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“Listen to the Young Plea
in the IYY

Older people might learn
something if they could ma-
nage to keep their mouths
shut rather more ia 1985 and
listen o the young, the Arch-
bishop of York suggests in his
*' Diocesan leaflet.”

And pointing out resigned-
ly that 1985 is * International
Youth Year', Dr. Habgood
urges “ Don’t vawn...Don't
yawn because being bored and
boring is. in the eyes of young
people one of the sins of adult-
hood ".

The Archhishop recalls a
Lankashire survey which show-
ed that a few tecenagers in
the Churches feel frustrated
because they were limited to
taking collections and teaching
(at too early an age) in Sunday
School, when what they want-
ed was “to have their say in
actually shaping the way things
happen“

~ The Church as a whole
must accept gladly that young
‘people are an integral part of
1t. Br. Hihloml says and the
v - i 24 "HB' m

the best of

which demands
them "

But the Archbhishop follows
up this piece of advice with
a word of warning about what

he says 15 one of the major
characteristics of youth — “non-
atickability ”. And he cautions
“Too much nervousness about
‘whether we can manage to
hold voung people within the
worshipping congregation can
actually help to frighten them
away-

Church like home, should
always be there and welcom-
ing without being suffocated.
Dr. Habgood counsels * The
style of .rather casual commit-
ment fits the condition of those
who are still anxiously dis-
covering who they are and
where their affections lie.

The Ceylon Church-
May — June 1985.]

[ Courtesy :
FHLATTE.

Uduvil Church

Ariapooshanam — Vythilingam
The marriage was solempised
at the Uduvil Chureh on Mon-
day, 26th of August, [985, of
Bobby Jebaraj, eldest som of Mr.
P. R. Ariapooshanam and of the
late Mrs, P. R. Ariapooshanam of
Manipay and Rosemalar Vythi-
lingam, daughter of Mrs. Vythi-

lingam and of the late Mr. Vythi.

lingam, ©f South Erlalai.

Rev, D. C. Ratnasingam offi-
ciated assisted by
Sam Alfred.
sun,
lai Church preached the Lomily,

Sevak Rev.
Rav. A. V. Jesutha.
Presbyter of the ooutd Erla-
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Editor’s Note

We regret that our issues af
Auvgust 16 and 23 could not be
prioted in time owirg to our in-
ability to cope with the prevail-
ing conditions affecting our work.

The Ashram Anniversary

The Annual Anniversary
Celebrations of the Christa Se-
va Ashram, Chunnakam came
off on the V adnesday the 2lst
of August, 985

The celebrations commenc-
ed with the Holy Communion
Service at 6a. m. Sevak Rev.
Sam Alfred officiated at the
Service, assisted by Rev. T. S
Premarajah.

After the Service there was
a tormal opening for use of a
Water Tank, donated hy Mrs.
5, Ranganathan for the Ash-
ram, The Rev. Joseph Sarva-
nandhan blessed the tank and
the donor ceremoniously de-
clared it open for use.

At the Service at the re-
novated Baptismal Font in
front of the Chapel, six youth
teteived Baptism by Immer-
sion. Sevak Rev. Sam Alfred
@atﬁd assisted hy Rev, qu-

At the Thanksgiv’ring Ser-
vice which followed, Rev. D. C.
Ratnasingam preached the Ser-
mon.

The Public meeting in the
afternoon commenced with pra-
yer by the Rt. Rev. S Kulan-
dran. The speakers on the
occasion were Messrs. V. Guna-
ratnam and Joseph Thambira-
jah. The meeting ended with
Prayer and Benediction by the
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar,
Bishop of the J.D.C.:S L.

PR el "N

Sathiapuram Youth League

A public meeting organised by
the Sathiapuram Youth League
was held on the lOth of Augusg
at 3,30 p. m. in the Sathiapuram
Chapel hall. The occasion being
the presentation of a Volley ball
set and Badminton set by the
Uduvil ¥. M. C. A. to the Sathia-
puram Youth League.

The meeting was presided
over by Mrs. A. R. Thambiappah,
the Worker-in-.charge of Sathia-
puram. Mrs. Thambiappah in her
presidents] address mentioned the
close ties that existed between the
Youth of Sathiapuram and the
Udavil Y, M. C. A. and thanked
the Y, M. C. A, for the "help ren-
dered by them to Sathimpuram,

Mr. L. S. C. Canagasingham,
the President of the Uduwvil ¥, M,

C. A. was the Chief Guest. Mr.
Canagagingham in his talk ex
plained what - the Y. M.C, A,

movement was and also the type
of work that was being done by
the Uduvil Y, M.C. A. He also
stated that he was pleased that
wany frow Satbiepurapm  were

members of the Udavil ¥.M.C.A.
Mr, P. L. Patrick, Vice-president
of the Uduavil ¥, M.C. A, Mr.
Prince Ratnam, Honoy. Gen, Secre*
tary of the Uduvil ¥.M.C.A. and
Mr. Jeganathap alse addressed the
meeting. The Vote of Thanks was
propased by Mr. S, Arunachalam,
Secretary of the Youth League.
The day’s preceediogs came to a
close by the pronouncement of
the Benediction by Rev. R. Thu-
rairajah.

The Youth of Sathiapuram
hosted the Directors of the 1idu-
vil Y.M.C.A. end invitees to tea.

Kandiah—Elizabeth Nallammah
Fondly remembered on her
BIRTHDAY

We thank our God in silence
We thank Him with joy and pride
For a mother’s love that gnards us
And still dost be our gunide.

Arulpooranam.

