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Righteousnesy Exalteth A Nation. But Sin iy o Reproach to any people.
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CATHOLIC BISHOPS URGE SRI LANKAN
POLITICIANS TO RENOUNCE PERSONAL MOTIVES

The Catholic Bishops Conference of Sti Lanka has said in & statement that
while the nation is faced with A Serious war situation, economic instahility,
critminality and moral decadence, with all their resuliant ills, the country's
political leadership appears to be concerned only with their persanal and party
victory. The utterances being made by certain party leaders and candidates
dre 1o say the least tragic-comic. Thelr concerns seem to converge on
superficialiies and 1rifles that do not relate to the 1ssues that atfect the welfare
af the nation

I

The visitors from Switzerland

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

The hoard of Trustees of Jaffna College had their annual meeting at Castle
in the University of Boston an the 28th and 29th of October 2001, The Rev.
A AL Paul represented Jatfna College and the Bishop presented the report of
the Diocese. Mr. A. Rajasingham was present &s a special invites of the
board. The opening service was led by Rev. Paul Clayton Chairman of the
Board, He preached an the text Jeremiah 1.1 19)

At this Service Mis, Evangeline Bickoell, Mrs, E. Blossom and Rev. N.
Subramaniam the close relatives of some ol those present and had passed
away during the course of the year were remembered, A new "Policy Proposal”
was the main item af the meeting, After a lengthy discussion it was resolved
that thie policy proposal should be sent back to the strategy committee for
revision taking inte consideration the mattars that were raised at the meeting.
The following continue as office bearars
Charman Rev. Paul C. Clayton
Vice Charman Bev. Eric A, Gass
Secratary Rev, James Vijeyakumar
Treasurer Mr. Richard Edmunds

FIVE MEDICAL SPECIALIST IN SERVICE

There are anly five madical specalsts waorking o the Jafina Teaching
Haospital while the cadre is 32 and these five specialists have to attend to all
the patients according to the hospital sources, There are 32 sections to be
and these specialists. o

attended by a specialist in egach section
Ganeralmedicine, Surgery, Optical, E.N, T and abstetncs are attending to the
patients i other frelds as wall, This situation has ansen as specialists in other
districts are reluctant for various reasons Lo work in Jaffna. Because ol this
the patients have (o go to Colombo for treatment even thaugh facilities faor

treatment are avallable here

VISIT OF BERN JURA CHURCH MEMBERS FROM
SWITZERLAND

The Jaffra Diocese of the Church of South India runs  many Vocational
Training Centres in the Jaffna Peninsila as well as outside for the young girls
and widows who are alfected by civil war to make them self-reliant and self
dependent. The Reformed Churches of Bern ~ Jura in Switzerland has been
helping with thelr generous funds to run these Training Centres. We have had
the privilege of having a team comprising of Mrs. Brigitte Maorgenthaler
Subramaniam and Mr & Mrs, Maht to Jaffna in our midst from 2nd till the 8th
of Noevember, Mrs, Vimala Jebanesan, wife of our Bishop and President of
the Women's Fellowship of the diocese and the Director of the VTCC made
vvery arrangment to make the visitors trip to the North a success,

They were received by Mrs. Vimala Jebanesan & Mr. G. Rajanayagam
wheo accorded a very warm welcome at the Palaly airport. They were taken
to Uduvil by a specially arranged vehicle of the House of Hope and were
reaeived and entertained by Dr. Miss C.\. Selliah, the Principal of Uduvil Girls
College. Thew first visit was to the Maripay MTC, where 35 girls are being
tramed, The products made by the trainees were shown ta (he visitars and
the children were demonstrated the methed of making those >articles. The
visitars also spent some times with the Medical Superintendent of the Green
Hospital Manipay, Dr. Mrs, Chandra Ambalavanar, It was certainly a privilege
for them to attend the combined schools caral service on Saturday the 3rd
Nevember at 10.00 a.m. at 5t. John's College: They participated a Tamili

Cultural programme staged at Vembadi Girls” High School. Here they said

that they were surprised and proud to see the activities of the Tamil Commnity
despite the horrible war and sufferings and hardship. From there they were
taken to Alaveddy MTC where they had the opportunity to talk with the
children and the teachers.

