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Levi Spaulding Boys'

The Bish_bp ’s charge
Beloved in Christ,

| am indeed happy, in welcoming you, to the 56" Session of the Council of tht;.'il‘a'f- :
of South India. The cease fire which commenced on the 22" of February 2002 ant
road since the 9" of April made possible for all our presbyters, workers and t}imgé

sessions this year.

Thg war in the Middle East had started when | left Princeton. My journey ch{?tq&n
against the wish of my friends who were concerned of my safety. Since this"‘ismyrgjx'
at my presence wa

i

Bishop, and my 63ed B’ day, falls during these days, I felt th
sessions give us the Spiritual fullness and growth in our lives.

Globalisation and ‘global village' are the two common terms spoken of d{f
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Give LTTE some time - says Jaffna Bishop

Itis believed that while addressing a group of journalists in Jaffna, Bishop of Jaffna Rt. Rev. Dr,
Thomas Saundranayagam voiced his opinion that the Southern media should actin a respon-
“For

siblemanner and gve the ETTE sone ime o move with the sociely as a democratic foice
instance when a soldier is captured by the LTTE itis highlighted in the media Bufwhen
released by them it is not given encugh publicity,” he said. . 5
He further said that they are dealing with young peaple who had been hiding and fighting in the
Jungles hence they should be given time to change. Commenting on the peace process he said thatd
the balance of power between two parlies is the key factor for the continuation of the peace”
process. However, he said that High Security Zone issue has posed a major threat to the return of

norrmaley in the Peninsula and added that people should be allowed to settle back in their own lands,

World Council of Churches challenges
Bush's religious claims ;

At an ecumenical service of prayer for peace held at World Council of Churches (WCC) headguar-
tersin Geneva, WCC general secretary Rev. Dr Konrad Raiser denounced as "misuse of veligious
language™ , US president George W. Bush's attempts to invoke divine legitimation for his war
against lraq, Noting an increasing tendency on the part of the US president “to invoke religious,
even divine legitimation for his intention to disarm Irag by force”, Raiser suggested that a Christian
response taday to “the political. ethical and spiritual challenge of war | .| declared with the alleged
purpose of restoring peace and justice” must be “an acl of defiance; denauncing this misuse of
religious language in order to justify an act of war that violates the legal order developed fo protect
world peace”.

In his reflection, Haiser quoted the German pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer who, in
1934 as war loamed, made the passionate plea: “Today God's commandment for us is the order
of international peace. To say this is to express a quite definite recognition of the wiﬂ of Gad for our
time. [...] As certainly as we leave the making of the last peace to Gad,; 88 cerfainlis we also
make peace to overcome war’ . Raiser emphasized that although “riany now feef helptess full of
angerand fear”, the fact that all churches are acting tegether in “common, prophetic di'scér?fnfg@hl"
is a remarkable and encouraging development, >
Highlighting the US churches’ great courage “inspeakingthé truthdopower”'; he suaagested that
“We should celebrate that, for the first time. the chiirches together have placed the commandment
of God above their respective political lovalties." The United Nations' credibility has notbeen
damaged by the war. Raiser argued. Rather, “The sheer fact that the overwhelming majofity of UN
member states have rejected the project of war against Irag is an indication that the basic values
upon which it was founded are still being affirmed. The war against [raq is not a defeat for the UN,
buta moral and political defeal for the government of the United States and her allies”, he said
Speaking in the crowded chapel of the Ecumenical Centre, the papal nuncio Msars Diarmuid
Martin sugested that “The rule of law and the vigour of solidarity are means by which civilization
can "ovetcome {he logic of the war and dismantle the instruments of terror”. "Our elvilization
deserves better than war. We are capable of betler," he said.

Guided by HE Jérémie, the gathered community prayed for “the Iraqi people and the people who
live in the surrounding eounlries”, " the wormen in Irag, who will be subjected to a lot of pain ant
sulffering”, the Iragi children, sa that they "may have the chance lo dream of the future and
experiente security and peace”, and for government officials and country leaders, so that they
“understand that viclence cannot and will nat end violence”,

Excerpts from the press release of the WCC.
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. Rev. Dr.Daniel Thiagarajah honoured
; by the Orthodox Patriarch.

