o

=

e e
The Morning Sta
CACM Head Office

=)
4

Chrstian T healogical

' The Morning Star |

Established 1841

:‘IL‘H'HH.”'\' I
Maruthanarmadam

(@E (Y
Dofation Rs.20/=
(poslimSEierate)

Please send your News

A Christian Publication

Chunnakam
Ser Lanka. ‘

"

| & Articles ‘ i
‘ | {1} “P:/

Vol. 170 - Jaffna - Friday 26th November 2010 . No.1

The Editor
The Merning Star,
Maruthanarmadam,

5, g Chunnakam.

. 3 =iy 4
'"l“;le internally displaced people who have
been re settled in Vanniare suffering in many
ways — No housing plan, no proper water sup-
ply & sanitation and no means to start up their
normal day to day affairs. Other than this
the availability of medical facilities is abso-
lutely nil in many areas.

The Church of the American Ceylon Mission
has started to conduct Mobile Medical Clin-
ics in selected areas in Vanni. The first such
medical conducted in
Murasumoddai where the church earlier
(prior to 1997) had a Mission Hospital, on
the 2nd of September, 2010Murasumoddai.
2nd clinic was conducted on the 6th of Sep-
temberin Visvamadu. Asthe demand is very
high, the church is planning to conduct this
mobile medical mission at least in four places
— Murasumoddai, Visvamadu, Jeyapuram &
Mallavi - in each place once a month. Dr.
Dilani Rajkumar Luke has volunteered to
help us in this mission along with a pharma-
cist and two nurses.

clinic was

ABCFR 200 Anniversary

Celebrations by the CACH in Mami

The 200" Anniversary of the ABCFM was celebrated very grandly by the Church
of the American Ceylon Mission on the 6" of Nov. 2010, at. Manipay. All the

streets in Manipay were decorated with banners and decorations.

ABCFM 200" Anniversary Celebrations by the
CACM in Manipay

[he 200" Anniversary of the ABCFM was celebrated very
grandly by the Church of the American Ceylon Mission
on the 6" of Nov, 2010, at. Manipay. All the streets in
Manipay were decorated with banners and decorations,
The Manipay CACM church was the venue for the
Thanksgiving Service.  On the 6" Morning, the weather
was little disturbing, 1t was surprising that the CACM
Members from all over the country numbering more than
3000 were present during the serviee and people were
still commg in as the function progress.

We are very grateful to the function organizers
and coordinators for every minute detail for the comfort
of the attendees were looked into. Decorations, Hower
arrangements, cheir arrangements; selection of songs;
service preparation. seating, meals, entertainment &
cultural progammes etc are some to be commended.

Four of our workers namely Pasupathy
Thevamithiran (Worker-CACM Jaffna City Mission
Church). Sinnathurai John Puviyarasan (Worker-
CACM, Kudathanai Church). Manikkam Jeyanantharajah,

AWorker-CACM KanavilChurch).. Subramanivm Daniel

Mohan, (Asst. Worker-CACM Colembo Church) were
ordained as Preysbyters by the Ri.Rev.R. Trinitty Baskaran
the retired bishop of the Vellore Diocese of CSI. India.
Rev. Dr. James Meoos (Executive Council, UCC, LUSA)
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preached the sermon. It was appreciated by all for
the message was appropriate for the context. Tt was
very moving when the following laid their hands on
the head of each pastor who were ordained along
with the Bishop. Rev.A. leyakumaran, Rev. Dr.
James Moos. Mr. Thomas Hames (WCM Board,

LISA) Rev .Dr.S Jeyanesan Rev.
PR Naveendraanugoolan, Rev.Dr.Gnana Robinson,
Rev.DrDayanchand Carr, Rev.A.B.Thevathas,
Rev. A K. Surendran & Rev.S.J.Lingeswaran:

In this solemn and beautiful service, more
than 2000 members participated in the Holy
Communion. Immediately after the service, 200
helium balloons and five doves of peace were freed
in the sky by the guests and the Government Minister
Hon.Douglas Devananda.