IN MEMORIAM

IN TREASURED MEMORIES
OF

Arulpragasam Wilson
Rajasekaram
29th August 1969

We Loved him, yes we loved him,
But Jesus loved him more,

He has Swestly called him,

To yonder Shining Shore,

The golden gates were open,

A gentle voice said, "Come’,
Aund with farewells unspoken,
He calmly entered Home.

Departed :

Fendly remembered by your
loved ones here — abroad,

l},ﬂ, Station Road,
Jaffoa.

Uduvil Church

Mrs. Rasamany Vijearatnam

We regret to record the death
which took place on April 20th
of Bugenia Caroline Rasamany
Vijearatnam (72), wife of the
late Rev. S. P. Vijearatnam, Mi-
nister of the ].D.C S.I.

The Funeral Service tosk
place at her residence at Uduvil on
22.8-85 at 9 a, m. The Rt. Rev.
D. ]. Ambalavanar, Bishop of the
J.D.C.S.I. officiated at the Ser-
vice assisted by Rev, D. C. Rat-
pasingbam, Presbyter of the Udu-
vil Church and Sevak Rev. Sam
Alfred of the Christa Seva Ash-
ram, The Rev. D. R. Ambalava-
par preached the sermon and paid
the tribute.

The remains were interred at
the Manipay Church burial grounds
The committal rites were por-

Jaffna College

Wanted a Librarian

A graduate in Arts in the
Evglish medium of a recognised
University, preferably with Libra-
ry Science qualifications and ex.
perience, Should be prepared to
reside in Vaddukoddai.

Apply stativg  qualifications
and experience on or before 30th
October, 1985.

PRINCIPAL,
Jaffoa Caollege, :
Vaddukoddai.

IN MEMORIAM.

In EVER LOVING MEMORY
RE:

K. Edward

la sad ma" wviﬁg'

Tkosgkts of him are stwys near.
Days of sadness will come over us,
Many think the wound is healed
But they little know the sorrow,
That lies in the heart concealed.

Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by all his
loved ones at Chavakach.
cheri and abroad.

' Selvastan’,

Chavakachehari.

September 3, 1985.

iIN MEMORIAM

In TREASURED AND
EVERLOVING MEMORY OF

The Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam
on the 5th Anniversary

Departed : September oth 1980

“"He will swallow up death in
victory; and the Lord God will
wipe away from ail
faces." Is 2578,

With deep gratitude to God
for a beautiful life of faith,
service and sacrifice.

tears

Fondly remembered and sedly
missed by all your loved ones

25, Somasundram Avenus,
Chundikuli.

RN e oS

formied by the Bishop assisted by
Rev. P R. Aabulavieag
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The Struggle of East Timor

It is now 10 years since
Indonesia invaded the fm"mer
Portuguese colony of E‘ast Timor
in 1975. In that time over
100,000 East Timorese, one in
six of the population, __havc
died as a result of military
activity and associated foctors.

Yet despite this length of
time and the scale of, devas-
tation, many are still not aware
of the basic story The rea-
son is simple. Indonesia has
been able to keep the general
public in the dark by denying
unrestricted access to indepen-
dent observers thereby keep-
ing the grim reality of what
has happened off TV screens
and out of the newspapers. At
the same time Jakarta has
pursued a vigorous propaganda
campaign designed to convince
the world that the East! Timo-
rese are happy and prospers
ing and that resistance is mi-
And
Western Governments have pro-
moted this percedtion in the
interests of good relations with
the pro-Western Suharto Goyv-
ernment
The Real Story

The Church in East Timor
tells a very different story. Its
close contact with the people
through its network of mission
stations has kept it well in-
formed and well placed to mo-
nitor the effects of the Indo-
nesian occupation on the peo-
ple. 50% of the population is
Catholic.
 Thus in September 1981
Catholic Religious gave this
blunt over view of what Indo-
nesia has presented as an act
of liberation. *Since the inya-
sion what the people have ex-
perienced is war, looting, des-
truction of the indigenons po-
pulation, territorial subjection,
colonial exploitation, the expul-
sion of an indigenous popula-
tion who are replaced by peo-
ple from other islands, military
occupation, attempts at mass
mobilisation of ordinary citi-
zens to make war on each
other...’

Intensive military activity
resumed in 1933 after a brief
ceasefire. 'Last 1983, wrote
Mgr Belo in December 1934 tq
the French Church, ‘the milj-
tary started once more thejr
mop-up operations to extermi-
nate the remaining forces of
Fretilin. Up to now there has
not been any victory on either
side,’

Renewed abuses of human
rights inevitably accompany
such eampaigns, ‘lIp many
places there are violations of
human rights, assassinations
and cases of arrest and impri-
sonment without trial of any-
one suspected of having links
with Fretilin, The families of
the prisoners are in bad con -
dition’, Mgr Belo told the Age
in July last year. Some 3000
Timorese are being held as
political prisoners, most of them
on the small island of Atauro
off Dili

1 The effects of the war are
Widely felt *The numbers of

orphans, widows and areas
where there is extreme lack of
food and medication is also on
the increase’, Mgr Belo inform-
ed the French Church. Heavi-
er restrictions are calmped on
the hundreds of resettlement
centres into which the bulk of
the tribal people have been
moved lest villagers pass on
medicine and other assistance
to the resistance.

Development ... but for Indonesia

The Church concedes that
Jakarta has invited heavily in
development projects. particu-
larly since 1980. But ‘it is
the military who organise every-
thing', said a religious supe-
rior in 1982 'The Timorese
civilian leaders stand like sta-
tus unable to do anything or
say anything against what the
military are doing... The Gov-
ernment is building houses and
roads and schools, but the peo-
ple cannot feel this iz helping
them. They do not feel they
are consulted as to what should
be done for their area’ Alje-
nation is a common theme of
Church assessments *The de-
velopment program has not
satisfied the Timorese It has
not made them happy. They
feel it is not for them, but
tor Indonesia’, said Mgr Belo
last year.

