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“VISIONING NEW LIFE TOGETHER AMONG ASIAN ELIGIONS”

—TWE THIRD CONGRESS OF ASIAN THEOLOGIANS SET THE THEOLOGICAL AGENDA FOR THE MILLENNIUM

More than One hundred and twenty Asian Theologians met in Yogyakarta,
Indonesia from August 05-11, 2001 and deliberated on the theme "Visioning
New Life Together Among Asian Religions” to come out with a relevant
theological agenda for this millennium.

The Congress of Asian Theologians was founded in the year 1997 when a
few important arganizations viz,, Christian Conference of Asia [CCA], South
Asia Theological Research Institute of the Board of Theological Education of
Senate of Serampore College [SATHRI, Association of Theological Education
in South East Asia |[ATESEA! and Programme for Theology and Cultures in
Asia [PTCA| played the key role in bringing together thealogians in Suwon,
Korea on the theme “Asian Theology in a Changing Asia; Asian Theological
Agenda Towards the 21st Century "

The second Congress had “Celebrating Life in Asia" as its theme when it met
in Bangalore, India in 1999, [t is appropriata that the theme of this Congress
was carefully chosen by the organizers to come to terms with the present
day's challenges. Itis noteworthy to observe that the CCA has for some time
been focussing on the theme “LIFE." The theme Eleventh General Assembly
of CCA held in 2000 in Tomohen, Indonesia was “Time For Fullness of Life for
All." Bishop Jebanesan was one of the delegates at this Assembly. Ina world
that is full of hatredness and enmity with regard to religions and cultures, the
theme poses an enormous challenge to all of us. Many atrocities have been
experienced in Indonesia. It made everyone think whether religions da in fact
pramote harmony and peace.

The Third Congress had Dr Wesley Ariarajah as the keynote speaker. He
spoke on "Asian Christian Theological Task in the Midst of Other Religious
Traditions.” Professor Felix Wilfred, the Head of Department of Christian
studies of University of Madras, respended him, The other speakers included
Fr. Thomas Michel, s.j., of the FABC, Dr. Francis Xavier D'Sa of Papal [nstitute,

Pune, Dr Packiam T. Samuel of NCCI and Dr Ms. Chung Hyung Kyung of

Union Theological Seminary, New Yoric. The respondents for these speakers
were Dr. Ms. Patricia Martinez of Malaysia, Dr Sathi Clarke from UTC,
Bangalore, Professor Anthony Fernando of Sri Lanka and Dr Damayanthi Niles
of Eden Theological Seminary, USA. It is of pertinence to note that presentations
on the theme were also made by representatives of other faiths namely Dr
Ibrahim Abu-Rabi, Swami Agnivesh and Professor Sulak Sivaraksha.

Mr. G. Bajanayagam, former principal of Jaffna College, Dr Anton:-Matthias of
the University of Jaffna and Rev, Ebenezer Joseph of the NCC-SL were the
delegates from Sri Lanka. Rev. Dr Daniel S. Thiagarajah, Executive Secretary
of Faith, Mission and Unity of CCA was the coordinatar of this grnm ayvent.
The officers chosen for the Fourth Congress were Dr Ms. Wong Wai Ching
and Dr Kuncheria Pathil [Moderators|, Dr Daniel 5. Thiagarajah [Secretary| and
Ms. Sophie Bodegan [Treasurer],

ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION IN JAFFNA

The Council of NGOs Jaffna i its final report on the framework for relief,
rehabilitation and reconstruction Jaffna Peninsula has identified the problems
listed below: 5

a) Deforestation Destruction of vegetative cover (Indiscriminate felling of
trees for security purpose which is continuing unabated

Wind erosion

Sea erosion

Salinity spread

Sea water seepage inside the wells

Lime stone excavation

Uncontrolled sand excavation

Destruction of Mangrove farests in the Lagoon

Excessive nitrate content in the ground water

Destruction of coral reef

Industrial and Transport related noxious omissions and affluence

The following is recommended by them:

Retorestation programme

Replanting of Palmyrah and Coconut Palms which adds to income generation
Natural calamities like floods, cyclones and droughts have highlighted the
need for remedial action. Training needs to be provided to the NGO Staff and
private sector managers. ; :
Adequate financial resources for follow up action.

MEDICINES FOR THE THIRD QUARTER  SALE OF OLD STOCK
The Superint_endent of Health Se_rvices Officers of the Health Department ¢
Jaffna has informed that medicines who made a surprise visit to the shops,

for the third quarter for the Jaffna | : AN
District has not been sent to Jaffna in Manipay have found biseuits and
milk powder which have passed the

yet. They had been informed that the
dates of expiry have been put to sale.

delay was due to the obtaining of
The Officers of the Health Department

clearance from the Ministry of
Defence. had destroyed these items.