(Cont...paged)

Lively Hood Assistances

10 Women Groups (Each group has 10 members) were selected in Vanni and were given
arecycling loan of Rs 10 thousand to each group. This money has to be invested in a self help

| project of which training has been already given. The CACM also appointed animators to
supervise and guide the beneficiaries. The repaid loan will be recycled among the groups.

| The Malaysian Tamil Organization proyided the necessary funds for this project. to the CACM]

~
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CACM Helped 394 resettled families in Vanni

The Church of the American Ceylon Mission, through its churches in Vanni distributed financial help to the
people in Vanni who have resettled recently. The selected 394 families from Visvamadu. Kilinochchy.
Bharathypuram, Murigandy, Mallavi, Mankulam. Murrippu, Akkarayan, Anaivilunthan & Jeyapuram were
aiven Rs. Five thousand each. This isto equip them in their new enviorment, These people were a! lowed to
resetile in their own places where they lived before displacements, but they were not givenany assistance to
start their lives. They lost all their belongings and their houses were de stroyed by the war. Th:: CACM was
able provide thishelp by the assistance received from the *(Global Ministries” of UCC-USA.
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By Rev.Dr.Dyanchand Carr

“Why thistitle?” The overall thesis is that we need new eyes to read the
bible because. traditional beliefs like the ones listed here have blurred our
yision and they see only the familiar and have become unable to see the
unfamiliar and the uncomfortable challenges of
i individualism. that is an exclusive preoccupation with personal
salvation as to how we shall attain heaven through the grace of God which
makes available the merits of the Cross of Christ;
i a total blindness to the misery and sufferings particularly of the poor
who belong to other faiths, those who are victims of the ravages of war and
political tyranny as if'all that is God willed..

i Male gender supremacy accepled as sifthat is how Giod has ordered
the relationship between women and men;

v I laving become blind to the miseries of others and having developed
aconviction that Christian believers alone matter to God;

v awrong understanding that all rulers are uppommd by God and so
what is expected of us is obedience to the rulers in all matters secular: and
W a deterministic understanding of life that leads to a belief'that fatal

accidents and natural disasters are caused by God. .. These and many such
beliefs have all contributed to a blurring of our vision of God in Christ. 1fwe
think carefully we would have to admit that by these traditional beliefs we
demonized the God of impeceable justice and perfect sell giving love towards
all creation into someone who had favourites and could not care less about
others. Consequently God’s plan to redeem the whole of humankind and
renew all of creation is totally neglected. So wecall ita cataract that blurs
our vision of God and God’s purposes for all humankind and the whole of
creation. The blurting of the vision of God and God’s purposes has led to
near total blindness to the nature and demands of Christian discipleship. In
order to gel the cataract removed and have a renewed vision we need to
learn to read the bible with the eyes of Jesus, to recover his emphasis on
the coming of God’s Just Reign to this world and understand that life
is far more corporate and collective than individual. We also need to
reinterpret the way we have understood the meaning of the Cross
from taking our Lord’s self designation of himself as the Lifted up
Son of Man in the language of the Fourth Gospel. We need to develop
a clear perspective of the end time hope for a Human Community of
Peace with Justice and a renewed creation. The Program of Reading
the Bible will help theological students and pastors to develop the perspective
and skills to read the bible in the same way our Lord read his bible which we
call the Old Testament and lead us into a proper understanding of God.
God’s Mission and God’s discipleship expectations of all believers.
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ABCFM Essay & Art Competition Results

The Following are the results of the Art & Essay Competition held in 1
October, 2010 to mark the 200th Anniversary Celebrations of the ABCFM.
The winners were given valuable prizes.( First Prize —Large Water Filter:
Second Prize — Rice Cooker; Third Prize —Chargeable light & a Mosquito I
Killer Racket; Conselation Prize — An electric Iron box )
Art Competition - Juniors
1st place: Miss. Muralitharan Janani, Silver Company Lane, Brown Road,
Kokuvil East.
2nd place: Miss. Suntharalinkam Usanthini, 3rd Mile Post. Trincomalee.
3rd Prize: Master, Senthobrkumaran, Christian Theological Seminary.
Chunnakam
Consolation Prizes:
1. Miss. Theepika Nagarajah, 3rd Mile Post. Trincomalee.
2. Miss. Rushanthini, 3rd Mile Post. Trincomalee,
3. Miss. Punithamatha Santhosam. 3rd Mile Post, Trincomalee
Art Competition —seniors
1st Place: Mr. Sepalingam Kajan. Katpakapillaiyar Kovilady. Uduvil East.
Chunnakam
2nd Place: Miss. Sellan Sutharmina. 3rd Mile Post. Trincomallee
3rd Place; Miss. Sarmala Shandrathasan, Vadaliyadaipu, Panideteruppu.
Consolation Prize:
1. Mr. Kaakunthan Vaikunthanathan. Vaddakulam Lane.
Kaddapirai. Jafina.
Essay Competition —Juniors
1st Place: Master. Vimalampikaipakan Thivakaran. Skanthavadoya
College. Kantharodai.
2nd Place: Miss. Christian Nishani Jeyasingam, CACM Church, Navaly
3rd Prize: Miss. Vikneswaramoorthi Dorin Surenthini, Saalampaikulam,
Vavuniya.
Consolation Prizes:
1. Miss. Vishnuka Srirankan, Victoria College, Chulipuram.
2. Master, Senkarhitselvan Senthan, Kandy Road. Chavakachcheri.
3. Master. Robert Jennifert. St. John's College. Jafina.
Essay Competition — Seniors
Ist place: MrManikasingam Selvanesan Sutharshan. CACM Church. Nunavil
2nd place: Miss. Sutharmina Sellan.3rd Mile PosL. Trincomalee.
| 3rd prize: Mr. Selvaratnam Jeyathy. Jaffna College. Vaddukoddai
| Consolation Prizes:
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The Morning Star
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CELEBRATION :
THE MORNING STAR [