On Sunday the 4th November, visitors attended the Worship Service at
Uduvil ehurch after which 135 young women who completed their courses at
various diocesan VTCs gathered for a meeting with them. Then the members
of ihe Administrative Committee of the Diocese namely Mr. C. Jeyaratnarm,
Mr. G. Rajanayagam & Rev. V. Rajkumar along with Mr. N.A, Vimalendran,

Dr. Miss €.V, Selliah-and Mrs. V. Jebanesan met them and discussed the
activities of the diocese under the present political situation and the harrars of
wir, They also had a meeting with our Pastars and their wives, All the
Fastors brought to the notice of aur visiters the hardship and the ditficulties
taced by ther parishoners, especially the young girls and women and the
service rendered (o them by our VTCs  Their visits included the VTCs at
Inuvil, Jatfna, Alaveddy, Karainagar. Vaddukoddar and the newly started ones
at Ghandiji Kiramarm and Chullpuram.

On Tuesday the Gth November at 8. 30 p.m, they went to Chavakachcheri
accompanied by the Rev. Earl P. Solomons. Our damaged churches at Nunavil
and Chavakachcher manifested the horrars of war inour part of the eauntry,
Mrs. Brigitte Subramaniam had taken a handful of Chavakachcheri sand to be
taken to her country, this day at 10.00 a.m, there was a grand exhibitien ‘_’f
our VT Ce products at Jaffna College, On ther route to Jatfna College for this
exhibition, -

The visit with the Roman Catholic Bishop was very helpful tg our VI:SItOFS
to have a good perspective of the problems at large from the perspgctwe of
the suffering masses, Mrs, Subramaniam visited his husband's native place
Chunnakam and had lunch with the family. As a token of remembrance of
her first visit to this place she had taken a handful of Chunnakam sand to be
taken to Switzarland, On Thursday the 8th instant at 10.00 a.m. a group
headed by Mrs, Vimala Jebanesan aceompanied the visitors to the Palaly
airport where they bid adios to our visitors, wheo could not control the tears
maoving from thair eyes,

Thl? visit in mh:r parts of the country were arranged by _M’S- Thaya
Thingarajah, tha Sri Lanka Co-ordinator of Jafina-Bern = Jura Project and Mr.
N.S.F. Thampoe, the Director for Projects of the Diocese. Mr A, Gnanathasan

was (nstrumental in helping to organize the itinerary.

Meditation

Whan each earthly brace falls under,
And life spems a restless sea,

Are you then a God-held wonder,
Satisfied and calm and free?
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PEACE SUPPOR GROUP [P.5.G/
AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL POLITICAL PARTIES

AN AGENDA FOR PEACE [GENERAL ELECTIONS 2001]

The December 2001 general elections will be a decisive moment for Sri
Lanka. The winners of the elections will have to decide if, how and when
peace will finally come to a war ravaged country. The political parties that
from the government must confront the question of resoelving the ethnic
conflict from the very outset. Unfortunately, the incessant bickering and
mud slinging of this campaign have detracted from the basis requirement
that the political parties must have a vision for the future with peace and
peacemaking occupying a central place in any future agenda,

Given the lacuna in the present political debate, the Peace Support
Group offers An Agenda for Peace to stimulate thinking and discussion
during the General Elections of December 2001, We place before the
political parties some cardinal ideas that we feel are essential for the country
to move toward a peaceful resolution of the ethnic conflict.

NO MILITARY SOLUTION

The Agenda for Peace proposed by the Peace Support Group is premised
on the belief that there is no military solution to the present conflict. This
is based on the empirical reality that countless military campaigns by both
sides are ravaged the country and not resulted in any side achieving decisive
victory. This is what is described as a "hurting stalemate” in the language
of conflict resolution. In addition, large scale military campaigns have severe
humanitarian consequences that are totally unacceptable in light of
coneerns for human rights. After twenty years of civil war it is very clear
that military victery is unattainable and that successive military campaigns
take an inhuman toll on the civilian population. The recognition that there
is no military solution to the current ethnic conflict must be the starting
point for any agenda for peace.

CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES AND AN EFFECTIVE MONITORING MECHANISM.

The war that has ravaged Sri Lanka for over two decades has taken
many lives, devastated the econoniy and destroyed our guality of life, The
costs of war and the resulling militanization are too heavy a price 1o pay,
H‘;{]HIIIH"V SiGe 1nere |5 no end m Slﬂl'l'l AN No mIlirary sictery l]ﬂ‘i!‘ill!li-!