Speech of V.Rev. OLEG (Cherepanin) The Represent-tive of

E‘Wﬁa ’erfmdux Church on Celebrating the Presentation of
He Mf r of Russian Orthodox Church of St. Grand Duke

imirdll-degree on Rev. Or. Daniel S. Thiagarajah, Executive Sec-
o mraryg."Faitb, Mission and Unity” of CCA, Hong Kong, 19.03.2003

Dear Br. Daniel Thiagarajah,

Dear High Representatives of The Christian Conference of Asia,
Your Excellency Consular-General of The Russian Federation |
Dear leaders of religious communities, :

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

Ta begin, [ would like to extend to all of you a warm welcome on behalf of the
Russian Orthodox Church, His Holiness Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia.
Alexy [l and Chairman of the Department for External Church Relations of
the Moscow Patriarchate, H.E. Metrapolitan KIRILL, expressing to you the
most sincere wishes for Help of God, sirong health and sticcess in your noble
activities:
[ have come to Hong Kong to fulfill a very important and honor-
able mission for me: to hand The High Order of The Russian
Orthadox Church to an outstanding preacher, a responsible co-
worker of the Christian Conference of Asia — Executive Secretary
of the Committee “Faith, Mission, Unity”, Reverend Doctor Daniel
Thiagarajah. )
Dr. Daniel - a respected member of the World Christian commu-
nity, a tireless missionary and pastor, known to every one who, at
least into some extent, ever ponders over the words of our Lord
Jesus Christ about His pupils: “The%may be one” (John 17,11).
And, it is not_accidenta[)t at at the Christian Conference of Asia
Dr. Daniel bears the service of an Executive Secretary of the Com-
mittee “Faith, Mission, Unity”, because the name of this commit-
fee incorporates the quintessence, the determining essence of the
life principles and activities of Reverend Doctor Daniel.

hose of us who work in Asian countries know perfectly well,
how often can see Dr, Daniel in the most unexpected places -
unexpected perhaps for someone, but not for the Servant of God,
not for the Cﬁristians, Refugee camps, Hospitals, schools and con-
ferences, scientific symposiums, and, of course, the church, di-
vine services and sermons.
Observing the work of Dr. Daniel, we are stunned only by the
fact, that ﬁ*ﬁe driving force behind all of his multi-sided activity is
Love. Love to (god, revealed through active Love to
neighbourings. ;
And, all this noble activity has become a style of life for Reverend
Dr. Daniel. From day to day, month to month, year to vear, he
works, never allowing his hands to rest, for The Glory of Christ.
Somelimes, | had to see Dr. Daniellveéy tired, exhausted by long
flights, travels and the saturation of a daily work..
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEN‘IPERS

1. The Rt Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan
2. The Rev. A A, Paul

3. The Rev. Dr. D.S, Thiagarajah
4, The Rev. BJ. Surlyakumar

5. The Rev. G. Nadarajah

6. The Rev. TH. Vasanthakumar =,
7. The Rev. T. Thevanesan

8. Mk C. Jeyaratnam

9. Mr A, Rajasingam

10. Miss: S:P Gulasingam

11. Mr. Neel A, Vimalendran

12. Mr. A Jeyarajan

13. Mr. Victor Jeyakumar

14, Mr. Linton R. Thevarajah

15. Mr. 5.R. Yesupalan

16. Mrs. I. Thavanayagam

17. Mrs, SV Jebanesan
18. Mrs, S. Jebamachan
19. M. Ariathas
20.Dr. (Mrs.) C. Ambalavanar
21.Dr. (Mrs.) C.V. Selliah.

Finance & Property Board
The Bishop

The Treasurer

The Secretary JOCS]
The Treasurer Pension Fund .
Mr, N.A, Vimalendran
Mr. G. Rajanayagam

