission and wnder the auspices of the Superin-
tendents, Christ ig preached unto the “heathen™
Cooly who, if he shows any geruples of
conseience to exchange Muniandi for Christ, is
cajoled into mocepting him by the Indian
preacher, who ggill not reeeive an increment
to his salary unless he shows to the Huropean
Missionary visible results of his work. After so
many yeara’ Christian work, the Mission has
secared 2749 Christians of whom only 929 are
communicants. It goes witkout saying that most
of these so-called converts, wher they go home,
will relapse into Muniandiism.

LOCAL AND .GENERAL.

Ruic—There were good showers of rain in
several parts of the Peninsula during last week.
The regular monsoon has not yet set in and
there are prognostications of heavy rain.

Donble Death—Bome three weeks ago a
washerman commitbed suicide having quarelled
with bis  wife. A week after, his widow,
lonsly and disconsolate, followed suif.

The Office Assistant—Mr. G, W. Woodhouse
is going to Colombo en six months® leave of ab-
sence. Who will succeed him is not yet known.
Mr. Woodhouse has endeared himself to all see-
tions of the Jaffna community by his sense of
justioe, strict impartiality, and affability. Though
at the time he began to act as Police Magistrate
he was inexperienced, at the latter stages of his
career he understood bia work thoronghly and
made an exemplary Police Magistrate. As of-
fice Assistant, while discharging his duties with
as much efficiency as any of his predecessors,
unlike some of them, he was kind and consider-
ate to all, giving every man his due. We hope
Mr. Woodhouse will enjoy the holiday he has so
well earned and return to the district in renswed
health and vigour.

tors of Concher—Mr. G, W.Woodhouse,
Df}iiip;fssiatnnh. Mr.: Lndowviei, District Engi-
peer, Mr. P, A. Maartenez, Sub-Collector of I't,

P

l';oI({]ro, and Mr. Py, Leembroggén, Sub-allector
zf rhu.ng‘aaa.m-uru have been appointed Inspectors
he (joaches Hying in the several districts o

the Northern Pravince.

kMrS‘K. Lawtot—\We understand that thig
Sl nr_:d populse Jaffun  Artist and P
grapher is proceeding to Batticalon, by 1

tion, to talee photogiaphs of some of the le
residents of thut town.

. I _i.w (juverpment gent—Tt ia gaid that MT.
F. C. Fisher is to £5 on cireait ina tew days. We
|1ndel~r.‘iliar|[] that befora he leaves Town he will
preside ab a meeting of the inhabitants of Jaffoa
to he held for raising fundsfor the Jubilea,
Want of Latrines—Me, I adghton,as Addition-
al Polics Magistrate, the othar day, declined to
punish & man who was said o have eased
h!'.!lﬂﬁ"f withio the Police limits and discharged
bim witha warning, He held that,in the absence
of public latrines in Jaffna,it was unreagonable
to punish such offenders. The lay camnot;
require & man to do an impossibility, man #
naving to transact some businessin  the \lown
starts from his house in the morning and has o
remain there {ill the evening, Tn the mean
while, he must either resist the calls of nature or
run the risk of being pounced upon by the Police,
Here is a nut to be crecked by those who taunt
the advocates of a Loceal Board with selfishness.
Quot homines tot sententiae, But, it ig the duty
of our paternal Government to find out what
the people require and sapply it.

A new Magazine—We have to acknowladge
with thanks the receipt of the first number of.
*The Magazive of the Chuliparam Euogligh 4
Institution, Jaffua.”” Its get up leaves noth.
ing to be desired. The printing has been well
-done by Messrs Thompson & co, Madras, The
frontispiece conbains a phobograph of the Jatas
lamented S, Kanagaratna Mudaliyar,the found-
er of the Tnstitution. The space at onr command
cannob permit of onr raviewing it at length and
we refer our readers to. the Magaziae itself
which affordsveryuseful and interesting reading.
The“Institationarynotes’’give a detailedaceonnt
of the work done in the school Just year with—#
the names of the prize-books and prize-men,and
are followed by a Report of the Institution for
the official year ending October 1896, The Chn.
lipuram English Institution supplies a long-felt
want in the Western divisions ef Jaffoa, The
operations of the school authorities for 1805, ("
which are satisfactory as well as encouraging,
cannot butinduce our conntrymen, seme of whom
are sceptical of the snccess of nativé undertsl-
ings,to support the Institution not only by send-
ing their boys to it but also by contributions in
cash towards the new building.

———
SWAMI VIVEKANANDA,

The following by an eémineut English poet, is
a remarkable pisce of word painting enabling
one to realise within a small eompass, the
Swami's persopality end teaching. We desire
our readers to pouder on every line carefully—
the whole is a sermon in itself.

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA,
An ochire-colonred garment robed him round
Ag, propliet-like, he moved within our midst,
Flooding each seeking sonl with that true light
That shone through all earth’s ages, and still shines
Ahove all clouds of creeds and lack of creeds.
His voies, sonorons-sweet, or spoke or sung
Of The Etercal OneJthe God in Man,
The God of all, in all; 8 Fatherhood
* gupreme; Fraternity inwio]npe

List'ming, men's former foolieh fancies fled;

Their, little, fesble thoughts, 1:ke bubbles, burst,
Yet, in their bursting caught, from that fair light

¥resh colowur and fresh form.
‘T was thus we learned

How. of inTautine images of fear or faith,

To raise an edifice endaring; strong

As the strength of Him who built the worlds;

Founded in Him, by Him sustained cternal.

We thank him and we praise him that he brought
Gut fiam the East—whence wisdom wends its way
Into the waiting West,—bis loving heart,

Toyal in ev'ry pnlse to touch of truth,
In travail for our welfare.

~

o

In his face
Serenely steadfast, glowing with the light, 7
We saw aweet signs of sacred restiulness,
And moveless peacs, and mensumle_ss contont.
Stately he strodg by right of rectibude,
(‘rowned with great grace and charm and digniby
Full princely, and while hamblest hearts he drew
Most hanghty epirits to his spell sucenmbed
His eyes, anon, flashed with the" scorn ef scorn’;
Anon, in seas of sympathy they swam.
His words melodious stirred the sluggish soul
Tnto desire to breathe the breath of life;
His utterance & wid'ning worship woke 2
Therefore, for all, we thank him and we praise.
Fric Hamumonn

(Correspondant)
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