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OUR BISHOP RECOGNIZED AS AN OUTSTANDING
INTELLECTUAL

The International Biographical Centre, Cambridge, England (IBC) has chosen
ouf Bishop Rt, Revd Dr S. Jebanesan as one of the 2000 Oulstanding
Intellectials of the 21 st Cerntury for their first edition of the 2000 Outstanding
fr?te{lecluafs of the 21st Century. It is a great honour given to our bishop for
his intellectual capacity and the cantribution he has made in the realm of
Religion and Philosophy.

Bi;hup. readers may be aware, has the distinction of passing his M.Phil
EXamination in First Class prior ta his doctoral degree from University of Jaffna.
He is a member of University Council for the past 10 years and has been a
supervisor and guida for many research scholars. It is of pertinence to mention
that “Religious Controversies of the Nineteenth Century” he wrote in
collaboration with Dr Richard Fox Young was one of the most impoertant books
damong his contributions. We congratulate our bishop for this great honour
vested upon him.

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS IN OUR WORLD TODAY

Wihare s le who has been o king of the Jews? - When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled He sent and killed all the male children in
Bethlehem and in all that region.... A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and
loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled,
because fthey were no more. “ Matt: 2: 2, 3, 16,4 18,

The ecumenical news bulletin, Behind the News, took shape in response to
a series of crises that began on September 11. Roated in the conviction that
it is our Christian responsibility to uphold alternative possibilities for peace in a
world that is; more often than not, guided by the prescriptions of the powerful,

tne initiative has also been called Visions for Pouce - Voices of Faith,

A cammion feature of these.crisas - and alsa, sadly, of our evaryday lives

is the suffering of the innocent, whether in the US, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
the Middle East and elsewhere, and the legitimization of this suffering. The
world continues to be confronted by sets of values aimed at legitimizing the
repressive power of the state, the suppression of dissent, and faith in military
solutions. What is deplorable is the way some powers use religion, interhational
diplomacy, and the media to promote these values.

This Christmas, we are perhaps more sensitive to the fact thal we face a
moral crisis that threatens to radically change the way we relate to each other
and how we hold one another accountable as human heings in a world
e reAasmoy e Dy TR VSRS AR WISIONS 0 ol eeal @l B ee et
We approach Christmas this year  a ime of celebration that takes place in
most parts of the world &l a moment when meny people are in mourning ani
feel threatened. On the faceof it, it may seem tg many people that there are
presently mare reasons to mourn than to hrate,

But enormous sulfering of the mnocent also marked the birth of Jesus.
Thousands of children were killed, and many people, including Jesus, became
refugees. More than 2000 years ago, King Herod attempted to eliminate all
possible threats to his supremacy; today similar processes continue. Millions
of people are oppressed, exploited and excluded all over the world as the
pawerful ensure that their interests are taken care of,

Therefore, as we approach Christmas this year and continue to hear about
ahd encounter the vulnerable, the threatened, and the displaced, we are faced
with moral and spiritual challenges to uphold visions and ways of peace that
reveal how the powerful impose suffering on the powerless. And we are
called to uphold justice as a precondition Tor peace, and to continue to build
alliances of peace in a troubled world.

The birth of Jesus was a powerful atfirmation of life amidst the violence of
King Herod's rule. Christmas reminds us yearly that God's power is present
even in the powerlessness of the vulnerable, and that we are called to sustain
life and hope through our actions. This is the challenge that accompanies Us
as we prepare to celebrate Christmas - a time to overcome violence by working
towards a world of peace and justice.

