JAFFNA COLLEGE Y.M.CA. Mr. T. S. OPPENHEIM | |

IS 110 YEARS OLD

Jaffna College Y M C A cele-
brate its 110th anniversary on
26th March 1994, The day started
with a special assembly where the
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
addressed.

“YMCA Movement wis start-
ed 150 years ago by George
‘Williams when he was 22 years
old. He saw the deplorable condi-
tions of city slum youngsters. He
fermed the YMCA Movement to
develop their spirit, soul and
body. The triangle of the YMCA

_emblem denotes this. Fifteen
years later YMCA was formed to
develop young women,

Jafina College Y M C A was
started on 26th March 1884. This
was the first students YMCA in

- g the South—East ASia. Although

it was a Student YMCA, it ser-
. ved the community in many
~ ways and has been a witness
unto Christ. It started Thondy
Mission in India. Even today.
Jaffna College YMCA is invol-
ved in many activities among the
students and in rehabilitation
work "', he said.
Bishop Ambalavanar was the

first | student to become the
President of the YMCA and
todoy he is the chairman of

Jaffna College Board of Dircctors.

~—— The YMCA organized Net-
ball and Volleyball matches
between the staff and students
in the afternoon. A TV_ film
show *“Karunamoorthy’ depict-
ing the life of Jesus: was shown
late in the evening.

—SCHOOLS IN JAFFNA
REOPEN

‘Schools in Jaffna reopened for
Second - Term on *25th March
1994. Tt wasa great sight to see
students in white uuiforms and
school ties parading towards their
respective schools, after a brief
New Year holidays.

Jafina College started its Second
Feorm with Staff prayers when the
the Rt. Rev. Dr. S, Jebanesan
preached on “Feed Your Sheep™.
*“Teachers as shepherd should
nourish the minds, spirit and
body of theirsheep™ he said. .

The Staff chapel was followed
by Staff Meeting presided by the

Prineipal Mr. G. Rajanayagam.

MIN! © BUDGET " ;
ON THE EVE OF MAY DAY

President D. B. Wijetunge an-
nounced a mini “budget” during
he course of his speech com-

PASSES AWAY

News was received that Mr.
Theodore  Spivey Oppenheim
passed away in Illinois, U, S. A.
He leaves behind his wife Helen
and two sons, both of whom are
married. Mrs, Oppenheim®s add-
Tess i92

Mirs, Helen Oppenheim
5836, Lynwood Drive,
Oak Lawn,

Ilinois 60453,

TuS (AL

Mr. Oppenheim was on the
tutorial staff of Jaffna College
from 1935 to 1938. He taught
English in the IVth form and
Pre-Malriculation classes, Besides
he was Scout Master and Basket-
ball Coach. - He came with his
wife on avisit to Sri Lanka in
February 1577 and stayed at the
Bishop's Housé with Rt, Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar. He addressed
the school assembly during his
visit. He was a very popular
eacher and endeared himself fo-
several students when here, Still
after mearly 36 years some of his
students were in closz touch
with him. ’

He donated the Rev. D S.K
Bunker Memorial prize for
Chyistianity in Year 8 and made
an endowment for scholarships to
staff children.

POOR PERFORMANCE
IN ENGLISH - ;
According to the report of the
Education Officer of Sandilipay
Division,  students have per-
formed badly in English at the

G. C. E. (O.L)) examination held

in December 1993. 'In the
eighteen schools that come under
the administration of this Edu-
cation Officer, Sandilipay, the
performance was as follows:

Tamil = 3w
English — 1%
Mathematics - 29%
Science — 35
Saivism —  83%
Christianity (R.C) — 87%
Christianity (Non-R.C.) 807,
Agriculture — 79%
Commerce — 63%

memorating the first death anni-
versary of the late President R.
Premadasa and also May Day.
Among several decisions made,
one is that a worker in gither the
government oOr private sector
should be pnid a monthly salary
of not less than Rs, 2000/~ pes
month asfrom January 1995

