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New Staff join WCC Refugee and

Migration Service

Two more persons have joined
the Refugee and Migration Service
team of WCC recently.
Mr. Joel McClellan was appo-
inted early this year to
as Consultant for analysis,
formation and advocacy for a
two-year term. Ms. Helene
Moussa was appointed in June
to serve as Executive Secretary
for Uprooted People, with
particular  responsibilities for
Asia, the Middle East and the
Pacific regions.

serve
in-

These appointments re-esta-
blish a fuller working capacity
for the service, severely depleted
by the departures of three ex-
cutive staff owver the last three
Joel McClellan

Mr. McClellan is a Native of
the United States and a member
of the Religious Society of
Friends (Quakers). Prior 1o arri-
ving at the WCC, Joel worked
for eight years as director of
the Quaker United Nations
Oifice in Genmeva, working on

refugee issues as well as disar-
mament and human rights con-

cerns. From 1992 wuntil early
this year he served as the Viet.
nam Representative f{or the
Church World Service and Wit-
ness  ecumenical | development
agency of the U S A.

Joel has a B.A depgree from
Princeton University, a political
science degree from the Univer-
sity of Geneva and a Masters
degree in Economics from the

Mr. D.S. Ambalavanar in
Jaffna

Mr. D. 8. Ambalavanar, bro-
her of Bishop D, J. Ambalava-
nar has come to Jaffna te spe-
nd 10 days in his homeland.
He is now a resident of New
York, US A. He came to Colo-
mbo on the 30th of October (o
attend the funeral of his broth-
¢r in-law the Rev. Dr. Kingsly
Muttiah. The Executive Commi-
tice & the Presbyters and of the
Diocese gave him aComplementary

Dinner on Sunday the 20th
November.

University of Wisconsin. He
began his career as an intern
with the Worldd Council of
Churches team  working with
Algerian refugess in Tunisia in
the 1960s. He has worked as
a lecturer in Economics at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong,
as a free lance journalist for
Asian and USA publicalions,
and has been involved in Quaker
mediation work in Sri Lanka
and in India. He speaks French,
Spanish and some Chinese as
well as English.

Joel's current responsibilities|
include research and analysis on
issues worldwide,

refugee im~

proving information sharing and,

Communications with WCC mem-
ber Churches and partner ecu-
menical
veloping advocacy work, parti-
cularly with the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees.
He is currently playing a major
role in the Church World Action,
Rwanda response team organized
under joint WCC and Lutheran
World Federation auspices.

Jaffna College

Carol Service
““Pmmanuel’” - A  Christmas

Cantata by Eugene Butler was
rewdered by the Choir  of
Jaffna College as their Christ—
mas Programme 1994. It was
a Cantata of mixed voices
soloists and narrators. | The
programme was brightened with
scenes of nativity acted by the
students.

The bidding prayer was offer—
ed by Mr. G. Rajanayagam,
the Principal, Jaffna 'College.
Mrs S. V. Jebanesan, the
Choir Director was in-charge
of the accompaniments. A large
number of people from Vaddu-
koddai, and neighbouring vill-
ages ca me to witness the cantdta.

DONATION OF
MR. R. S. THAMBIAH
Mr. R. 8§, Thambiah the

Department of Library | Seience
University  of Maiduguri,
Nigeria has donated his Collee-

of

organizations, and de- _

tion of books to Jaffna College
Vaddukoddii.The collection con-
sists of very valuahle books on
Sri Lanka, Church History and
Christian Art. Mr.R.S, Thambiah
served asthe Librarian of Jaffna
College till August 1974 and later
assumed duties as the Librarian-in
charge of the Jaffna Campus of
the University of Sri Lanka.

General Transfer of 1the
Clergy
The Workers of Jaffna Dio

cese of the Church of South
India will get their transfer
in| May 1995. The workers of
the JDCSI are transferred every

four years. A Committee cons—
isting of the Rt. Rev. Dr. §.
Jebanesan, Miss' C. V. Selliah

& ‘Mr. S. Ratnavel ( Treasurer,
JDCSI) has been set up to pre-

pare the transfer slate.