The recent peace initiatives of the business community stem from this
recognition of the negative impact of the war on the economy. What the,
country needs most is a cessation of hostilities so that peace talks may
commence in a congenial atmosphere.

The Sri Lankan army and the | TTE are each concerned thal the other

will use the time and space aftorded by a cessation of hostilities to
consolidate their military positions and to rearm. The answer to this dilemma
is 1o have an effective monitoring mechanism that inspires confidence on
both sides. An international monitoring team including military personnel
who are aware of ground realities, is a solution that should be explored.
Military personnel may be better able to effectively ensure that undue
advantage is not taken by; either party during the period of a cessation of
hostilities. There must be an end to the death and destruction, especially
for the civilian population of the North and the East. It is time to move
from the battlefield to the negotiating table. Only a cessation of hostilities
with an effective monitoring mechanism can create an atmosphere that
will sustain peace talks.
LIFT THE EMBARGO ON ESSENTIAL ITEMS WITH AN EFFECTIVE MONITORING
MECHANISM.

The embargo that has severaly restricted the flow of food, drugs, and
other essential items to the Vanni, continues to have devastating
humanitarian consequences. Chronic malnutrition is on the rise. Health
facilities are barely available and the lack of essential drugs results il even
preventable diseases going untreated. In addition, infectious diseases such
as cholera are reported frequently. The lack of permanent shelter and
exposure to the elements, further compounds civilian vulnerability to illness
and hardship. Restrictions placed on economic activities such as farming
and fishing exacerbates civilian sutfering, whilst the complete deterioration
of physical and social infrastructure denies the people of the Vanni access
to public services that are theirs by right. The civilian population of the
Vanni is also subjected to extortion and the immmmposition of levies by
the LTTE and para-military groups working with the security forces.
Restrictions placed on the transport of essential items and on the free
movement of persons also affects civilians in other areas of the North and
Fast as well.

The start of the peace process should signal a better hle for the peoplc

living in the North and East. This requires a lifting of the embarge onh 1he
free flow of essential iterns and the restrictions on travel. The security
forces are concerned that lifting the embargo will result in the abuse of the
process by the LTTE. The LTTE is concerned that the lifting of the embargo
will be obstructed by the security forces, This dilemma can be overcome
by establishing another monitoring mechanism made up of individuals
trusted by both parties. These individuals could be national, international
or a combination of both and they should have extensive experience ih
dealing with humanitarian concerns in canflict zones, The fear of abuse
should nat result in untold misery for the civilian population of the North
and East, The dignity of the people of the North and East must be restored
and their quality of life improved.

Fovbibany Bkl Mo

STOP HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AND FORCIBLE RECRUITMENT OF CHILDREN
[he war has resulted in widespread human rights abuses.

guise ol the PTA and emergency regulations,

Under (he
_ ' seoras ol individuals are
dfrlmnml every day the St Lankan security forces. Cases of torure and
disappearances by the security forces are VErY 6omman security forces
Cases of torture and disappearances by the security forces are VEry commion
and perpetrators are rarely punished. In addition, the LTTE and members
pf para military groups are also responsible for violations of human rights
including assassinations. War creates a glimate of Impunity and gives
legitimacy to many acls one will never tolerate in peace time. Hape,
custodial rape and the sexual abuse of women are a serious concern.
Militarization of seciety, ;in particular, the grawing number of armed
deserters and the easy availability of firearms has resulted in an escalation
n erime and violence, Only peace will allow us the opportunity ta bring
justice to the victims and an end to this cyele of crime and violerce,

In recent months there have been many reports of children being forcibly
recruited to join the LTTE, Parents have been asked to give children fo the
movement and other children have been recruited from schools, The
recruitment and deployment of children in combat is not enly inhuman but
a crime of war going against internationally accepted standards including
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, The new International Criminal
Court Statute makes it clear that recruitment of children into the fighting
forces is a crime against humanity. In this context, maximum pressure
should be brought on the LTTE at the local, national, and international
level to ensure that the forcible recruitmént of children ceases. We urge
the government to invite Olara Otunu the United Nations Special
Respresentative on Children and Armed Conflict to revisit the country and
to impress on the LTTE that this type of recruitment vielates international
law and standards. In addition it must be recognized that in terms of its
international commitments the sri Lankan government has a positive
obligation to guarantee the econimic and social rights of children living in
the conflict zones. This includes the right to education,,,, the right to
health and the right to an adequate standard of living as pointed out by
Mr. Otunu on hes visit to Sn Lanka, We urge the government to implement
his recommendations as a matter of urgent priority.

