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SRI LANKA,

Righteousness Exalteth A Nation, But Sin is a Reproach io any people.

COLOMBO-06.
SRI LANKA,

DR. SAMUEL F. GREEN AND BISHOP D.J. AMBALAVANAR

October 10 is an important date in
the lives of two men who have had
great influence in the American Ceylon
Mission and the Jaffna Diocese of the
Church of Seuth India, one in its
earliest days and the other in very
recent times. Dr. Samuel Fiske Green,
founder of Green Memorial Hospital,
Manipay, was born on 10 Octaber,
1822, and The Rt. Rev. Dr. D.J.
Ambalavanar, our recent and much
loved bishop, died on this date four
years ago. Both men built institutions
of the mino and of “bricks and mortar”,

he established a dispensary at
Manipay to which he shifted his
medical students, and he founded
“Eriends in Need Hospital” in Jaffna.
During this time he became so expert
in Tamil that he translated many
medical texts and journals so he could
educate B4 Tamils in their own
language, thus multiplying his
“healing of bodies" 84 fold.

the following inscription:

Jesus My All 1

In Dr. Green's maxims to his three
daughters and his son we learn the
importance to him of love of Jesus
and love of his fellow man:

Ny, Green arrived in Jaffna on 3
October, 1847, to teach medicine at
Batticotta Seminary. He says of his
decision to answer God’s call to
mission: “Why is it not better for me
to go where | can be very useful as
well in my profession as otherwise; to
go to a land of darkness and heal the
bodies and enlighten the minds of some
bounded people?’” Durning his 27 years
of saervice with the "American Board’

DIOCESAN FESTIVAL 2001

Growing, rejoice in the constant
presence of Jesus.

\Where Love leads, all prosper.
Win rather than drive.

Be free to commend and slow to
blame.

Defer reprool tll ool

Be slow to promise, sure 1o

is "healing the bodies” of

perform relates.
By cheerlulness serve God and your

neighbaor

In 1884, ten years after leaving
Jattna, he died in the company of
hig family. In his Will he said,
"Should | ever have a gravestone,
let it be plain and simple, and bear

Samuel Fiske Green 1822 - 1884
Medical Evangelist to the Tamils

One hundred fifty three years iater
his hospital in Manipay is being
served by Dr, Mrs. Chandra
Ambalavanar, and his son Dayalan

descendents of the people Dr, Green
served, Many of the qualities far
which their husband and father,
Bishop Ambalavanar, is most loved,
admired and respected, were
ayident in him even as a young child,
as his brother J.P. Ambalavanar

{Please turn to page 4

4th YEAR REMEMBRANCE

Well done, Good and Faithful servant. ..

the

e

THE RT.REV.DR.D.J AMBALAVANAR.

The Diocasan festival af this yes

At the opening service two of our workers were
of Ghandi Kiramum were ordained as the preshyter an

it s hHatd on the 29thief September at the Cathedral ch
ance again reminded of the fact that the chureh 1s

ardained for ministry. Rev.B.Thevathas worker in charge
d the deacon respectively.The Rev.Mrs.J Ratnasi

urch at Vaddukoddai. The number of the people gathered
still growing despite the adversities and atrosities that cripple the f

there
unctions of daily life.

, Chankanai and Mr. |.Rajkumar worker in charge
ngam, Minister, Kaddaiveely Methodist Church

delivered a meaningful sermon.

The games that followed the service were a lively foot ball match held between the pastors and the
laymen a net ball match between the Jaffna College Lady teachers and the Uduvil Girls’ College Lady
teachers and a volley ball
match between the seminary
students and other students,
This event brought back the
enthusiasm in the crowd
: which was missing for quite
1 : a while.

About
3 ) 7 enjoyed the fellowship lunch
3 . .The highlight of the
"~ afternoon programme which
was held at the Ottly Hall,
E was the debate on the topic
whether aor not women
should be ordained as
presbyters. Moderated by
Mrs., [.Bawasingarm,
Rev,Miss Ratnasingam,
Rev.S.T.Joshua, and Mr.D.S.Selomon debated in favour of it and Rev.Benjamin Jeyarajah, Mrs. Sunithra
Jebamohan and Rev. A.S. Thevagunandan debated against it, The entertainment programme that followed
was a dance by the Uduvil Girls" College and a drama by the Christian Theological Seminary students, The
events of the day came to a close by the vote of thanks and the benediction of the Bishop.

