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Mr. Blanton, New
Missionary from the
UCBWM

Mr. E.Blanton of the UCBWM
will come to serve in our Diocese
as a shor t term Missionary. He
is the husband of Mrs. Rita
Blanton, a member of the Board
of Trustees of Jaffna College
Funds. Mr. E. Blanton will
arrive' in Colombo in the early

part of 1995.
Volunteers from Australia.

Mr. BDean Hart and Mrs.
Paula Hart from the Australian
Council of Churches have come
to serve in our Diocese for a
period of one year. Dean and
Paula arrived in Vavuniya on the
11 th of November, 1994 and are
working in collaboration with
Rev. P. J.Sooriyakumar, Worker

in—charge, Vavuniya.

Rev. C.T. Roberts.

Rev. C T. Roberts has succe-
ssfully completed the M. Th.
{ Theology ) Course at United
Theological College. Bangalore.
On the 12 th of November 1994
he returned to Jaffna and assu-
med duties as Lecturer in Theo-
logy at the Christian Theologi-
cal Seminary, Maruthanamadam .

Y M C A Talent
Contest

of the
after a

YMCA
lapse of

The revival
talent contest

more than ten ygars is a
welcome featurg to lovers
Western Music, students teachers

very
al

and parents. There was cevtal
nly intense competition as usual,
1t is still competition between
individuals,
and teachers ol music that enha-

groups, schools
nees the quality of the perfor
munce. Almost all those who
were selected for the
instrumentals in all grades rroin
to the

vocidls and
the under sevens open
reached an appreciable quality.
What was most enjoyable to the

older folk was the singing of
the good old favourites of the
1050 s and 60 s! That such a per-

formance Ais possbile with

is a great credit to the young
performers, their parents and the
very small number of teachers
still available. It is hoped that
these performances will go on
without ' undue interruption in
the future. With this encourage-
ment the now defunct Jaffna Wes
tern Music Society too may find
lease of  life in  the
future,

4 new

David and Caldy Shire.
David and Caldy have retired

from their Pastoral Work at -

Rumford, Rhode [sland. They
are now living at Cranston R.I.
Their new address isas follows.

David and Caldy Shire

45 Lawnarce Drive,

Cranston Rl 02920,

us A

Jaffna College Primary
* chool Carol Service.

Jaffna College Primary School
conducted its Annual  Carol
Service on  Sunday the 13th
Navember. The service was in
the form of a Christmas Cantata.
The singing was of a very high
siandard and ‘a very large crowd

participated at this service,
mspite of heavy rains.
C.I.SR.S. Seminar

Another Seminar on the series
of ‘Christianity and Tamil® was
held by the CISRS at the Chris-
ta Seva Ashram on Saturday
the 22nd of October. The semi-
+* Tamil Music
and Christianity'* The meeting
was ably chaired by Miss C. V.
Selliah, Principal, Uduvil Girls’
College, and the main speakers
were Mrs. Marynayaki Mariatlas
Retired Principal, and Sangeetha
Pooshannam, Mr Thillanayagam
Paul. Rev. Fr. Drz Maria Xavier
Director of the Centre for per-

nar wus entitled,

forming Arts also made a con-

tribution to the seminar. Some
of the lyrics were also sung
during the presentation of the

Subjeet It is expected that this

series will on allied

Subjoit.

continue

in due cofirse.

Abraham who has been elected
the new Bishop of the Nandyal
Diocese. He will be consecrated
by the Moderator as Bishop in
Nandyal. This Bishopric fell
vacant because of the sudden
demiseof the Rt Rev Ryder Deva-
priyam, former Moderator of the
C S I. The panel of names sent
by the Nandyal Diocese inclu-
ded the name of the Rev.DasBabu,
Secretary for Communication of

the C 8 I Synod.

English Day at Vembadi
Girls’ High School
The Vembadi Girls®
School conducted its
English Day with great gusto
in the Mabel Thambiah Hall
on the 19th of October in the
presence of a very large audi-
ence of parents, well - wish-
ers, Education Orficers, repre—
sentatives of sister schools and
the entire school community
of teachers and students of
Year six and above. The fun-
ction was very ably and effi-
ciently presided over by the
Student President or the Engl-
ish Union, Miss. Sutheshna
Kodeeswaran who also later in