Cultural Genocide

,  War and repression have
created widespread physical
suffering and trauma and have
been repeatedly  condemned. by
the Church. What preoccupies
the Church more and more,
however, is the more subtle
and long term destructive im-
pact of the Indonesianisation
program being carried ogt
through the influx of Indone-
sian transmigrants, the teach-
ing of Indonesian language
and culture in the many schools,
the acculturation of the young
in Indonesian universities in
Java, the massive resettlement
of tribal people, - There is a
Timorese culture’, asserts gz
recent Church statement, * made
up of words, attitudes, re-
actions, behaviour, ways of
being and seeing the world...
The attempt to Indonesian the
Temorese people through pow=
erful  Pancasila (Indonesian
state  ideology ) campaigns,
schooling and media. by divorc-
ing the people from their own
weltanschauung, represents g
slow assassination of Timorese
culture. To kill theijr culture
is to kill the pbeople them-
selves.’

The People Never Smile

Continuing Timorese anti-

pathy towards Indonesia s
hardly Surprising therefore
The New Zealand journalist,

Martyn Bates, who visited East
Timor in March 1983 conclud-
ed the majority of East Timo.
Tese were engaged in what he
termed *cold war' Wwith their
Indonesian masters. Both he
and Portuguese journalists who
visited at the same time were
sttuck by the heaty aimos-
pliere of fear pervading Timor,

"Most of the people are afraid..,

Not

Men plan their lives, then neglect tpeir d_ays,
Held up the blue print for the public praise,
Explain this angle and describe this wall,

But built on paper is not
We need a purpose, but

built at all
the greatest need

Of any future is the present deed.

Men plan their lives, and much admire the plan,
But hands must finish what the heart began.
Whatever purpose we are planning for, :

To plan is something, but there is something more;
A dream is nothing but a deed undone,

And no one builds a building not begun.

Men plan their lives with many a lovely tower
The future dream, neglect the present hour
But one day longer means a week more late,
Though men may idle, time will never wait,
No wall is built turret upward thrust

By pretty blue-prints left

Punjab
Prof. Morris Jones on

Rajiv Gandhi’s Handling of
the Situation

He has made some mistakes.
It was a wvery bad mistake to
refuse to have an inquiry into
the slaughter of Sikhs which took
place in Delbi following the as.
sagination of Mrs. Gandhi. Bat
at least be was courageous to
change his position on that. As far
as the negotiations were concern-
ed, these were conducted very
quietly — which is the right way
to do them. What he has offer.
ed Longowal has gat very subs-
tantial agreement among the Sikhs.
But the situation has been one of
turmoil for pretty well three years,

In that sitoation you will
find that there are a lot of young
men for whom the life of violenee
with all its excitement has be-
come a way of life. Once you've
reached that peint it is dificalt
for any solution to satisfy every-
one who has been engaged in the
campaign.

I don't believe that the ter-
rorists are all pathological killers,
The British found in Bengal, for
instance, that they were the best
specimens of Bengali youth, [
think that the Sikh terrorists are
a mixture. Some of them may
be hoodiums but many will be
youug students who got absolutely
thrilled by a good cause — the pre-
servation of the Sikh cammunity,

From either of those types
there will be people who will
find it difficult to reconcile them-
selves to the agreement. But he
did give the matter great priority,
I think he has done very well,
And he is now giving great prig.
rity to the settlement of the dis-
pute in Sri Lanka,

[ The abovo is taken from an wxclu
sive Imferwiew which Prof, Morris
Jones, interoationally  acknow-
ledged India expeet gave the folaud.
It is topical interest Lo
Sri Lonka,]

an

ol us in

{ Courtesy lslamd 21-5.55 }
most of them keep silent’, the
then head of the Cathalic
Church, Mgr Lopes, told Bates

This continues today, A
West German MP who visited
the territory early in 1985 con-
cluded ‘the overall impression
throughout the entire island is
of a place in captivity, The
people never smile... Here in
East Timor, the people Jook
sterm, bitter, hostile and pumb'.

to gather dust.
— Douglas Ralloch.

Noly Carpenter Church

Joganathan — Jebarani

The Holy Carpentrr Church
Navajeevanam wus the venue of
a pretty wedding on Monday the
19th Aupust 1985 when Mr,
Charles Joganathan led to the
altar Miss Jebarani Sebaratnam,
Staff, Nursery, J.D.C.5.1., Mura-
gandy. Rev. Isaac Selvaratnam of
the Church of Ceylon, Kilinoch-
chi, selemnized the marriage and
preached the homily,

A largely attended reception
was held in the Mango Garden at
Navajeevanam,

It will be of interest to nots
that the Sabaratnam family is the
first Christian family to settls
down in Elephant Pass after _Mr.
Sebaratnae’s retirement: from ac-
tive sevice ipn the Elephant Pass
Branch of the Salt Corporatien,

Obitu ary
Dr, K, Rajagopal

Dr. Krishnapillai Rajagopal,
MBBS (Ceylon), a General Practi-
tioner of Enfield, Middlesex, died
suddenly on June 3rd 19835,

