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A Service of Thanksgiving at the Cathedral Church of the Jaffiia Diocese of the Church of South India at =
Vaddukoddai and the Celebration of Holy Communion led by the Rt Rev Dr Danjeal Thiagarajah hailed the Annual
Diocesan Festival, November 2, 2009. This festival which commemorates the founding of the Church of South India
apart from parishioners all over the diocese including the Eastern, Westerri, Uva and Southern provinces was alsr;
attended by several visitors and friends of the diocese and guests from Australia , Canada and India.

The prayer of invocation of the Holy Spirit was
rendered by the Rev Sebastian Anthony and the Rev T H
Vasanthakumar officiated as the Bishop's Chaplain. The ¥
service at which Mrs Catherine Nesabal Joseph was §
ordained as a deacon observing the rich traditions of the
call to discipleship of the Lord had as its inspiring theme,
“Truthand healing: God's gifts for ministry and life.” It was
on this theme, the Rev John Bottomley, Director Creative
Ministries Network, Un iting Church in Australia preached ;
his soulstimulating sermon.

& The ordination part of the service began with Mrs

i Catherine Joseph being presented by the Rev S C Arnold
“ and the Reading of the Instrument for Ordination by the
Secretary of the JDCSI, the Rev I Rajkumar and thereafter *
the Rev A C Mathanarajah administered the Initiation of |
the Pledge followed by a special reading by the Rev E N
Lawrence during the ceremonial Washing of the Feet by the
bishop. This was followed by the new deacon washing the
feet of a member of the congregation signifying in humble remembrance of how Christ washed the feet ofhis disciples.
The lessons were read by Mrs Shiranee Mills, the Rev J G Thiagarajah, Mrs Thevamanohary Arnold and the Rev V.
Pathmathayalan. =

The Elements and the Offertory were borne to the altar by Mr and Mrs Philip Tharmanayagam, Mrand Mrs A
Arul Joseph. the Reverends T S Joshua, G Nadarajah, N T Jeyanesan, Ruban Sivanantham, and Srilal Karunaratne. The Diocesan Choir with Dr Mrs Thaya Thiagarajah as
violinist was in attendance led by the organist Ms Selvamany Sellathuraii. =

State of the Art office complex for the
Jaffna Djocege

l A state of the art Diocesan Office and its administrative ¢
. headquarters was officially declared open following the Annual [
Service of Thanksgiving of the Jaffna Diocese by the Rey John
Bottomley followed by several visitors lighting the Lamp of
Blessings in the traditional style before they entered the well aid
out impressive premises.

Built on the very grounds where the old Diocesan Office stood
for years from the time of the South India United Church and
helped by gifts and donations generously given in admiration of
the work of the diocese and the visions of its service and
commitment, this office and the seat of the bishop will be an all-
in-one complex that will include the various offices of the
diocese. a conference hall, private cubicles for study and research &

and archives.

Maost of the donations were gifted in remembrance of dear and
near ones of the donors who have themselves been leaders of the
church and the community. This signifies that even when the
U complex was declared open it had become a hallowed memorial.

When a community is in the process of setting up a new pace
and a new hope, it needs all the encouragement that will stir it

towards its ideals and goals.
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The Morning Star November 2009

THOUSANDS GATHERED AT UDUVIL

Hundreds of children, young people and elders led by the respective priests of the various parishes
of the Jaffna Diocese (CS1) and headed by Bishop Daniel Thiagarjah marched from the
Maruthanamadam junction to the Uduvil Girls College launching the annual Children's Rally 21"

of Sep 2009. It turned out to be a momentous day with competitions, exhibitions, demonstrations
and show of spontangous community supportapart from the usual features of the Children’s Rally,
an important date in the yearly calendar of the Jaffna Diocese.