Mr. S. Devananthan

Mr. NV Jevakumar

. The Rev. 5.C, Arnold
10. The Rev. A.A. Paul

11 Dr. (Miss) C.V. Selliah
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Counselling Programme Committee

The Bishop

Mrs. S.V. Jebanesan Convener
The Rev. 5.C. Arnold

The Rev. G. Nadarajah

The Rev. T.H. Vasanthakumar
The Rew. Jude Sutharshan
Dr. {Mrs) C. Ambalavanar

Dr, (Miss) C.\ Selliah

Mr. N. A. Vimalendran

10. Mrs. M.P Devakumar

11. Mrs. S. Thevanesan
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Evangelistic Board

1. The Bishop
The Rev. Earl P. Solomons Convener
The Rev. BR. Navendranuaoolan —

S

Canvener South E.P

4. The Rev. 5.C. Arnold

5. The Rev. AV Jesuthasan

6. The Rev. T'S. Joshua

7. The Rev. V. Rajkumar

8. The Rev. Antony Suthagar

9. The Rew PJ. Suriyakumar

10. The Rev. G. Nadarajah

11. President Women's Fellowship

Ministerial Candidate Committee

01 The Rev. 5.C. Arnold

02 The Rev. VIN. Tharmakulasingam

03 The Rev, PR Navendranugoolan

04 Mr, C.B. Bavink

05 The Principal Jaffna College

06 The Principal Uduvil Girls' College

e
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C S| Synod
01 The Rev. Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah

02 The Rev, 5. Jeyanesan
03 Dr. (Miss) C.V, Selliah
04 My, A, Gnanathason
05 Mr. G. Rajanayagam
06 Mr, 5.B Gunaseelan
Substitute