Born in Kokkuvil, Jaffna, in
Sri Lanka ip November 1938, hg
was educated at Kokkavil Hindo
College and later at Jaffna Central
College. He graduated from the
Ceylon Medical College in 1954,
Having served in various capacities
including communtity and chest
medicine, Rajagopal left Sri Lanka

in 1974 for tha U, K. haviag won
& scholarship,

Although he intanded to return
to Sri Lanka, due to the unstable
conditions there Rajagapal decided
Lo stay in the UK. Having uadar.
Bone training in genera| practice,
he became a single handed General
ngutiouer with his owp practice
in Eofield, He also worked for the
DHSS asa member of the Enfield
and Haringey Local Medica] Com-
miltee, Rajagepal was well known

and very muen biked by his Col-
leagues,

Known to his friands ag Raja
he wasa man gf wit and nna!’gy:
He has helpad many worthwhjla
caust-‘!s., one of which is tha Leagua
of Friends of the University of
Jafioa, He wij be dearly missed
by his many frisnds,
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Creation

Reverse

In the end man destrayed the Heaven
that was called Earth
The Earth had been beautiful ;
until the spirit of man moved over it
And destroyed all things.

And man said, Let there be darkness
And man liked the darkness
S0 he called the darkmess Securidy
And he divided himself into race,
Religion, class and sexes of society
And there was no evening and no morning
On the Seventh day before the end.

And man said, Let there be strong governments
To control us in our darkness
Let there be armies to control our bodies
So that we may learn to kill one another
Neatly and efficiently in our darkness
Let there be violence and counter violence
And there was no evening and no morning
On the Sixth day befere the end,

And man said, let there be rockeis
And bombs to kill faster and easier
Let there be gas chambers and furpaces
To be made more thorough

And there was evening and no morning

On the Fifth day before the end.

And man said, Let there be Drugs
And other forms of escape
For there is constant annoyance
Disturbing our comfort
And there was no evening and no morning
On the Fourth day before the end.

And man said, Let there be Divisions
: Among divisions among nations
So that we may know our common enemy
And there was no evening and no morning
On the Third day before the end.

A]Id"ﬁllﬁﬂy man said, Let us create

in, our fmage

t some other God compete with us
‘Let’s say that God thinks as we think

Hates as we hate and :

Kills as we kill

And there was no evening and no morning
On the Second day before the end,

On the last day there was a great Noise

on the face of the earth......

Fire consumed the beautiful globe
And there was......SILENCE

The blackened earth now rested to
Worship the one true God

And God saw all that man had done
And in the silence over the smouldering ruins

GOD WEPT.

[ The above is & poem which the Bishop of Kandy The Rt. Rev.
Vignney Fernando guoted in his Sermon at the Opening Service
of Worship of the Ampitiya, Ecumenical Church Conference on

5.4.85, We have

taken the poem from

the Report of the Con-

ference sent to us by one of our delegates,]

At Rest
Mr. J. A. Sanders

The death occured at a Nur-
ginpg Home in Jaffna on the 15th
of July 1985 of James Arul Ra-
jasingam Sanders, retired Asst,
Commissioner of Probation and
Child Welfare Services, He had
his entire eduocation at Jafina Col-
served the Department
for noearly 35 years in various
parts of the Island and subse-
guentiy went on a Govwt. Scholar-
ship to Japan for training in
Child Welfare Services. During
the latter period of his seryices
he spgcialisnd in child adoption
apd lent his services generously to
those in Foreign Countries wheo
desired to adopt Sri Laokan Child.

rem.

lege and

The funeral took place at
bis residence at Araly. The ser-
yice wes conducted by Rev, ],

T N LRl S
Sarvanandan, Vicar, Christ Church,
Jaﬂ'na. A glowing tribute was
paid by Mr, R.C. Thavarajah re-
tired Superintendent, of Police whao

was also a very close friend and
classmate of hig,

His mortal remains were laid
to rest at St, Mary's Burial Grounds,
Kopay. Tha committal rites wera
performed by Rey,
chandran, Vicar, St.
Kopay,

Norman Jeya-
{ Mary's Church,
assisted by the Rev. T
Sarvanandan,

He leaves behind beside his
wife Sugirtham, a brother Mi-
Manikasingham Sanders,  sisters
Mrs. Abraham, Mrs, Guoanapraga-
sam and Mrs. W, T, Gunaratnam
and sisters-in-law Thiraviam, Ra-
samany, Nesam, Sorpam and Rat-
nam aod a host of

relations to
be moan his loss,

" M.y his soul rest in peace.”

- G

Evangelism Latin - American

30-8-1985 3
Style
BY
Dr. Robert Porter
our last fasue }

[ Continued from

At this point a sampling of
the statistics scattered through the
beok will give an idea of the
regons for Freire's techniguas and
the work of the clergy in base
communities: in 1960 the richest
1 percent of the population of
Brazil received 11,7 of the coun-
try's total wealth. Ten years
later, that I percent received 17.8

percent of the wealth, In the
same period, the income of the
poorest 50 percent of the popu-

lation fell from 17.7 to 13,7 per-
gcent. Or take El| Salvador: nine-
ty percent of the peasamts haye
po land, and they comprise two
thirds of the population, Two
percent of the people own 58 per-
cent of the arable land. The
average monthly income of the
peasant families, 50 percent of
them illiterate, 15 twelve dollars.
Four fifths of the children are
ill-oourished. Upemployment and
underemployment total 45 percent.

