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Mixecd Messages Wedding
firchbishop Carey On Gay Marriage, Remarriage, A Female Cantaur, The Marriage of Daniel Sigust Splchqr
ge aniel  The past pupils of Uduvil Girls'

find the New fige

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr, George Carey, recently insisted
that the Church of England will not sanction gay marriages,but
signalled flexibility on the question of the church remarrying divor-
cees. ¥

"| personally believe that marriage is such a major moment in
anyone's life that we as a church should be generous and welcoming
as far as we possibly can be," he said.

Asked if he could envision his post being someday filled by a woman
or a homosexual, he siad a female Archbishop of Canterbury was a
possibility, depending on the findings of a warking group examining
the issue.

But some jaws really droped when Carey revealed oddly enough in
lecture marking the tenth Anniversary of his enthronement -that
Carey had learned from the New Age movement, and thaought the
Church had much to learn from its spirituality, too.

He said he thought New Age ideas were a muddle of bhehefs at
odds with nianistream Chiistianity, until he read Chrstian writers
such as Malthew Fox. Fox was received as an Episcopal priest
several years ago by California Bishop William Swing of United
Religious fame, after he (Fox) was outsted from the Roman C‘@thmic
Church for trying to blend Christianity with New Age notions.

"It took me some time to appreciate that the New Age emphasis
on the sacredness of creation, interconnectedness of all God's
creation and the need to be concerned for our environment, were
all deeply Christian themes but ones 100 often neglected in the
Church,” Carey said.

"It is the first time the Archbishop has spoken of his interest in
New Age," wrote The Daily Telegraph, " But there are no indications
that he has taken to using crystals, reflexology or aromatherapy.”

[From the Christian Challenge- Summer 2001]

€nglish Church Frepares For
Major Belt-Tightening

-

The Church of England's top-level bureaucracy Is 10 be down-
sized and dioceses will seek to merge administrations in a bid to

save millions of pounds for struggling dioceses and clergy pensions.

" As a reaction to the financial pressures we are having to find
sharing administrative costs is one of
the best ways of doing this," said Shawn Farrell, financial secretary
of the Archbishop's Council.

ways of economizing, and

Church House, London, the C of E's central office, 1s to cut up 1o
a third of its employees to finance immediate savings of one million
pounds.

Reports of the cost-cutling measures (ollowed an annguncement
that C of E parishes-already contending with increased financial
demands-Would you be asked Lo contribute an extra 12 million

Arudsuthan, son of Mr. & Mrs. P.
S. Gnanaseelan of Chavakachcheri
to Hepsi Meloney, daughter of Mr.
V. M. Thangarajah and the late
Mrs. Thangarajah of Pandateruppu
took place at 5.30 p.m. at the CSI
Church Colombo on Monday the
20th August. The marriage was
solemnised by the Bishop the R,
Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan, assisted
by the Rev. i R.
Navendranugoolan. The homily
was preached by the Rev. Dr. A.
W. Jebanesan, Lecturer; Lanka
Theological College Pilimatalawa.
The Wedding Service was
followed by a reception at Hotel
Sapphire. The Home Coming of
the newly married couple took
place al Conimara Reception Hall,
Dehiwela on Wednesday the 22nd
Auguisl.

Constitution Changes

As we go lo "press” it has
become known that the two
major political parties in
Parliament are having official talks
on overcoming the present
economic and political impasse.
In the meantime the majot Tamil
party,in parliament has come out
with a statement that unless the
important ethnic problem is also
solved at the sametime, the
country would not progress, but
continue to perish. To them it
appears that the two major
parties are jockeying for positions
of power before the General
Election, which could be held
anytime before next Christmas.
Peace and Constitutional reforms
on the minority problems are a
must, before tinkering with other
aspects of the constitution, say
the Tamil parties.

posnds, 30 percent more, per
year to cover the cost of clergy
pensions.