The children of Sri Lanka are ils future, Peace and respect for human
nghts are essential to halt the brutahzation of the next yeneration,
NEGOTIATE A POLITICAL SOLUTION TO THE ETHNIC CONFLICT WITH THIRD
PARTY INTERNATIONAL INVOLVEMENT

The present stalemate makes 1L clear thal any solution to the athnic
conflict will have to be based on negotiations between the Sri Lankan
government and the LTTE. We have to acknowledge that the 5 Lankan
polity has taled 1o solve the ethnie conflicl internally and acknowledge
that the Sri Lankan polity has failed to solve the ethnic conflict internally
and no individual or group has been able to break through the mutual
acrimony and distrust. In addition there are no structures in place that can
guarantee and implement any agreement or solution. Both sides need a
witness who is impartial and objective. All political parties should welcome
the good olfices and facilitation process offered by the Norwegian
government. Such a process is the only way forward and full endorsement
should be given to the Norwegians to continue with their efforts. The
international community should also be called upon to give encouragement
and support to the norwegian effort.

AN AGREEMENT BASED ON POWER-SHARING FOR THE NORTH AND EAST
OF SRILANKA.

Any agreement resulting from the negotiated process should be based
on the concept of power-sharing. The response of successive government
to Tamil aspirations has historically been within the framework of
administrative decentralization or at best an apologetic attempt to devalve
power. Increasingly, there is international acknowledgement that the
devolution of power is not a privilege but a right of a territorially placed
people. Tamil political leadership considers the Tamil living in the North
and the East as a people having the right to self-determination. Successive
Sri Lankan governments continue to regard the Tamil living in the North
and East as.a monority without substantial rights under international law,
However, recent developments, even with regard to the rights of minor‘ities
have pushed for schemes of regional autanomy. The l_Jnitgq Nations
Declaration on The Rights of Minerities states clearly that minorities shquld
be given effective participation in governance. The Office O.I the High
Commissioner for Minorities of the OSCE countries has outlined in the
LUND Recemmendations certain guidelines on what is meant by the term
"affective participation”. These include power-sharing arrangements at
the centre as well as the right to autonomy of a territorial minerity. This
right can find exprassion in confederal, federal, or developed arrangemgnls
depending on the details of the actual negoliations between the parties.

All Tamil pelitical parties from the TULF o the LT IL—. are united in the
balief that the Thimpu principles that recognise Tamil nationality and a tradltlonlal
Tamil homeland should form the basis of a final settlement to the ethmc
conflict. Whilst the Thimpu principles may pose problems for some sections
of the political mainstream i the South of Sri Lanka,m the recngnltlclnrli of th:
Tamil community. as a people with a distinct Iapguagg, cu!tgra. tradition an
identity who have for centuries lived in hismru:lalllv identifiable areas mus't
underpin the negotiating process and a ffnlar po_htical settlema‘nt . Any such
settlement should also protect the distinct identity of the Muslim community

living in the North and East.



have pushed for schemes of regional autonomy  The United Matians
Declaration on The Rights of Minorities states clearly that mmorities should
be given effective participation In governance. The OHice of the High
Commissioner for Minorities of the OSCE countries has eutlined in the
LUND Recommendations certain guidelines on what s meant by the term
“effective participation”. These include power-sharing arrangements al
the centre as well as the right to autonomy of a territorial minority. This
right can find expression in confederal, federal, or developed arrangements
depending on the details of the actual negotiations between the parties.
All Tamil political parties from the TULF to the LTTE are united in the
belief that the Thimpu principles that recognise Tamil natienality and a traditional
Tamil hameland should form the basis of a final settiement to the ethnic
conflict. Whilst the Thimpu principles may pose problems for some sections
of the political mainstream in the South of Sri Lanka, the recognition of the
Tamil community. as a people with a distinet language, culture, tradition and
identity who have for centuries lived in historically identifiable areas musl
underpin the negotiating process and a final political settlement . Any such
settlement should also protect the distinct identity of the Muslim community
living in the North and East.
THE PRIMACY OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY
International documents clearly state that no scheme of aulonomy can
allow regional governments to take away the fundamental rights of people
living in the region. In the Sri Lankan context, this would mean the
strengthening of the Fundamental Rights chapter of the Constitution, The
Human Rights Commission and the setting up of regional institutions for
the protection of human rights. It would also mean that any political solution
to the ethnic conflict must include necessary safeguards in the North and
East for a democratic process, free and fair elections and the right to
dissent. In addition, special measures should be taken to guarantee the
fundamental rights of local minorities living all ever Sri Lanka, in particular
te protect them from discrimination and displacement.
EQUALITYAND NON-DISCRIMINATION

The initial grievances of the Tamil people were related to the denial of
equality at the national level. The disenfranchisement of the Hill Country
Tamils, the Sinhala Only Act, standardisation of university marks, and
other acts of discrimination culminated in the Tamil national movement
for autonomy and secession.