For those high income groups
in the private sector, the ceiling
on tax-free income has been
raised to Rs. 2,000/~ per month
e from April-1993.
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We arSwomssotiaetind the -
death of Mrs. Ruth Pathmini The dearh occurred on March
Edwin, which took place in 20'M 1994 of Harriet Ranee San-
Nigeria on Sunday the 22nd 9°fS. Wifé of the former Vice-
April. She was the wife of My, Frincipal of Jaffna College, Mr.
Y. Edwin former teacher of §1, = S:Sanders of revered memory,
John’s College,— Jaffna, mother 20d daughter of the pioneer
of Prabaharan (Colombo), Dr. Anglican Minister of St. John's
Chandraharan (India) and Gna- Church —Rev. C, C. Handy. She
nabaran (Nigeria) daughter of Was 89 years old,
the late Mr & late Mrs. C. J. The funeral service was held at
Ellyathamby and daughter-in- the Wesley Uniting Church, Mel-
Law of the late Mr. & Mrs. A. bourne on 28-3-1994, The Rev.
M. Yesnsahayam and sister of Peter Robeson, the Vicar of the
Dr. Sathiyaseelan Dr. Jeyaseelan Church officiated, At the * view-
Mrs. Vanitha Seevaratnam and ing” at the parlour on March
Mrs Kiruba Earnest. 2Tth at 7-00 p.m. the service was

;i conducted by the Rev. John

Selvaratnam. Some of the Tamil
lyrics, the favourites of the de-
ceased were sung lustily by the
congregation ‘' erswemew W el w
@usprgr’, - atgat e
Cuidiugni @oiRprG,*” and
*f p eivew SLomewe e mnpﬂﬂ&i
2 mm‘_u

Mrs. Sanders leaves behind two
sons one in London and the other
in Adelaide,’ two daughters and

Mss, HARRIET RANEE
SANDERS

The Rev, Dr. JOHN MARSH

The eminent- congregationalist
theologian and a former Princi-
pal of -Mansfield College, Oxford-
Dr. John Marsh died in Januoary
this year at the age of 89. He
was in the forefront of the
Church Union negotiation in
England which led to the Union
of Congregationalists and Press-
“byterians i Englind to form'the dchildren and three
United Reformed Church o Sreat-grandehildren. She was re-
1972. He was active in the ding with her daughterin Mel-
Ecumenical Movyement serving b?‘E“?_M;" R.‘!‘i',“?.-’]‘_'_h:' Other
as a member of the Central g':mbe" of “the Ty m Mcl-

urne are her daughter, Mrs.
Kanagarajah, her son-in-law Mr.,
Ratnarajah, Rev. John Selvarat-
nam and Mrs. Rathy Selvaratnam
(niece), Mr. Percy Handy (nep-

Churches and for some time as
Secretary of the Fa}ilh and Order
Committee on Inter-Communion.

All his active life, he served ' u

Mansfield College Oxford joining 1eW) and Mrs. :l?" “ds;:'

it as Chaplain in 1938 and reti- Mahen Nalliah ‘Mus, Shar=
ini Nalliah (grand-daughter).

ring as its Principal in 1970 to MIRL 54T
which post he was appointed in Rajan, .her--son-.---lht—ﬁm-lixe--
1953. John Marsh will be best cutive Director of_ the Jaffna
remembered for his very influ- College Study Institute at the
ential eommentary on John's ﬁshl;;:, and he; s;n;;?;l:::-

: : d ; ‘R. Kanagarajah, r pre-
Gospel in the Pelican series. s s I l,nra
o Vo ity 1o T

e are So

G COOPLESTON . . eaty of Mr. E. T. Scott, which

The renowned Catholic Philo- took place on Friday the 22nd
sopher Fr. Frederick Coopleston of April at his residence at
whose famous ning—volume His- Kopay. He leaves behind lns
tory of Philosophy is well known _ wife Sebamalar, 'daughter Indi-
to students of Philosophy died ranee and son George feiu.
recently aged 86. Born an Ang- kumar Scott. His sons Jeyakamar
lican he was in his youth an and Indirakumar predeceased
enthusiastic evangelical. How- him. The funeral took place on
ever, he was drawn to the Cat- Saturday, 23rd April, at his resi-
holic ‘Church and ended up dence in Kopay,

