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Internztional Conference

on Cancer

An International Conference on
Cancer is taking place in New
Delhi, inaugurated by the Prime
Minister of Tndia Mr. Narasima-
Rao. About 6000 spccialists from
80 countries are atiending this
that
the

conference It is reported
about 410,000 people
world die of cancer every year
Of this 140,000 deaths are | due

to smoking.

in

Political News

The second stage of the Peace
Talks between the government,
and Tigers did not take place
the 24th of October
planned. The reason was

an a5
the
bomb explosion that took placa
in Grand pass at midnight of
23rd-24th of October which kil-
led about 60 people including
the Leader
U. N.P. nominee for presidential
Mr. Gamini Dissana
two fomer U. N P. Minis-
Mr. Weerasinghe
Mallimaratchi and Mr C, M.-
Premachandra and the General

Opposition and
elections
yake,
ters namely

Secretary Dr. Gamini Wijayase-
kera. 300 people wera injured:
The funeral of Messrs. Mallima~
ratchi and Premachandra  took
place on the 26th of Ociober.
Mr. Gamini Dissanayake was

given a state funeral on Saturday

the 29th of October.

The Peace Talks which have

bean suspended will take place
after the Presidential Elections:
Mrs. Srima Dissanayake, wife of
late Gamini Dissanayake
has been nominated by ths
U.N P. as the Presidential Candi:
date. Mr. Ranil Wickremasiughe
is now the Leader of the Opposi-

the

tion Presidantial Elsctions will
take place on 9th of November as
scheduleds, The state of emzr—
gency declared after the Grand-
pass bomb explosion has been
Tifted but continues in the North

and East.

World Tamil Coanference.

The 8th World Tamil Confer-
is to take place in Tan-
1995,
government
50,000,000/~

is expe—

ence
jore, S.India in January
The MNadu
will spend about Rs.

Tamil

this conterence It

that

for

cted two thousand five

hundred delegales tepresenting
23 countries would attend this

conflergnce

The President and Prime Mini-
ster of India, and| Heads of
neighbouring countries will also

take part.
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Service of Thanks. iving.

A service of thanksgiving for
the life and service of Mr.
Prince Ratnam, a retired Worker
(J.D.IC.S. 1. ) was conducted
on Saturday the 29 th Ostober
1994 at 400 p. m attheC S I.
Church, Uduvil. The service was
led by Revd V. | Rajkumar,
Bible lessons were read by Revds.
A A Paul and Mrs. A. R.
Tampiyappa ( a nephew and a niece
of Mrf Ratnam )} Special hymns
were sung by the Uduvil choeir,
and the Revd D C Ratnasingam.
Tributes were paid by the Revd.
D S. Thiagarajan and Mr. A
Kadirgamar They | mentioned
about |the simple life that Mr.
Ratnam lived, both at the height
of his glory, and when he was
battered in life. He had been
an Assistant Librarian at Jaffna

. Qollege, and Librarian at the

C. I. 5. R. 8, Maruthanama—
dam for several years. He had
helped the Diocese in re-ssta—
blishing the Church at K.K.S.
and an evangelistic centre there.
He had been a Deacon and a
commitiee member of the Uduvil
Church for several years. He
the 'Youth Adviser too.
He was always with the youth
and |very popular with them.
He always fought for the rights
of the youth. He was one of
the Board of Directors ol the
revived Y. M. C. A. Uduvil
for |several years, being its
Secretary for a term The sermen
was delivered by the Rt. Rev.
D. I. Ambalavanar. The service
end with

was

came 1o an
and supplications by the Revd.

D. R. Ampalavanar, and bene-

prayer

diction pronounced by the R,
Revd, D.J. Ambalavanar. Tea
was served in the parish  Hall
for the ldrge number of partici-
pants at this service.
45 Fisherman Killed

It lis rgported that 43 fisher-
men been killed! during
he past nine months off
Marthe: is | no sur-
prising that fish s becoming
difficult! to

have
the

o juoasts It

pet and very

mors

expensive too We owe our
fishermen much for the risks
they! taks.