Today, Tamil is also recognised as an official language and there is
now an official Languages Commission. Unfortunately, the decisions of
the Commission are rarely implemented and Tamils are still at a serious
disadvantage in government offices and in receiving government services.
Street signs and aiher such markers continue in many parts of the country
to be only in Sinhala. Any government that is seriously interested in
resolving the ethnic conflict must demonstrate the palitical will and
commitment to implementing the official language policy that guarantees
the language rights of Tamil speaking persons. There is a need to implement
the decisions ef the Official Languages Commission and to strengthen the
commission to ensure equality for the Tamil speaking community.

In addition, since the 1980s, Sri Lankan Tamil recruitment into the
public services has barely been above 1%, This is totally unacceptable
and it compounds the feeling of discrimination and alienation experienced
by Tamil speaking people. The time has come for temporary special
measures including quotas and affirmative action programmes to ensure
that there are sufficient Tamil public servants.

It has been argued that Sri Lanka has a Sinhala State, The symbols of
the State, whether they be language, religion, culture or official ceremonies
are often Sinhala only, Any settlement must reflect the pluralistic nature
of Sri Lankan society and give a multi-ethnic character to the Sri Lankan
state.

COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMMES FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND
REHABILITATION

Sri Lanka is a war torn society. It is time to realise that in certain parts
of the country, war has been and is the living reality. The devastation and
destrggtmr\ caused by the war calls for large scale programmes for relief
rehab[hltatiun and reconstruction.” Whatever prnqramlﬁes far relief and
rehabilitation exist at the moment are grossl.y inadequate ’.’!I'1t’| nn.v
implemented with little consultation with the affected communities. I |L.'a a
matter of urgent necessity to devise a tomprehensive and participatory
strategy for reconstruction and rehabilitation in the North and East. We
are aware lh_al there has been a process of consultation with regard to
relief, rehabilitation and reconsiliation between the gonernment, donors
UN agencies and NGOs. The report of these consultations should be made
:}LIUIIIL' ar'.ld the modalities for implementation of the framework |i|,--a.1 11
1)1?;:1 rﬁg:;:".rlwluinrlcialt:,hmrld emerge from a national dialogue, This dialogue

/ e voice of the people of the North and East, the intarnally
dISTIrIIC?rJ._wm witlows, ex combatants and the war disahled
o \:‘:r :—l::::g;]H'Il’{?irlcljl':;”i;bf :‘;.tlill'l"l|1!'L‘,-hz:ri'|51\.ar.- plan to deal with the problems

_ \FE 45 @ matter of high priority. These are importan)
malters. They cannat weit lor the nnthel 1o end
Huuunr;t.rm;lum ol the couniry does not only involve materal
reuun:;trucnu_u. there must be a process of reconsiliation and Iuwhn: 1
well, The terrible crimes committed during this war must he ;luimu:;\-'h-‘d{ rli
and justice must be done. In this context, a truth and reconsiliation pr:u":]n;q
that encourages self-reflection and allows victims of the i:t"}l]||l('1 :u'[l‘u.-]
some form of relief from the perpetrators Is essential, The Smnhl Airu.-l'-‘h
m:_adel of the modal in El Salvador may be considered and adapted to |II}I1:-'
Sri Lankan context in the post conflict stage to help us come to terrw:
with the cruelty and inhumanity that has ::h;lr:u.:leru;(-!r{ Hm;. we;r. i