joining the Jesuit' order. . AROKIA“ SAMUEL

Aa a philosopher he leaned Mrs. Arokiam 'Sa_muel,' wife of
towards Metaphysics but Was  the late Samuel of Karainagar,
open to other systems and be- djed at Ariyalai on Saturday the
came an enthusiastic ecumenist - 23rd of April, She was the sister
after Vatican I. He was for & of the late Abraham, Ispiah,
major part of his aclive life ~ Ezekiel -and Innasi who pre-
Professor of the History of Phi- deceased her. The funeral took
losophy. in. the - University - of - place at 64, Puveneswary Ambal
London and Principal of Hey- Veethy, Ariyalai on Sunday, 24th
throp College, London, April. P
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A DEMOCRAT W’ITH A DIFFERENCE

Just last week 1 heard an item
on the Voice of America about &
member of the U.S. Congress
who had been fasting! on behalf
of the perhaps one million citi-
zens of the south of Sudan wha
will die of starvation. Tony Hall,
a Democrat from the state of
Ohio, has not had an easy lime
of it. As an 8-term member of
the House of Representatives, he
was chairman of the Hm‘xse
Committee on Hunger. In paring
down the budget the Appropri-
ations Committee simply cut out
this committee entirely. Tony
and his wife Janet decided  then
_ that he should fast, ‘and he kept
it up for three chks. takmg only

_water.

_Jim Wallis, in Sojourners Ma-
gazine, writes : “Two weeks into
_the fast, Hall had no hopes that

his commitice would be restored,
but the fast was developing &
broader and deeper purpose, At

- first, Hall’s congressional col-

leagues didn’t quite know how
to respond. But in Ohio, and
_around the country, many others
were responding. High school
and-eollege students, commu-
mty groups, and just ordinary

- Richard  Gephard:

R. 5. Perter
paople were so deeply touched
by a memb:r of Congress taking
such a personal stand that they
began fasting themeclves in sup-
port. An amazing 205 paiversis
ties got iavolved, well as
countless high schools.”

as

Mike Espy. Agriculture S:cre-
tary, said the adminisfration was
moved by this fast and that they
wanted to do something. Hall

_appeared before the Democra-

tic Caucus of the House of
Representatives and got a stan-
ding ovation ! Majority Leader
~said that
Hall’s spzech was one of the
best he had ever heard on
Capitol Hill. Gephardt promised
a new task force on hunger and
a permanent commiftee.

Hall, who has visited famine
—plagued countries around the
world as well as the poverty —
stricken in the inner cities and
the forgotten rural areas of the
U. S. itself, has not relaxed his
vigil. This latest fast reminds
us that we have not done
cnangh to help the truly star-
ving in parts of the world that
are- usually 4 gut of sight, out
of min

DR. HOLMES BOOK

Dr. W. R. Holmes the author of Jaffna Man 1980 plans to

reprint his book this year.

He asked the alomni of Jaffna College

to contribute for this project. Subsequently a private publishing

house in Colombo undertook to reprint this book.

Dr. Holmes

with the approval of the contributors decided to give the money to
the relicef work of the Jafina Diocese of the Church of South India-
We give below a list of ihose living in Victoria, Australia who

mlde Ihls contribution for this fund

1 Mirs. Shantha Jeganathan $  100-00
2 Mr. Jeyam Bonoey e 2500
3 Dr. Rajan Rasiah s 50-00
4 My, Balaratnam = 5 15-00
5 Mrs. Ranee Chinnappa W 50-00
6 Mr. Mithran Jeyasingham i 25-00
7 Mrs. Hilda Samuel 2. 25.00
g Mr. Watson Sinoadurai i 20-00
9 Mr. Roy Thavakulendran " 3000
10 Mr. S. Shanmuga i 25.00
11 Mr. N. Thiagarajah 5 10-00
12 Mr. Arumainayagam 0 2500
13 .Mr. Winifred Bonnoey S 10-00
14 Mrs, Dorothy Handy e 25.00
15 Mrs. Percy Handy - 2500
16 Mr. George Vaithianathan 0 50-00
17 — Mr. Chandrajit s 30-00
I8 Mr. Fred Bonney o 100-00
19 Rev. S. S. Arulampalam Rs. 5,000-00