The statistics of violent death
are equally if not more shock-
ing: in El Savador, between 1980
and mid- 1981, some twenty-two
thousand people were killed. Three
quarters were victims of the se-
curity force, according to Amnesty
International, The majority had
no guerrilla connections but were
murdered because they belonged
to a teachers’ union or human
rights group that cbjected to the
butchery. In Nicaragua, accord-
ing to conservative estimates, some
thirty thousand died in the four
decades prior to the 1978 —79
civil war against dictator Anas-
tasio Somoza. The Human Rights
Commission of the Organization
of American States ' condemned
the Somoza government for abs-
tructing Red Cross work: of kill.
ing, arbitrary detention, and other
abuses against the peasants; and
of generalized repression against
all young men between the ages
of fourteen and twenty-one,”

It is with considerable emao-
tion that the people of Latin
America greeted the official state-

ment that resulted from the Ca-
tholic Church’'s region-wide con-
ference held in Puebla in 1979
One particularly meaningful para-
graph read: "“'We identify, as
the most devastatiog and huomili-
ating scourge, the situation of hu-
man poverty in which millions of
Latin Americans live, with star-
vation wages, unemployment and
underemployment, malnatrition, in-
fant mortality, lack of adeguate
housing, health problems, and la-
bor unrest... The lack of respect
for human dignity is reflacted by
the lack of social participation on
different levels...in the repression
of unions and political movements,”
At last the Church was speaking
out loudly and clearly abont
abuges that the Church had igoored
for nearly five centuries!

What gospel has been pro-
pogated in Latin America ? Lep-
noux quotes a member of the
U. S. National Catholic Coalition
for Responsible Investment, Nor-

man Saramelli: " Jost as the
Christian missionaries went out
bringing the gospel of salvation

to the beathen, our eorporate mis-
sionaries are going out preaching
the gospel of secalar salvation
the gospel of comsumer lifastyle,
and they're doing it to a far more
effective degree than the missiona-
ries of the nineteenth century!"
Elsewhere the anthor writes that
“a child born in the United
States will coosume thirty to
®fty times more goods of all des-
criptions 1 his or her lifetime
thaa one bora in the impoverish-
ed highlands of Bolivia. A child
born to wealthy pareats in the
Bolivian capital of La Paz will
equal the coosumption of the
American.” And as far as mo-
dern technology is concerned, we

(the U.S.) have exported to
the military of Chile, Uruguay,
Argentina and Brazil far more

sophisticated computer equipment
than is being used in the United
States itself,

(to be continued)

The Northern Front

Refugees :

Seven hundred refugees from
Vavuniya have sought refuge in
Sekkaddipula-
vk, Salampaikulam and Pulitha-
rithapuliankulam after the inei-
dents of arson and murder which
took place on 16-8-85 and after.

The Secretary of the Citi-
zens Committee of Vavuniya Dis-
trict, Dr. S. Pararajasingam has
made arrangements for day rations
to be distribated to the refugees
for The President of
the Citizens Committes, Mr. Swar
napala bhas called for
of those wha have
by the rioting,

Poovarasankulam,

two waeks,

particulars
been affected

800 refugses from Cheddiky-
lam and Neriakulam (in the Va-
vumiya District )
Some 90
miles have sought
Madhu Temple, The G. A, of
Manpar, Jaoabh M, M. Abduleader
18 looking iuto the nesds of these
refugess,

have gone to
Tamils io fa-

shelter at the

Mannar.

Vavuniya Incidents — Investi

The probe ordered by Presi-
dent Jeyawardene into the Vavu-
niya incidents of 16-8-85 and after
will be according to an announce-
ment by a Board of Inguiry set
up under military laws,

The Health Hazards of
Tobacco

Dr. Dennis J. Aloysius, Presi-
dent of the College of Geoeral
Practitioners who addressed a
group of Executives has said the
tobacea deaths in the waorld is
1o the region of 100,000 peapla
every yaar, as many as the casu-
alties if 250 packed jumbo jels
meat with a tragic fate Oaly
tobacco casualies don't hit head-
lines.

Commenting that smoking tg-

day was po looger a sign  of
sopmuistication and maturity, Dy,
Aloysius  said  that thers have
been psriods tn bistory when soma
couatries imposed fines on thoge
who were found smokiog Iran,

the doctor said, paraded them on
the streets, and Russia exiled
them.
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Creation

in  Reverse

In the end man destraved the Heaven
that was called Earth
The Earth had been beautiful
until the spirit of man moved over it
And destroyed all things.

And man said, Let there be darkness
And man liked the darkness
So he called the darkmess Securily
And he divided himself into race,
Religion, class and sexes of society
And there was no evening and no morning
On the Seventh day before the end.

And man said, Let there be strong governments
To control us in our darkness
Let there be armies to control our bodies
So that we may learn to kill one another
Neatly and eficiently in our darkness
Let there be violence and counter violence
And there was no evening and no morning
On the Sixth day befere the end.

And man said, let there be rockets
And bombs to kill faster and easier
Let there be gas chambers and furnaces
To be made more thorough
. And there was evening and no morning
On the Fifth day before the end,

And man said, Let there be Drugs
And other forms of escape
For there is constant annoyance
Disturbing our comfort
And there was no evening and no morning
On the Fourth day before the end.

And man said. Let there be Divissons
Among divisions among nations
So that we may know our common enemy
And there was no evening and no morning
On the Third day before the end,

And finally man said, Let us create

God 1. our fmage

Let some other God compete with us

Let’s say that God thinks as we think

Hates as we hate and :

Kills as we kill

And there was no evening and no morning
On the Second day before the end,

On the last day there was a great Nosse

on the face of the earth.

Fire consumed the beautiful globe
And there was......SILENCE
The blackened earth now rested tp
Worship the one true Ged
And God saw all that man had dope
And in the silence over the smouldering ruins
GOD WEPT.

| The above is a poem which the Bishop of Kandy The Rt. Rev.
Vignney Ferpando quoted In his Sermon at the Opening Service
of Worship of the Ampitiya. Ecumenical Church Conference on

5.8-85.