Dr, Deenabandhu Manchala
Coordinator, Decade to Overcome Violence (WEC)
[courtesy: Behind the news: Visions for peace  Voices of fajth, Issue no. 12
- 20 December 2001

PARTHENIUM SPREADS AGAIN

Parthenium, the deadly prolific plant, is again spreading in the gardens and
backyards of houses, even though it was controlled at one time. After the
heavy rains they have come out again,

NEW REGISTRAR FOR JAFFNA
UNIVERSITY

Mrs, N, Thankarajah has been
appointed Registrar of the University
of Jaffna as from 01-01-2002. Mrs.
Thankarajah had been acting Registrar
since the retirement of Mr K.
Kunarasa in 2000. The final
interview took place at the University
Grants Commission Otfice, Colombo
in Decentt &r 2001, Mrs. Thankarajah
hails from Tellippalai,

NEW HOSPITAL SECRETARY FOR
GREEN HOSPITAL

Mr. S.R, Jesupalan of Tellippalai
Church has been appointed Secretary
to Green WMemorial Hospital, Manipay
as from 1st of January 2002,
Jesupalan has been a Grama Sevaka
Othicer tar Tellippalai for 23 years until
his relirement at the age ot 55 in
August 2001, He has been an active
social worker and held posts in many
Organizations including the YMCA of
Uduvil as its Treasurertor a long time.
Meanwhile, Mr. G, Rajanayagam will
continue as Secretary of the Mc Leod
Hospital, Inuwvil.

PMAPPEALED TO PERMIT THIVYAN
TOPURSUE STUDIES

The students union of the Jaffna
University has sent a fax to Prime
Minister Ranil Wickramasinghe
mentioning that the forces during the
PA regime without any reason
arrested the Jatfna university student
Krishnaswamy Thivyan and that he
is unable to pursue his studies. The
Union has appealed to the prime
minister ta take necessary action to
permit him to pursue studies.

FIRST TWENTY HOURS OF CEASE-
FIRE

The first 20 hours of the cease-fire
declared by both the LTTE and the
UNF Government passed without any
incidents, according to military
spokesperson  Brig.  Sanath
Karunaratne. The daily night curfew
imposed in the Jaffna Peninsula too
was relaxed on December 24.
However, it 15 reported that the
military has been placed on full alert.
The Navy is patralling the deep seas
to prevent LTTE arms smuggling and
Army units have been instructed to
keep control over 500m. from their
positions. However, the Air Force
will not engage in any offensive
operations during the month long
cease-fire. Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who ended a three-
day visit to India has said that he
hoped the truce could be extended
beyond the initial one-menth period.
The cease-fire is due to lapse on
January 24, 2002, The LTTE
announced that its leader Velupillai
Prabhakaran had asked his cadres to
hold their fire in line with the truce.

ST. PETER'S GIRLS' HOME, VAVUNIVA
—EXAMINATION RESULTS

Three students fram St, Peter's Girls
Home sat for the G.C.E. AL
Examination performed well and
obtained the following results:

Miss, M. Ranjana 2A 1B

Miss. S, Vimalathevy 1B 2C

Miss. V. Sharmila 3C

We would like to record that Miss,
M. Ranjana got the best results from
Rambaikulam Maha Vidyalayam,
Vavuniya,

HOME SCIENCE AT THE JAFFN
UNIVERSITY '

The University of Jaffna has
introduced Home Seience as one of
the subjects for the General Science
Degree Course. Students will be
permitted to offer Home Seience along
with two other subjects far g
degree course A spedial Lourse g
Home Science will be offered aftir
SOIMe years.

INTERMENT OF ASHES

The Ashes of Mr, J.5. Ariaratnam
who died on 28th of December 2000
were interred at St.James Cemetery
Nallur on Sunday, the 2nd of
December after a brief thanksgiving
service at St, James Church.