(( Once againwe are entering the Season of Advent. We have just celebrated )
the 200" anniversary of the ABCFM. The ABCWM is the body who
sent missionaries to us. Those missionaries spread the Good News to us.
While we give thanks to God for sending them to us, we are also have lo
have in mind that our responsibility of proclaiming the Good news (o all
through our words & deeds. have also follow the footsteps
“Do not be afraid, [ bring you good news...”" Luke 2:10
The most earth-shaking news came to a group of terrified shepherds just
outside the small town of Bethlehem. . But this was God's good news,
announcing the coming of a Savior. It was the best news ever.

Durine this month in churches and in chapels, on radio and television, by
way of Christmas carols. that good news will be repeated for all who
listen.

But even as we listen, we niay ask ourselves, “Has the announcement of
the angels so long ago really changed anything? Are things any better
today because of the coming of Jesus?” The year that’s almost past was
filled with so much bad news.

But the message stands: “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of

great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a

Savior has been born,” The Savior has come to setthings right by ushering

in the kingdom of light. As you celebrate his coming, remember that

someday this Savior will come again to make all things fully new!

Weused to hear complaints by many that they could not possibly celebrate
Christmas. Too many bad things would have happened to them during
December. “I havea hard time listening to people sing *Joy to the World.’
because [ feel no joy atall.”

They have had a hard time celebrating Christmas because of past
experiences or memories. They think that there isno joy. regardless of
the angel’s promise 2,000 years ago. f

But it’s precisely because of the many joy-killers in our lives that we need
1o listen to the angel’s message. Without the Savior, life is just too heayy.
We need his closeness tohelp us make it through. And to experience the
jov he came (o bring. we have to do as the shepherds did: they went to
see the Savior. They went to worship him!

Ifyou find it dilficult to celebrate Christmas this year. take this opportunity
to spend time with your Lord. Listen closely to the good news of Seripture,
and sincerely tell God how you feel, When you do. you will experience
something of God’s peace that surpasses understanding (Philippi 4:4-7).
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.-John 1:14
“The Word beeame flesh and blood. and moved into the neighborhood,”
. Max Lucado, in one of his books, refers to Jesus as *a next door Savior.™
Others. commenting on John 1:14 have said that Jesus “tented™ among
us. That's what happened when Jesus came: the eternal Son of God moved
inta our neighborhood and set up camp.

And when he did. he became one of us. He came within our reach, he
identified with us. and he came to trade places with us. He came close
enough so that even shepherds who were looked down on were able to
‘ see and touch him. He grew up in an ordinary carpenter’s home. in a
small. commonplace village. He willingly obeyed his earthly parents (Luke
2:51), Later, throughout his teaching ministry he moved among ordinary
people. touching lepers. healing the sick, and showing God’s love to all
kinds of sinners.

linvite you to follow the Lord Jesug as he moyes into the neighborhood,
touching and changing lives. And as you follow him. remember that the
Savior wants to move into your neighborhood. He wants to be part of |
your life, whoever or wherever youare, Make sure you invite him into
your heart and home. He is standing at your doorand is knocking. Ifvou

L open your door, he will come in. (Revelation 3:20). A

The women fellowship of the Jaffna
Region CACM had a special pro-
gram with the mentally handicapped |
children of the "ARK" Uduvil on the | |
22nd of October 2010 to mark the
Christian Home Week. This pro-
gramwas led by the women fellow-
ship Jaffna Region president
Mrs.G.T.Rajkumar. Refreshment
was served to the children of Ark.,
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Mrs.Kirubanithy

ATribute by Rev.A.S. Thevagunanthan
Mrs.Kirubanithi Bavasingam well known as Kiruba
is the eldest daughter of late Mr.& Mrs. Vallipuram of
Nunavil. She had her early education from the AMTM
School, Nanavil and her secondary education from
| Driburg College. Chavakachcheri. She entered the
| Colombo University and obtained her Tamil special
degree. She joined as a teacher at Uduvil Girls’
College and later joined Manipay Hindu College as
vice principal She was an outstanding, systematic and
A amodal teacher for teaching Tamil, Hindu civilization,
Christianity and English. She was also helped the Christian Theological
Seminary of Sri Lanka teaching Tamil. She was instrumental for conducting
the annual year end Seripture examination for all grades among the Government
& Private schools.

