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OPENING AND DEDICATION OF THE NEW CHUACH AT
SHALOMNAGAR

A new church building has been constructed with the locally available
materials at the CS| Development Farm at Murippu , Shalomnagar.
A.fter the recent disturbances the people living in Shalomnagar were
displaced to other areas of Vanni region. Recently they have started
to resettle at Shalomnagar, As the previous church was destroyed,
they were worshipping in the Day Care Centre building. On the 28th
of November at 4.00 p.m. The Director for Projects Mr. N.S.P. Thampoe
opened the church and Rev. A. Jeyakumaran , the Area Minister
dedicated the church to the glory of God. Mr. Ratnavel, who continues
to toil in Vanni area for the Diocese should be appreciated for his
untiring efforts in building up the churches and the homes.

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES IN JAFFNA

Christmas is being celebrated with unusual gaiety in Jaffna this
year. Colleges and other institutions have been conducting the carol
services with great enthusiasm. Uduvil Girls' College presented Cantata
on: Saturday the 1st December at Uduvil Church. The theme of the
cantata was “Let Every Voice Sing”. Miss. Ruth Bunker directed the
choir.

The Jaffna College also presented a cantata as well, the following
day.

The cantata was based on the theme “Wonderful Name". Mrs. Vimala
Jebanesan directed the choir. The Agricultural Institute of Jaffna College
had their Christmas Program on Friday 7th December and the Technical
Institute had 'Ol Viza" the festival of lights, on the 11th December at
Vaddukoddai. The Christmas Programme 'Ennodu Neeyum' [you, along
with me| by the Christian Theological Seminary was held on the 12th
of December at the auditorium of the seminary. It depicted God's
presence among the suffering of this world. The students of the Jaffna
University had the Christmas function at St. Thomas® Church on the
9th of this month. |t was organized by Rev.E.J.Jeyaratnam.

NEW MHORIZEN
The Church has opened into a new area, in the Eastern Province. A
seven-acre block of land with four large buildings - which earlier housed
a tourist hotel in Trincomalee has been purchased with the help of
three persons, who arrived recently from San Francisco and Jerusalem.
The buildings have been renovated and beautifully landscaped. It would
be ready for commissioning early January, by Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. 5.
Jebanesan. It will house a Boys’ Home, a Girls’ Home for the orphans
in the area, a Day Care Centre and also the Parsonage and a Church.
On the instructions of the Bishop, Rev, Selvadurai Jeyanesan, the
Parish Priest in charge of St. John's Church, Uranee, Batticaloa, scouted
around in Trinco for two weeks along with two other pastors to evaluate
the potential of moving inte Trinco. Last year when addressing a seminar
while in the USA Rev. S. Jeyanesan was able to give a vivid description
of the work of the Diocese particularly in Batticaloa that was being
done for the rehabilitation of the displaced and orphaned children in
the East of the Island; which resulted in the visit of the three Americans
to the Island. These Homes will accommadate around 50 Orphan Girls
& 50 Orphan boys and 60 children will be admitted in the Day Care

Centre from the neighboring refugee camp.

The centre is named as “JDCSI Grace Church Centre”. At present
regular worship services are being held in a rented out house at
Uppuvely. Rev. Thanarajasingam Daniel Ranjith is posted as Worker in
Charge. There are now 13 families worshipping in the church. Qur
Diocese, going into Trincomalee will help to take care of some of our
members and to support the work among orphans, widows, refugees
and displaced people. This is another mile stone in the history of the
Jaffna Diocese of the Church of Seuth India. We appreciate Rev, S,

_ Jeyanesan and his team and we pray that the Good Lord bless them to
. be a blessing for many.

INDIR'S ROLE IN PEACE TALKS

It is believed that the Sri
Lanka's new Prime Minister Mr,
Ranil  Wickremesinghe s
scheduled to visit Delhi on 23
December on a three-day official
visit to hold discussions with
Indian leaders. Preparations for
starting peace negotiations with
the Liberation Tigers would be a
central issue in Mr.
Wickremesinahe's discussions
with the Indian Prime Minister and
senior ministers in Delhi, aceording
to the sources. The Parliamentary
group of the United National Front,
which met Thursday, resolved
unanimously to do the needful to
start the peace process soon. The
LTTE and the Tamil Nalonal
Alliance say thatl there should be
Norwegian mediation in peace
talks with Colombao.