@ - — s

REMEMBERING THE DEAD

[ens of thousands ol people have digd during this war. We as A society
have never mourned these deaths or remembered those whao have died
We maourn selectively and in isolation from another, The army meurns its
dead, the LTTE mourns its dead and the political parties mourn theirs. The
civilian population mourn alene. A sense of community comes primarily
from suffering together, being victims as a group. 11 is important to remember
the dead because of the sanctity of life as an end in itself and the value of the
person as an individual. It is alse important to remember the dead so that we
never torget the past and the terrible consequénces of violence, This
ramemberance should be part of our search for healing and reconciliation. It is
important ta acknowledge and support artists organizations and civil society
groups who engage in acts of commemaoration in order to create and sustain
aelimate for peace. Such a climate that privileges the symbaols of peace, the
ideas of peace and the longing Tor peace will put pressure on those who
negoliate the end of this conflict to negatiate in good faith and with goeod
intantions,

Signatories:

Sunilla Abeysekera (sgn)

Sunil Bastian (sgn)

Radhika Coomaraswamy (sgn)
Sudanda Deshapriya (sgnl
Rohan Edrisiha (sgn)
Ketheshwaran Loganathan {sgn)
Jehan Perera |sgni

Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu {sgn)
Jeevan Tisgarajah (sgn)

Joe William {sgni

Javid Yusuf (san)

30th October 2001
All Peace Support Group (PSG) statements could be accessed at:
www.cpalanka.org/psg/psg.html

SERVICE TO REDRESS GRIEVANCES

Though thousands of people participated in the Service to redress grievances
held at the Jaffna Central College, on the first day a large number of people had
returned disappointed as their problems could not be redressed. People displaced
from Thenmaradchy and Pachilaipalli areas had come with great difficulties to
obtain application forms to request caompensation for the houses damaged by the
war, There was a frantic rush to obtain the forms. It was observed that they were
unable to perfect the forms accurately. The health volunteers on duty were advising
that the perfected torms to be submitted to the respective Grama Officers. People
murmuring that it would have been easy if the forms could have been obtained
from the Grama Officers; were heard.

ASSOCIATION OF PARENTS OF MISSING CHILDREN TO LAUNCH HUNGER
STRIKE

Three hundred Tamil parents have threatened ta launch a hunger strike if details
of their children who have gone missing are not furnished soon, A'large number of
these parents demonstrated outside the Jaffna Government Agents office and
have signed a petition to President Chandrika Kumaratunge seeking her intervention.
These parents are demanding that the State supply them with accurate information
on the whereabouts of their children and prove if they are dead or alive. They
have also demanded that the judicial inguiry into the Chemmani grave massacre
be heard at the Jaffna High Court and not in Colombo

EMBARGO AND WAR CAUSED 13, 379 CIVILIAN DEATHS

Thirteen thausand three hundred and seventy nine ivilians died in the Kilinochehi
and Mullaithivu districts due to the war and the ecenomic embargo imposed by
the Sri-ankan government from 1990 to 1999

Maost of the deaths, destruction of civilian property and mass displacement
tool place after the People’s Alliange came to power in 19394, the report sakd, Four
thousand aight hundred and seventy nine civilians died in the Mullaithivu district
between 1994 and 1999 due to the direct impact of the economic embarga on
the Manni, particularly due to the severe restnctions on medical supphes.

The present population of the Kilinoehehi and Mulaitivir is 332, 000, Abeut
four percent of the-population, 13, 378, in these two districts died from 1990
1999 because of the embargo and operations of the Sri Lankaarmy. [courtesy:
Tamil Net|
“ONCE A TERRORIST NOW WORLD LEADER”

Farmer South African leader and the Nobel Prize laurate Nelson Mandela said
during his visit to the United Nations that tha word “terrorist” was a relational
term and that seme people like himself once referred to as terrorists had gone on
to become heads of state

“Those people who are referning to many of us as terronsts are hew dealing
with us as members ol responsible governments, and therefore terrorism is a
ralative tenm, " said Nelson Mandela, one who spent 27 years in a South African
prisan for opposing decades of white rule: His African National Congress (ANC)
was considered as a typical terrorist organization by some foreign governments,
After his release in 1990, he led South Africa to full democracy in'all race elections
n 1994, Subsequently he handed aver the presidency to Thaba Mbeki in June
1993,

Mandela, since his retirement, has been taking the role of elder statesman and
was helping to negotiate peace in several African countries. He won the Nobel
Peace Price in 1993 for his efforts to dismantle apartheid, and he shared that
award with the then South African president FW de Klerk. The best-selling “Long
Walk To Freedom" is almost a kind of this great man’s memoir,
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PIEIC MCRRENING S AR

