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Riglteousness Exalteth A Nation. But Sin is a Reproach to any people.
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"ABOUT 240 VICTIMS OF TORTURE ARE BROUGHT MONTHLY TO SRI LANKA'S PUBLIC HEALTH. "

SAYS BISHOP OF MANNAR

Rt Rev. Dr Rayappu Joseph, Bishop
of Mannar in a message to ACAT
{Action de Chretigns poue I'Abolition de
la Torturel, said that careful studies
revealed that about 240 wvictims of
torture are brought monthly to Sn
Lanka's Public Health. "Those not
brought to these institutions, | am
certain, would be several times this
number,” he added. “The types of
torture resortad to by the national armed

AUGUST SPLENDOUR

It was a mormng of fun and musie,
truly an August Splandour, when the
Colombo Branch of the Past Pupils
Association of Uduvil Girls” College held
its Cotfee Morning, on August 18,
2001, as a fund-raiser for their alma
mater. Chief Guests at the event were
Mr. and Mrs. K. Nirmalan, well wishers
of the scheol. Guests of Honour were
the prineipal of Uduvil Girls' College, Dr.
C. V. Selliah, Ms. Grace Bunker,
mussionary and Teacher of English at the
dincesan educational institutions and
Mrs. A.5. Kanagaratnam, past pupil of
the school.

The President of the PPA, Grace
Muttiah, in her welcome speech
expressed her pleasure at the presence
of the principal and the staff of Uduvil
Girls' College. The young and the old
gathered at the function, were thrilled
by the presence of a surprise Guesi of
Honaur at the event, cnicketer, Russell
Arnold. son of past Uduvilite, Pathmin
Arnnld

Entertamers at the event were wel
known singers, Sithy Omar and Ronnia
Leitch who kept the crowd tapping their
feet, Compere at the show was Faizal
Bongse, popular TV presenter. A variety
of other quality items were given by past
pupils and their children as thei
cantribution towards the suceess of the

gvent. The vate of thanks was
“THE WILL TO FREEDOM "
A new book, 'The Will to

Freedom,' written by Ms. Adele
Balasingham, wife of the LTTE
thearetician Dr. Anton Balasingham
and a person who has lived and
warked in India and Sri Lanka for more
than twenty years, was released this
week.

Written in a historical, semi-
autobiographical style, the book
provides an internal study of two
decades of armed resistance by the
Tamil Tiger movement and its
leadership, the hook centains
exclusive photographs and survey of
1o decades ol
histary of the Tamil armed rasistance
“This book will be of nterest ta all
thogse wha want 1o study the mside
the Tamil
mioverrent,” sai Farmax Publishing Lrd

the evolutignary

slary of resistance

forces and prison authorities on Tamil
:il!SDI'&(‘.TH and prsoners n remand are
harrilile and beyond description,” The
Bishop said the great imajority of victims
of tarture in Sn Lanka's war zones did
not dare to reveal their experiences even
to judicial medical officers, following
death threats by the perpetrators,
“Tamil youths are indiscriminately
arrested on the slightest suspicion; kept
for months and years without proper

proposed by Thilaka Yogananthan,
sepretary of the PPA. The morning
ended with the singing of the Uduvil
chorus “Uduvil will shine tanight” by
past pupils, who went up in large
numbers to the stage te sing their
blessings on theit alina mater.

A part of this year's proceeds is
heing gliven towsards the secondary
education of lwo deserving Grade Six
students fram Uduvil, This was the
second fundraising event organized by
the PPA ol Colombo in recent years,
The last Coffee Maorning, titled
September Shades was held in 1993 to
mark the 175th anniversary of the
sehool, The proceeds from September
Shades went towards the Building Fund
of the Harriet Winslow Memuarial
Science Block.

* Harriet Winslow was the pioneer
missionary principal of Udovil Girls' College.

FOUR TAMIL PARTIES SIGN MOU

Leaders of the Tamil parties’ alliance
signed a Memorandum of Understanding
IMOU) an Saturday, October 20, 2001
o gontest the forthcaming General

Election under one  symbol.
Wir.R Sampanthan on behalt of Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF),

Mr N.Kumarakuruparan an behalt of All
Geylon Tamil Congress (ACTCE, Mr N.Sri
Kantha on behalf of Tamil Eelam
[iheration Organization (TELO) and
Mr.Suresh Premachandran of behalf af
Eelam Feaples' Revalutionary Liberation
Front (EPRLF-Suresh wingl have signed
the MOU.

