o Tamames  who had

Xhe Librarian

University of

II News and Arvticles in

[ Tamil and English
|f lease send them to: |
| |

i i
| THE EDIT 5

UR,

Army

=
‘he bombardngnt of

R | T

July 9
bombs, and
moartar Fi; made me think
of a line ron th: Aw=ricun
national anthem: ‘And the rock-
eis’red glare, the bombs bursting
Amuzingly very little
damage was done to the College

hells,

In ajr...*

or the surrounding houses. One
tall palm troe baside Ottley Hall
lost its wntir
fell on
Flats,

crown Ope shell
rool  in the
a hale in the

ny own
ereating
bathroom,
.HL' VS

now  lmown | ns the

1 wis prows

Yi Piingine

of the way Our
Rev, Paul organi-
the many
who zam: 1o seek shalter in the
mign's an qur =ivis’ hostel, How-
land Hatl. Several other College
not'fled to

and were
Army, once

e g of

Zed 1a¢

Jafina there
helpful tao The
they had arrived on July 11,
doled out rauions. But they
very soon disappeared, vanished,
leaving only a_ trail of ransacked
thamugfﬂy looted. And

WEre

homes,
most of the walls of the College
broken down by their armoured
vehicles.

In a recent issuz of THE
DISCIPLE (Dijsciples ol Christ
church, partner in mission with
the UCBWM), Linda M:uCrae
Writss about fHer experitnce ac-
companying a convoy of refugees
returning to their hones| in
Guatemala from Mexico. She
was with people who had had 1o
flee their homes,
their family membors killed :cheir
military was hostile (o
because they  winted

who had seen

Lhem

13 Ccome

home and live on theiy land.
She says, by suffering barely

makes the charts compared to

what the Guatemalan people
have been through. She did/ like
her life in the States; disliked
being far from her nieces and
nephews, family, and longtime
friends. An

malan woman askad Mrs.

Guale-
MeCrae

indigenous

why she came 1o live with

hem

Days in

JTaffna

Tinnevely

Uiulrr No.Q /1
1 18 H
Vol: 156 Jaffna Fri{l.; ¥
RIGHTEOLUSNESS EXALTETH & NATION

Vaddukoddai

1. all heart't  she  says.

““Even the phrase ‘theology of

a contradiction
thing

compassion’ s
in terms. Theology is sa.
your head does. Compassion-
‘feeling with’- is something your
heart does.” This is the heart
of the matter. Someone in a

CSI c¢hurch here once said in |

4 mueeting about the situation
in Jafina almost ten years ago
now: Bui we mustn’t do any-
thing until we know 'we have
the doctrine correetly.| And I
tiouzht to myself--myl Lod, if
Jesus diadl waited around until
e thoualit he had his doctrine
lined up. there wouldn’t be any
Christisnity today!

Linda MecCrae developes her
thought: **Finally, ‘compassion®
has to do with feeling, especi-
_ally with feeling
can’t feel anyone else’s pain or
joy if you don’t kmow your
own, if you're dead inside. So

alive.

you've got to look for 2 minisiry
that makes you feel alive ..
That's another reason she was
moved to share the life of her
Guatemalan friends. That’s a
good reason why I am a
missionary in Jaffna.

We interact, the Tamil people
I work among and I. 1 hope
you gain by my being here.
I know that I gain da lot. A
Disciples nurse in | Somalia
her mission field--
imagine a country

wrote about
“Cin you
witiioutl a government: no postal
sarvice or telephone system, no
electricity or water, no schools

or health care system!?  that is
Somalia today."

And we think,' of vourse. 1
sounds like Jaffna, ‘but  here
we at least are not Jiving in
such total anarchy. The ICRCO
has bzen impressed  recently

with the way refugee centerd

Schools  fun.

were orgapized.
ction. and at least the local
postal system Wworks. Health
care is availuble. Yes, | there are
worse situatiops.

Perhaps the worst  aspect of
Jaffna sc.one i the |inaccurate

(Continued on page )
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OBITUARY

Vimala Thambinayagam

Miss, Vimula Thambinayagam.
4 daughter, of the late J, V.
Tiambinayagam and Mrs, Har-
tiel Thambinayagam | of Navaly
dizd under tragic circumstances.
She was one
Wl the

af those injured
"ombardment _at
Navaly on Sunday the 9th Faly.
She succumbed to her injuries
uiter two weeks. The funecral
took place at her houte on Tues

aerial

. ! |
It is the characteristic day the 25th of July. The tri-
excellence of | the strong bute was paicd by Sevak Sam
man that he can bring Alfred  and the SETmon  was

MOMmentous issuss to the
fore and make a deci-
sion about them. The |
weak are always forced

preached by the Rev. § C. Amold
The remains were then removed

ment. She leaves behind Aria-
sothy, Santhy Eam:lf Ariamani
(sisters), Ernest and Thavana—
yagam (brothers) and her mothm‘
Mrs, Harrict Thambina

to- decide between alter-

natives they | have not
chosen themselves.”®

w —Dietrich Bonhoeffer
J

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL
- OPPOSES MULDER’S DEPORTATION

Thc following statement was issued

hv ithe National Christian Council of Sri Lanka.

