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alzg';gﬂF 6od or Famine?|

(By E. P. Rasiah.)

Nothing was elder than
the struggle for fggq,
From the time the primi-
give huonters stalked the
animals of the jungle and
the ocultivators dug the
greund to induce grain to
grow, man has been batt-
ling with hueger. Hietory
was replete with his fail-
nres. The DBible has
ohronicled one famine
after anether. Food was
in such short supply in
ancient Athens, that visit-
ing merchant vesge|s
were compelled to share
their food-supplies Wwith
the cisy folks. Romans
had presyed at the feet of
Olympus for food, Every
geoeration in medi: val
Enrope had saffered from
famine. The extrewasly
poor is eaid to ba.e eaten
oats, dogs and the dropp-
fogs of birds Some star-
ving motbers bad eaten
$heir dying children gon-
gequent to unbearable
hunger. Famine bad dri-
ven certain peoples of
backward countries to re-
gort even Lo cannibalism,

According to Lester
Brown, a leading food-

world’s reserves of grain
just now have resched 22
years’ low level —equal to
26 days’ eupplies, &g
againat 95 days’ suppli 8
in normal times. Even
the U. 8. A was no long-
or the bottomless cormi-

‘copia that it once was.”

Against this gloomy back-
drop nearly a 1000 dele-
gates from about a 100
nations and & dozen In-
ternational organisations
bad gathered io Rome
reoently for the Word
Fiod Conference epon-
gored by the U. N. O. It
was the first instance of a
eoncerted global effort in
history to tackle the pro-
blem of hunger. For 12
days, the delegates had
disouseed measures ““To
gecure food for the starv-
ing aod also about a
drive to mobilise techno-
logical and financial gide
from the weaithy, Indoge
trial and oil exportiug
States to help along 10U
poorer nations increase
their food output”. A
Committee of 36 member
nations inciuding Ceylon

 embittered
expert from U, 8. A.“1he @muluiered | many

has been appointed to im-
plement the decisions.

Parson Thomas Malthus,

au Hoglish Eoconomist,
neatly a century sago bad
predicted “‘that the popu-
lation would out-ran
man's capacity to pro-
duce food.” Of nestly half
a billion people suffering
from some form of huo-
ger. 10,000 die of starva-
tien each week in Afriea,
Agia and Latin America
There were severe short-
ages of food in Brazil ané
Bangla Desh. Indis alone
will npeed 8 to 10 mil-
lion toos of food in the
epsuing year from out-
side eources; or else 30
million peopis will have
to starve. Experls say
that India's 2-2 9% annual
population growth rate
will double the ecounfry’s
current population of 596
millions by the year
2000 A.D: Likewise
there is the prospect of
population explosion in
other countries. The ap
parent inability or an-
willingness of many uvn-
der-developed countries to
adopt family planoing has
8gri-
cultural ecomomists.

Bhepherd. & News-paper
Correepondent has  re-
perted that * In the worsb
affected areas of Bangla
Desb, gruel-kitchens have
been 1pstalled, They pro
vide a watery mees of
broken wheat with frag-
ments of pumpkin and
some leafy vegetables. In
ong village even Hindus
(traditionally vegetarians)
were coosuming dead
oattle and buffaloes driv-
en by starvation,”

Norman Barlorg, winner
of the 1970 Nobel Peace
Prize for his development
of wheat strains, has eaid
“...you cannot have poli-
tical stability based on
ewpty stomachs and po-
verty”’. We know that
shortages and high prices
of focd have gontributed to
the toppling of govern

ments 1n gertain ooun-
tries — Haile Salessic,
hl ™y - *

Kmperor of Hthiopia be-

ing the latest viotim. Dr.
John Knowles, President
of the Rockfeller Founda-

tion bhas warned “We will

.95 "on B 2 MBS o4 1041
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The Truth will
be Out

Standardisation of
Marks Severe Blow
to Tamil Students

That at the sessions Of
the 8. L.F.P held at
Matara. a delegake from
the North had brought to
the notice of the ruling
party in the immediate
presenge of the Premier,
the handicap, standardisa-
tion of marks, bad in-
flicted on Tamil students
in the matter of their
legitimate claim for ad-
migsion to the University
is certainly a beartening
note, Not that with this
demand of the delegate
io question the problem
standes a chaoce of being
solved but that the
S.L.F P the founding
Partner of the U L. F
Gevernment has been told
by a leading member of
the 8. L. F. P that there
is  standardisation of
marke and that this pecu-
liar procedure has wrought
havoo co Tamil students.