( EDITORIAL

THE LAND: PLACE AS GIFT, PROMISE, AND CHALLENGE
IN BIBLICAL FAITH

“The Land: Place as Gift, Promise, and Challenge in Biblical Faith" is
the title of a book by the Old Testament theologian Walter Brueggemann,
The major thrust of it is that the land, in Hebrew nachalah, points ta a
shared land. The land was one of the vibrant symbals for the people of
ancient Israel, In the land was found the physical source of Israel’s fertility
and life. The land cannot be grabbed since it is God-given, Furthermore,
land {nachalah) is connected to the hotion of peace {shalom} for as in
Leviticus 26 and Ezekiel 34 (many other passages could be cited) living in
one's own land without any threat of eviction or plundering is shalom for

people, 2 !
Thete are hundreds and thousands of uprooted people in this small

island whe were made land-less aliens in their own home-land as the out
come of the unjust war that has erupted as a result of unjust political
structures. Now that the parliamentary elections are at hand where most
of the displaced people who live in the so-called “un-clearad areas" will
not be able to exercise their franchise. On the other hand, those who
have the right are puzzled with so many issues. As for the Tamils,
whichever party comes to power, the same episode will continue. It is
interesting to note a comment made by a friend when asked about the
elections and if there would be a change in government. He said, "As for
the Tamils are coneerned, it is like the choice between pasta and spaghett.”
The paoliticians are with a full swing campaigning by giving ‘false’ promises
that can or never will be fulfilled. Needless to say that the election
related violence is on the high side. Majarity of the Tamil community is
doing nothing but watehing this sad drama played by the opportunists on
the arena.

In Gen. 2,3-15, the author connects human life, the land and the
pristine situation of justice and peace as well-being of all creation through
the pun adam-adamah-eden. Thus, originally according to this Yahwisi
reflection, human life, the land, every living being —human lite and nature
were one 0 the fullness of their well-heing and inter-conceitedness of
caring and order

"Hence, it you gave me land and air, bul without

my freedom, | would live like a dog, well fed

and beautiful to look at, but without dignity and honour.

If you gave me freedom, but without land and air,

then | would still be living like a dog,

roaming around without home and without security.

For human life and nature and freedom

and responsibility were primordially one with Gad, "

The ‘affected ones’ have neither the land nor freedom, Hence they
have lost even the chance of living like a dog. The struggle to attain
freedomn and peace has become futile in the past. Now what is gaing to
be the message for them?

Any saciety or country, which originally formed on the basis of equality
and equity, the so-called sociological ethics would in the course of time
loses its essance and become a community of crisis. This happens becatse
of the human tendency towards selfish motives, The |sraelites who were
liberated slaves and had become the ‘chosen people of God' too failed,
But the mandate given to them by God 1o reconstruct the society and
mend the human relationship to attain the wholeness of life for all, is the
proclamation of the Jubilee Year. This 50th year would bring about peace
and happiness to all peoples. But it is based on torgiveness, reconciliation,
compensation and reconstruction of material things, the land and alsg
human relationship, If anly we pay attention to these virtues, the
brokenness of the land, and the human relationahip will be restored.
Thaya

MORE RAINS EXPECTED DURING DECEMBER/JANUARY

Ml, V. Pushpanathan, Officer in Charge of the Meterology Research Cenlre
At Tirunelvely states that heawy rainfall is expectad fram uariy part of December
till Ia.ha_ n February 2002 with North Eastern Monsoon winds, Tluaré is also
Posmbll”‘f’. of cyclones and pressures. Raindall of 151.1 mill litre had hm;n
recarded in the Jaffna District from January to October this year, There I'u‘as
been an increase when compared with the rainfall of the same pc‘ri‘ud last
year, Power cut time increased, ’ .

THE POWER CUTTIME IN JAFFNA HAS BEEN FURTHER INCREASED

According the Jafina Electricity Board sources. Power cut was enforced
between 6,00 p.n. and 10,00 fum. on alternate e
by the ‘Cool Air' organization and Chunnakam
arrangements are effective a further power cut w 1 enforce (
a.m. and 6.00 p.m. and 12.00 |r1ic|pn|t_;!1l tr;lﬁ‘..?;[l,! SRl L
Electricity Board stated that this arrangeme
the stock position of fuel and there are o
supply ta the peninsula by ships,

OSUSALA SALES CENTRE OPENED IN JAFENA

The sole agents of the State Pharmaceutical Corpotation the Jaffng M
has opened a sales centre in their commereial section ";ru' Bt ' \"m I : ]
that drugs could be obtained at teasonable rates and g rr:| sf-\-.‘ o
scarcity also could be purchased hare, o |

days for the regions served
Power Station, While these
a.m. The officer of the
nt has been made i considering
hanges in the arrangamants for fual

hieh there 15
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JUSTICE AND PEACE

Tha undarstandings ol paace in today’'s warld are many
It 5 the absence of war and Farmony
Ahalishing or overcoming violense
And also averpowering rebellions
How it is achieved is immatarial
But establishing silence is important!