New Government Agent
Jafina

K. Ponnampalam who
served as Govwt. Agent, Killi-
nochchi has been  appointed
Govt. Agent, Jaffna as from
Friday the 25th WNovember,
1994. He is an old boy of
Jaffna College. Mr K. Manicka-
vasagar who served as Govt.
Agent, Jaffna retired in Octo-
ber, 1994.

Mr.

WEDDING
S\.t. John’s Church,
the scene of the pretty wedd-
ing on Saturday 19th Novem-
Kingsley Suren-

Jaffna wa$

ber, when Mr.
dran, Worker in - Charge,Mahil-

chipuram CSI led to the altar
Emy Ajitha - daughter of Mr,
Gnanamuthu J. Selvasamy and
the late Mrs, Selvasamy of
Pandateruppu. The  wedding
was solemnised by Rt. Rev,
Dr. S. Jebanesan, Bishop in

assisted by Rev., P.
and Rev. G, D.
The homily was
the Rey. Gi D.
The Bride-groom

Jaffna,
Nesakumar
Anandarajan.
by
Anandarajan.
is the son of Mr. & Mrs. S5.Arul-
Karaveddy.

preached

ananthan of

Selvanayagam Gasperzan

record the
Selvana

We are sorry to

passing away of Mr.
yagam Gusperzan of 4, Martyn
Road, Jaffna. He was the son
of Mr C. K. Gasperzan (of
Gasperzan | Press) and Mrs,
Gasperzan, husband of Cat-
herene|  Saraswathy, father
of Mrs. Raji Rajaratnam, Lali-
tha and Mrs. Vasunthy Gnana-
raj and brother of Sugirthana-
yagam, Gunanayagam and Mrs-
Flora Gunaratnam. The funeral
took place at No. 4, Martyn
Road, Jaffna on Tuesday the
22nd of November and the
remains were taken to the Metho-
dist cemetery for interment.

. Richards Vetharaniam

(Vijayan)'
The. death occured en Monday
the 2Ist . November of Mr.

Vijayanathan Rajaratnam Ric-

 hards Vetharaniam. He was the

son of the late Mr. S. A. Ric-
hards and Mrs. Gnanamany
Richards, and brother of Rex,
Dr. Prince, Duke, Rev. Earl,
Mr. Rajan, and the late
Jeyarajah. The funeral took
place at his residence at 135,
Asecrvatham Lane, Jaffna on
Tuesday the 22nd of Novem—
ber.

Mrs.
We dre sorry
death of Mrs.

Balanam Kanagasabai

to record the
Balanam Kana-

gasabai which took place at
the residence of her grand
daughter ~ Mrs. Ariyavathana

Karunairajan at Vaddukeddai,
on Wednesday the 16th Novem-
ber. She was the daughter of the
late Samuel Saddampiar and
Mrs. Thangamuttu Samuel. She
leaves behind Mrs. Ariyamalar
Ariyaratnam, Mrs. Manoranji
tham Pathmanatkan and Mr.
Kularasan. Her son ®ulasckaram
pre-deceased her, The Funera)
took place at  Vaddukoddda
on Thurday 17th November.
POECTORBRLE HOCIBEOCOSVH:L
Man of the Twentieth
Century
To, be continued | in  the next
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' The Advent Season

Thel Sedson of Advent is| drawing nigh and this
season of peace. hope and comfort, The whole of humankind
rejoices with hope| in [the birth of Jesus of Nazareth-God's
love becoming incarnate human form. The son of God hecame
the son of man in order to make the Human Divine,

|Our| hope and joy are not based on transitory things,
but on God wha comforts and liberates the struggling people
with {the 'enternal = word that has come down to earth with
the promise of total liberation and with them promise of
Peace| with justice, The Christmas Season is not meant fo.
Just merry-making |but for reviewing the basis for our joy,
f‘“pf \and peace. It isthe season for celebrating the new life
inaugyrated in the coming of Jesus, The Nazareen.
2 We are living at a time of great anxiety, frenzy, tension,
Violence, uncertainty and death. One does not know what will
happen the next minute. But at the same time one need not fear be.
€ause the season ofAdvent reminds everyonelthat God loves everyone
and gives Godself for all. This is the ceniral message of Christmas.,
This gives hope and promise of peace and joy instead of
fear and anxiety. k
In advent one traces the longing and the prophesies for
a Messiah. The nationalistic hope of the Jews for a Just
Ruler, a redeemer and King to oyerthrow and destroy all their
fpes é,choc;s. in the world’s need for peace and justice. This
is very true in our country. Not only our country but coun-
fry after country hides repression, corruption, violent and
double—stahdards. The time has comc once more to look to
Bethlehem | not merely in hope of what might be, but in th,
certain knowledge of what great promise of hope and peace

is a

come from Bethlehem for us today.