CONTRIBUTION FOR

THE MORNING STAR

MARCH 1994

1 Dr. Jacob Chacko, U, S,

2. Mrs, Malati Rajasingham, Australia —

A, — Rs. 6,000/~

11 500,}"

JAFFNA CHRISTIAN UNION

At the Annual G
held on Monday the 25th of Apri

General Meeting of the Jaffna Christian Union

il 1994, the following were elected

office-bearers for the year 1994 /95 ;

President :

Vice Presidents ; The Rcv
Mrs. L,

Secretary : The Rw

Assistant Secretary: Mr. K, C

Treasurer »

Pr. T.- W, Jeyakularajah

P Nesakumar &
P. Jeyaveerasingham

.‘) Karunairajun
C. Kadirkamar

Mr. A. Rujaqmgam

VISIT SOUTH AFRICA

While the world holds its breath
as the Republic of South Africa
holds its first multi-racial elec-
tion, we ecan take a few hours
to get acquainted with a slice of
South African society as port-
rayed in a day's time among re-
presentatives of three racial
groups — Whites, Indians, and
Blacks, in the town of Brits, not
far from Johannesburg. And
while the Indiana /Kentucky Con-
ference of the United Church of
Christ in the U S A makes Sri
Lanka its focus in foreign mis-
sion, the UCC as a whole, as
well as the Presbyterian Church
USA is making this year Africa
Year in concentrated focus,
Richard Stengel, a Princeton
graduate who studied at Oxford
on the prestigious Rhodes Scho-
larship and who first wrote on
Africa for Rolling Stone and
has been writing for Time since
then, has investigated the daily
life of several real people in the
small town of Brits. His book
January Sun : One Day, Thres
Lives, A South African Town
gives us a very up-to-date look
at this society that has gained
notoriety fot the government's
apartheid policies. Tt can be
found

Daniel Poor Library.

The Dutch settled at the Cape
of Good Hope in 1652, about
the same time they were taking
over Ceylon from the Portuguese.
Whereas they more or less aban-
doned the island to the British,
the Boers, as the Duich Afri-
aners, became known, retreated
from the British into the interior;
finally losing a bitterly fought
war to them in 1902 Thousands
died in concentration camps, The
bitterness of their experience with
the British has contributed to
the stubbornness of character
that has also caused them fo
atiempt to assign a permanently

inferior role to the native Affi-

cans within their borders,

But world pressure has brought
abb}n some changes in South
Africa, not the least of which
was the release of the charismatic
leader of the Blacks, Nelson
Mandela, from a long prison
sentence. Stengel tries, however,
to get us to understand South
African society ~through three
main lives — that of a White
veterinarian, de la Rey; a well-
educated Indian shopkeeper, Jai ;
and a Black mini-bus operator
named Life. The suspense builds
as Stengel accompanies each of
these men and their families on a
day’s visit in South Aftica’s sum-
mer. Switching from character, to
characterhe gives us the feel of the
various lives as they go on simul«
taneonsly yet in totally different
Yworlds.”

T'wo main problems dominate
their lives: the loss of work
when factories pull out to the
nearby home-land Bophuthat-
swana and the government's
determination to get the Black

in the Jaffna Collegs -

location moved out of town and
nearer the same Black *home-
land.” Following the three main
protagonists through their daily
routine, one is exposed to the
constant frustration posed by a
government that has insisted that
each racial group lives completely
separately.

Writing the book in 1991, Sten-
gel cannot offer the immediate
possibility of multi-racial elec-
tions, but does offer the reader I
the gumut of emotion and con-
fusion that is part and parcel of
every South African’s daily life,
regardless of race.