ACUTE DROUGHT AT KARAINAGAR
Most of the fresh water ponds at Karainagar have dried up and the cattle are
roaming around in search of water. Some animals in an attempt to get water
from the wells fall into them and get drowned, Sometimes the animals are
rescued by the people living around the wells,

ASHRAM ANNIVERSARY

The Christa Seva Ashram will celebrate its 63rd anniversary on Saturday, the
25th August. The Rev. Dr, Daniel Thiagarajah, Executive Secretary for
Faith Mission & Unity of the Christian Conference of Asia will preach the
sermon at the anniversary celebration this year. He will also conduct a bible
study during the thanksgiving service :

MEDITATION

Make me Thy labourer,

Let me not dream of ever looking back,

Let not my knees be feeble, hands be slack,

O make me strong to labour, strong to bear,

From the rising of the morning till the stars appear.

Rev, B, Thevathas and his bride Joy_after then \Wedding on 03-08-2001.
The Pastors of the JDCSI greet the new Couple

Destruction of s C. 5.l Church
and Parsonage in the recent incident
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Friday 1Tth August

THE MORNING STAR

~~ EDITORIAL
THE FORGOTTEN ONES! .

“Man was born free, and he is
everywhere in chains” was the
opening sentence in the classical
work “ The Social Contract” by the
famous French Philesopher and
Political Scientist Jean -Jacques
Rousseau(1712-78).

Though more than two-centuries have
lapsed, Rousseau's ringing words still
hold goed as far as the Tamil people
are concerned. To the three miliion
Tamils living in the North and East,
these words are a grim reminder of
their fifty years of oppression and
discrimination under the Sri Lankan
M governments_whichever came to
power since the independence..

One of the most barbarous act
besides the war, which kills people
in thousands and cause physical
disahility, destroy property worth
billions, never ending displacement
and that quenches hope for survival
for any Tamil is the arbitrary arrests
that are being done in the name of
| 28

It is understood that the police
routirtely stop and harass Tamil
warkers and youth. Many are
detained for questioning and are often
subject to torture by the police and
special security investigation
divisions. Under the provisions of the
PTA, detainees can be held for three
months without being produced
before a court and up to 18 months
before being charged and put on trial.
It is also believed that the |egislation
also allows for the use of confessions
as evidence in court—a pravision that
is open to gross abuse by the
gl o Mt yetiErooe s

"More than 18,000 persons, mostly
Tamils, were arrested under the
draconian Emergency Regulations
{ER] and the Prevention of Terrorism
Act [PTA} last year said a senior
human rights” warker in Colombo
Wednesday. "The press in Colombo
reported 13514 arrests under the ER
and PTA from January to November
2000. More than forty percent of the
A

* detained 146 people, mostly

1

arrests under the ER and PTA are
not reported by the press here"

The above mentioned statistics was
reported in one of the sources in
March this year. The number of
arrests doesn’t include the number
of those that come under those who
have ‘“disappeared”. Many
incidents have taken place since
then have paved way for more
arrests. The recent incident at the
International air port is one of such.
It is understood that the Police have

Tamils, from the vicinity of
Colombo’s international airport that
was attacked by Tamil rebels [ast
month, a police officer said on
Monday.

The Human Rights Organizations,
like the UNHCR, and very few
lawyers who do not count the cost
of raising voice for the detainees
know the agony of the prison life
and the cost of detention in Sri
Lanka.

The true discipleship that Jesus
taught s portrayed in the Gaspel
of Matthew, chapter 25, the
Parable of the Sheep and the Goat.
The ones who have been chosen
to enjoy the privileges that Jesus
gives are the ones whu have
actively participated for the
upliftment of the ones who undergo
persecution and agony. The church
caonfines itself to the “spiritual life”
of the flock and finds contentment
in helping the unfortunate ones with
the little social service it does, The
most neglected ones are those who
suffer under detention. The
discipleship of Jesus Christ should
be equated with the service to the
helpless ones. It is time that the
church pay heed to this call and
explore ways and means ta minister
to those who suffer under
detention. *...Come, you that are
blessed by my father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you.....| was
in the prison and you visited me."

1) 55

g

JAFFNA CHRISTIAN UNION ANNUAL
CONVENTION

Rev. Mathews Karunakaran was the
speaker at the Annual Convention of the
Jatfna Christian Union which took place
at Bishop Kulandran Hall in the Jaffna
College Undergraduate Department,
Hospital Road, Jaffna, On the first day
of the Convention on the 2nd of August
the worship service was conducted by
the Jaffna Digcese of the Church of South
India at which the Bishop introduced (he
speaker. The second day service was
canducted by the Anglican Church of
Jaffna. The Methodist Church in Jafina
canducted the third service. Rev,
Karunakaran also condugted some singing
classes for Carnatic Music enthusiasts in
the mornings in the Bishop Kulandran Hall.
Rev. Mathews Karunakaran who arrived
in Jatfna on the 27th of July is due to
return on the Gth of September. Hea is
staying at Christian Theological Seminary,
Maruthanamadam.