Being reballious is to protect
Onaes nght to life as | put i
When self respect 1s damaged
And selt- determination s daenied

The tendency to rabel emerges!

Manilastations af the reballious action
Are tha non-vialent civil disobedience
Nan oo operation and resistance
'Cause they are counted as violations
And ‘cause they are counteracted by vialence!
They metamorphaose into war situation,

The suggestions by the ‘neutrals’ to attain peace
Is submission, passiveness, non-resistance
Compliance, obsequiousness and obeisance
it is to 'kiss the rad’, and te ‘lick the dust’

Which are regarded as the only aptions
Taken to attain peace with out ‘bBlood shed’

The ‘cycle of vislence’ will continue
Unitil the root cause 1s attended 1o
With repentance on the parl of the appressaor
And accommodation on the part of the vichim!
However justice shauld be done ta the affected anas
If lasting peace is to prevail on eadrth!

SMALLESTBALLOTPAPER

Smallest ballot paper that is being printed this time s for the Jating electoral
district and the lenges! ballot paper that 1s being ponted s for the Thigamadulla
alocioral district, It is 29 inches lang. 16 parties and 17 independeanil group:

Ao ettt ehie ponal i e

GERMAN ORGANISATION GROUP IN SEMINARS AND WURKSHOPS

A group of three persons from the German Technical Corporation Heatl
Office in Colombo has come to Jaftna to participate in Seminars and Workshops
at the National College of Education. This arrangement had been possible by
the untinng efforts of the Dean of the National College of Education, Dr. 1
Kamalanathan.

2 LECTURERS FROM CAPE TOWN UNIVERSITY FOR SPECIAL LECTURES IN
THE UNIVERSITY:

Two Lecturers from the South African University have visited Jatina aned
delivered special lectures in Jaffna University, Psychological Protessor Charles
Malcom of the Health Science Faculty of Cape Town University and Senior
Lecturer Dr. Umesh Baba of Cape Town University of West South Africa
delivered the lectures on the subject “South African experiences of the
Commission for truth and reconciliation”,

RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS HAVE NOT IMPROVED

The religious schools have not developed in Jaftna as they had improved
in tha South, observed Mr. Arul Thirumurugan, famois orator and teacher of
Chunnakam Skandavarodaya College. He was speaking at the workshop
conducted for the teachers of the religious schools in Jaffna District. The
three days residential workshop was held at the Ramanathan Callege fram
the 3rd instant. Mr. Aru Thirumurugan further stated that knowledge of
religious education s very low amaong the students of the Peninsula. Praper
concern had not been taken in this direction and it is impossible to imagine
how our children would grow up. With the purpose of imparting religious
education furing young age hese sehools were started by the Hindu religion:
and cultural departimoent. There arewell developed sehoals wi Colombe and Vi
country,

THE EX-CO OF THE CSI SYNOD

he executive committes meeling of the €SI synod was held on the 24th and
25th of Oct 2001 at the CSl centre, Madras, Rev.a Jeyakumaran and Mr. A
Gnanathasan attended the meetings as representatives of the Jaffaa Diocesp.

OBITUARY
The Rt, Rev. Mahimai Rubas the Bishop of Vellore Diocese of the Church of
South India, entered into glory on the 7th of October 2001 in Vellare. He has
served the diocese for two years and during this time, he has been of great
help to those who visited his diocese from our diocese, especially the youths
who attended the Youth Conference last year. May his soul rest in peace

Therer e 2800 anelidates i the fuab

Reflection.
One day a weman's little girl arrived home late after school
was so angry that she started to yell at her. However,

The mothey

after about five

minutes, she suddenly stopped and asked: "Why are vou so late any way "
Ay

The daughter replied; "Because | had to help anather airl w

y howas in
trable:
"Wall, what did yvou do ta help her?"
“The daughter rephed: "Oh, | sat down next to her and helped lar Cry. !




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)