01 The Rev. 5.C, Arnold
02 The Rev, G. Nadarajah
03 Miss. R. Vettivel

Bishop Ambalavanar Memorial
Initute & Diocesan Project

D1 The Bishop
D2 The Treasurer Chairman
D3 Pastor Colombo Church

04 The Rev. A, Jeyakumaran

05 MrgNoel S. P®hampoe

06 Mr. C.D. Chinnakone
07 Mr. N.T. Selvarajah

" 08 Mrs. Vasanthy Rajaratnam

09 Mr. T. Thabendran
‘D. Mr. Milrou R. Selvarajah
"l]!l Mr. A. Gnanathasan

Bishop S. Jebanesan 60" Birth Day

Endowment Fund

01 The Rev. A.A. Paul

02 Dr [Miss) C. V. Selliah

03 Mr. N.A” Vimalendran

04 Mr. C, Jeyaratnam

05 Mrs. Vasanthy Rajaratnam
06 Mr. A. Gnanathasan

07 My, Noel S.P. Thampoe
08 Mr. A. Jevarajan

09 Mr. C.D. Chinnakone

Administrative Committee Church House
01 The Bishop

02 The Treasurer A C M Chairman

03 Mr M.R. Selvarajah Manager & Treasurer
04 Pastor Colombe Church .
05 Mr. C.DD, Ehinnakone

06 The Rew. A deyakumaran

07 Mrs. Sherine Mills

08 Mys. Vasanthy Rajaratnam

09 My, A. Gnanathasan

10 Mrs, Jeevanam Watson

11 Mr Noel 5.P. Thampoe

12 Mr. J. Jevakumar 4

13 Mr. 5.PGunaseelan

Morning Star Committee
01 The Bishap

02 Manager, Morning Star

03 English Editor

04 Tamil Editoy

05 The Rev. DR, Ambalavanar
06 Mrs. Thomas

07 Rev. )8, Solomon

08 Mr. 5.F Jeevananthan

09 Mr. A. Rajasingam

10. The Rew. A.B. Thevathas
11 The Manager, ACM Prass

"Church of South India

Clergy Pension Fund

01 The Bishop

02 The Treasurer JDCSI

03 The Treasurer — Cleray Pension Fund
04 Secretary Workers Union

05 Mrs. S. Jebamohan

06 The Rev. 5.C. Arnold

07 Rev. D.5. Solomon

Life & Work Committee

The Bishop

The Rev. S.C. Arnold

The Rev. Anthony Sawerimuthu
The Rev, PJ. Suriyakumar

Rev, (Miss) Daisy Aseervatham
6. M. C.D. Chinnakone

SRl

KNH
The Bishop
The Rev. Dr. D.5. Thiagarajah

Mr. Noel S.P. Thampoe

Women's Centre

01 The Bishap

02 Mrs. SV, Jebanesan

03 Mrs. K. Mahendrakumar
04 Mrs. 5. Jebamohan

[}’Dr. (Miss) C.V. Selliah "!.;_ z
Bible Society td AT T
1. Mirs. Sherine Mills

T TS Council
1. The Rev. G. Nadarajah

Literature Committee

01 The Bishop

02 The Rev. D.R. Ambalavanar

03 The Rev. A B. Thevathas

04 The Rev. TS, Joshua

05 The Rev. VIN. Tharmakulasingam
06 Rev. D.S. Selomon

07 Mrs, K. Bavasingam

Panel for Arbitration &
Diocesan Court Clergy
01 The Rev. D.R. Ambalavanar

02 The Rev. S.C. Arnold

03 The Rev. PR. Navendranugoolan
04 The Rev. A.A. Paul

05 The Rev. VN. Tharmakulasingam
Laity

01 Mr, G. Rajanayagam

02 Mr. A. Rajasingam

03 Mr, A. Gnanathasan

04 Dr. (Miss) C.V. Selliah

05 Mr. C. Jeyaratnam
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THE MORNING STAR

Social Action &
{Deualnpment Board

01 The Bishop

02 The Treasurer ACM

03 Director for Projects

04 The Rev. VN, Tharmakulasingam
05 The Rev. S.C. Arneld

06 The Rev. AV. Jesuthasan
07 The Rev. T.S Joshua

08 Mr. N.A, Vimalendran
09 Mr. S. Ratnavel

10 Mr. S. Devananthan

11 Mr. S.R. Jesupalan

Bishop Kulandran Foundation

01 The Bishop Chairman

02 The Treasurer ACM

03 C TS Secretary

04 Myr. N.A. Vimalendran —
Treasurer & Convener

05 Mr. G. Rajanayagam

06 The Rev. 5.C. Arnold

07 Mrs. K. Bavasingam

Diocesan Charities Fund

01 The Bishop

02 The Treasurer ACM

03 The Principal , Jaffna College

04 Mr. A. Rajasingam

05 Dr (Mrs) C. Ambalavanar

06 Mr. Noel A. Vimalendran

07 Dr. (Miss) C. V. Selliah Joint Treasurer

08 Mr. A. Jeyarajan Joint Treasurer

Building Committee

01 The Bishop

02 Property Officer Convenet

03 Mr. S. Ratnavel

04 Mr. S. Devananthan

05. Mr. A. Jeyarajan

06 The Rev. A.S. Thevagunananthan
07 The Treasurer ACM

Jaffna Scripture Examination
01 The Bishop

02 The Director RE B

03 The Rev. Gnanaponrajah
04 Arch Deacon, Jaffna

05 Supdt. Minister — Methodist Church

06 Mr. G. Rajanayagam

07 The Principal, Uduvil Girls College

08 The Principal, Jaffna College

09 Mrs, K. Bavasingam - Director

A C M Offset Press

01 The Bishop

02 The Manager, ACM Press
03 The Manager, Offset Press
04 The Rev. S.C. Arnold

05 The Rev: Benjamin Jeyarajah
06 The Rev. T.E. Ashokumar
07 Mr. N.A, Vimalendran

08 Mr. C.B. Bavink

09 Mr. G. Rajanayagam

10 Mr. NV Jevakumar