Stengel says some things about
the Indians- in Brits that might ~
strike a responsive chord in
people here in the north of Sri
Lanka. For example: “Jai has
a yearning to show that it is
possible for a white and a non-
white to be friends in Brits,
Indians tend to romanticize their
relationships with whites, mis-
taking courtesy for understanding
and cordiality for intimacy. Jai
does not trust these feelings in
himself. Whites, he says, have
always let him down."* ; .

~Ina longer passage he deseribes
Indian reactions to their attempts

to live in the United States:

They said they did not like the
cold, or that there were too few
Hindus or too many Muslims, or
that it was hard to start a busi-
ness. But mainly, Jai says, they
confessed that they missed having
servants.’”” So sometimes they
returned to South Africa.

-Stengel describes the Indian
dilemma thus: their primary
motivation is self-interest. While
Whites are entrenched in their
privileged position, affluent [ndi-
ans find themselves entrenched .
in their own security and its pre-
servation  Jai tells him, They
are in an ambivalent position.
They find apartheid morally

reprehensible. bui they also
benefit from it,
Above all, perhaps, Stengel’s

book reminds us that the probiem
of South Africa is not simply ong
of apartheid, completely separate

facilities for each race (or no

facilities for Indians, Blacks, or a
fourth group, Coloured), but one

of complex interrelationships
between the many individuals of
each group whose lives must .
daily interconnect. How elections
will affect this complexity re-
mains to be seen.

DEATH DUE TO NEGLIGENCE
Jeyarajasingam Jeyakanth

Joyarajasingam Jeyakanth, a
14-year-old boy, who was staying
as a displaced person at the
cinema hall of Inuvil died at
4-00 a. m. on Thursday the 28th
of April because the flat roof of
the cinema hall collapsed and fell
on his head in the early hours of
that day. His grandmother sus-
tained injuries,
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WCC Oral Statement jto the Fiftiath Session of the

United Nations Commission on Human Rights SOUTH AFRICA
on the Rights and Dignity of migrants IMPORTANT PACTS

The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of Cap: Pretoric diins ; ;
the World Council of Churches (WCC) wisbes to raise its ~'conberns - i ¥ C_‘{l:i (administrative): Cape Town (legislative); Hloem-
under this item and make several recommendations to promote the ontein (judicial); Area: 1,221,037 sq. km; Pop; 39,800,000 ;
human rights and dignity of all migrant workers. Lang. : Afrikaans and English; Liferacy 929 (whites), 69%
z . (Asians), 627 (coloureds), 50% {Africans) ; Rel: Christianit 3
The precarious conditions and abusé suffered by migrant Currency: Rand. $ 1—R 315 : per capita inc m.-- 2 7a A
workers, refugees, asylum seekers and other uprooted people conti- ? altha i)
nues to be a vital humanitarian concern of the Christian churches. The Republic of South Africa lies at the southern tip of the
The World Council of Churches responds to these coucerns with continent of Africa, §. Africa includes the original white colonies
and on behalf of its 324 member national Protestant and Orthodox of the Cape of Good Hope, Natal, Transvaal and Orange Free

07

churches in more than 100 countries. State.  Formerly known as the Union of South Africa (formed in
The World Council of Churches welcomes several new ratific- L:;‘; ,l 9::{ became a republic after leaving the Commonwealth in

ations and signatures ‘on the [nternational Convention on 1he
Protection of the Rights-of all Migrant Workers. and Membeérs. of
their Families since last year. Morocco has joined the Arab Republic’
of Egypt in ratifying and the governments of Chile;; Monaco and
the Philippines have added their signatures, following the lead of
Mexico. =

The country adopted a policy of Apartheid, the separate
development of racial groups. Under the Bantu Homeands Consti-
tution Act of 1971, self-government was given to Transkei, Bophu-
thatswana, Venda and Ciaskei. Transkei (Pop. 3,458,000 Cap. Um-
tata); Bophuthatswana (Pop. 2,420,000, Cap Mmabatho); Venda

The current abuse of migrants around the world demonstrates (Pop. 559,000, Cap. Thohyandou); Ciskei (Pop, 847,000, Cap. Bisho).
how timely and nccessary widespread ratification of this convention

