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CONSULTATION ON THE PUBLICATION
OF MORNING STAR

A consultation on the publi-
cation of the Morning Star was
conducted in the Board Room
of Mcleod Hospital on Tuesday

George Ninan elected
CNI Bishop

The Rev. Dr. Ambattu George
Ninan hass been elected bishop
of the Nasik Diocese of the
Chureh of North Indin (CNI)
by the episcopal ele:tu:al body
on July 5th in New Delhi.

The Rev George Niman has
been working as the chief func-
tionary of the CNI'; Synodical
Board of Social s:rvices
April 1993. It wis uader his
leadership that the CNI laun-
ched a major programme called
‘Towards a Holistic Understan-
ding of Mission.’

Born in Kerala in 1934, Gzorge
Ninan had his early education
in the west coast fown of Ala-
ppuzha and later did his theo-
logical studies at
Theological Colleges, Jabalpu
& Philip’s University, Oklahoma.
USA. In 1963 he was ordained
a priest of the CNI in Nagpur.
In 1972, while working
priest in Bombay, he
the Bombay Urban Inaustrial
League for Development (BUILD)
which became well known for
its work and involvement in
justice and peace concerns.

From 1979 to 1990, he wor—
ked in the Christian Confere-
nce of Asia, first as executive
secretary of the Urban Rural
Mission and later as the asso-—
ciate general secretary. On his
return he joined the Bombay
Diocese as a presbyter and also
worked as the director of Vikas
Adhyan Kendra, a Bom bay-based
development study and training
Centre.

George has been associated
with several action groups in
the country. He is the founder
president of the Indian
National Social Action
Forum ('NSAF), a secular organ-

since

Leonard

48 a
started

isation comprising more than
400 social action groups all
over India.

George Ninan succeeds Bishop

D.J. Vairagar who passed
away in April this year. The
new bishop will be based in

Ahmednagar.

the 22nd of November. All thos=
who were associated with the
editing  of the Morning Star,

Senior Pastors of the JDCSI and
some Lecturers ol the University
of Jaffna participated. Bishops
Jebanesan, Ambalavanar, Rev.
D. 5. Thiyagarajah and Dr. 8.
Sivalingarajah the main
speakers. It ‘was decided to

continue the publication in four
pages for the next three months.

Afterwards making it an eight
page Newspaper will be consi-
dered. It was also resolved 1o
conduct a workshop for writers
of Morning Star. Mr.
Kingsley Tampiyappa, the Mana-
cer of the Morning Star proposed
a vote of thanks.

Floods jn Batticaloa
Pur o heavr rainson the 23rd.
24th. 25th & 26th of November
many villnges in the
Batticalon District have gone
under water. 80,000 families
haye been affested by th: heavy
rains. 50,000 families have left

were

the

their homes and have taken
refuge in schools, hospitals
and other places. Batticaloa

District experienced 197 mm rain
fall on the 26th of December. The
Mecterological Department  has
said this was the worst flood
experienced by Batticaloa: since
1963.

News flash

President Chandirika Kuma—
ratunga has rejected the Doctor—

ate the University of Peradeni-
ya wished to confer on her.

V. Prabakaran speaking at
the great Heroes Day Celebrations
on 27th of November has re-
iterated that he has left the

doors open for peace ncgotia-

tions. As a poodwill gesture
he has ordered the release of
another ten policemen.
Schoel Terms 1995
First Term — January 2nd to
April Tth
Second Term—April 26th to
July 15th

Third Term—=September 4th to

December  1st,

‘rate in
versity of Toronto,

Navalar Festival
The Hindu

ol the

celeb rated

Society
University of Jalfna
Arumuzam Navalar Festinval on
Meonday the 28th of November,
The function was presided over
By Prof. K. Kunaratnam, the
Vice-Chancellor of the Univer.
sity of Jaffna. Miss. Thangamma
Appakuddy gave a talk on #OUR
NAVALAR'. The Ramanathan
Academy of Fine Arts provided
Music and Dramatics.

Mr. Veluppillai Prabakaran’s
Birthday
November26th was the40th Birth
day of Mr. Veluppillai Praba-
karan, the Laader of the Libe-
ration Tigers of Tamil FEelam.
Many poems and articles
of the
November 27th was obse—
rved as the Martyrs® Day in the
Famil Districts “of* Sri Lanka.

were
written in praise Lea-

der.