The report released by the four Tamil
party alliance is almost a ‘manifesto’ of
these parties. It has stipulated that the
traditional homeland conegpt of the Tamils
must be acceptad and pelitical tatks mist
procead on the basis of guaranteeing selt-
determination. This, they have said as the
only way to solve the ethnie crisis within
a united Sri Lanka

The TULF, TELO, ACTC and EPRLE
have categorically said that it is the
aspiration of Tamils. The groups that 17
to go on ndependently have now realized
that that they have to be united in ordar
1o win the rights of Tamils, At the same
timea all of them have expressed their
agreement with the paramount sacrifice
that had been made by the LTTE and
juslified the anmed struggle: To this extant
the four party alliance has said that it 1s
by tallking to the ETTE the nattheast

preahlem ol be seftled

mguiry, and subjected o mhuman
torture, until they accept false
accusations made against them.
Thausands of Tamils are still languishing
in detention centres and prisons, " said
Rt Rev. Dr Joseph. !

“The Church in the war areas makes
all possible efforts to bring to light such
atroeities and calls for justice.” Sri
Lanka's Prevention of Terrorism Act
[PTA} allows for arbitrary arrest, tartire

REPRINT OF REVE K
YESUTHASAN'S WORK

Wi Rostian Gunaratnam is planming
to reprint all the books of the late Rev E
[ Yesuthasan of Usan, Chavakacheri.
Rushan Gunaratriam is the son of Mr &
Mrs B J Gunaratnam, grandson of Rev
& Mrs. N, Kathiraveloo and a great-
grandson of Rev & Mrs E K Yesuthasan.

O0SAMA BIN LADEN IN PUTTLAM!!

It is reported in 'Uthayan,” a Tamil
Newvspaper that is published from Jatfna
that one Mohamad Saddam of Mannar
Road, Puttlam has named his san {born
on 13 October 2001), "Mohamad
Osama Bin Laden.” Mohamad Saddam
is an admirer of Saddam Hussain,

PROFESSOR BALACHANDRAN
PASSES AWAY

'Morning Star’ regrets to inform the
death of Proftessor. 5. Balachandran,
Dean of Faculty of Arts, University of
Jattna. Prof. Balachandran, aged 58 at
the lime of death, has not been well far
three weeks and was being treated at
the Government Hospital, Jattna.

On completion of a Special Degree
in Arts at University of Sri Lanka,
Peredeniva, he obtained a special degree
in Birmingham, London, He served more
than 30 years as a Lecturer in the
Universities of Colombe and Jaffna,
Praf, Balachandran has been the Head
of Geography Department from 1992
99 hefore he assumed duties as the
Dean of Faculty of Arts. He also served
as the President of University Statf
Couneil and was in-charge of the
magazing "Chinthanai.” [t was
remarkable of him to have written fram
his haospital bed the Memaorial Lecture
that was to be delivered at the recently
held convocation,

The University community gave a
fitting ‘farewell® to this great
academician at an occasion headed by
Pratessor | Kumaravel, the Acting Vice
Chancellar. Tamil community mourns
at the death of a person who has
contrliutad sa mueh,

in detention and prolonged detention
without trial, According to human rights
lawyers, an estimated 95 per cent of
the prisoners are acquitted after
spending menths or years inside,
because it is medically proven that their
confession was signed under torture.
leourtesy: Religious Perspectlives on
Human Rights E-Mewsletter Vol 3.
No.43; October 22, 2001)

MR NOEL RAJARATNAM ACCOUNTANT
FOR METHODIST CHURCH ¥
Mr. Noel Rajaratnam, son of the late
Mr & Mrs, P.E.Rajaratnam of Manipay
and brother of Milroy, Lloyd, Henry,
Richard, Alex, William and Mrs. Mather
has been appointed Treasurer of the
Methodist Chureh of United Kingdam.
‘The Marning Star” congratulates him
and wishes him many years of fruitful
service to the Methodist Church.