[ An-ged police raided the Headquarters of the National
Christian | Council of Sri Lanka on Fnd.»a.!_t,r the 2lst of‘ July
1995/ Since then much inaccurate information has come om
ilhrough the printed and electronic medla. We are therefore
issuing tns statement on what dctually happzned so that the
public Would be aware of the troth.

The National Christian Council of Sri Lanka causis!s of
the following Churches and Institutions—the Anglican Church,
the Method st Church, the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of
South India, the demt Church, the Presbyterian Church, the
Dutch Reformed Church, the Salvation Armyv, the Ceylon
Bible Society, the Christian Literature Society, the Stud
Christian  Movement, the Youns Men's Christian Association
and the Young Women's Christian Association. |

On | Friday the 2lIst of July 1995 at around 8-30 a. m.an
armed police party of around forty officers (imcluding a DIG, SSP
jwnd  some senior officers) raided the National Chris_tian Couqcil
Head quarters at Sarana Road, Colembo 7, They had a search
warrant issued by the Colombo Magistrate. The Senior Police
Officer who carried obt the raid said that they were looking
for larms and ammunition and some Sudu Nelum  Posters.

. No arms or ammuaition
No posters or literatur.
found.

The search Went on till 4- 30 p,m.
W dny Kind were [ound in the pre nises.
: ineriminating nature wero
there wus a

of any suoversive or ol af

In| one| of the Secretary's  trays
2 | | i & aih
Compater print  out of A4 size statement on the current North

i had a besmirched Lotus [lower on it and a statement

Cienaral

crisis. :
. i - ¥ ¥ . Ll
on some of the sufferings of the people of Jaffaa and aske

(Continugd on page 8)

to Navaly C»emeti:ry'far 'intei-_
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METHODIST DAY 1995

O. jure 29th 1995 the
Methodist cé:urches in Jaffna
and in the fest of the island

celebrated Mftlhodiﬂ Day s is

their time - honoured custom. |
i ]

It was on the 29th of June!

1814 that the first Methodist
missionaries landed in Ceylon
and the present Methodist

Church of 'Sri Lanka originated.
In commemorating this impor-
tant fact of Ceylon Church
history the names of the pioneer
missionaries are mentioned with
respect and thankfulness. Amo-
ngst them a special place is accor
ded to the Rev. Dr. Thomas
Coke, because he, more than
anyone else, inspired and convi-
nced the Methodist Church of
Britain to launch out towards
Asia with Ceylon being the first
destination. May be Rev. Coke
is given a special place also
\because of his death on the way
‘to the chosen{ fand,

Ra;\w. Coke j{n‘nedl the Metho—
dist Church: in'1777. From 1736
he directed tlic methodist Fo-
reign Missions, resulting, in
Methodist churches being pla-
nted all over the British Ca—
ribbean and in  the coastal

tegions of Africa. But this
did not satisfy him. His heart
embraced 'the = world- [n his
sixties he. thought of India
and longed 19 emll lit |to
Christ. Bur the East! India
Company stood in the way .

They did not want missioniries
In 1802 however the Duich ceded
the island of Ceylon to the
British crown. Iy 1811  Sir
Alexander Johnstone, thes Ch-
ief Justice of the island,
hearing from Wilberforce of
the pouod work done by the
Wesleyan Missionary Society,
SENL an invitation. Coke now
had received call. But
because of his age many fri-
ends tried to | dissuade
from going, pointing
severe | health
wias

his

him
out the
risks, But Cole
be moved. He
his frien-
dead 10
alive to '[ndig.
has | said 1o
Ceylon.” |

not  to
WIOLE  to
dsy ‘|1
Europe
God  Himself
me, ‘Go to
so  fully
will of
I had

the

ong | of
am
and

now

am
eonvinced of (he
God

rather pe

that thinks
naked
Ceylon  wi-

withourt

me
sel
on

codst of

holit  clothes and
a friend,

However

than pot go there. ",
the Wasleyan
ference of August 1813

Con=

tiscus:

' health and an

‘which

sed Coke’s plan for a Mission

to| Asia [or & whole day and
still could pot come to a de-
cision because of the many
difficulties, | also finantial,
which it foresaw. Tt was only
on| the next day that Coke,
expounding |powerfully on the

way in' which he had been led
by God to propose this miss-
declared that
were

jon to | Ceylon,
SiX  young missionaries
willing 'to go and that he him-
selfl would join them and that
moreover in case of a shortage
of  money, lie would be pre-
pared to coniribute, at that
time a stupendous sum of 6000
pounds towards the expedition

and the start  of the work
Awed by the force of his
spiritualll conviction as  well
as by his total commitment,
the Conference  unanimously
gave its consent.