G CE O]L Examination
The GCE OfL. Examination of
Sri Lanka
Monday

will commence
the 05th  Deezmber,
566,000 candidates are expected
to examination,
This by 22,000
from the number of candidates
of 1993, The Examination will
be over on Wednesday the 14th
December,
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Rev. L. N Hitcheoek
Memorial Service .
A Service to tuant God for
the life and witness of the late
Reyd. L. N. Hitchcoek waus
conducted on Wednesday the
23rd of November at the CSI
Church, Navaly. Mr. W. N.
Thevakadadcham gave a t}ib_‘urc
to the [aith, fortitude and wit—
ness of the late Rev. L. N. Hiteh-
cock The sermon was preached

by the Rev. C.T. Roberts,

WCC Refugee and Migration Team

{Continued from last week)
Helene Moussa

Ms. Moussa is originally from
Egypt, lived for a number of
years in Ethiopia and the Uni-
ted States, and is now a Cana—
dian citizen. She is a member
of the Coptic Orthodox Church.
She has a ' B.A. in Sociology
from the American Uniyersity
in Cairo, a Master of Arts
degree from the University of
Washington in Seattle, and has

‘completed studies for a Docto-

Uni-
Canada.
She began professional work
as an instructor at the Social
Research Center of the American
University an  Caire. In 1960,

Education at the

Uduvil Girls' College

Carol Fesrival
Uduyil Girls® College presen-

ted a beautiful Cantata **WHO
IS THIS CHILD'" as their
Christmas programme 1994, The
choir was a happy blend of
Soprano and Tenor. It was
made richer with violins and
trumpets. The choir was train-
ed by Mrs. Kala Maliendra
kumar, Teacher-in | charge of
Western Music, Uduvil Girls’
College.

she was appointed director and
later became Dean of the Sehool
of Social Work at Haile Sela-
ssie T University in Addis Ababa,
In 1967, she moved to New
York where she worked for the
national Young Women’s Chris
tian  Association (YWCA) in
staff development and leader-
ship training. In 1968, she be-
game Executive Secretary for
Development Education at the
Women’s Division of the United
Methodist Church

From 1970 to the present,
Helene held a numbsr of po-
sitions  with  academic insti-
tutions anc universities in Toron—
to, Cunada. She tauzht for 14
years at the for Chris—
tian Studies; an ecumenical 'in-
women and
ministry. She

Center
stitute preparing
men for diaconal
has resently worked as a con-
sultant on a number of projects
related to refugee policy, refugee
women, the environment & orga-
nizational development concerns.

Helene is responsible for the

WCC  refuges and  migration
Concerns in Asia, the Middle
Eust and the Pacifie. she will

be co~ordinating closely with the
| (Continued on page 4)
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Diocesan Office,

The Bible, Science and Theology

Sunday the 4th December will be observed as Bible Sundﬂ}lf.
The need for reeular reading of the Bible will be stressed in
the Churches on that day. The word Bible is derived from
the Greek word Biblios, meaning ““The Book’® — The _Unl)f
Book! But today it is one among many. Many consider 1t as
an obsolete  Text Book. Two important factors which tuTn
people away from the Bible are, the strange language of
theologians and the notion that Bible and Science are cont-
radictory.. Science, people think, has solutions to all the
problems. This has led to the replacement of the Bible by
science. Today, many Theologians use too much of Theolo~
gical jargon and Lay People are perplexed. Rustrum Roy, Pro-
fessor of the Solid State and Professor of Geo-chemisiry
at the Pennsylvania State University in his book ‘*Experimenting
with truth’® says “Jesus transmitted His message (energy) at
the voltage we use in our households (100 or 200 V). His
parables convey the essence of His teaching and connect directly
to our existence, just like the current in the house which
runs a light, stove, hair dryer and washer. ((ndeed many of
His parables are like portable flash lights running at a few
voits on battery easily moved into many new situations}). Pro-
fessional Theologians transmit their learnings (energy) at 11000
Volts or higher, no individual can use them directly®’

Theologians not only speak the langnage which cannot
be deciphered by ordinary people, but some even go to the extent
of saying that the Bible is an ensemble of myths. Adam Ford,
an Astronomer, in his book ‘<Universe, God, Man and Science'’
states ‘“The majority of Theologians explore the authorship
and origins of the book of Genesis on tbe assumption that
it contains myth.”' (Myth—Greek meaning mere utterance or
story.) Chrough time myth has spawned a number of meanings
. two of which stand in opposite to one another. In Theo-
logical discourse it is a story with a deep sigaificance embo-
dying a truth and it may take the form of an historical
tale. But in everyday langpage it is an untrue  story or a
misconception. This bifocal understanding has forced some to
take the fundamentalist stand and many to reject| the Bible
as a mere falsehood.