BISHOP PREACHES AT PUTNEY
METHODIST CHURCH

Qur Bishop, Rt Rev Dr S Jebanesan,
preached at the Putney Methodist Church
(Warship in Harrow) on Sunday, the Q7
October 2001, The service was led by
Rev 5 Alexander, the Parish Minister,

ANTHRAX' FEARS SPREAD IN
coLOMBO

Anthrax tears spread in Colombo
after suspicious letters containing a
powder like substance have been
received at the American, French,
Australian and Indian Embassies as
well as the offices of (he Uiited
Nations Development Program in
Cotomboao, a leading private schoal, the
police, and aft least two business
establishments.

It is informed that the letters have
all been sent for testing - but the
results are not yet known. The person
who opened the letter is already on a
dosage of antibiotics to counter any
passible infection, UN sources said
the roem in which the letter was
opened has been sealed until medical
tests confirm the contents in the
ehvelope are either virulent or a hoax.

Dr. Silomina Chandrasiri,
Consultant Microbiologist at Sri
Lanka's Medical Research Institute
said that the MRI had not yet begun
to test the suspicious envelopes sent
by the embassies for canfirmation.
"We will begin to do so this week as
we need to initially grow the
substance in a medium and it will take
at least 72 hours before we can issue
a preliminary report, " she asserted.

Medifeaticn.

I chosen men and women had never been alone,
In deepest silence open-doored to God,
No greatness would gver have heen dreamed ot done
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I ED.|TO RIAL
(" CYCLE OF VIOLENCE

Not long ago, the editor Tocused
on the unexpested suicidlal attack on
1he tallest buildings in New Yark, and
xpecting retaliation, mentioned that
it is always good to be slow in taking
revenge. Sadly enough the 'strike
an terrorism’, which still cantinues
prahably has taken or will take more
lives than the ‘lost hes N those
buildings. Now another new warfare
threatens the whale warld,  The
powdered biological weapan anthrax,
which is said to be highly lethal,
scares everyone wha is ready to open
the mail. Truly énaugh i Is a
|oathsome instrument of war and
terror. It is nathing but the
manifestation of cycle of violence,
The slagans used by the nations
involved are “the holy war, " “war in
the name of God," and "God Bless
our Nation', make me think whether
they take for granted that the
religions have given sanction from
God far such destruction of the
nations., But what ramains is the
innogent vietims in each act of
violence.

Biblical scholar Baymund
Schwager paints ouf that yiolence is
the most often mentioned activity in
the Hebrew Bible, This vialence is n
part the residue of false idea about
God carried over from the general
human past, God has been portrayed
as taking the side of anly one nation,
and calls on Israel to exterminate its

NnEvern !_ill(‘.:'.lllnln.-i! 1o the [_'If.‘l:w||r’f"\l\|'l_"
of the persecutors by seaking revengs
He totally rejected gomglicity m
viglence, Though he advocaled
resistance of evil that laads ta violence
in any form, he always took the side
of the victims and identified with their
sufferings. Furthermare he himself
hecame the victim of an unjust system
that gave sanction for violence. Thus
the scripture reveals the fact Ihat God
is always on the side of the vigtims.
The core message of the seripture 15
to create a waorld in which there will
be no victims, Toachieve this aspect,
the world should have a just system
that all nations live in harmaony in their
diversities as repeatedly said in the
Bible. The diversity that is seen amang
Religions, Ethnicities, Cultures and so
on is not something that divides rather
it is that which enhances a community.
This concept may seem to be too
abstract, But if only those who base
religion for any kind of vialence pay
heed to this fact, and cease from
justifying war, and gaing to analyze the
root cause of violence in order to solve
the (ssues at stake will be the partakers
with God in creating ‘heaven on earth.’
It is apt to conclude with a guote fram
Professor Kumar David's presentation
entitled “The Making and Unmaling of
4 Terronst, “When the Tamil Tigers
say that only because they brought the
Sinhala state and army to its knees cliel
that state take netice of the plight ol
the Tamil people and begin eyven &

eremies and alse msists oo the :

j facade of consultation, they are nght

uniqua refationshi B el 4 Nt gl e future histotian may tocord
I DRI ) e fus Ay 140

Bt s Bt AR (i e masibily the future histor@n iy o

et after the 9 11 events the Wb was
tarced to modify its dupheitous GIRIGH:
East policy. "

for the lirst pme w lwman histary
God begins tu be seen as identified
with the vietims af wislence.