AOOK ON THE PUDLIC LIBRARY OF
JAFFNAR

A book on the public library of
Jaffna, published by Ayathi
Library Services in London , has
been edited by Mr. N.Selvarajah,
the former librarian of Evelyn
Ratnam Institute of Tirunelvely,
Jaffna. A review of this book will
appear in Morning Star soon.

DIRECTOR FOR PROJECTS VISITED
THE PROJECTS IN WANNI

The Director for Projects Mr.
N.S.P. Thampoe visited all the
diocesan projects in Vanni region
from the 27th to the 289th of
November. He made the necessary
arrangements for the distribution
of cadjans and Christmas relief
materials to the needy people in
the vanni region. He also met the
Pastors in Manni and asked them
to identify the needy beneficiaries
to execute this programme.

NEWS FROM WANNI

The Wanni children were
delighted to receive the X mas gift
parcels taken by the Director for
Projects Mr. N.S.P. Thampoe and
Rev, S. Jeyanesan. The American
children from USA, individualiy
packed by them donated these
gifts. About 1500 parcels were
distributed among the children of
the Sunday School and those who
live in the neighbourhood,

SPECINL MEDICAL CLINIC.

A gynecologist, a cardiclogist,
a surgeon and a dental sutgeon
from the Jaffna hospital provided
free Services to the
underprivileged  living in
Valigamam South at Mc Leod
Hospital Inuvil on Wednesday the
28th November. Medicines were
given free of charge at the
hospital. The World Mission
Uniting Church in Australia was
instrumental in providing this
service.

BOOH ON CONTEMPORARY
HISTORY OF SAI LANKA.

The book entitled Sri Lanka;
The arrogance of Power, Myths,
Decadence and Murder, written by
Rajan Hoole has been published by
the Jatfna University Teachers for
Human Rights. The book of 504
pages in crown size tells about the
violent political activities in Sri
Lanka from 1974 to present day.

TAMILS OF MUTUR APPEAL TO
KOFI ANNRAN

A memorandum by Tamils in
Mutur East was sent to the
Secretary General of the United
Nations through the Consortium
of the Non-Governmental
QOrganizations in Trincomalee
South on Monday, December10,
2001 after hundreds of people
from Sampur, Chenaiyoaor,
Pattalipuram and several interior
villages assembled at
Kadatkarachcenai in Mutur east
Monday morning, around 10 to
observe the World Human Rights
Day. “We are unable to fishin the -
sea because Sri Lanka Navy
gunboats attack us. We are unable
to cultivate our rice fields because
the SLA indiscriminately fires
artillery on us day and night, Our
children do not go to schools due
to traumatic experiences caused
by the loss of lives in their families.
We are unable to move out of our
dwellings after dark to get medical
assistance to the needy. The basic
human rights of our people are
violated blatantly by the state
armed forces and the government
authorities,” the memorandum

stated.

Mocitation.

The heart that serves, and loves, and clings,
Hears everywhere the rush of angel wings.
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THE NIORNING STAL

EDITORIAL

1.531,

amazing grace,
el

INCARNATION—RN OPTION FOR THE POOR

We are almost half way through the season of Advent. As we said in this
calumn in the previous issue, the parliamentary elections were conducted in this
season where we focus our minds to internalize the significance of the birth of
Christ, or in other words, God's sending God's San for the sake of humanity. In
carnation is more than just ‘taking flesh." In fact, the first element of the structure
of the lifs of Jesus is the incarnation. Jesus came to the human state in a specific
manner. The Gospels present Jesus as a person of the poor, surraunded by the
poor and one serving the poor or defending the cause of the poor,

The fact that Jesus, God incarnate, became nat only a human person but als0
a poor human has significance for the world, Jesus! incarnation in paverty is
basic for a spirituality of today. The Puebla document said, “The poor are the
locus of, or setting for, conversion and evangelization.” They are the 'locus’ of
conversion because their own situation is the clearest question about what we
are and what we ought to be. Indeed, the poor are the locus of evangelization by
virtue of their positive values such as their simplicity, openness, commitment and
their haope of life.. In this way, they become gospel to the world.