It may seem strange, but many Scientists today belieye
that science and religion (or Bible) are complementary. Adam
Ford says ‘“The daysare gone when it was assumed that the
persuit of scientific methods ruled out possibility of holding
religious faith. On the other’ hand both Science and religion
offer insights into one reality and together can hola, build
a frame work of faith! One of the greatest discoveries o
20th century is that science itself has a major role to play i,i,‘
feeding religious faith by awakening a sense of awe’’,

The modern science writer Paul Davies, author of *God
and the new Physics’ has gone even a step further and sa
s*Qcience offers a surer path to God than rcligion."Tod:s
many Scientists believe that there are many places wher!i
science and {aith can meet. Rev. Prof. John Pulkinghorn;
trained in Theorctical Physics and now a Priest, developed
natural Theology. According to him, science and thcologr A
each other for the purpose of understanding the cosmos e
both consider the same reality—one .
|the ether reveals truth,

for

experiments and

truth

Two of the most important places where SGisnca s

faith should mect are the beginning and the end of yniy dr}d
They both indeed meet at these places. The me:uiurem(:nlme'
3K radiation suggests that vast amount of energy (lisht ene %
was released with the “*Big Bang’® as the first :)T:curen:‘.rg:f!
the formation of the universe. This reminds us of the h;l:ficf::
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Man of the Twentieth
Century

He was born in poverty, His
race and his home town Were
ridiculed. He was not good-
looking, and people questioned
his friendships. His father died
when he was young. In His latter
years he travelled the streets and
cities homeless. He was misun-

derstood in his ministry, and
abandoned in his death. He
did this for us. He did it to

identify with our weakness. He
also did it asa sacrificial act
of suffering in our place, in
order that we might be whole.
The Son of God came into this

world to bring us healing and
hope. We live in alienation
because of our selfishness, and
the selfishness of those who
have sinned against us. We
WCC Refugee......

(Continued from page 1)
regional ecumenical organizations
and other 'partners in  those
regions to assist in strengthening
the capacity of the churches to
respond to uprooted people. She
also serves as the focal point
for WCC work on concerns of
refugee and migrant women und
children.

WC. Refugee and
Migration Team

Melaku Kifle continues as
the Co-ordinator of the Refugee
and Migration Service, with
responsibilities for overall work
in Africa as well. Patrick is
Secretary for Migration, with
responsibilities for Europe and
Latin America regional concerns.

Other staff in the WCC
Refugee and Migration Service

include Lore Hyatt, Assistant
to Melaku Kifle, Mariette
Grange, assistant for  the

Migration secretariat, and Anne
Christine (‘*Anki'’) Fernandez,
Finance assistant.

Lima Boucher, administrative
secretary at the Africa refugee
desk retired at the end of
September after 15 years service
with the WCC. Doris Appel
joined the Refugee and Migra-
tion Service team in October,
to assist Joel and Helen-,
following ten years service with
the WCC Emergencies Office.

(From WCC news letter)

e xperience this alienation within
ourselves, with God and with
others. Jesus came to introduce
reconciliation in place of alie-
nation, healing in place of wou-
nds, and wholeness in place of
personality fragmentation.

Tihe Bible teaches us that
Jesus is’ coming again. When
he comes for the second time

he will culminate the healing
and reconciliation progess that
he began!for all mankind when
he first came. He will do away
with suffering and sorrow, and
with sickness and disease, and
with all selfishness. He will
rule the earth with power. But
now he rules with patience and
mercy. He has come to establish
His rule, but he wishes to win
men’'s hearts with love, not
with force or might His King—
dom- that  is, his rale
in men’s hearts has come,
but 1t is not fully here. The
Bible promises that whea he
fully establishes his rule, all
sickness, sufferings and emoti-
onal pains will be done away
with. We have begun to sec
those things now, but they will
be fully realized when he retu-
rns again. They are substan—
tial even nmow, but they will
be complete then. Heis seeking
to establish his authority only
through our voluntary respon—
ses. He could usz armies and
absolute power to force men
to serve him, but what good
is it, if we serve him out of
fear, not love. That’s mnot
what he wants. He could use
miracles and money to seduce
us, but what good is it if we

only serve him because of
what we get trom him, and
not because we love him for
who he is. He seeks the
people who will fulfil his
original intentions, when he

created man. He wants friend
ship from us. He does not
want this from a collection of
selfish individuals. His purpos®
is to unite all those who love
him inte a family. So when-
ever people love him, he'draws
them together to enjoy deep
{riendship, mutual care and
support, and celebration OF the

love, forgiveness and wholener

that he has given them. These
family units are what the
church is intended te be.

statement ‘“God said. L=t there bs light and thers was tight-

the first day.’' The final event

rolling up of the universe. Scientists believe from the evidence
of the “‘red shift’" that in some remote, arca there will come
4 “*Big Church’ -collapsing back into a superdense state and
vanish., Spacs
singularity
this black hele, the ultimate coffin of the universe.
will
theologians in the light of 0th century scientific knowledge.

the whole cosmos will
will be warped into a
doom of

The Bible, therefore,

according to eschatology 18

and time once more
Nothing will escape the
the

have to be rtevised by
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