4. Itis Urgenk that these vatifications and ‘signatures be followed There are six other homelands which are territories with a
by others. i degree of self-government but still forming the part of the Re-
- public. -These-are : Kwa Zulu, Gazankulu, Lebowa, Qwagwa, Ka
MAJOR CONCERNS Ngwane and Kwa Ndebele,
The protection of migrants is one of the most serious human ;
rights dilemmas confronting the world today. The year 1990 witnessed softening of the Whites’ attitudes to-

. wards the 26 million agitating blacks. The government lifted the

_ Some 100 million people, more than one in evcry_frﬂy buman  ban on the African National Congress. the primary black group fight-
beings, bave crossed borders as migrants or refugees, according 10 jng 1o end white minority rule, and its leader 71 year-old Nelson
figures provided by the International Qrgam:sano for Migration pgopacla was released from prison afier_27 years-of confinement.
T1OM) and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
All indications are that the numbers of refugees, migrants, and other However, events of 1992 and 1973 once again worsened the
uprooted people will rise as the pressures bringing about inter- situation and hopes of an end to the South African tragedy began
national migration increase, Direct testimonies received-from-man,  thinning. - : — e — S s
migrants and investigation into the root causes of migration have ! s
convinced the WCC that much international migration today is Sporadie factional violence continued between supporters of
not voluntary. ANC and the Zilu Inkatha party, The joint plea by Mandela and

! Inkatha leader Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi didn’t help.
It is not only warfare, civil strife, persecution and ethnic con-

flict affecting s0 many countries today that drive people across An accord to restrain violence was signed in September 1991.
borders, Many others are quite literally forced to migrate because Constitutional talks began in December, “but kiliings interfered, and
of environmental degradation and unsustainable development and unrest prevailed. Talks reopened in April 1593,
economic practices such as land use that causes desertification
soil erosion, and salinity, or industrial contamination or accidents.
Far 100 many development projects have contributed to the margina-
lzation and desperation of peoples. Whole  communities are dis-
placed from their traditional lands in order to log forests, const-
ruct damps, farm cash crops for export, or exploit mines. As the

FPA 1993 Briefing Kit states, “..mass movements of people - poTIMATED RELIGIOUS POPULATION
either internally or across borders - indicate & crisis situation that '

_As per schedule, the first general election in South Africa took
place on 27th April 1994,

makes leaving home a necessity. not a choice. - OF THE WORLD, MID—18891
However, recognition of these factors is only the first step. Until
such factors are alleviated, people will continue to migrate ac;:ss Religionisis i tholsats s
borders in largenumbers, and will continue to face situations where Al
their basic human rights are in jeopardy. Christians . 1,783,660 = 331
It appears that the international community is beginning to Roman Catholics 1,010,352 — 1833
fecognize this reality. We note that the draft document for the Orthodox 168,683 - 32
upcoming World Conference on Pupulation and Deyelopment makes Anglicans 73,835 _— 1.4
reference to this. However, the final conference statement must Other Protestants 368,209 — 6.8
fully incorporate an understanding of migration as a8 consequence Etliark 262580 e 3.0
of population and development dilemmas. That conference will also Muslims 950,726 b 17,7
be an occasion to reiterate the relationship belween those concerns N Rl 254 458 = 64
and the protection of basic human rights. We believe it important sl ol ’ 13'4
that specific reference also be made there to the need for ratifica- Hindus 719,269 = :
tion of the migrnnt rights convention. Buddhists 309,127 — RIS
3 J s % Confinuation Page 8 Atheists 236,809 P 4.4
_ Chinese Folk Religionists 183,646 = 34
UNITED THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE New Religionists 140,778 iy 2.6
The following joined the Tutorial Staff of the United Theolo- Tribal Religionists 93,996 - 1.7
gical College, Bangalore in 1994: o Sikhs 18,460 - 03
Mr, Richard D. MacPhail — Department off (‘;‘;ﬁiﬁiﬂ.‘; o 17,615 5 0.3
Dr. Nalini Arles Department o i i i oai = -
Rev. Alwin J. Maben — Department of Christian Confucians 5917 = 0.1
DRI Bahai's 5,402 SO
Rev. A. Alfred Stephen  — Department of Communic:.i'om Taing 2,724 o ol
Retirement — The following members of the Tutorial Staff of Shintoists _ 3,162 £ g;
U.T. C. setired ai the end of the academic year 1993—94: Other Religionists 18,268 = P
Dy, Ted Swanson World Population 5,385,330 — 1000