High
Annual

the programme delivered brilli-
antly the “ Chicago Address °’
of Swami Vivekananda. The
chier guests were Mr. and Mrs.
A. Kadirgamar. Mrs. Selvaruby
SriSkantharajah, the Principal
also spoke the occasion,
Myrs. Sri Skantharajah is pro-
bably one the youngest
Principals in the whole country
and ‘her energetic and
enthusiastic leadershipjwas evi-
dent. She is an old | girl of
Jaffna College and hails
Karainagar.
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There were ten items in

covering the |classes year

upwards and the
plays, skits, songs and dances
high That

there wure still well qualified and

variety  of

were of @ order.

teachers of
was obvious. Vembadi was well
for the quality of its
singing in the early

dedicated English

known

English
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dearth of well qualified teachers, New Bishop of Nandyal. part of this century so much
books and musical instrument® We congratulate Rev. G. T- $© even the Chundikuli girls

flocked to the Vembadi Evening
Services to listen to the singing
to the dismay of the Principal

of St. John’s! The heri-
tage of the English fteachers
and missionaries of Vembadi

is faithfully continued.

Mrs. Ruby Ramanathan.

We are sorry to record the
death of Mrs. Ruby Ramanathan
a former teacher at Jaffna
College. Primary School. The
death took place on the 09th
of November 1994 in Madras at
the residence of her som Mr.
Robino Ramanathan. She
leaves behind two sons Robino
and Ginto (Canada)

Man of the Twentieth
Century,

In spite of what Jesus has
done for us. some people still
wonder why God sits up in
heaven, removed from the pain
and harsh reality of this fallen
world. They feel betrayed by
God, and theyare bitter towa-
rds Him because of that. Why
has he created us and abando-
ned us? they question. They
blame Him for all the difficul-
ties in life, Don’t many of us
do the same? We often hold
God responsible for the hurtful

things people do to us, secretly
nurturing the hidden feeling that

in the final analysis he is to be
blamed. But God is not to be
blamed. He is not the author of
evil, nor does he tempt us with
evil. He is just and kind in
all he does. He is not the cause
of our problems has: he
abandoned us in the midst of
our problems, God came and
lived among us. He became a
man. He suffered all that we
have gone through and much
more

Goa
rejected Him, God sent messen-
gers and prophets, to remind man
that it was He who created
mun,but man stoned the prophets

(Continued on page 4)

nor

created man but man
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1 Al the way my Saviour leads
me

2 Blessed Assurance

3 Pass me not O Gentle Saviour

4 Rescue the Perishing

5 Safe in the arms of Jesues

6 To God be the Glory
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. Called to Community

; Every time we say the Apostle’s Creed, we confess
‘that iwe believe in the communion of the Saints. A word closely
lconn_éc_ted! with © communion’ is * community * . Thercfore, Wwe
remind olursel\;*es again and again, that we are called ‘to build
the community which God |desires-a community characterized
by love, freedom, jus@ice and peace. But ethnic conflic{s,
religious wars, racial discriminations, poverty, destruction ol
inatura-allfsueml to be on the increase,

Community Iivfng is last disintegrating an individua-
listiJ Society. Therefore it has became more necessary to
istress the meed for Community living.

! ! _ {

i | The basis for Ecommunit’y is the Trinitarian concept
|God | is community. The three persons — Father, Son & | Holy
|Spirit are in pferfcct fellowship. When God ¢reated man, God said
<<Let Us inakef man in our image. So God created man male and
femala-a'compunity. ' '
O .Aeuple of Isarel turned to the Jerusalem Temple as
.theil{ only place' of wb}shi:p-a 'symbol of unity, Jerusalem
bron:;_ght :all 12 tribes of Israel together as one people. In th,
same manner all christians are brought together in the One Lord
through one faith and by one baptism ( ef Eph: 4:2)

Jesus came to build anew community by gathering
the scattered. He gathered people of all walks, from all lands
jand all races, into one community-The Church. He wanted
this ‘gathemd community’ to be the light of the world and
.-salt of qhe world.

| | {

I );As th? light of the world,the Church should shine in the
world. We should realize that we are distinct from others. We
are a community whose head is the Christ. We have a unigue
fanﬂll. V?’e accept  that there is one Lord, one faith and one
baptism. We must stand firm on this faith and call others
into this fellowship.

; Our community should be an ever expanding commu—
nity.All what we see is an individualistic society around us.People
are Edividcd; people fight with one another:
they; kill; all 'these because of man’s selfishness and self-centre—
dmss_s. Man should change his attitude. He should become
Christ centred. Only then ¢an man live in peace with others
and | live in community. What a beautiful world
if men live in harmony, helping one another.

they plunder:

it will be

Man of the twentieth. . .
(Continued from page 1)
and  killed the messengers.
So finally God came himself,
The creator stepped
creation, 'but the creatures réfu-
their| maker.
crucilied
The creator conside—
red this as the greatest of man
lkind’s cruelties and madz it the

into  his

sed to recognize
Instead they him on

|the cross.

souree for man’s forgiveness We
killed him and we used the act
of our greatest selfishaess to bz
the source of our forgiveness.