A In the New lestament Jasus Sy
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Crhituary
ASBURY - GANESH DHANAPALAN

‘Morning Star' regrets to record the
death of Ganesh Dhanapalan Asbury on
21 Octaber 2001 in U.K. Beloved
hushand of Angeline, loving son of the
late Jeyasingham Asbury and Flara
Selvamany, son-in-law of the late
Selvadurai and  Punitham  of
Pandaterruppu, brother-in law of Ranjan
Kamala, Hepsy Dayasiri, Eva
Gnanaponraja, Selvini Devanandan.
Funeral will be held en 27 October 2001
at 249 Basinghole Gardens, Sulion,
Surrey SM2 6AP, WKL

A prayer meeting was held at the
residence of his mother-in-law Mrs.
Punitham Sellathurai en October 24,
2001 at No. 11, Wieratne Avenue,
Maunt Lavinia.

A MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR
BREDA

A service to thank God for the life and
witness of Breda Yogendran, wife of
Yogendran Rajaratnam and daughter in-
law of Mr & Mrs A. Y. Rajaratnam of
Uduvil was conducied at Tooting
Anglican Church, London on Saturday
the 13 October 2001, Mr Erlalai Rajan
Rajaratnam gave a tribute to the life of
Breda. BREDA was an Irish girl, who
married Yogendran of Uduvil. They had
a happy married life for fourteen years,
Breda died on 15 February 2001 after
along iliness. The service was followed
by a memorial dinner and all the
members of E K Yesuthasan family in
Londan participated.

“Martha, Martha........."
Like 10:38-42

NEW ROLES, NEW RELATIONSHIPS

Rani's hausehald can be categonized as a famale-headed househald, She had
Iost her hushand some months back and had to fend tor herselt and her childran all
alone, When she was visited first, after the death of her husband, she was 4 wreck
Wherl1 questions were asked of her she would answer n monosyllables, coyly
peeping from behind the curtain. It was ditficult to break the barrer that she had
erected batween harsell and others of the sociely. This was anly natural - for her
hushand's death had attected her, not only emoetionally but also finaneially and
socially. Her husband, who was a daily wage egarner, had brought home enough

money for them to get by, His sudden death had left Rani in o stata of poverty and
A state af further dependence. She had ta depend on her friends and relatives for
money. Ta her life maant nothing anymore.  Despalr and fristraton grpped o

A1y Wit 3 :
When it was sigoested to Rani that she shoutd ran ¢ &l shie said, “Whn
will By bromy e Wien they see g an the road they shu il

Widows are looked upon as inauspiciaus in some communities, for society

Nilmeﬁlthr: woman's ill-fartune far the untimely death of her hushand, Ban was no
exception. Further, a woman who has no husband is
Shellﬁ eriticized about her bahaviour, about har dress and is thought of as Sily
avallable for sexual favours. Rani thus had to live a secluded life for tear of
Unnecessary talk in the village, She sventually emerged winner in this sitvation for
with the help of some of her friends, she slowly started to value harsalf and Ir-;nni

in a vulnerable pasition, for

Ly fpuestion s jetal (ripudines ambarlelad 1 society, whieh denied Wt e liteie
freadom and happiness

Thare are many Woran [t Ban i
i the famata haaded household owing 1a (he war. The Depattiment ol
Gratistins- 1995 records tat femate headed hous Jinlds had increased from V6%
in 1981, 1o 19% in 1981 S 21, 4% in 1994, With the growing intensity of war,
the figures have shot up further, Insush a situation woimen are compstled to
the role of heads af lausehalds and like Hani despite obstacies they fage, thasa
woman slowly find themselves a place in saciety and fit nto their newly acguired
role guite sugsassiully, Changing roles in a sopiefy 18 ot an easy task for societies
5, which are age-old and hard 1o change.
during his time? The bible text Lyike 10:38-
show us clearly Jesus'

Set Lanka, where thara = adrastic incredse

stis and

S5 LITTR

are made up of beliefs and practice

How did Jesus ook at genda roles
42, 15 one of [ha many msta i
wamen, Martha, the aldar sister is bothered about the meal that she has to prepare
far Jesus, She wants to lay a fine table and takes it upon hersell to be busy aliaut
galting it ready She is A typical, traditional woman wha played the role that was
ascepted as the wotnan's role in her society. Martha seems a parson wihe would
not change this situation even i she wanted to, Mary was a different kind of a
purson.  She didd ot think that she had to place her domestic chores over and
above her need to be a disgiple of Christ. In our societies household chores are
expected to gan Arimacy over @ woman's other roles. If the woman has to wark,
she can, but she has to compiate her duties in the domestic scene, |f she wants to
participate actively in ather activities, she had better finish her household duties
first!