11 Mr. A.C. France

Music Committee

01 Dr. (Miss) C. V. Selliah Con-
vener

02 Mrs. S. V. Jebanesan

03 The Rev. 5. Milton

04 Mrs. K. Mahendrakumar
05 Mrs. J. Ralnasabapathy

06 Mr. J. Mithira Ranjan

07 Mrs. V. Paul

08 Mr. B Thevamithiran

(19 Director. REB
Foreign Mission Committee

01 Miss. S.P. Gulasingam Convener
02 Director RE B

03 Mr. S. Sinnathamby

04 Mr, S. Devananthan

05 The Rev. G. Nadarajah

Women's Fellowship

01 Mrs. S.V. Jebanesan President
02 Dr (Mrs) C. Ambalavanar

03 Dr (Miss) C.V. Selliah

04 Mrs. G. Rajanayagam

05 Mrs. V. Paul

06 Mrs. A. Vimalendran

07 Mrs. B, Jeyaratnam

08 Mrs. K. Mahendrakumar

09 Mrs. K. Bavasingam

10 Mrs. M.P. Devakumar

Children's Home Board
01 The Bishop

02 The General Manager

03 Mrs. §.V. Jebanesan

04 Dr (Mrs) C. Ambalavanar
05 Mr, N.A. Vimalendran
06 Mr. A, Jeyarajan

" 07 Mr. 5.R, Jesupalan

08 Mrs. K. Mahendrakumar
09 The Principal, Uduvil Gitls College

10 The Principal, Jaffna College

2

11 The Pastor, Manipay Chureh
Religious Education Board

01 The Bishap

02 The Rev. E P Solomons Director
03 Mrs. 5. Jebamohan Co-Director
04 Mr, G. Rajanayagam

05 The Rev. S.C. Arnold

06 The Rev. V. Rajkumar

07 The Rev. A.A. Paul

08 The Rev. T Thevanesan

09 Mrs, K. Bavasingam

10 Mr. A, c. Frances.

Medical Board Nominations

01 Mr, C.D. Chinnakone

02 Mr, C. Jeyaratnam

03 Dr. Henry Rajaratnam

Uduvil Girls College Nominations

01 The Rev. G, Nadarajah

02 Mr. G. Rajanayagam

03 Mr. C. Jeyaratnam

Jaffna College Nominations
01 The Rev. Dy, D.S. Thiagarajah
02 Mr. G. Newton
Navajeevanam Company

01 The Rev. PR. Navendranugoolan
02 The Rev. A, Jeyakumaran

03 Mr. S. Ratnavel

04 Bro. 5. Thurairatnam

Appointments

U T S Bangalore The Bishop

T TS The Rev. G. Nadarajah

C L S The Rev. Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah
Mrs. Vasanthy Rajaratnam
Morning Star

English Editor Mrs. T. Thiagarajah
Asst. Editor Rev. A.A. Paul

News Editor Mr. Milroy R. Selvarajah
Tamil Editor Mr. BS. Jeyaseelan
Asst. Editor Mrs. K. Bavasingam
Manager Mr. N.S.P. Thampoe
Manager, Uduvil Girls College

Mr. C. Jeyaratnam

Director R E B Rev. Earl P Solomons
Co- Director RE B Mrs. 5.
Jebamohan

Treasurer Mr. C. Jeyaratnam

C M C Vellore Mr. N.A. Vimalendran
Manager Offset Press The Rev. TS. Joshua
Pension Fund Mr. A. Jeyarajan
Auditors Mr, E Richard

Mr. 8.C. Karunendran
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Suffering! Can it .klve“J‘ustiﬁed?

The Nobel Prize winner for peace in his baok ‘the night’ speaks of
the immense suffering he and others endured in the concentration
camps during the World War Il. A'young lad was hanged"ugg‘g:(:
down for stealing just a bowl of porridge, was beaten to death e
ked, in the presence of hundreds of prisoners. In such a terrible
sight, he writes, someone from behind asked the‘questlon ‘where is
God’ in this agony. Eli Weisal in his heart said, ‘he is just here, in
front of us, in the form of that young lad dying!

The Taiwanese Theologian C.S.Song, in his baok that is entitled as “The
Compassionate God, " mentioned that suffering is thg one place 't,uhere all
jpersons, whether kings, priests, paupets or even prostitutes recogmse them-
selues as frail and transient human beings in need of God's saving lo've,

[t is frue that there is no way to live in this world as human being without
experiencing pain and suffering, The physical pain caused by dilsea‘m alnd
accidents. The psychological pain caused by different struggles in 11{@, like
post traumatie disorder caused by war, depression, phobia, neurosis psy-
chosis broken relationships and othermental illnesses, poverty and so many
other factors.

Jesus himself experienced suffering and pain. In his human form though
he was divine, he expetienced human nature in all its aspects. There are
incidents where he showed his greal anger at the temple of Jerusalem, felt
| hungry and cursed the fig tree, wept at the tomb of Lazarus, went under

| mental trauma in the garden of Gethsamane and perspired profusely that
| the drops of his sweat fell on the ground like drops of blood.