On 29th December 1813 the
Methodistmissionaries to Ceylon
sailed from Portsmouth. Coke,
now 66 years old, was in good
boar |l of the
ship he studied Portugese, in
language  he hoped
to preach in Ceylon. On the
Ist of May he had a slight
\indisposition |but nothing seri-
anticipated. On | the
3rd of May in the morning

lous  was

however, his attendant knocked
on the cabin|door and recei-
ved no reply Entering the

cabin he found Dr. Coke stret-
ched lifeless on the flaor. This
death of thsir leader even be-
fore reaching the mission field
was a terrible shock te the
missionaries, who
were suddenly deprived of their
Visionary leader. Even the crew
of the ship was moved byl this
One of 'the | officers
Bl Coke

holiest little devil | ever met'’,

remaining

tragedy.

described as “1he

teferring | both  to Wiz fres
mendous zzal and  his small
staturz. Ada vl Mosss [he die |

in sight of the promised land.

His body was entrusted to the
waters  of the Indian Ocean
that same day, May 3rd 1814
On the  2st of May  the
other | missionaries landed |g¢
Bombay and  an the 201k
of June five of them  lapy
for  Ceylon. Op June 29tk
814 at  sunset Clough, Lyneh
and  Squance' landed at Galle,
while ' Ault and Erskine joi-
ned  them | the pext morning,
The Commandant of  the fort

at Galle, Viscount Molesworth,

offered all of them hospita-
lity. On Sunday July 3rd Squa-

nee  preached the first sermon

in the Dutch church in Galle
on 2 Corinthians 10 : 14 **We
have ¢ome; as | far | as| unto
ya;u also, in  preaching the
Gospel of Christ."’

On  July  llth | they had their
“:Little Conference’, where it
was decided that they wou-
Id start the work in four
different  locations = all = ovér

the islund and not stay toge-

ther in one place. Lynch and
Squance would zo to Jaffna.
Ault to Batticaloa, Clough

to Gaile and Erskine to Mata-
ra. This decision influe-
nced the life of ths M=tho-
dist Church. in Ceylon fun-
darmoentally, because from the
very beginning Merhodism was
planted in both the Sinhalese
and Tamil areas of

On July 14th 1814 they took
prayed to-

has

eylon.

Holy communion,
gether and wept as they said fare-
well to leave for their respective
stations as servants and messen-
gers of Christ.

Bank of Ceylon
Jaffna Branch

50th Anniverszry

The Jaftna Branch of the
Bank of Ceylon @ celebrated its
Soth anniversiary Saturday
the 8th of July atits premises
on Hospital Road, Jalfna.

an

The function began at 3.30 pm
presided over by the Chief
Manager of the Jaffna Branch
Mrs, Kamalaranee Thurairajah.
In her welcome speech Mrs.
Thurairajah briefly outlined the
history of the Jaffna Branch
from its establishment in 1943.
The first Manager of the Jaffna
Brancll’ Mr £
to the position of the General
Manager | of e Bank of Ceylon,
he heing| the | First Ceylanzse to

Luganatihan, rose

be appointed  Gaouernl | Ma
of a Bank in
Bank of | Ceylon itself was esta-

1 e

the [Island. The

blished only In 1939 and the
Jaltna Branch which was | the
fifth branch to be opened was
established in 1945, Today the
Bank has 289 branches in  the
country and a branch in London
and another in the Maldives,

The Jaffna Branch today is a
Supengrade branch
to the

largely due

devoted services of i

Managers ‘and  Staff during  the

last 50 yenrs.

A special feature at the fun-
ction was the distribution of
gifts to physically handicapped
and orphans donated by the
Sports and Welfare Club of the
Jaffna Branch. Awards were also
made to the present members
of the Staff. These awards wers
given | away by Mrs | Thurairajah
the Chief Manager and Mrs.
Rajalakshmi Balasundarampillai
the wife of the chief guest at

the function Prof, P. Bala-
sundarampillai.
The first twentyfive accounnt

holders of the Jaffna Branch werz
also recognized with gift of a
brass lamp (Kuththuvilakku.)
Mcleod Hospital, Inuvil and
The Morning Star, Vaddukoddai.
were among these first twenty
five.