Luke, when talking about the poor, frequently contrasts them with the rich.
In other words, he emphasizes the point that it is because of the latter the others
are made poor. Inthe same vein, Luke talks of the ‘hungering.” The Greek word
used in Luke for such people is peinontes. This is not simple hunger but deprivation
resulting from evil acts of violence petpetrated over anextended period of time.
The reference is an endemic food shartage, Hence, ‘starving’ or ‘famished’ would
be better words for peinontes than simply ‘hungry.’ The satiated, by cantrast,

are the fully satisfied. Thus, the song placed by Luke on the Jips of Mary in the
“Magniﬁcal_"'strikes a definitive contrast between the rich and the hungry (Luke

The Latin American theofogian Gustave Gutierrez's words, “The poor drink
from their own wells, " are more than rhetoric. The poor, and the world of poverty
are like some huge well filled with water the symbol of life —for the poar have
“filled it with their life, their suffering, their tears, their hope, and their commitment.
The fact is that all of this water now becomes water for others and we drink af it,
It is the grace offered us. Indeed, it is the basic aption.

As we write this editorial, reports say that the people in the Wanni are facing
an acute shortage of food and medicine, Even the stock of medicing available
there is outdated and cannot be used. Besides, the mensoon rains make their life
miserable. "No piace in the Inn” is something we have to ponder about, Wonderful
sermens may be preached in this season. Theological jargons may be repeated as
usual. But the theological significance of incarnation remains the same, [t cannot
be changed. Incarnation is costly descent, gladsome discovery, and decision to
drink of those people’s well of water in the lowlands of history. As we prepare
our hearts and minds to celebrate the birth of Christ; God incarnate let us focus
our thoughts or the call of Christ from among such people whio suffer indignation,
misery, injustice and deprivation. Incarnation is truly the grace offered to us and
the question remains whether we would like to experience be benefited of that

-

TF

CWM NPPOINTS NEW GENERRL SECRETARY :

Rev. Dr Desmond van der Water will succeed Dr D, Preman Niles as the new
General Secretary of the Council for World Mission (CVWM) in 2002, Van der Water,
who previously taught Theology in Johannesburg, South Africa, is currently serving as
General Secretary of the United Congregational Church of South Africa.

Dr Van der Water earries-with him a rich experience of having worked cross-

denominatiana]l\_f on the South Atrican Council of Churehes and the National Church
Leaders Farum. He commits himselt to the CWIM's values by saying, “God's covenant
Peaple should thrust themselves into the vanguard of the strugale for wholeniess,
justice, peace and the integrity of creation.” Jaffna Diocese looks forward ta 2

meaningful refationship with the CWM in the years to come as in the past.

VELLORE COUNCIL:

An extra ordinary meeting of the CMC
Vellore Cauncil will be held on the 17th
& the 18th January 2002 at the Scudder
Auditarium, Medical College Camipus at
Bagayam. Both Mr, G. Rajanayagam and
Mr. Milroy R. Selvarajah will represent the
Jaffna Diocese at this meeting, They
would get an oppartunity of meeting the
three sponsored medical students and
another doing her M.Sc. in Micra Biology
at a dinner meeting on Thursday the 17th
January, 2002 Vellore Council:

An extra ordinary meeting of the CMC
Vellore Council will be held on the 17th
& the 18th January 2002 at the Scudeer
Auditorium, Medigal College Camipus at
Bagayam. Both Mr, G, Rajanayagam and
Mr. Milroy R. Selvarajah will represent the
Jatfna Diocese at this meeting, They
would get an opportunity of meeting the
three sponsored medical students and
anather doing ler IM,Sc, in Micro Biology

at a dinner mesting on Thursday the 17th
January, 2002,

CSi SYNOD 2002
The next meeting of the Synod of
the Chureh of South India will be held

from the 11th 1o the 16th January 2002
in East Kerala, The following will
represent the Jaffna Diocese at the
Synod.Rt. Rev, Dr. S, Jebanesan, Mrs.
Vimala Jebanesan, Rev. Selvadurai
Jeyanesan, Rev, Chandran Arnald, Mrs,
T. Thiagarajah, Dr. {Miss.] C,V., Selliah,
Mr, A, Jeyarajan and Mr, Gabriel Paul,