_.i,
Mrs. Dissanayake
Sued against

Mr. A. I, Ranasinghe Presi-
dential Candidate field action
in the Colombo High Court
challenging the eligibility of
Mrs. Srima Dissanayake  as

U. N. P. nominee for Presiden-
tial election. He claims that she
is the DUNF member of Cen-

ral Provincial Council Hence
she cannot be a member of
U. N, P.

Cathedral Church
Nursary Concert

The Annual Christmas concert
of the Cathedral Church Nur—
sary School was held on Thurs—

< .day,  4th November at 2,30 p.m.

in the Ottley Hall of Jaffna
College.

Mrs. 8. V. Jebanesan Presi-
dent, J.D., C. 5. I. Women's
Federation was the Chief Guest.
The students perform well,

Mrs. Freeda Stephens

The funeral of Mrs: Freeda
Stephens took place on Friday
the 28 th October at 3-00 p. m.
al her residence at Love Lane,
Uguvil. The Revd, V. Rajkumar
conducted the service, assistad
by Revd.'S. Karunairajan of St.

Peter's | Methodist Church®
Jaffna, 'and Revd. Mrs. A.
R. Tampiyappa, sermon
was  preached by The Revd.

D. § Thiagarajah. The Reva.
D. R. Ampalavanar in his tribute
mentioned about the part played
by Mrs. Stephens in the Uduvil
Church, being  President and
member af the Women’s Fellow-
ship, and & member of the
Church Committee for over ten
years She was a good wife, and
mother. sacrificing eyerything
she | has, for the sake of
family, The service came to an
end with prayer and benediction
pronounced by the Rt Revd.
D. ) Ambalavanar The commi-

her

ttal rites at the graveyard was
performed by the Revd. ¥. Raj-
kumar,assisted hy the Revd. Mrs,
AR 'I';unp[yappa:
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Diocesan Office, Vaddukoddai 04 . 11 . 1994

EDITORIAL

Tree Planting

A camphign for tree planting, started in Jaffna on 25 th,
October. People are encouraged to plant trees in their compounds
‘institutions and in  public 26th  October
‘till 1 st November 1994, Abput thres lakhs of trees are expec-
ted to be planted this year. The purpose of planting trees is to
replace those destroyed,

places, from

and to offset the ecological upsets.

Tree Planting camipaigns were organized in the recent past
by various organizations and governments. It has also 'become
4 habit to plant trees at various functions organized by institu-
tions. Tree planting: a]though.is a new phenomenon to Sri
Lankans, was started by the American missionariess more than
one hundred years ago. These miissionaries planted trees wherever
they went. :

Seven stately mahogany trees called * Clevelend Trees ®
stand as monument within the campus of Jaffna College.
Twelve such trees were planted by the then Principal the Rev.
E. P. Hastings to celebrate the election of his brother-in-law
Grover Clevelnd f as Jthe President of the U. S. A  on 4th
MNovember 1884.

The American missionaries probably inherited this coneept

from Judeo Christian heritage. We find in the Bible, that
Ahraham planted a tamarisk tree at Beersheba ( Gen 21:33 ) as
far back as 1700 B. C. Planting trees probably, started with the
dawn of civiﬁzati.om If so, then tree planting is a sign of civili-
zation. Therefere, every civilized man must plant at least on®
tree in his lifetime.

Felling of f{rees is on the increase because of increased
building construci.on. Further,| large number of trees are cut
down daily f\);r consumption as firewood. The result is the
dcstljuctiﬂm of rain forests. People little realize that the dest-
ruction of rain forests is one of the main causes of tHe upsets

in the climate; the unexpected off monsoon rains and prolonged
droughts are the effects. Land =

indiscriminate felling of trees.

erosion is also caused by
A tree can be eut down

years to grow one.

: um a few minutes but it takes
ne shall never see g

s ' : poem lovely as
tree °. Only an ingratitude heart can raise an ax vy

under whaos: shade and cool he has relaxed
necessary for one to cut down a tree
- . i
in its place and another one as

€ against a tree
If it has become

let him first plant a tree

recompense,
The atmospheric carbon | dioxide ( CO

creased considerably lin the recent past
the emission of CO, :

7 ) content hag in-
. This i
j nto the atmosphere from
of altomobilss and from some industries.

because of
the exhausy
I herefore, the

Which e breathe is polluted and  is injurious to heal ..uir
L. c.‘l.“,.(_‘l’_]: should therefore he ranmvehd. The lrctf il
ce, Itrom atmosphere for photosynthesis. The .;3, l.emm,-_.,-
€O, is converted in to carbohydrites by plants |r‘. | Orppeeic
tosynthesis. irough pho-

I'he plants therefore help regulating €Oy cont
: & eny

n the atmosphere. Planting trees especially j

¥ i ; n (the cities ;

1 T (ThT e i e 1S a

n the industriall areds can offset the 005 |imas G
b alance.