It must aleo be remem-
bered that resolutiona or
statements placed befors

ithe Annual Sessions of

any Political Party, even
it be the Ruling Front,
do pot have the eapacity
to invoke administrative
action. At the most the
question may be referred
to the Minister conoern-
ed. What the Minister
will do is a matter for
were muging. All that
would remain is the fact
that a Member of the
Ruling Party had himself
brooght the matter to the
notice of tho Government

It i8 now wunderstocd
that a committee is being
8et up to report on the
much eriticized gelection

according to standardi-
satien.
see  inorgasing famine,

pesetilence and the exter-
wination of a large num-
ber of people, if early
acbion is mot taken by
world-leaders,’* '

Soevera drought threat
ened the wella and tanks
—the lifesline of theg
oultivators of
lon—to go dry; but the

( Over to page 4)
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[University Admissions

Quota System Places
Candidates in a Quandary

Tha Distriot Quets- System, like any other
Ouota Manipulation, in the context of admissions
to the University for higher education, has oreated
more-misgivings than ever before,

Eligibility being passes in four subjects or
three subjects with marks 25 in the fourth sub-
jeet in the G.C.E: (A) Level Examination of
1974 8s many as 15,446 candidates have been
pronounced as eligible for selection for admission
to the University.

The selections now made available to the Prass
reveal that only twenty per centum of 15446 of
the eligible candidates have ocaught the eye of
the sslectors, the remaining eighty per centom
being caught ont. -

The particnlars re Colombo, Jatfns, Galle,
Kandy, Bastticalos, Kurunegsla, Amuradhapura,
Ratnspura and Badulla are as follows:

Medicine Physical Arts

and Bio. Seience
Colombo 751 803 2241
daffoa 399 596 809
Galle 114 161 698
Kandy 145 124 998
Battioaloa 19 32 90
Kurunegala b4 76 1349
Anuradhapura 9 8 298
Ratnapura 18 19 474
Badulla 14 19 219

Come, Offer Worship, 0 My Mind !

Come offer worship, O my mind,
To the Almighty’s Holy Feet,
Who has his temple in the hearts
Of those that pray to Him.

Come, come to honour, O my mind,
By speaking without speech,

The Holy Feet which stand as all,
And are beyond all too,

Come gladly and freely, O my mind,
For me om earth to krow

and venerate the Holy Word =
“Where you are, thers am I”-

Come unreservedly, O my mind,

That I may reverg and love

That Truth, whioch is bat Ope alone,

It Vet stande a8 ‘two’ and ‘three’.

]

i Without attachment. O my mind,

Come to adore the Grace

Of the Guru Suprome, to whom are attached’
Those of attachment free.

\ ~Natobintanai
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Both the Vedae and the Agamas are true Reve.
lation, couched in general and specific terma,
respectively. Both are the word of the Lord.
(Superficial researchmen) say that the comclu-

aipns of the two differ, but the wise see no such
difference.
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Off to One Thousand Nine Hundred
and Seventy Five

1975

The methodieal march to the Twenty First
Century has moved closer with the commencement
of the last quarter of the present era of one
hundred years. The weather is welsomingly bright
here, despite the forecasts that depressions threaten
disastrous climatic changes. The exasperating
consequences of the extensive earthquake in North-
ern Pakistan and the devastation im the &sres of
Darwin however continue to haunt the minds of
the people. Yet hope springs, true to human
ingtinct.

What the next twelve months have in store
for the world can only 'be presumed from the ex-
perience of the present and the immediate past.
Summarising the situation we may gsafely say that
everything —nation, politics, society, to pick a few
is at the cross-roads, Man being a pilgrim pedes-
trian is ocertainiy confronted with the conflict of
conjecture being caught not between two minds
but among geveral minds,

With the baekground of a bitter 1974, we
have to plan for the year that has just dawned.
It neede little difficulty to map out the program
on the footing that the problem of food is almost
precarious with the prospects of a thin' harvest of
paddy dimivishing daily. Here is a ochallenge to
the cultivator, the congumer, the citizem and in
gemeral to the country as a whole.

The entire resources of the results of research
in agriculture, the concerted effor_t pf t_he contri-
buting factors of the experts of irrigational deve-
lopment, the sincers and strenuous striving of the
peasant and above all- the maximum output of
co-operation in the Administrative sectors must be
otilized in & supreme endeavour to create from the
rpins of 1974 something substantial that ean

pave the way for & pull out,

One thing is crystsl clear, Thers carnot be
auy complacency snywhere. Awareness of the
awful plight in which the people are placed must
surely induce, nay inepire every single individoa)
to more work, better work and full Let
that be the 1975 ideal,

work.

HINBU ORGAN

36 Years Ago

By the Hon C.