Y o

i. o 1200 people

£ 2

Rev. |. Rajkumar with Well-Wishes

Laying of hand
The. Rev. B. Thevathas's ordination

NEWS FROM VANNI

The KNH Sunday was abs
a special message by guest speakers In Konavil, the service
meeting was held immediately after the merning worship service.
Ratnavel organized a special get-to-gether programme.

The CS! Day was marked with a special Holy Communion
97th of September, 2001 at 7.30 a.m. All the workers of the CSl and m
Kilinochehi participated in this special service,

The Colombo Church has came forward to help the paar people of the V
the mensoon (s approaching this help would be a great relief for the derserving, The Cola
around 250 families. The Colombo Pastor Rev. P.R. Navendranugoolan {s planning to visit
execute this programme.

was followed by a workshop.
At Murikandy, theDirector for Pro

Sarvice at the Christ the King Church, Kilin
any members af the ghurches

arved 0 all the churches in the Vanni. on 24 September with special thanksgiving and
In Jeyapuram, & public
jects Mr. §.

ochechi on the
around

anni by providing cadjans for roafing.
mbo Chuurch would help
vanni in mid October to

-

Meditation.

Give what you have, for you
never know - to someane else
It may be better than you can
evan dare 1o think.

As Wadsworth Langfellow
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DEDICATION

To my Loving father late Mr. W. R. Stephen

and 1o those who suffered for the cause of
continuation of Congregational Church government
in the churches of Kaniyakumari District helped

to be founded by the London Missionary Society.
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Chundikuli Girls’ College.

The Prize Giving Day of The Chundikuli Girls' College was held on the 15th
of September 2001, Dr. Arul Anketell graced the function as the chief guest.
The topic of his speech, ‘FORWARD for TRANSFORMATION' was based on
the motto of the college which is "FORWARD'. In his speech he stated that
God's intention for human life is to achieve wholeness amidst the brokenness
of this world. The College should have this aspect as its goal to achieve this
glorious goal that is the will of God.

He highlighted 5 inward attitudes that are stepping- stones to the process of
transformation. They are ' a sense of identity, integrity, the area of work and
leisure, our response to pain and suffering, and the attitude of giving and
sacrifice’.

The manageress Mrs. Rajasingam, The Chaplain Rev. Nesakumar, and The
President of OGA Dr.Ponnudurai were among the distinguished guests who
were present at the function. Mrs. Rajaratnam the principal of the College,
presented the annual report,

Vembadi Girls’ College.

The annual Prize Giving of the Vembadi Girls’ College was held on the 28th of
September at Mabel Thambayah Hall. Mr. K.Kanagaratnam Bursar of the
University of Jaffna and Mrs. Kanagaratnam were invited as the the chief
guests. In her annual report, the principal Mrs, Ponnampalam mentioned the
achievements of the students. In the G.C.E [0.L| examination, eight students
have obtained ten distinctions and 8 students have entered the medical college.
The teachers and the students have to be congratulated for the achievements
for working hard amidst the uncongenial circumstances,

Farewell to the Rev.M.Karunakaran

The people of our Diocese gave the Rev. M.Karunakaran, who was ministering
to the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India for the last three months,
a grand farewell on the 1st of September at the Green Memorial hospital
premises. The Bishop with a ‘pon aadai' honored him. Rev.Fla]kuma‘r p'raseme.cl
a golden ring, on behalf of the workers’ union as a token of appreciation of his
ministry, A gift of a'Vaaziththup pa’ composed by Nr. Jeyaseelan, was sung
by Mr. Thevamithiran. During his stay in Jaffna, Rev. Karunakamr! had be.er!
helping the churches in organizing programmes in 'Karna.hc Musu.:
concentrating on reviving the old Christian lyrics. He is a lecturer in Karnartic
Music at the Tamil Nadu Theological Seminary, Madurai.
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EDITORIAL

Time passes guite fast that itis hard
to think that Tenth of October 5 the
fourth death anniversary of our dear
Bishop D.J, Ambalavanar. "For the
sake of the grace given to me” was
the title chosen for the Festschrift
on bishop soon after he retired as the
second bishop of the Jaffna Diocese
of the Church of South India. | was
honoured to have been part of the
process of this noble task of bringing
out a volume in henour of a person
who was much loved by all.