We have taken the poem from

the Report of the Con-

ference sent to us by ome of our delegates,]

Af Rest
Mr. J. A. Sanders

The death occured at 2 Nur-
gsing Home in Jaffoa on the 15th
of July 1985 of James Arul Ra-
jasingam Sanders, retired Asst,
Commissioner of Probation and
Child Welfare Services, He bad
his entire education at Jaffoa Col-
lege and served the Department
for nearly 35 years in various
parts of the Island and subse:
quently went on a Govt. Schu]a.r-
ship to Japan for training in
Child Welfare Services, During
the latter period of his services
be specialised in child adoption
and leot his services generously to
those in Forsign Countries who
desired to adopt Sri Laokan Child-
ren.

The fonoeral took place at

bis residence at Araly. The ser-
yice was conducted hy Rev. ],

Sarvanandan, Vicar, Christ Church,
Jaffon. A glowing tribute was
paid by Mr. R.C. Thavarajah re-
tired Superintendent. of Police who
was also a very close friend and
classmate of his,

His mortal remains were laid
to rest at St. Mary's Burial Grounds,
Kopay. The committal rites were
performed by Rev. Norman Jeya-
chandran, Vicar, St. Mary’s Church,
Kopay, assisted by the Rev. J.
Sarvanaodan,

He leaves behind heside his
wife Sugirtham, a brother Mr:
Manikasingham Sanders, sisters
Mrs. Abrabam, Mrs. Goanapraga-
sam and Mrs, W. T. Gunaratoam
and sisters-in-law Thiraviam, Ra-
samany, Nesam, Soroam and Rat-
nam aod @& bost of relations to
be moan his loss.

" M.y his soul rest in peace.”
~ Car.
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Evangelism Latin - American Style

BY

Dr. Robert Porter

(Continsed from our last

At thig point a sampling of

the statisties scattered thravgh the
book  wil] Bive

an  idea of the
resons for Fraira's techniques and
the work of the clergy  in base

communities: in [9gq the richest
1 percent of the  population of
Brazil received 11.7 of
iry's  total
later, that
percant of

the coun-
wealth.  Tep years
| parcent received 178
the wealth, [p the
same period, the income of the
poorest 50 percant of the popu-
lation fell from 17.7 to 13,7 per-
cent. Or take E| Salvador: nine-
ty percent of the peasants have
no land, and they comprise two
thirds of tha population, Two
percent of the people own 58 per-

cent of the arable Jand, The
average moothly income of the
peasant families, 50 percent of

them illiterate, is twelve dollars,
Four fifths of the children are
ill-nourished, Unemployment and
underemployment total 45 percant,

The statistics of violent death
are equally if not moie shoek-
ing: in El Savador, betwesn 1950
and mid- 1981, some twenty-two
thousand people were killed, Thres
quarters were victims of the se-
curity force, according to Ampesty
Interoational. The majority had
no guerrilla conoections but were
murdered b they bel d
to a teachers’ union or human
rights group that objected to the
butchery. In Niearagua, accord-
ing to conservative estimates, some
thirty thousand died in the four
decades prior to the 1978 —79
civil war against dictater Anpas-
tacio Someza. The Human Rights
Commission of the Organization
of Awmerican States " condemned
the Somoza govermment for obs-
tructing Red Cross work: of kiil.
ing, arbitrary detention, and other
abuses against the peasants; and
of generalized repression against
all young men beiwsen the ages
of fourteen and twenty-one,"

It is with considerable emo-
tion that the people of Latin
America greeted the official state-

tasue )

ment that resulted from
thalie Church's
ference held

the Ca-
region-wida con
in Puebla in 1999
One particularly meaningful para-
graph  read: " \Wa idantify, as
the most devastating and humili.
ating scourge, the situation of hu-
man poverty in which millions of
Latin Americans live, with star.
vation wages, unemployment  and
underemployment, malnutrition, in-
fant mortality, lack of adequate
housing; health problems, and la-
bor unrest... The lack of respect
for human dignity iz reflected by
the lack of social participation on
different levels..in the repression
of unions and political movements,”
At last the Church was speaking
out loudly and clearly abour
abuses that the Church had ignored
for nearly five centuries!

What pgospel has been pro-
pogated in Latio America? Ler
ooux quotes a member of the
U. S. National Cathaolic Coilition
for Responsible Investment, Nor-
man Saramelli:  "Jost as the
Christian missionaries went out
brioging the gospel of salvation
ta the heathen, our eorporate mis-
sionaries are going out preaching
the gospel of sacular salvmlun.
the gospel of consumer lifestyle,
and they're doing it to a far more
effective degres than the missiona-
ries of the ninetesnth century 1"
Elsewhere the author writes that
“a child bors in the United
States will consume thirty 1o
Rfty ‘times more goods of all des-
criptions in his or her lifetime
than one born in the impoverish-
ed highlands of Bolivia. A child
born to wealthy parents in the
Balivian capital of La Paz will
equal the comsumption of the
American.” And as far as mo-
dern technology is concerned, we
(the U.S.) bave exported to
the military of Chile, Uruguay,
Argentina and Brazil far morg
sophisticated computer equipment
than is being used im the United
States itself.

(to be continued)

Refugees :

Seven hundred refugees from
Vavuniya have sought refugs in
Poovarasankulam, Sekbaddipula-
v, Salampaikulam and Pulitha
rithapuliankulam after the inci-
dents of arson and murder which
took place on 16-8-85 and after,

The Secretary of the Citi-
zens Committee of Vavuniva Dis-
trict, Dr. S. Pararajasingam has
made arrangements faor day rations
to be distribated to the refugees
for two waeks. The President of
the Citisens Committee, Mr. Swar:
napala bas called for particulars
of those who have been affected
by the rioting.