She is the wife of the late Mr. Bavasingam who worked in the Insurance
Corporation. . Many years she served as the secretary of the Uduvil church.
She also held the positions of Church delegate, CSI synod member. of the
church and a member of the Executive Committee of the diocese. And she
served in the Uduvil Y,M.C.A in many leading roles such as the vice president.
secretary and the board of director.

When the church was in trouble after 2005, she raised her voice for
righteousness & Justice. She left behind two daughters Mrs.Shamali (Sweety)
and Mrs.Koshali(Chali). She blessed with two grand children. She was aloving
mother, beloved wife, atrue guide for her grand children and a great adviser
toall. She faced many challenges and overcame all these challenges.

The funneral service of Kirubanithi Bavasingam was held in her
residence at Dutch Road. Uduvil, on the 04th of August 2010 at 03:00 pm.
The service was conducted by Rev.V.Rajkumar the Parish priest of the Uduvil
CACM church and the regional chairperson of the CACM - Jaffna Region.
Tributes were given by Mr,Shanmuganathan. Former principal. Manipay Hindu
College. Mr.Thirichuthan, brother of the late Mrs.Bavasingam and
Rev,A.S. Thevagunananthan, Act.Principal of Theological Seminary of Sri
Lanka. Rev.A.Jeyakumaran the Chairperson of the Church of the American
Ceylon Mission preached the sermon. The Burial took place in the Uduvil
Graveyard after the last respect paid by the staff and Students of the Uduvil
Girls® College in the Uduvil Church.

FM 200"

Then the guests were taken in a colorful proecession to the meeting
hall. Nadaswaram music and folk dancers led the guests; all the members of
different congregation carried their respective church’s flags and the length of
the procession was well over 1.5 kilometer.

The Public Meeting was presided by Rev,A.Jevakumaran
(Chairperson-CACM)

The Guests Lighted the Traditional Lamp. Meeting
commenced with the Prayer by Rev. P.R.Naveendraanugoolan followed by
welcome Address by Mr.N.D.Selvarajah (Vice Chairperson-CACM). The
Following gave their greetings in the Meeting.

Honorable Minister Douglas P Devananda
Mrs.Emelda Sugumar — Government Agent, Jaffna
Rev .Dr.S.Jeyanesan (Past Chairperson-CACM)

Rev. Dr. James Moos (Executive Council. UCC. USA)

Mr. Thomas Haines (WCM Board, USA)

Rev.Dr.Gnana Robinson (Principal Emeritus, UTC . Bangalore)

Rev.Dr.Carr (Prineipal Emeritus, T.T.S. Madurai)

Rev.Dr.J Jeyakaran (Professor, T.T.S. Madurai)

Prof.Kumaran (Lecturer of the Jaftna University)

Mr.A Jevarajan (Treasurer, CACM) presented the Mementos to the guests:
Mr. D.G:Newton (Sceretary, CACM) proposed the vote of thanks and seconded
by Rev.V.Rajkumar (CACM Jaffna Regional Chairperson)

I'he Cultural Programmes staged were of very high standard.

Flute instrumental , Dance By Nuffield School (differently able Children), Dance
By Thirumari Kala Mantram. Jaffna and Dance By staff of St.Johns College,
Jaffna

o

In Connection with the 200™ anniversary. the following events also
successfully condueted. 2000 Palmyra seeds & 200 Jack Plants were planted
in all the CACM and some public places. On the 5 of Nov. a Bicyele parade
was organized through the roads of Jaffna. An exhibition depicting the photos

-of Missionaries, Mission activities and places also placed to view by all. A

series of Theological workshop have been conducted in Jaffna on the 7 & §@
of November, 2010, Rev, Dr. James Moos, Rev.Dr.Carr , Rev.Dr.l. Jevakaran
& Rev.Dr.Gnana Robinson were the contributors of these workshops. All
arrangements are made for the theological workshop to be conducted in
Kilinochchy (9" ),

Batticaloa(12" )& Colombo (14" ),

The Guests from America & India visited the Mission Graveyards in
Tellipalai & Uduvil on Sunday the 7" and paid their respects to the early
Missionaries.

Bishop Rt.Rev. Trinity Baskaran, Rev, Dr. James Moos & Mr. Thomas
Haines were taken to the Vanni and shown the work done by the CACM
Church. They also got the first hand information of the living condition of the
displaced and war affected people.
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