RELEASE OF SOUVENIR

“The Pathukavalan” , the fortnightly
journal of the Roman Catholic Church
completed 125 years of publication,
It also won the award for the best
The
Souvenir was formally released on

designed paper this year.

Saturday the 4th August at the
Catechistical Centre, Jaffna,
Greetings were brought from various
organizations and newspapers
published in Jaffna. Speeches were
made by the Roman Catholic Bishop,
the CSI Bishop, the Vicar General of
Jatfna and the Jaftna Superiar of the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate,

hoL—

VISIT OF WORLD BANK OFFICERS
World Bank Officers consisting of
Mariana Todorova - Country Director,
Nihal Fernando and Saraswathy
Dahanayake visited Jaffna during the
second week of August 2001, They
met members of the People’s Council
for Paace and Goodwill on Friday the
10th instant, Ms. Mariana Todorova
said that the World Bank has decided
to help North Eastern Province even
though it is an area of conflict. She
also said the World Bank will come in
a big way for the reconstruction and
resettlement of the North East
Pravince if peace is restored in these
areas.

NALLUR FESTIVAL

Nallur Kanthasamy Temple festival the
most important Hindu festival in
Jaffna is now being celebrated. As
usual Nallur area is a bee-hive of
activity with shops, buses and
bicycles. Because of the curfew the
daily programme closes at 6.00 p.m.
The climax of the festival namely
Chariot Festival {Ther Festival) will be
on Friday the 17th

It isn't the thing you do, dear,
It's the thing you leave undone,
That gives you the bitter heartache
At the setting of the sun;
The tender word unspoken,
The letter you did not write,
The flowers you might have sent, dear,
Are your haunting ghosts at night.

The stone you might have lifted
Qut of your Brother's way,
The bit of heartfelt counsel
You were hurried too much to say;
The loving touch of the hand, dear,
The gentle and winsome tone,
That you had na time or thought for,
With troubles enough of your own.

' These little acts of kindness,

So easily out of mind,
These chances to be angels,
Which even mortals find-
They come in the nights of silence,
To take away the grief,
When hope is faint and feeble,
And a drought has stopped belief,

Eor life is all too short, dear.
And sarrow is all too great,
To allow our slow compassion
That tarries until too late.
And it's not the thing you do dear,
It's the thing you leave undone,
That gives you the bitter heartache,
At the setting of the sun.

Adelaide Proctor,

SAM ANNAN MEMORIAL HOSTEL
Work on the construction of the Sam
Annan Memorial Hostel has
commenced at the Ashram, It 1s being
constructed at a cost Rs. Four Million.
It will conisist of six rooms,

The Bishop of Colombo Rt. Rev, Dulip
de Chickera has come forward to
contribute his mite towards this
building. The Ashram Board is
expecting contributions from other
the
construction of this Hostel, The
Chairperson of the Ashram Board is
Rey, K. Karunasekera and.the
Chairperson of the Building Committee

is Bishop S. Jebanesan.

church organizations for

DROP IN PRICE OF ONIONS

Onions which was sold for Rs.100/
= per kilo dropped to prices between
Rs.5/= and Rs.10/= in the markets
of Jaffna, This being the harvesting
season the surplus of supply is
dumped in the markets as there is no
possibility of sending it to South of
the Country, f

FOUR INDIAN FISHERMEN ARRESTED
At the sea near the Island of Delft
four Indian Fishermen were arrested
on Wednesday the 8th August. They
were produced before the District
Mr. T. Vicknarajah who
remanded them for two weeks.

Judge.

REV. D.R. AMBALAVANAR CELEBRATES
BIRTHDAY

Rev. D.R. Ambalavanar, Dean of
Students of the Christian Theological
Seminary, Maruthanamadam
celebrated his 78th birthday on
Sunday the 5th August. He was born
in 1924 to the late Mr. & Mrs,
Ambalavanar of Pungudutivu, Rev.
Mathews Karunakaran, Lecturer in
Carnatic Music of the Tamilnadu
Theological Seminary, Madurai
the the
Communion Service which took place

preached sermon at
in the main hall of the seminary. Rev.
Karunakaran was a student of Rev.
D.R. Ambalavanar at Tamilnadu
Theological Seminary, Madurai. He
composed a lyric and set the music
for the occasion, The Communion
Service was followed by fellowship
tea at which close friends and
students of Rev. D.R. Ambalavanar
participated.

REFLECTION......

rular's power (Sharp, 1973, Curtsey
L

Since all governments (whether democratic of totalitarian) are dependent
on the society they rule, a regime can be weakened and shattered by the
undermining and severance of its source of power. If the subjects deny the
ruler's right to rule and command,
agreement, or group consent, which makes possible the existing
government, This loss of authority sets in motion the disintegration of the
‘Scarred Minds')

they are withdrawing the general
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