Dr. Joshua Navaratnam
An Appreciation.

The sudden demise ol Dr.
Joshua Navaratnam came as a
rude shock to many of his

relatives, friends and associates.
He looked hale and hearty till
he passed away in his 80 th year
surpassing ten years of the Bib-
lical span of life. The
of his long life can be attributed

secret

to*a sound mind in a sound body’
Honour thy parents so that your
life span may be lengthened says
the Bible. He had honoured not
only his parents throughout,
especially in 'their dotage, but
alsg a few others in the same
category till their death. Four
cases given up by doctors,found
solace and comfort in his com-
pact house till their death which

reminds ye
that are sick and heavy laden™

* Come unto me

Another =xemplary quality in
Dr. Joshua MNavaratnam was ta
_do his duty irrespective of reward
Joining  together eligible young
men and women. in holy matri-
mony has been his sdcred duty:
Many happy wedded  couple
living in Sri Lanka and abroad
will bear witness to his fine
gesture

He has been one of the pioneers
of the Colombo Church
active member for moie
half a century. His contribution
as President of The Laymen
Association of the Colombo

church is commendable.

and
than

He had aline sense of humour.
He was genial, jovial and bene-
volent. The like of him is far
to seek. The
ring at Raymond’s
Kanatt¢ bears testimony to his

mammoth gathe-
Parlour at

wide popularity.

May his soul rest in peace
with Our Maker.

V. Gunaratnam*
Colombo.

Obituary
Ihe death occurred on satur-
day the 29th of October at
Navalokha Hospital, Colombo,

of the Rev. Dr. Kingsley Mut-
tinh, president of the Methodist
Chureh | of Sri Lanka, He had
been ailing for a few months.
He is the hushband of Grace
Athisayam (nee Ambalavanar) of
the staff of Mathodist Girls!
College, Colpstty and father of
Alagan, Nituban and Jessica.
The funeral took place on Wed-
nesday the 2nd November 1994

cat 3 00 p. m. Services of Thanks-

giying  were conductec at St.
Peter’'s Church Jaffna and Kat-
taveli Methodist Church at the
the

regarding the funeral will appear

time of funeral. Details

in| the next issus.

Memorial Service

A Memorial service for the
lute Mrs. Mary Pushpam Kings-
bury ( nee Rasiah ) was cond-
ucted on 26th October at 4,00
p:m. at the C. 5.1. Church,
Usan. She is the wife of the
late Willic Kingsbury who pre-
deceased her, and the elder
sister of Mr .5. P.Rasiah, reti-
red teacher, Albert Rasiah, reti-
red teucher | presently in Ausi-
rilia ) and Dr, D. J. Rasiah,
Dental surgeon, Colombo.

The was conducted
by the Rev. A, V. Jesuthasan,
and assisted by Rev. Benjamin
Jeyarajah. The were
réad by Mrs. Yathany Victor,
ind Suresh Paul ( a student of
Chunuakam  Seminary )
A special song was sung by
Mrs. €. Jeyarajah,( wife of Rev.
Jeyarajah ). The tribute
paid by Rev. B. Jeyarajah and

SErvice

lessons

1he

was

was preached by

A V.

the s¢rmon

the Rev. Jesuthasan.

Another emerging threat is the global warming up. Transpi-
its cooling effect can lower this globafwar-

ration, because pf

ming to some extent. Everyone should therefore plant a4 trees

wants one’s children to live on this planet. %

il one

Planting a tree is a good
to plant atree but a mahogany tree, can fetch as high as Rs,
| lakh when fully grown. This is & good dowry anyone can give

one's child,

Let us plant a tree and save the world from death!

investment. It costs nothing
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