The title was chosen from Romans
15:15, Usually it is translated as
“because of the grace...” However,
having analyzed the original text we
came out with the present title which
has a profound meaning that fits so
well to the greatest contribution
made by this great man, The Greek
preposition dia when followed by an
accusative, in this case ten eharin,
has to be translated as we have put
it. According te Paul, "grace” and
“yacation” go hand in hand. Bishop
Ambalavanar understoed nis mission
as something that has always been
a manifestation ot God's grace.
However, he nghtly perceved that
this grace called him to hard
pilgrimage, to rostly discipleship Far
him, it necessarily elicited and
enabled a life of faith and love in
solidarity with othars, Such grace,
in the words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
whom bishop Ambalavanar often
guoted in his homilies, “is costly
because it calls us to follow, and it
is grace because it calls us to follow
Jesus Christ... Above all, it 15 costly
because it cost God the life of his
Son.” Of the many aspects of the
powerful demanstration of God's love
in the ministry of the bishop few
stand quite explicit that people
continue to remember this man with
gratitude to God. First of all, his
commitment to see the world from

“FOR THE SAKE OF THE GRACE GIVEN TO ME”

the perspective ol the poor and the
marginalized. He always believed
in the hermeneutics that called for
application and not that which
talked about explanation for the
plight of the poor and the needy.
“Faith Seeking Understanding” was
the thriving force behind his great
‘yision' for humanity that his
vonception of the church and its
mission was none other than "An
Ecclesiology of New Humanity.”

Secondly, bishop Ambalavanar
always championed the cause of
the Tamils. He grasped every
single opportunity to assert the
inalienable rights of the Tamils for
self-determination. He strongly
believed in the " Thimbu Principle.
In the context of pains and sorrows
af our people, Bishop asserted that
the Advocacy for Justice and Peace
is our path to God's Reign of
Harmaony and Solidarity. It is of
pertinence that Dr Ernest A
Champron described him as “A Just
Man for a Just Cause.” Thirdly,
one could boldly say that the peak
of his tenure as the hishop of Jaffna
Diocese was the establishment of
a Seminary in Jaftna where
theological formation could be
given in one's own context,

It is said of Dr Albert Schvseitzer
that the greatest contribution he
made to the society was not what
he did by himself but what others
had done because of him. Truly,
bishop Ambalavanar's great
contribution to the church and to
the society at large could be
realized in what we continue to do
because of the "heavenly vision”
this man had and saw that it was
realized in his ministry "for the sake
of grace given to him by God."

Daniel S. Thiagarajah
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Andra Pradesh, India, saw God's spirit in him when he was very young,
and all those whom he served and lead knew how the Spirit of God moved
through him to spread the Good News of Jesus into areas far beyond the
Jaffna Peninsula, by establishing churches and institutions to serve the poorest
and the people most afflicted by the protracted civil war. As a youth, Bishop
Ambalavanar was an evangelist in the YMCA at Jattna College, in which he
was the only student inits history to be President.

As a student a1 Jaffna College he was a leader in the Student Christian
Mouefﬂen!l and ather youth and world organizations. His involvement in Christian
arganizations worldwide broadened as Bishop to offers of high positions in the
CSl, and participation in organizations such as the Christian Council of Asia
and the World Council of Churches. Yet his first and most committed loyalty
was Fo the Tamils of Sri Lanka with whom, as shepherd, he suffered all the
anguish, pain, and suffering of his flock, becoming a symbal of faith and

hope. One of his r uch-loved quotes was, “Wh h i
-1 en the going gets t I 1
: ¢ i 4 Qe tough, the

Eecay:;e Bishop Ambalavanar was able to harmaonize his Christian and Tamil
identities, when “the shadow of the cross fell on the Tamil peaple” he stood
as a model for Tamils: Christians, Hindus and Muslems, But his ("{)I'I]]';Hhs“ioll
extended, even as Christ taught us, to his enemies. He was lZL]I1(“{-‘I'H.BL| 1‘|1'il
unders.tandable Tamil anger not be turned against innocent Su1|‘mi;|'pw e :)r
the paid soldiers of the government who only executed arders Ir.er a‘biw;

As a youth, Bishep Ambalavanar excelled in academics, oratory, creative
writing, scouting and sports. As an adult he spoke and wrote with maving

2ND YEAR REMEMBRANCE .