Another reporl stated that more
than half of the C of E parishes
are unable to afford the full cost
of clergy stipends-stipends
which over half of clerics say are
inadequate- and that a third of
clergy have debts running Into
thousands of pounds.

College Association Colombo
Branch organized a Coffee
Morning with the name "August
Splender” on Saturday the 18th
August at 9.30 a.m. The function
took place at the Empire Ball
Room, Mount Lavinia Hotel. The
Chief Guests were Mr. & Mrs. K.
Nirmalan of USA. The Guests of
Honour were Dr. (Miss) C. V.
Selliah, Miss. Grace Bunker and
Mrs. A. S. Kanagaratnam. Mrs.
Grace Muthiah President of the
Past Pupils Association Colombo
Branch welcomed the guests. This
was followed by a message from
Mrs. Shiranee Mills, Chairperson.
The other items in the programme
were:

® Welcome Dance

[ ] Veenai Vignette

® Faizal Sohgs

® "Streets of Fire”

Mrs.  Thilaka Yoganathan
praposed the Vote of thanks b

Professor Chelvadurai Manogaran
passes away

Chelvadurai Manogaran, retired
Professor of Geography at
International Studies at the
University of Wisconsin-
Parkside, (USA} passed away on
Thursday the 16th August at the
age of 67. He was on a tour of
the northeast United States at the
time of his death.

Prof. Manogaran was born in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and
migrated to his native country Sri
Lanka in 1949. He earned his first
degree at the University of Ceylon
and was appointed lecturer in the
Department of Geography at the
Jaffna College {Undergraduate
Division}. He then proceeded to
the United States in 1966 and
received his MA at the Clark
University in Massachusetts, and
his Ph.D. in Climatology from
Southern lllinois University. He
held the position of Professor of
Geoyraphy and International
Studies at University of Wisconsin
since 1970, until his retirement
last year.

He leaves behind his wife Devi,
two daughters and a grandchild.
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r- EDITORIAL
Ashram Aniversary:

The Christa Seva Ashram will
be celebrating its 62nd
Anniversary on Saturday the
25th August. Rev, Dr. Daniel
Thiagarajah, —  Exegutive
Secretary fp:_ﬂ-g'-M?ssr'on.
Evangelism & Unity-<Thristian
Conference of Asia will be the
Speaker at ‘this solemn
occasion. Even though the
actual date of the anniversary
5215t August, to celebrate it
in a fitting manner with sermon
by eminent speaker, the Ashram
Board fixed the date of
celebrations for the 25th of
August.
Sixty two years age Rev.
Subramaniam Selvaratnam,

Worker in Charge at Araly dared
to be different. After seeing the
Christhakula Ashram at
Thirupathur in Tamilnadu his
idea of discipleship changed.

The dedication and piety of
Perivannan Savarirayan

Yesuthasan and aiher Sevaks at
Thirupathur kindled his spirit.

He felt that many persons in
Tamilnadu were prepared to
sacrifice their lives, and
renounce worldly things to
enjoy the heavenly bliss. The
question that came upper most
in his mind was, is Jaffna barren
in this spiritual adventure? Did
not Jaffna get the necessary
spiritual foed and nourishment
by decades of missionary
enterprise? He offered himself
fully for God's work, reno uncing
the satisfaction'of a happy
married life. The Christa Seva
Ashram came into being at
Maruthanamadam on the 21st
August 1939,

The werds of William Carey, the

Pioneer Missionary of Serampore
became the maotto of the
Ashram:

“Expect great things from God

Attempt great things for God™

Periyannan Selvaralnam was
soon followed by men of similar
calibre. Sinnannan Yesusagayam
came out of the village of Navaly
and became a Sevak and
Lieutenant to Periyannan. He
was soon followed by Sevak
Sam Alfred who came from
Manipay. After Sam Annan &
Sinnannan many young men
Jjoined the Ashram, but they did
net continue with the Ashram
life. For many years the Ashram
meant the famous trio,
Periyannan, Sinnanan and Sam
‘Annan. Periyannan was the
pioneer, Sinnanan was the
baktha and Sam Annan was
dedicated administrator and
arganiser. Just before his death
on 24th January 2000, Sam
Annan renovated and dedicated
the Ashram Chapel. He even
preached at the Ashram Chapel
the day befare his demise. After
the death of Sam Annan the
Ashram Board felt the vaid. Will
there be a person to take charge
of the Ashram upholding its
traditions and ideals'Philp Annan
came from Kiran Batticaloa. He
was made a Sevak Abetshakan
and then Prathama Sevak by the
Bishop of Jaffna, He performs
his duties faithfully and
efficiently. On this historic
occasion we salute the memory
of all these who laboured at the
Ashram. The Ashram had been
the pride of the Christian Church
in Jaffna. Let us hope and pray
that more young people offer
themselves for the service of the
Ashram
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I Carlgle’s Lament for his wife

fighting with bitter pains all day,

,___—--__-—_'—-_—-—_

She wrapped me round like a cloak, to keep all the hard and cold
world off me, When | came home sick with mankind, there she was
on the sofa, always with a cheerful story of sormething or
somebody, and | never knew that she, poor darling, had been
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After 42 ycars

After 42 years | can call Jaffna "Home"
again. Evenafter more than three weeks
in Sri Lanka | shall have moments when
the realisation of where | am seems a
dream. But the feel of the soft, moist, sall
are: the sounds ol crows, car horns, and
venders calling their wares, the sight of
shimmering saris and waving Coconut
palms; the smell of spices and auto hause;

and the taste of Papaya, Plantains and
curry make me know | am in the land of my childhood which | knew

and loved as Ceylon. This fills me with joyous excitement, and | look
torward with anticipation to being participating member of the
community of Jaffna, which has endured extreme hardships for
decades, particularly during the last eighteen years,

As | write | am in Colombo hoping with all my energy to finally get my
clearance paper to go to Jaffna. The warmth of my welcome by Jaffna
people in Colombo has been touching and the hospitality almost
overwhelming but it is Jaffna where | want to be and | am impatient to
get off the boat at KKS on August 22nd with Dr. Chelvi Selliah and 25
Uduvil teachers. They have welcomed me and allowed me to become
one of their Uduvil family by travelling for five days with them by van
through the Hill Country and South along several hundreds of miles of

scenic coastline.

During my stay in Colombo | have been priveleged to talk with many
wise, experienced people from Jaffna and Colembo, gleaning
information, ideas and suggestions to help me prepare to make the
most productive use of my four years here. | expect to teach English
at several levels, participate in Western music, and contribute in other
ways that develop.

While here | have been honoured at the CSI Church and a dinner by
the Colombo Branch of the Jaffna College Alumni. | was delighted to
attend the Sri Lanka- India friendship Society Dinner and the amazing
introduction the Uduvil Alumnis Coffee Morning. On all these occasions
| felt that my father Dr. Sydney Bunker, was with me in spirit, and [
have been saving up remembrance and greetings to pass on o my
mother, Ruth Bunker, wha at 95 years still holds Jaffna close to her
heart, as does my sister Charlotte Sullivan,

I trust that as you read this | will be amaong you in Jaffna where God
has called me, loudly and clearly, to continue the nearly two centuries
of Amercan Missionary participation with the people of Jaffna

Grace Bunker,

To think that little dog should have been the instrument to take
the light of life away from me! what would it be for me now to

have the frame of Trismegistus, without her to be glad atit?

looking like a flower out of the window of her mother's old brick
house, my Jeanie, my queen,

Carlyle to Lord Houghtan

a0t fann W L
Bitg &1y
IJ}-.'I‘.;-J. (ot aam, G

WU QUi it sadt i,

b
I
1
I
I
I
I
|
|

She never had a mean thought or word from the day | first saw her, |
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