. Carlos Welch ; :
Rﬂ’i‘he Rt. Rey. Dr. N. D. Ananda Rao Samuel From Encyelopacia Britanica Book of fhe year
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% EDITORIAL

PENTECOST

« The Spirit- Iospires, a Call to Repentance’

34
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“in my beginning is my end " says poet T.S. Eliot. This
means that the beginning of a personfs hi_a will lnqrcata in what
direction his or her life will move Likewise the birth stories in
Luke's books are important to know about the rest of the story.
While the Gospel of Luke speaks about the .blrth ot Jdesus, the
Acis ot the Apostles mentions about the birth of the Church.
‘Both birth stories have fascinating par_allela among them. Both
begin with the arrival of the Holy Spirit.

" We have been accustomed to think of Pentecost as the
birthday of the Church. But it is very appropriate to read the
story of Pentecost in the context of I_.uke 24 which says that the
risen. Lord was known by the disciples in the breaking of the
bread and the Lord opaned their minds to understand the scrip=
“tures. It dlgo speaks apout the risen Lord’s promise of the
Spirit which moved Him and the disciples were asked to tarry
in Jerusalem until they themselves were clothed with the same
power from on high. So, Pentecost is the fulfilment of the
Easter promise. It Is quite apt that Adolf Adam in * The Liturgi-
cal Year® says of the opening prayer for the Catholic Mass for
Pantacost, ** Almighty and ever-living God, you fulfilied the Easter
promise by sending us your Holy Spirit &

‘The Pentecost scene begins with the eruption of sounds
from heaven and of wind. It reminds one of the wind that swept
actoss dark waters as in Genesis Chapter One. Now the wind
is once again bringing something to life. There are remarkable

~similarities betwesn Acts 2 and Luke 4. When Jesus bagan his

ministry -he quoted Isaiah, *“ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me
bacause he has ancinted me to bring good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the caplives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free and to proclaim the year of
the Lord's favour . Ogp the day of Pentacost Peter quotes the
the prophet Jael. In, bothw cases the Scripture guotation provides
important clues concerning the mission that is beginning and
the subseguent narrative provides reminders that the mission
is fulfilling the prophecies of this. scripture. !

~ In Genesis 2: 7, the Spirit of God breathed life into dust
and created a human belng.and.in Acts 2, the Spirit has brea-
thed life into a once cowardly disciple Peter and created a new
man Who now has the gift of bold speech, Pater, .the man.who
ohce followed dJasus only at a distance, the one who denied his
relationship with Jesus eyen to a serving maid, becamse the very
first to lift up his voice to proclaim openly the word that he
could not sp2ak earlier, This is a clear evidance of how the
Spirit makes a person anaw. Acts of the Apostles is not a
biography of the Apostles, rather it 'speaks about the birth, growth
and mission of the Church by the power and guidance of the
Holy Spirit. The spread of the Spirit to the new groups through
the mission is given thematic importance !n Acts. The same
Spirit which restad an Jesus Christ to fullill the tasks as Indie
cated In the Nazareth Manifesto, still gets hold of us. It still
empowers us for the sama mission.

As the Church celebrates the downpour of the Spirit on
the Jernsalem community in the formation of the church, it
needs to be reminded of the task for which it has baen given.
Let us By that Spirit continue 16 involve oursslves in making
people whole. We who are like Peter have nothing to boast
In outselves, but when we yield ourselves to the possession
of ‘the Spirit wonders begin te happen !