( Conticued from last issue )

It ia eduoation alone tha®
®ould impart in a people
the gense of gorrectness
and responsibilitsy whioh
is neoessary if they are to
ohoose the proper persons
to represent them in the
Councils of Government.
This mass education is »
stupendous trek. Litersoy
should mot be mistaken
for education, It is only
a man who underssands
the essentials of Govern-
ment that is gapable of
exercising a sound judg-
mentin the matter of
ohoosing his representa-
tive. A  “literate'! man
is one who oan read and
write and understand s
few eimple thinpgs. But
it is oot all “*literate” men
that can come to correct
judgment on matters of
moment. ;
there is character whioh
only a liberal and well-
planned eduocation can
give and without which
ope's judgment is very
often blurred. Now have
we aftained thia idesl of
mass education either in
the West or the East ? Or
is what we call modern
democracy all make - be-
ligve?
Democracy and
Diztatorship

The ‘totalitarian® Siates
gay “The head of the
State is tha representative
of the will of the whole
nation.”” And they de-
mongtrate this statement
by overwhelming majority
verdiot of the people ob-
tained at & plebiscite or
referendam  The plebis-

mation to true democra-
ey a8 the masses are osll-
ed vpon to register a ver-
diot directly on some
gtated issue. [n the cir
cumstanoces could the mo~
dern diotatorship Govern-
ment be oalled demoora-
tioc 2 No. The essence of
democracy is freedom of
ohoice. No undue ioflo:
ence should be brought to
bear on anybody. Butin
totalitarian States the
rabble often say ‘aye”
on the point of the bayo-
pet or when something

oite iz & closer approxi-iglementary and

Democracy and the Press

W. W. Kannangara
fore thom to distract
their attention from s

realisation of their funda-
mental rights. Hence the
basis of Government be-
comes one of force and
fear. Fear and make be-
lieve sometimes begome
the basis of Government
even in the so-ealled de-
mogratic countries, For
the simple reason that
there is a vast inequality
in the powers of upder-
standing of ordinary men
ond women. You tell an
average man fhat a oer-
tain line of policy is the
best for the gountry, is
the only one that wonld
insnre the security of his
wages, property and his
life, and the glory of the
nation, he believes yoo
and thinks yon must be &
wonderful man to have

And gbove alltmastered all the details of

Government; or  what
else could he do when he
anderstands as little about
the intricacies of this
highly speoialised organi-
sations called Government
a8 he does about Iips-
tein’s theory of relativity.
So democracy will never
be what 1t was meant to
be and what philosophers
dresm it ought to be wun-
less and ontil there is ab-
solute equality of under=
standing amonget all the
people of a nation. To
achieve the sine qua non’
of an almost Utopian de-
mooracy should be one of
the purposes of eduoation
And education does nof
mean education imparted
in sch ols and Universi
sies alope, for in schools
the edupgation is very
only 8
small percentage of a
nation‘s children can ac-
quire a University eduoa-
tion. So the edoeation
1 have in view which I
might eall odueation for
ocitizenship is the task of
every patriotic oitigen,
organisation or bedy in-
cluding the Press. No one
will deny that the Press
fills & most important
place in the affairs of a
nakion, but it can be a
power for good as well as
evil. The press in Cey-

spectacular is held out be-

lon hes always striven
to maintain the beabt tra-
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|Fully Vegetarian
Farewell Party

“A farewell party lungh
whs given to the Magis~
trate Jaffna on his traos—
fer as District Jndge to
Kalmunai by the Staff of
Magistrate Court, Jaffna
on December 26, 1974. As
requested by the Magis.
trate, it wss strictly a
vegetarian Luuch Party,
I was one of those who
participated at this func.
tion. There were Tamil.
Sinhalese and = Muslim
officers who partiocipated
at this lunch party. They
appreciated this vegetarian
lunch very much, I am
proad to say that this is
the first Farewell party
where strictly vegetarian
food was sapplisd. All
oredit goes to Mr Pala-
kiddinar” says Mr. T.
Canagaraiah who attend-
ed the party.

1975—Fqod or...

( From page 3)
recent rains have averted
that calemity, It is how-
ever feared that the paddy
harvest would fai! and
1575 may turn ont to be
an year of Famine. Will
Jeffna too be forced to
face the fate of Bangla
Desh and experience its
dstress and hardship?
Timely sction is needed
on the part of allto stave
off the spectre of famine.

ditions of journalism and
always displayed a sense
of responeibility and mo-
deration in thes task of
educating public opinion]
1§ should be remembered
that the duty of actively
influencing poblic opi-
pion is just as equally
important as that of ac-
curately reflecting it. All
the world over the power
of the Press has been used
on occasions for Sinis‘er
purposes with disastrous
results. I do not say that
one o:gan sheuld repre-
gent all pointe of view.
There is nething wrong in
the advocacy of one poing
of view or in pursuing a
certain line of poliey pro-
vided the organ in ques-
tion is consistent with its

principles and seeks to
give sincere expression
to them,

A Tribute to

The “Hindu Organ”

The Hinda Organ, per-
baps primarily intended
to forther the interests of
the Hindu community,
has, I belie~e, bad many
many years of useful ser-
vies. While conserving
the interests of the Hin-
du Religion and pledged
to fight the inroads of
whatever is undesirablein
alien gulture and thought,
it bas, I believe, taken &

{not insigoificant part in

the political education of
the people,
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