Jesus Christ is the wounded
He has gone
all the pain and suffering that
man. hav ever experienced. The
Bible says that

healer, through

He was tempted
in every way that we have been
tempted. Speaking of Jesus, as
a priest for us, the Bible says:
we have not a High Priest who
isunabl: to sympathize with
but on= who in
every respect has been tompted
as we are, yet without sinning.
Let us then with confide ice draw
ncar to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of
need ( Heb 4:15-16 ) Here you
hear what this is really about.
You see how Jesus is diflferent
from all those who have served
in his name, and who have not
cared for those they served.
Jesus isin a class by himself.
He is God, a God, a God whom
we can go to freely, and a Goa
wha is not afraid to be involved
with us. in fact he has gone
hrouza what we have gbne
through, so we would know fol

our weakness,

Sth ANNIVERSARY

IN LOVING MEMORY

Mr. K.I. THEVATHASAN
( Retired Teacher )

Born, 17 | 07 1907

Called to rest 24 11 1989

There are many dwelling places

sure that he really loves us.
He sat alone, -abandoned by
all His friends. He  faced preju-
dice and deep rejection, He knew
what it is to lose his father.
He did not stay up in heaven,
far removed from the reality
of this world. He came as one
of  us. 5

{ To be continued J

Compiled By: T. Kingsley

The Rev. Dr.
Kingsley Muttiah
As briefly reported in our
last issue, the Rev. Dr. Kingsley
Muttiah, Presidant of the Me-
thodist Conlerance of Sri Lanka
passed away at a nursing home
in Colombo on 29th October
1994. The Rev. Muttiah who is

a son of the late Rev.D.N.
Muttiah and Mrs. Muttiah gra-
duated from the United

Theological College and joined
the ministry of the Methodist
church in 1970 and was ordai-
ned in 1973. He served in Pt.
Pedru, Puttur, Jaffna, Kandy
and in Colombo. He served as
Secretary of the Methodist Con-
ference from 1984 and as Presi-
dent from 1989 until his death.
He followed apest graduate
course in the University of Hull
and obrained his M. A. degree
and ulso a doctorate in minisiry.
During his term as President of
the Methodist Conferance he
launched many development
programmes and projects. He
served in the Central Committee
of the W.C C. and in the
executive committee of ths C C.A
He wus chairman of the N.C.C.
of Sri Lanka for two years.
The funeral service was held
in the Methodist church Colpetty
on Wednesday the 2nd November
at 3 p.m led by the Rev: Noel
Fernando, Secretary of the
Methodist Conference. The
Rev. H.I. Beyer, the Rev. Harold
Fernando and the Rev. J.
Vivegananthan also took part
in the service. The Roman
Catho i: Archbishop of Colombo
the Rt. Rev Nicholas Marcus
Fernando said a special Prayer.
Tributes were paid by Mr.AP.
G. Peiris a parts Vice President
of the Conference, the Rey.
Elmo Fernando, the Rev. P. J.
Anandaraja, the Rt. Rev. Ken-

neth Fernando, the Bishop of
Colombo, and the Rev. Dr.
Wesley  Ariyaraja, Associcate

General Secretary of the W. C.
C, The Rev. Soma Perera prea—

Christians should work hard to build such a commu- ::.:,‘K\_I.I:I‘snn?l::r? I::::::m Ihl'm:; 8 ched the sermon and the RItA
nity. In this lies the purpose of The Mission of the Church. To. he 50 g : 9 Rev. D, J. Ambalavanar said
et ¥ i : " ' -‘ ' F s and benedi-
invdlved in such a mission is to become the salt of the 8 St Jaban ih -2 § :.Iliem;.losmg prayers an n
world. We Cannot build the community without sacrifice. §  Dr. Muttiah leaves behind his

Children 8 wife Grace Athisayam' (nee
. Let us therefore realise| that we are called to commu~| ¢ In Laws and ¥ Ambalavanar), and sons David,
nity.  Let us involve ourselves in| building the communlity § Grand Children 8 pynjcl Nirupan and daughter
which God desires-where love freedom = 9 jessica and lot of relatives and
. , peace and stic { Earlalai e 1 i

prevail , ZH93ce J kil E:ch‘:jf:’ 8§  friends to be moan his loss. He
s * 9 was 59 years old at the time of

Ymsooces co o his death.
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