The Spirit inspired a call to repantance. It was so evi-
dent even in Peter. The church needs to be mindful of this
fact, In the words of Hans Kang, “We are to preach metanoia,
we must enlice people from the world to God. We are not
to shl.llt ourselves off from the world in a spirit of asceticism,
but to live In the everyday world inspired by the radical obedi-
ence that is demanded by the love of God.
be reformed again and again,
day in order that

The church must

converted again and again each
It may fulfil its task . (The Church, page 438)
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United Nations Commissions on Human Rights

Continued from Page 7

As a deliberate expression of the commitment of churches and
non-gmcrnmellt‘d| organizations, the first meeting of an intern-

_ ational migrants rights watch committee will take place during the

World Conference on Population and Development in September-

ARISING ANTI-MIGRANT HOSTILITY

The rising hostility expressed towards migrant workers and
other foreigners in many socities; obviously exacerbated by the
traumas of recession and unemployment, appears to be an ominous
and malignant cancer spreading across societies worldwide.

Violence againt miprants is not at all unique to the Western
industrialized nations. News from elsewhere only emphasizes the
axtent to which violations of rights and of the basic dignity of
migrants has bacome a worldwide phenomena, in Asia and Africa,
he Middle East, the Americas and the Caribbean. &

As this cancer of intolerance and: hostility spreads, it begins
to pose a clear contemporary threat to fthe respect for human
dignity, tothe rule of law; and even to the preservation of the
basic social fabric of civil society in a growing number of nations,
Unless the basic human rights of migrants are fully recognized and
protected, we fear that a worse climate of xenophobic violence will
develop in the future. 1

We support the preliminary conclusions and recommendations -
particularly with rzgard to fostering tolerance in societies -in the
initial report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of
racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia and relatedin tolerance,

Responsibility for the protection of human rights essential for
upholding the rule of law and the maintenance of civil order in
pations evepywhere. We believe that implementatien and action
not only. words - are required to promote respect for the basig
rights of one of the vulnerable groups present.in so-maay countries
today. .

[t

The Council Was encouraged by the substantive feference to

the need to guarantee the protection of the human rights of I:ﬁil
migrant workers and their families in the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action. :

Last month in South Africa, our governing Central Committee
recognized the extreme seriousness of the global situation of mig-
rants, refugees and internally displaced pefsons. It has mandated
the development of a major new church policy on uprooted people.
The' policy will recommend ways for churches to protect uprooted
people, - uphold their dignity and challenge increasing hostility to
foreigners in many parts of the world, Tt will also recommend

increasing church attsntion to alleviating root causes of migration

so: that people; can live in dignity in their home countries. e
"' We dote that numerous statés represented here have co
sponsored resolutions under Item 13 over the past tWo years. A
this fiftieth session of the Commission, we respectfully urge that:

In the first place, these concerns continue to ‘be expressed by

the Commission. emphasizing the importance of the protection of

the dignity of migrant workers and strongly urging ratification: of
the Convention, ot bt

Second, we urge those states which have expressed support
for the ratification of the migrants rights Convention in past Com-
mission resolutions to promptly take steps to ratify it themselves,

Thirdly, sufficient resources must be allocated to reproduce and
widely distribute the text of the Convention and the planned Fact
Sheet. We are pleased that & draft has been prepared. It must
now be completed and widely distributed. ‘We are concerned that
it has even been difficult for our office in Geneva to obtain copies of
the text of the Convention, much more so for interested orgafi-
sations elsewhere.

The World Council -of Churches recommends that the Centre
for Human Rights, in cooperation with interested government, and
possibly the Internasional Organization for Migration, organize
briefing seminars in different regions on the Convention to assist
government officials and 'legislators in their consideration of 'ratifi-
cation of this instrument. In particular, wé would ' encourage
fdcusing such seminars on government officials, parligmentasians
and legislators who should be involved in ratification procedures-

We understand that reference is made to this Convention in
some' activities conducted by the Centre. We recommended that the
current three-paragraph report of’the Secretary-General on this item
include full details on the activities undértaken by the Secretariat to
promote the Convention and migrants rights.
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