E.’rut then, he was the expected ‘messiah’ in Jesus’ time and now he has
become the saviour of the world. Peter’s confession that Jesus is the ‘mes-
siahi’ developed during the exile in Babylon. The similar situation prevailed
at the time of Jesus. They were suffering under the Reign of Roman Empire,
which shows that aim of Jesus' ministry was liberation of the people from
the oppressor. This can be clearly seen in the Nazareth manifesto. His preach-
ing, teachings, and ministry were focused on elimination of human suffer-
ing until the end. But how come that we still suffer in this world! Romanti-
cizing the suffering and the death of Jesus during the Lenten season seems
to take away the reason why he suffered and deviate us from seeing the real
reason of it.

In the recently published Morning Star, the meditation was about the
sutfering of Jesus by Kathleen Fischer. She says,

‘Jesus did not glorify suffering. Nor did he choose suffering and the cross as
something infrinsically good. What he did, and what he asks his disciples to
do, is to choose integrity and faithfulness without being deterred by threats
T Kathleen Fischer

In a situation of political oppression as mentioned earlier, Jesus was viewed
as a liberator by the net work of structures that surrounded him. The term
‘king of Jews', ‘the messiah’, ‘the son of God', disturbed the higherarchy
of the temple. The Roman Empire and its authorities became suspicious
and felt threatened. The expectation of the oppressed mass was to press
him to become their king just before his entrance to the temple during his
last days. Even within his circle of disciples, there were differences of opin-
ion about Jesus. The Zealots undoubtedly expected him to establish a king-
dom having misunderstood his teachings about the ‘reign of God', Thus
he became & victim to the structural injustices which were based on preju-
dice. jealousy and power play among themselves.

Mostly the pain and suffering are interpreted as elements that lead us to
God. But what Segundo, a Latin American Theologian said in his 'libera-
tion of theology is of pertinence here. He talks about ‘Deutero-learning or
‘learning to learn’ which tells us that direct response to the pains of another
must always be attentive to the structures that define those pains!

All personal pains are connected with social, cultural and polifical dimen-

sions. Feminists call “the personal is palitical.” The question “"Why should
I suffer?” must be seen as a question that demands a political response. In
what way does the configuration of power in my society and culture and
world contribute to my pain? The political response makes possible the full
movement of compassion. Compassion requires not merely that | experi-
ence the other's suffering, but also that I recognize how our common his-
tory has created that suffering. Therefore, compassion requires justice!!

For most of us, this season also turn out to be too much individualistic,
Let us not forget that we are part of the society! Lef us also remember that
we are people of God living in the midst of Peoples of God!! Thus let us
focu_s on imitating Christ's life living like him and not merely be satisfied in
glorifying his sufféring, j

] e

Speechcon.......

But never saw him angry or inattentive. Fe ¢

loes not belang to Kimself E

 sau i s lang ell, but to God,
And, | also Witnessed that God gives Dr. Daniel His invisible hand and support, | am
c?nvlnmd— this IS Grace of God, There is no need to say that Dy, Daniel's service takes
place not under the moest lavourable external conditions and situations. Asian coun-

idnes 1n majonity are not Christian, We know thal, sormetimes, Chy istian activity could be
angeraus {o health and life. But never will sense any deubts from Dr, Daniel

.;:;::g .MEH -ylilﬂﬂi’&i ago, The [I'E-Ll\.isi;m f}\'i_hur.lm: Church opened Representation and
in Thai and. And all this time we fell {he help and sumpathy of Dy, Daniel, And
we would like o say gra ; : iy

nd thariks to him

5%

In memorium Mr.C.C.Jd. Jayarajah

It has been nearly two months
since our Aiyah Late Mr. C. ch
Jayarajah passed away. The shoc
and the void of his absence are
still unbelievable. The loss of this
humble soul is irreplaceable.

Though [ came to know him onlg
in 1989 when his son-in-law an
his family moved to the | 5
Chureh Alaveddy. Though it has
eon a short period of fime, the
A friendship and congenial relation-
8 " ship that we enjoyed cannot be
- th ﬁpmss?? ch chrgs‘a retired gov
en a gentleman with noble qbalities. Bei =
Eri;iﬁlgzwan’g he was a well disciplinedand a very honest p_ellr_'lsorl;!.
He was always for the truth, and not only assgeiate himself wit the
poor, but also went fo the extent of helping tirem. No doubt that he
was a God fearing man that he helped the poor.