6§00 refugees from Cheddiku-
lam and Neriakulam (in the Va.
District )] have gone to

Same 90 Tamils o fa-
miles have sought shelter at the
Madhu Templs, The G. A. of
Manpar, Janab M, M. Abduleader
is looking into the needs of these
refugees,

vuoiyid
Manoar.

v CR e o G =

The probe erdered by Presi-
dent Jeyawardene into the Vawva-
niya incidents of 16-8-85 and after
will be according to an aonounce-
|:Ingnk by a Board of Inguiry set
up under military laws.

The Health Hazards of

Tobacco

Dr. Deonis |. Aloysius, Presi-
dant of the College of General
Practitioners  who addressed a
group of Executives has said the
tobacea deaths in the warld is
in the region of 100,000 peopie
every year, as many as the casu-
alties if 250 packed jumba jeis
meat with a tragic fate  Oaly
tobacco casualies don't hit head-
lines.

Commenting that smokiog to-
day was wpo looger a sign of
sopnistication and maturity, Dr.
Aloysins  said that there have
been periods 1o bistory whei some
countries imposed fines on those
who were found smokiog  lran,
the doctor said, paraded lhem_nn
the streets, and Russia exiled

them.
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T i 1ins ; he Kingdom
.ned with and instrument of t I )
ey lities Tl;'e Coniiggzcil?ﬂigt’['rini- (3) 1_’4‘3_"_65 _of Family Lﬁfe
St o all. The Rt.Rev. (4 Spirituality and Worship
be i a Lulleglc: Hf I“_:p Bisho.n of (5) Racism, Classicism ant;lj
' i hras gy . Sexism (6) Development an
As we wrile _thesfsfzftﬁg;ya- Th?mpu II has failed to reach Kyrunegalle pres.lded T]Zepl};_ S B
for somle more distres ral effects appear to have thrown both R.Cv' D] Amb?l!d\?ﬂﬂl‘ ‘_Chris_- Service 10, Wesioay, i i
| et ot o ' dent of the National : oAt
i T i b 5 \il of Sri Lanka wel- and people&j cultures | : ,
India and Sri o Srj ka and the * gap” tian (gounudol o . He in. Dort covering the ‘findings
: : ri Lanka a 5 S dothaniie ~ o ‘ ; ‘
The resurgence of “‘[{;1[}1;“?_13 flc:_md between expectations and f:i’t‘:g e e il ot Jbe iy e
e a‘Ff ed pas the reasons ° for the adjourn. thinge. tHat make for PEACE Fron)
reality have been _ proferr fings that mike or PEACE formd |
ment of the talks'. words of our Lord recorded Even though the ethnic

In the meanwhile, the slogz_tq. Avms and Peace, :—IS ﬁ::?u:f:
tering a dew of nostalgia as citizens regd aboui;}I an oL

iptions of events in certain parts of the Nort ern and Ea
Ul es, notably the Vavuniva and Trlnc__omalee_ districts
irlll-lelim:ziﬂfpa;gns against civilians have hit a high point.

i i i d Literary Critic re-
illiam Hazlitt the English Essaylst_an _
; “:::Ih;?; ‘' Spirit of the age' { which g‘ept:'esentg his best
f:;:lu to an * unseemly exposure of the mind™® which some-
. -
times characterises men and nations.

Here in Sri Lanka, we talk of people as .1f the.y were :m:;za-
bers (12 million Sinhalese in the _whule'wmld as agains
il Tamils, 50 of whom are in India) and at I:he' same
n':u“ml:l'l: at a lPeascrf:--'l'.'able: to discuss the claim of 'a minority
tgl:-gspmqf people for self-hood: We talk of pmyrizg tlfo:;- lge:ﬁf.

i a ime ing for war. (We are to ha ~
‘?hlliu?};ezd?;: tt)i!?:g 1t"s‘r’l:fenét{ every day on gecurity and defence )
lt:?: deploy investigators hot!sr in purs‘?lt of _truth. of T?jmlj
civilian killings at the same time decry * terrorist propaganda.

i ' le whose annals are
- not be naive. ''Happy the peop

7 .:‘ E'tn 1::'.“07'3! books, said Thomas Carlyle The cullatv_:ral
b;f';’;ts,,nf the present ‘situation’ in the country have embroiled
ss in a constant state of risk and anxiety from several direc-
tions. o
i i d pages of lega
this context, we wonder if pages an ag .
"tﬁl:izt-”huf citizen rights to the state and of political organi-
sations as representing ‘populations' will help us to .get‘ us out
of the woods. In the words of a former Socialist Foreign Mi«
zi;s;f.er of Portugal. "there is no political orvganisation anywhers

\ﬁm! 'db.;niuﬁ'!';r réfﬂsmis a population'.

. wonder if a military culture and militarised poli-
would bring us nearer to the day of settlement in Sri Lan.
‘ka. If anything, it would push it deeper into the murk of an
‘unpredictable future.

All told, it won't be a decent life for amy of us here in
Sri Lanka unless it is a decent life for ail of us.

The Sri Lankans' response to the.contempnrary situa}tian_is
analogous to that of the Rhnc;lesians in 1977. The_ growing in-
flow of people from Rhodesia through the Salisbury airport
was referred fo, facetiously as the “chicken run . The‘ ‘T shirts
at Salisbury still said **Rhodesia is Super . But said an Exe.
cutive *two years ago, | believed in it, but now I am a can-
didate for the "'chicken run'.

We here in Sri Lanka must wake up to the reality that
unless right political decisions daring in design are taken
the “situation’ will slip inch by inch from our grasp.