Mr. J.5. Anaratnam was born in
Nallur on the 30th of November 1920.
He served as a teacher of Botany at
Jaffna Central College for a long time.
He later served as Principal of Sir
Vaithilingam Thuraisamy Maha
Vidyalayam, Velanai and
Kanagaratnam Maha Vidyalayam
Jaffna, The Rt. Rev. Dr. §. Jebanesan
who preached at the thanksgiving
service spoke on the text - Psalm
37:37, "New loak at the good man,
watch him wha is honest, for the man
of peace leaves descendants.” He said
that Mr. J.S, Ariaratnam belonged to
the noble band of great teachers, who
laid the foundation for the educational
advancement and cultural
development of Jaffna. Mr. J.S.
Ariaratnam was a man of simplicity,
integrity and deep piety. He loved
Jaffna and did not want to leave his
homeland in spite of much hardship.
Only after the exodus in October
1995, he went to Point Pedro and
from there to Colombo and then to
UK. Some of the old students of Mr.
J.S. Ariaratnam who are now in high
positions in Jatfna attended the
service apart from the parishoners of
Nallur. The remains were taken to the
cemetery with the singing of
parishaners. The commital rites at the
cemetery was performed by the
Bishop. Ashes of Mr. J.S. Ariaratnam
was interred by the side of the grave
of his mother Mrs. Annammah
Ariaratnam,
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"ﬁm AMUOKNING STAIL

It was a great joy to read in
‘Daily Mirror’ that the much
awaited talks between the
government and LTTE are Ii.|<ely
10 begin early next month. They
sald the government was
;u.a;c.c'hin.g_the situation closely and
the talks could begin soon with
third party facilitation. The
sources said. Minister and
government chief whip Mahinda
samarasin_ghe on a visit to QOslo
was sounding out the possibility
of Norway resuming its role. Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
indicted earlier Sri Lanka hoped
the new Norwegian prime Minister
himself would act as mediator.

\We recognize how important it

s to working out the resumption
of peace talks in this country after
such talks were suspended uncer
former regime. Such talks, we
have no doubt, will have great
significance for the people of this
country. We express our gratitude
to both parties that they have
begun to feel the importance of
the resumption of such talks.
While we are optimistic of the
outcome of such efforts we
should also be realistic in our
We have to
conscious of the fact how
complicated the issue is. It is not
simply possible to desire for peace
by just ‘talking.” Talking is also
perceiving, It is also
understanding. It is internalizing
the root causes of the problem in
arder fo find solutions for it.
We recognize that there have
been some improvements towards
this process ever since the
elections were over. It is of
significance that we have begun
to realize that it is possible to
address or discuss the bhasic
issues al stake and even to arrive
at agreements that are beneficial
to people"

ithinking. be

The ‘Amemory’ of our people
is such that they always lnoked
for a change and when that took
place. people realized that the
same old story had repeated.
Hence, keeping alive of our past
is very important, “Relief"
measures should not satisfy us,
They should be counted upon as
stepping stones and riot as
destination. To close wounds and
be reconciled does not mean to
forget. Forgetting is a sign of
weakness and a sign of fear of

by what we keep in our memary.
We have to continue to keep in
mind the undeniable fact of the
experience in the past for they
are now parl of our history.
Feeling pain is not enough.
Changing structures is also
necessary. What Juan Luis
Segundo says in his Liberation
of Theology (Orbis, 1979) is
important. He calls it “Deutero-
learning” or “learning to learn.”
That is, it tells us that direct
response to the pains of other
must always be altentive Lo the
structures that define those
pains. Such attentiveness is
necessary since our pains are
They
pains

not just personal pains.
are structural pains

Yy Bl
1 s such systemic

allawvyed ard ilo
Systens.
patterns thal render some
people’s sufferings ‘oppression’
rather than simply ‘misfortune.’
Therefore, it is important Lo look
for the causes of pain and 1o
see the historical, sogial, and
cu'llural‘complex within which
pain is experienced.