Every year during the christmas season we are reminded of
the meaningful song of the Angels - “Glory te God in the
highest and on earth peace to all to whom God delights’
(LK 2:14). Jesus is acknowledged in the scriptures as th
Prince’ of Peace. In the letfer to the Christians at Ephesu:
the Apostles writes that Christ Himself is our Peace ( Eph
2:14).

Never as before there is a universal longing for peac &
among nations and within natiu_ns and in our country in particular.
The longing for aj World free from the violence of War
free from conflicts is not something new, Historically from‘
ancient times people wanted to live in peace and harmony
The Great Prophets of the Old Testament Isaiah and MicaI';
had the ideal vision of la world in which the people would
beat }heir sworde into | ploughshares  and their spears intao
prunning k_niycs. Nation will not lift sword against nation
nor ever again be trained for war (Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:3). 1

This great vision has mever materialised. On the con
trary nation and people have continued to develop and inve {
moFe and more powerful and sophisticated weapons chcm]
nations including ours have stockpiled weapons of m.a:ss .
ruction. Resources needed for improving
living, _f'nr proyiding shelter, health cared Education ete
spent .mdi-scriminaiaiy for developing weapons an‘d ;{r ara
ments n cn_JmQr:titinn with one another. Thus leading to an‘:
destruetion of | people and  their property. Our countr m:‘*'
been torn apart by the cult of violence. The |culture if gl:[g;

i dest -
the quality of himan
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In the Bible the words peace ( Eirene, shalom ) Liberation,
Salvation, Wholeness, health and reconciliation are all inter-
related. They aie descriptive of God's saving work for the
overcoming of brokenness, divisiveness and oppression resulting
in unjust and unbearable gaps between the rulers and the ruled
and bewween the haves and have nots. We proclaim Jesus
Christ as the Prince of Peace because He came to remove the
brokenness, to heal, to reconcile and to make the whoele
humankind into one new humanity, a united humanity. Our
celebration of Christmas should be a just passive affirmation
of the message of peace. The song of the Angels and the
confession’ of Christ as the Prince of Peace are meant to be
a call to thoss who celebrate to make some deliberate effort to-
words peace. Today all of us in our country are challenged to
commit ourselves towards a just peace. Jesus® teaching in the
sermon on the Mount included the Words; ** Blessed are the
peace makers for they will be called the | children of God.’
The Biblical affirmation is that God has made Godself known
to us (the humankind) as a Peace Making God and ha’

called us to be peace makers.

The majority of the people of our country have expressed
their mandate for peace clearly in the recent elections and each one
of us take thig call for peace serious and commit ourselves
to work for a just peace in our country, one is certain that
this Christmas season will be a season of hope, peace and
joy in reality. Let everyone of us dedicate oursclves and sta-
nd in solidarity to build up our broken community Wwith a

Ihas becomd inevitable in our country. Violence is seen in ajl estelie, Of peagoand justiee.|Let’)cveryane) AT SIS
e Sy 8§ ! ot : = re 1 . i s . a3 i 3
| eorners of tile. ["Our, pe wple have been facing untold suffer; Wiy qus uh]ll‘l‘htllt .“'M“erh {he Hedos|on pue pmple, .-,u‘ it
| with the [ope of peace and justice. Fng the message of Christmas - Peace on earth, be a meaningful f one
ITn this context | ean Pve find an | in this part of the globe. Let this advent season be a begin-
b & B e f : slevance  For | 5 : v . . el .
af put Lotd as the| Prince uil' 3‘;) Al ‘-;-’-l;t- For the celebration ning of a new era of peace and justice. Let Christ and this
e 2 Tl gace? I T S . a
agnudl| ritugl or ddes it hay NALC 5 Iuhzrnlm.ix just an message of pedee rule our hearts and minds as we celebrate
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