Howy

We cannot of course take the fipal step if we don't take
the first It is that simple but appears to be that unfortu
nate in Sri Lanka.

The Sri Lankan Ecumenical Conference 1985

The National Seminary at
Ampitiya, set in picturesque
and majestic surroundings in
the hill capital was the venue
of the historic Sri Lankan
Ecumenical Conference held from
August 5 to 10, 1985 organised
by the NCC in the *Uduvil
tradition' —an expression which
alludes to the historic Confer-

though different in character.
There was representation not
merely from the denominational
Churches buat from Church re-
lated instituitions as the Bible
Society, the Campus Crusade,
the Catholic Union, the Deva-
sarana, the Centre for Religion
and  Society, the Christian
Workers Fellowship, Focus,
Legion of Mary, the Student

ence held in the North at s : ;
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Nivasa, The Fheological Col-
lege of Sri Lanka, the Univer.
sity Chaplaincy and he

one of the most representative
Christian Conferences held in

Sri Lanka, with 125 partici- ° Xava-

o rians  were O R R
pants, 68 of whom were ordain- % addit?:m ili:m febresented,
ed ministers, (local and for- re  were also

the invitees, consultants and
obsrvers to give the Assembly
the needed finishing toych in

Organisational set-yp.
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Awnpitiye had a represen-
gation which was alsp unigue,

™

in St, Luke 19:41, as he wept
over Jerusalum “ Would that
even today you knew the things
that make for peace. Speaking
about the venue of the Con-
ference, DBishop Ambalavanar
said that as a continuation of
the Uduvil Conference, the
Yenue has now moved from
the head (Jaffna) to the heart
(Kandy). If the head and heart
work together the result will
be meaningful. The Mahana-
yakas of the Malwatte and
Asgiriya Chapters, the Mayor
of Kandy and the District Mi-
nister Mr. Shelton Ranarajah
also spoke.

The Leaders and Addresses
The theme of the Confer-

ence was " Jesus Christ, the
Life of the World”. There
WEere jfour main addresses:

(1) Christ in relation to the
Asian context- 2: Christ in
Telation to contemporary ideo-
logies (3) Christ and the Op-
pressed and (4) Christ in re-
lation to Evangelism and Mis-
sion of the Church. The Speak-
€rs were Rev. (Dr,) Aloysius
Pieris, an eminent Catholic
Theologian, Dy, Bastian Weilen-
4¢ a Swedesh Theologian of
Madurai  Theological College,
Rev. (Dr.) Don Stecle who with
his wife has been working
among the oppressed ip the
Appalachian mountains and the
Rev. Soma K. Perera, President
of the Methodist Church The
Bible studies om the theme
were led by Rev, Donpald Ka-
nagaratnam, Mr. Elmo Wijesin-
ghe, Rev. Kingsley Muthiah
and Fr. Nihal Abeysinghj,

Opening Worship Service

After the Inaugural Fublic
Meeting, the Opening Worship
Service was conducted in all
three languages. gy Rev. Vi-
anuey Fernando, the Bishop of
Kandy preached the Sermon
He chose as his text verses
16 and 17 of the Gospel ac-
cording to St. John, { Chapter
3):— “For God s0 loved the
world that he save his only be-
gotten son  that whosovar be-
bievetlh in him shouwld not perish
but have everlasiing life. Fo,
God sent not into the
world 1o condemn the world but

his son

tie world through liim might be
saved,"
| Excerpts from the Sermon will

be: published in our next issue, |
The Workshops
The Conference
was worked through eight
H’nl'.{'s.l'HJf‘S:"_ (1) iﬂcumenism
and the Unity of the Church
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issue was not in the Agenda
of the Conference, it was dis-
cussed at various levels during
the Conference. Representa-
tives of the North and East
were invited to express their
views in the light of their ex-
periences. The urgency for an
immediate solution to the pro-
blem and for the restoration
peace and harmony in the
counfry was expressed fervent-
ly by all the delegates: The
Bishops present at the Confer-
ence and the Conference lead-
ers met and drafted a letter
to be sent to the government.
The letter was approved by
all the delegates. Suggestions
were also made to form a
Peace Movement and a Plann-
ing Sub Committee was form=
ed to explore the possibilities
of such a Movement.

The *Agape Feast’

The Conference came to
an end with the * Agape Feast ",
a new form of Holy Commu-
nion Service which was con-
ducted by the Christian Work-
ers Fellowship.

[The above is a brief account
of the Ampitiya Ecumenical
Conference. It is anm edited
form of reports sent to us by
two of our delegates, Rev. S,
Manopavan and Rev. Cristo
Robers, — Edijtor, ]

Examination Success

Mr. V. Rajkumar, Worker in
Charge of the Pungudutive Church
has been successful in the B, Th.
Examination of the Tamil Nad
Theological Collegs, Madurai,

He is an OQld Boy of Unpion
College, Tellippalai.
At Rest

Mrs., Jeyaranes Chelvarajah

Mrs. D, P, 1, Chelvarajah
(Jeyaranee Acca)] passed away
peacefully after a brief illness on
the 17th of August 1985, She
was 76 years old at the time of
her death. She has been an active
Chureh Worker and an Evange-
list for many years Her hushand
Mr. Chealvarajah predeceased her
She has been .

& walcoma visitor
to every Christian Home, She
leaves behind her brother Mr,

R. R. Arianayagam agd sisters Mrs,
P, P. Navaratoam and Mrs. C. S,

Rasiah to bemoan her loss, The
Fuoeral Service and the Com-
mital rites were conducted by

Rev. ]. Sarvanandan Viear of the
St. Johns' Church, Chundikuli,
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