A full

another's suffering cannot end

apprehensiaon  of

with  empathic

Sufferings

feeling.
have a social
component and this component

must be understood. All

-personal pains are connected

with social, cultural and political
dimensions. One may notice
that the Feminists call “the
The
guestion ‘Why should | suffer?’
should be seen as a question

that

persanal is political.”

demands a political
response. [nwhat way does the
canfiguration of power in my
society and culture and world
The
makes

contribute ta my pain?
political response
possible the full movement af
campassion, Compassion
requires not merely that |
experience the olther's suffering
or pain but that | recognize how
our commeon history has created
that suffering, Therefore,
compassian requires justice!
When talks take place, it is
essential that the government
recagnizes the ‘memory’ of the
Tamil people and that it will take
serious note of it to see that this
memory: does not once again
become a ‘haunted memaory’.

il

Wile regret to record the passing
awry of Mrs, Ponnuthurai, wife of
K, Pannuthural and loving mother
of Thevamalar (USA], Thevapushpam
{Pringipal - Chundikuli Girls' College
Jaffrnal, Joel Ponnudural [Australial,
Thevakulendran (Bank of Ceylon Head
Office - Colombo), mather-in-law of
Rev, Dr S. Thevanesan, S.
Rajaratnam, Janine and Dishy Funeral
service was held on 5th December
20017 at 188, Clifford Place, Colombo-
04,

GNANATHSAN HONOURED

We are happy to inform the
readers Mr. Aiyathural
Gnanathasan, Deputy Salicitor
General and a Member of Colombo
Church has been invited by the Mast
Reved Dr K.J, Samuel, the Moderator
of CSl as one of his nominess to the
781h Synod Sessions of the Chirch
of South India to be held at H.H.D
Centre, Melulayumattom, East kerala
from 11-15 January 2002 on the
theme “Lord, Make Us Channels of
Your Peace.” Wi, Gnanathasan (s a
son of late Mr. and Mrs. Aiyathurai
of Chavakacheheri. This is the first
time a lay person is invited in this
category.
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Chavakachcheri Hindu College which
was shifted to Valigamam after the
incidents of March 2000 will new go
back to its campus at Sangathanal,
Chavakachecheri. The students of
Chavakachcheri Ladies College are
expected to join in. Some other
Primary schools of Chavakachcheri are
also expected to go back to their
campuses in January 2002,

SINHALESE ARTISTS AT PONGAL
CELERATION

Four Sinhalese artists are expected
in Jaffna during Thai Pongal, They are
coming al the invitation of the Centre
for Performing Arts run by the Rey
Fr. Saverimuthu, The four Sinhalese
artists will teach Kandyan dance 16
students in Jatfpa

EIGHTY ONE PERSONS LOSE LEGS

During the first nine months of the
year 2001 mghty ane persons losl
their legs by land mines. Most of the
people who lost their legs are from
the Chavakachcheri area.

BISHOP MICHAEL HOLIS LECTURE

It 15 yetl another honour to our
diocese that the Revd Dr Danigl 5.
[hiagarajah, our pastor and at
present working as Executice
Secretary of Programme Arga on
Faithh, Mission and Umity of the
Chnistian Conference al Asia (ECA)
1 Hong kang has been invited by the
C51 Synod to deliver one of the twao
Bishop Holis Memonial Lectures at
the forthenming Synod Sesions in
Kerala in January 2002, This is the
first time one among us is entrusted
with such a task.

BIBLE STUDY IN GURUNAGAR

The Reman Catholic Church in
Jaftna will conduct Bible classes far
their laity in Gurunagar in January
2002, Lay people who are interested
have been asked to apply through
their Parish Priests.

ACUTE SHORTAGE OF KEROSENE OIL

Jatfna is experiencing an acute shortage of Kerosene Qi

A litre of il is

sold at H§.60.-' It has been reported that a ship laden with Three Hundred
Thousand litres of kerosene oil will arrive at Kankesanthurai sea port soon,

TOWARDS REGENERATION OF DEMOCRACY

Freedom from fear is the freedom | claim for you,
My mother land! |

Freedom from the burden of ages, bending your head
breaking your back, blinding your eyes to the beckoning
call of the future;

Freedom from the anarchy of a destiny, whose sails
are weakly yielded to blind uncertain winds, and the
helm to a hand ever rigid and cold as death:

Freedom from theinsult of dwelling in a puppet's
world, where movements are started through brainless
wires, repeated through mindless habits: where figures
wait with patient ebedience for a master ot show o be

stirred inta a moment's mimicry of life.
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