Haw does Jesus see this situation with reference to Luke? He says, "Mary has
chosen what is better and it will not be taken away from her.” Jesus tells Martha
that what tradition and culture have dafined far men and women are not necessarily
what they should want for themselves, He tells her that it is alright fora persan 1o
guestion existent practices in saciety and to seek a reversal of roles

Jesus seeks aut situations in which he eould prove to the warld that societal
restrictions placed on women exclude them and deny them their nghts. He sought
the Samaritan woman and dizoussed theology with her despite the societal taboo
ol a Jew conversing with a Samaritan. He saw m the Samaritan woman 2 potential

attitude towards

disciple.

The risen Christ appears to Mary and proved to the world that she loo is warthy
of heing a disciple, capable of spreading the gospel and sharing the good news

When confronted by men of the society who Lrged Jesus ta punish the sinful
woman, Jesus points to them instand and speaks of ther unworthingss. “Hovww can
yoll have double standards i your judgments?
sinner, so are you, " he implies.

When the womsn of Bethany (Mark 14
sat and anamted his head, Jesus crmunends Ber action while onlookers i btiach

hesasks them. “IF this woman 1§ 3
1) wealkar o the houge whane Jesus
it A wastel What audac il

WWhE e s whie was o ot by snciety bepeatse shs Lzl Lkl
contimuatly for many years, dared o toueh the edge of Jesus’ ol Jesis @ alled
aut “Wio touched me! " for penpla to hiear dod went anto heal her o calliogg out,
e made sure that the anipakacs sdentified her and when ho healed harn every
une’s presance, he proved to the onlookers that hie didl not consider the worman
uneclean.

Jesus encouraged women to question the societal mould that they had been
cast inta and used every opportunity to empower them. He taught them to identity
and create spaces for themselves in society, in order that they may realize ther full
potential, Jesus empowered women wha had been taught to internalize secondary
roles, to think in terms of equality with men. This is why he encourages Mary in the
role of a disciple, a declaration which lends empowerment nol only to Mary but to
all wamen down the ages: “Mary has chosen what is better and it will not be taken
away from her.”

Jesus not only urged women but also men to create a community of equals in
which individuals support each other and are interdependent on one another, withaut
feelings of superiority of one over the other. He taught men roles and values, whizh
were positive, gentle, caring, creative and humane values and roles which are
usually connected with women and are termed as “femining” charactenstics. He
shattered his disciples! understanding of power and leadership, in the act of bendmg
low to wash their feet. In this very act, Jesus links up service-roles not only with
lgadership but also with men, Society’s understanding of power and domination are
generally linked up with men. Men thus apprepriate power and leadership in societal
and family relationships - but Jesus taught his men-disciples that they too were
required to serve, to nurture, to care and urges the men of his time who had been
hitherto taught to rule and to dominate - to assume roles of murturing, caring and
SEVICE.

I questioning gender discriminatory practices of his time and affirming women,
Jesus proclaimed to the world that he favoured a community of men and wamen in
gqual partnership. Jesus urged people to "unlearn” negative characteristics, values
and rales and practise values and characteristics that are pasitive - irrespective of
their gendar. For this 1o take place there had to be a reversal of gender roles and the
amernence of new thinking in society. This was an jimportant component of Jesus’
siry which echoed |saiah’s prophecy " gap the former things have taken place
and new things | declare - before they spring nte being | announce theim Lo you"
Jesus thus translated (saiah's proclamation into his context ant time.

Gad calls us to establish new relationships within our sacieties
cultivata equal partnerships i our societies, in our churches, in our workplaces, in
sur enmmunities, Are wo chalengad today to laok for ways to create these new
relationships o our day today encounter with human bemngs?

i

to form and

Shirarae Mills

(i 2efleetion
[ subymit that the tension between science and faith

should be resolved not in terms either of elimination or duality
lut in terms of synthesis,

Teilhard de Chardin

Pranted For the Amerivin €evlon Mission,

Diovesan OfFee, Yaddukoddai, Sei Lanka,
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