DR PREMAN NILES NETINES CARLY
NEXT Venn

CWM General Secretary Dr D, Praman
Niles will relinguish his duties as G.S. of
CWM early next vear. He said farewell
to the members of the CWM's Council at
its meeting held in Talwan, It is significant
that he ends his ecumenical career in a
place where he began 10 years ago
Jaffna Diocese of the CSI extends its
gratitude to him for all what ke had
contributed to make its mission vibrant

By

LIVING WITH UNCERTAINTY
A REFLECTION ON JRFFNA

Thase familiar with the Civil War in Sri Lanka between the gauernmen_t
forces and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) for a separate Tgmil
state. know how futile the efforts were in the past to resalve the situation,
Even the efforts by the Norwegian Government to broker a peace settlement
between the two warring factions have come to nought. ' ;

The LTTE continues to avenge its anger on the government in various
ways, including the recent bombing of aireraft at the Katunayake Intematlo.nal
Airport. Meanwhile, the coffers of the Sri Lankan_ Government are being
depleted daily as a result of this expensive war on its hands,

The situation has reached a stalemate owing to the reluctance_of bo\lh
sides to compromise on preconditions for peace talks. It was against this
backdrop af hopelessness that | decided to visit Jatfrjg in July this year, |
had my own fears about the visit. | feared the possibility of harassment by

security forces or being grounded in Jaffna for many weeks and months

over some unforeseen incident, .
However, | did pluck up enough courage to undertake the journey because

| thought if | did not visit the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India,
one of our partner churches, then my credibility as a Mission Secretary
would have been In question. | am glad | made the trip and saw the situation
in Jaffna first hand. -

Much has been about the trials and tribulations of the people of Jaffna —
from their displacement to glaring incident of human rights abuses. It was
with this awareness of their suffering that | returned to the land of my birth
after seventeen years, to assess the situation and offer whatever assistance
| could, | went to Jaffna anticipating a people whose spirit was dejected
and destroyed after years of suffering. Instead | saw people with great
determination to live a full life.

Despite what | had read and heard through the media about the plight of
the people in Jaffna, | noticed a sense of normality. The local markets were
buzzing with activity, buses were running regularly, schools and other
educational institutions were functioning well and ather activities of churches
and Hindu temples were on the increase. How could one then say that
Jaffna has been scarred by repeated military invasions? Yes, Jaffna has
heen under constant war, but its people have had the resilience to withstand
it and emerge as a courageous people, determined to live normal lives.

Speaking to a few in Jaffna, | gathered that they were as aware of the
hopelessress of their situation as anyone else. In fact some of tnem had
even given up hope of any peaceful solution to their ethnic problem in the
foreseeable future. However, they did not relinguish hope in living a full life
in the current uncertain situation. While hope for a peaceful solution may be
in the distant future, they did not want the disappointment to deter them
from getting on with life. ‘Hence one could see a determined effort by
people to live a full life in an uncertain situation. | returned to Australia
convinced one can live with hope even in a situation, that offers little promise
for the future.

Rev. Bubsy Arulampalam

Secretary, Church Projects and Relationships

[courtesy: Mission Partners, November 2001 Vol, 13/No.3]

|[Editor's Note: The Unity and International Mission of the Uniting Church
of Australia is actively involved in collecting funds to support the work of
the JDCSI.}

JRAFFNAR MUNICIPAL LOOKS FOR A NEW MAYOR.

Jaffna Municipal Council is once again in a dilemma in finding a new mayor
as the incumbent N, Raviraj has been elecled to the 12th parliament in the
recently held elections. Jatfna Municipal Council election was held in 1998
after a lapse of 15 years. N. Raviraj was sworn in as mayor in December
2000 following the deaths of the two mayors Sarejini Yogeswaran and Pon
Sivapalan,

Reflection..,
"The need to win"

When an archer is shooting for nothing
He has all his skill,

If he shoots for a brass buckle

He is already nervous,

If he shoots for a prize of gold

He goes blind

Or sees two targets-

He is out of his mind!

His skill has not changed. But the prize
Divides him, He cares.

He thinks more of winning

Than of shooting-

And the need to win

Drains him of power.

Chuang Tzu

T

[ viMYice, Vaddukoddal, St Limki.




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