Prior to rally, essay and art competitions were alse held in preparation for it and winners
were awarded prizes at the rally. The rally's call for Re-build Hope sermon was preached by young
{eader Shavindra Vigna Raja. Two overseas visitors whose organizations have supported us in
partnership with the diocese for twenty years Natalie Peyer and Damaris Luthi from Switzerland
were unable to visit the north although they participated in the JDCSI Youth Camp in Lindulaand
also visited our project among the gypsy community in the east.

Dt Miss Chelvi Selliah. the Acting Principal of Uduvil Girls College wha came out of her
well-earned retirement to meet a particular need in the community was the chief guest of the rally
celebrations.

The Diocese was greatly touched by the lurich cooked and served by the JDCSI Self — Help Women's Group who also conducted an organic farming praducts exhibition of traditional
products of the region from mangoes to odiyal, an unbelievable variety of items about which our
people must be proud especially of the ancient wisdom of environmentally friendly farming systems
and healthy food habits. This will be among the priorities of the rural social action of the Diocese.

Among the day's events were the Mathuram Kulendran Vritham Competition for
individuals and Vethanayagam Sastriar's group singing of his compositions.

Three groups Under 13, 16 an 19 participated in the Bible Quiz and the best four from each
group were selected for The Super Fours Bishop Daniel Thiagarajah Cup. The newly formed §8
Thirunelvely parish won the Under 16 Bible Quiz, Vaddukoddai and Thevakiramam won the Under e
19:and Under 13 Bible Quizrespectively.

The Group Singing Competition was divided into three groups A, B and C and they were
won by Pandatheruppu, Moolai and Gandhiji Gramam in West Kokuvil respectively. In a show of
gesture to the community the 513 Brigade provided buns and fea at breakfast time to all the
participants. An underlying feature of the entire day was the total participation of everyone in every
feature of the rally from worship to competitions, exhibitions and the fellowship that prevailed among ¢
them the whole day led by Bishop Daniel Thiagarajah who was present with his people, young and old

" The Lindula Yuth

Christ and [ was the theme ofthe JDCSI Southern Region Youth Camp that was held at the Diocesan Workshop Centre,
Lindula September 19 -21 at which 40 Youths and leaders took part. They came from the east: (Oddamavadi and Ondatjee
Madhu. from the south: Colombo, from the north: south of Vavuniya Cheddikulam, Veerapuram and the central hills:
Hatton, Nuwara Eliya, Uda Pussellawa and ‘ ]
Labukelle.

The resource persons ofthe camp were Dr Paul
Hoole, the Reverends V. Pathmathayalanand A. L. §
. Lakshendra kumar and Mr Victor Karunairajan
and the Rev ] G Thiagarajah who led the Sunday
Warship Service and adult and infant baptisms
! was the Rev ] G Thiagarajah.

The camp parents were Mr Annappah &
Jeyaseelan and Mrs Nanthini Pathmathayalan
Ao A Be Ty LR . \ and _Mrs ‘Thaya Ratnarajah. The Reverends S

; fi son, the singing padre were in charge of meditations and prayers on Sunday. the local
community participated in the mid-day worship service and two infant and five adult baptisms were followed by
fellowship lunch. The adults received their baptism in a pool set amidst a garden on a hill slope atop of which stands the

chapel, The camp was attended by young people

who truly belong to the grass roots where the JDCSI has spread out in several parts of the country. The young people who
participated in the camp showed a great deal of initiative, leadership qualities and deep commitment to the faith. On the
final night they had a camp fire entertainment with impromptu items of great quality that revealed how they understand

their society and what future goals they must set for themselves as Christian leaders reflecting the camp's theme, Christ
and I

The camp delegates were divided ACHIEVEMENT

into three interactive groups and this
brought about the best in each
g participant all of which were
# expressed with a pgreat deal of

The Revd. V. Pathmathayalan
obtained Bachelor of Divinity degree from
: the Senate of Serampore College. While
energy, enthusiasm and comrade | being the Associate Priest of the JDCSI B
ship deeply reflective of the faith Coloambo Church. “Morning Star” |
S thatis precious o them, congratulates Revd. V. Pathmathayalan on
; ;ﬂ his success.
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