‘He has ought a good fight.
He has [inished his race, an
He has kept his faith!

5 t him eternal rest. )
May our Lord Jesus Qo Mr. M. Thambimuthu,

C. S. I. Church, Alaveddy

Obituary

We are sorry o record the death of Ponniah Ariaratnam of Karainagar, C.
S. | Church on the 20t of March 2003 in Colombo. He was the beloved
husband of Mrs. Ariamalar Ariaratnam, and the loving father of Dr. (Miss)
Ariaranee Ariaratnam, Mrs. Ariavathana Karunairajah , late Mr.
Ariatheeban Ariaratnam, and Mrs. Ariarchini Jeevanesan, the father in
law of Mr. Karunairajah and Mr. K. Jeevanesan and the beloved grandfa-
ther of Rukshika, Roshika, Ruth, Joshua and Naomi,

He has served as the post master for many years at Karainagar. He served
the Lord being the Honorary Treasurer of the C. S, I. Church Karainagar
for many years. He has been a practicing Christian throughout his life,
and much loved and respected not only by his own kith and kin but also
by the people of his village. The number of people those who attended the
funeral would bear witness to the quality of life of life he lived. Let his soul
rest in peace.,

The Bishop's con.......

| enjoy my services at the Princeton Theological College. The aca-
demicians, the professors who have published so many books, the
depth of their knowledge, and the enthusiasm of the students make
me feel that our workers should also get benefited in this seminary.
My sincere thanks to those who made it possible for me to get the
opportunity to be at Princeton.

It has been almost a week siince the war in the Middle East has
begun. The reasons the church leaders gave on TV and other news
media for the war were based on some biblical passages picked
from here and there like in Luke 14:31
Many Americans oppose the war. Nevetherless, the fact is that so
many professors, Businessmen, and the scientists are for it. It re-
veals that the advancement in technology, and the urge to attain
achievements, are the mammons of the West, which has made it
stray away from the Biblical truths, Amidst all these, there are souls
thaf believe in the reign of God. Rick Husband, the scientist who
was one of the seven who died in the Columbia space ship crash is
an example for this, He gave 17 videocassettes, which had 34 prayers
of his, to his children to Eray along with him during his days in the
space ship. People like him, bring back the memories of the mis-
sionaries who served our countries.

I wish to make clear another issue in this 56" session. | have a
couple of years to retire from my services. It is natural that lPeopl{e
wonder who could be my successor. During the earthly life of Jesus
as recorded in Matthew 20: 20, the plea of the mother of James and
John was that Jesus should declare the two sons of hers would sit
one at the right hand and one at the left, in his kingdom. Jesus gave
the following answers. “...it is for those whom it has been prepared
by my father,.. who ever wishes to be great among yvou must be
your servant, and who ever wishes to be first among vou must be
your slave,...you do not know what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that | am about to drink?”
When Jesus was hanging on the cross, on the right and the left,
were two thieves, anf_?l'his sight was the answer to the mother of
James and John who was among those women who were there,
have gained so many experiences in my 63 years of church life.
*...and those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom
he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glo-
rified”. (Romans 8; 30). The aspect of being ‘predestined’ in the
central point in John Calvin's theology. Those who have been called
have been given many experiences lest they turn out to be Auto-
crats and terrorists,
God's ways are mysterious. God predestines God's leaders. Gad
calls them and makes them righteous persons. God has established
the Church. And has given the promises. The revelation of God will

be done in due time.
The Rt.Rev.Dr, S. Jebanesan
The Bishop Church of South India

In Summary, let me to read Decree of His Haliness, Patviarch of Moscow and
All Russia Alexy Il and t6 hand The High Award of The Russian Orthadox
Church, Award of Russian nation - Order of St. Great Duke Viadimir to Rey.
Dr, Daniel, { A gold medal was given to Dr. Daniel Thiagarajah to honour of
his ministry among the Asian Countries).
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