127TH September 2007

APPRECIATION

@
3
™
£

Brada, the Daughterinlaw ol
r.&Mrs, A Y. Rajaratnam and a long
time reader of the Morning Star passed
away in England. Breda was the only
daughter of the late Mr, Marresey
James and of Mrs Julia Maorresey of
Ireland She had two loving younger
brothers, Michael and Richard, Breda

MRS. PARAMSOTHYAMMAL
AlYATHURAI

and Joe met each other while they
were studying in Ireland . Later they
got united in holy matrimony in
September 1987, Breda joined
Barclays Bank in 1988 and worked
there until she died. She was invelved
in voluntary word for Sutton Coungil,
looking after patients suffering from
Alzheimer's disease. She also devoted
herself to Church activities,

Breda was the embodiment of love
and affection. Though she belonged
to a towlly different culture and

E'en for the dead | will not
hind my soul to giief;
Death cannot long divide,
For it is not as though the rose
that climbed my garden wall
Has blossomed on the other side?

Death does hide,
But not divide;
You are but on Christ’s other side!
You are with Christ, and Christ with me;
In Christ united still are we.

background she became an integral
part of the entire family and friends,
that it is extremely difficult to accept
her untimely death. She proved herself
Dearest Ammaly, to be a very loving wife, and an
affectionate daughter-in-law and

You have left behind a legacy
which time cannot obliterate
Affectionately remembered

Breda will be sadly
missed by a large number of relations

sisler i law

and friends with whom she kept in

By
«Children, Sons in Law, Daughters in Lawy touch. May her soul find the well
" Grandchildren and loved ones. = deserved eternal rest and peace in the

" 4, Ebert Place, Colombo 05. e Fara ot JaslE.
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By: Mr.R.J.Gunaratnam.

eloquence, grounded in his vast knowledge gained from his extensive reading,
even when his days were so full, Rev. Bubsy Arulampalam of the United
Church of Australia says Bishop Ambalavanar was “a man who dared to
dream!, and his type of dream took courage and had practical applications."He
was a visionary and a careful planner”, says Rev S. Jeyanesan. He encouraged
his pastors to dream so they thought big and acted accordingly. He was alsa
an enthusiastic gardener as a boy and later his first project was starting Varany
Farm in 1973. As a young student at Serampore Seminary, young D.J.
Ambalavanar was turned to as a mediatar among his fellow students because
of his experience, knowledge, and sense of humaor, and later as Bishop be
became an arbiter even at the WCC.

Bishop Ambalavanar's father died when his four children were still very young,
so D.J. stepped in to became both father and brother to his younger siblings.
On a small pastor’'s widow's salary money was tight but the bishop saw to it
that he educated himself and his brother, influencing him to become a
missionary with the Council of World Missions in the Central Pacific. As bishop
he saw to it that the pastor’'s widow's pensions were increased and set up
Boys' and Girls' Homes for the fatherless and orphans. He also started Homes
for Handicapped Children, Day Care Centres, Vocational Training Centres,
Housing Projects and a mahile clinic. Mr. Rajan Kadirgamar says that Bishop
sought ‘the lost, the last, and the least”. During the political & social upheavals,
says Rev, Or. W.G, Wickramasinghe, “inn s wisdam he called for drastic
changes 1 a structure which confined some segments of society to a sub-
human level of existence.” The €51 became a church for people of all walks
of life and all social backgrounds, To prepare pastors to serve this growing
church Bishop Ambalavanar started the Christian Theological Seminary from
which young men, and later women, from all strata of society have been sent
forth in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to minister to his people. And so
we pay tribute to these two revered leaders whose influence continues to
inspire us and whose Christian faith and works are an example to us all,

Grace Bunker

Quotations are from Thought for the day
“In Obedience to the Heavenly

i | : History is populated by tyrants
Vision and Dr, Samuel Fiske Green'".

who have done the inconceivable.

And the button exists.
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