Prof.. Balasundarampillai con-
gratulated  the Manager and
Staff of the Branch for the
way they have maintained their
services despite the constraints
of the present situation. Some
years ago this branch had a
staff of [65 but today only 85
are trying to cops with the
work. The ' learned Professor
urged Banks to take a keen
and positive interest in higher
edvcation ‘and consider it a
fruitful field for investment
Banks have a big role 1o play
in development and no develop-
ment would be possible with-
out the contribution of higher -
education. He pointed out that
a country like Germany with a
population of 80 million had
eight hundred
thousand students in  their
Universities compared to thirty
thousand students in our uni-
versities in Sri Lanka with a
popuiation of 18 million. Higher

one million

education therefore is crucial
for development and the Bank—
Ceylon should

powers

ing system in
deyolve and
the

if the country

sufficient

seope for |mitiative to
regional branches
i1l directions.

follo-

is to develap in
A cultural prosramme

wed the public function.

OBITUARY
L. C. R. Kadirgamar

Death oceurred of L. €. R
Kadircamar | of  Vaddukoddai
(Retd. F, P. L., Raiiways) on

4.7:1995, Husband of Viranjini
father of Raveendra (Commer—
ciul Bank, Jaffna), brother of
I'. | Kadirgamar, Mano
Kadirgamar and Mrs, Suraswathy

late

brother-in-law  of
Cris, Vino, Mohan and Vasanthi.
Funeral took place on 5 7-1995
at 3-30 p. m.

Rajmohan,
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THE MORNING STAR 7

FROM THE EDITOR
The week that was like a dream
(A real happening at Vaddukoddai)

Wh:ll do we think when|we read the Biblel For some,
it is a narrative of myths; for some others, it has some his-
torical truths, but mostly exaggzrated: for many, Bible talks of
the acts of God in the distant past. The general
God might have acted miraculously and mysteriously  in the O
Testament times, but not now.

opinion is,

We who took refuge at Howland Hall of Jaffna College
during the ‘Operation Leap Forw:a+d®.
of God and His divine providence. | wait to share our experienc:
With our readers. So I zive here a  brief desarintion of whay
happened, inst2ad of the usual editorial.

Sunday July 9th

The theme for Sunday, July 9th, according to the Church
of South India Lectionary was ‘Witness through | suffering,’ One
verse that attracted me most among the Scripture passages
(Jer 15: 15-21; 2 Cor 6: [-10; Jn 18: 1-10) for the day was °T will
make vou to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight
against you, but they shall not prevail over you, | for 1 am
with you to save you and to deliver you-says thz'Lord’(Jerl 5:20 RSV)
Early morning T cycled up 1o Moolai, a village tgl-lree miles
from Vaddukoddai, to celebrate Holy Communion. At that time
I was not aware that an indefinite curfew was’limpased. As T
reached Moalai, I heard gun shot firings and bamb plasts very
far; the attendance was poor. I thousht it was like one of those
perty barttles, that takes plac: on and off and started the Church
service. As we finished singing the| apenine hymn, we heard a
cluster of bombs falling very close, the people started to panic
and pray fervently. But the sounds stoppzd and we were ahle
_to follow through the entire s=rvice order.

exnericiced  the presence

Then I proceeded to Araly, another village two miles from
Vaddukoddai in the opposite direction, When I came back from
the service, T heard that an indefinite curfew has been declared
and that a war has startad between the Atmed Forces and the
L. T. T/E.

The whole day we heard artillery | shells bursting in the
mid-air and flying past, over onr heads. Some fell very close
and others at a distance. A ‘Pukara’ plane hurled three hombs;
one fell near Jaffna College Institute of Technology  and the
other two near the Bicknell Field - Pavilion, causing | damages.,
People panicked and took shelter in the College buildings. In
the night around 11.00 p.m. theré was a rumour that the Army
might move in at any time and that it was not safe for ﬁcople
to stay at Vaddukoddai.- So maost of the peaple fled {to Jaffna
City, but about 380 people remained 41 Howldnd Hall. Dr_!
Robert Porter (Bob), a missionary from UCBWM was one of
those who stayed back. Those who stayed back spent the whole
night praying.

Monday 10th . |

The fight resumed on Monday morning. More shells were
hurled and al *Pukara’ plane bambed again, one |fell mear the

Cathedral Church but no harm was done; the other fell onl
‘Kandasamy Temple’, halfi a mile away, causing severe damages

to it. We also heard of injuries caused to and deaths of al
We heard gun firing very close at about

few known to us.
1-00 p. m. Those who went 1o their respective hfouses to
prepare meals came back with the story that
moving in, but some dispensed it as a rumour. That evening
around 6-00 p. m. two boys in L. T. T. E. uniform | came to
the Howland Hall and asked us. as to why we did not move to
Jafina. Many said they were sickly and |had left ‘thein parents
who could not walk, so they had to remain in Yaddukoddai.
Then they said, they have repulsed the Army, advancement, so
we have no cause to fear. But we should try to protect our-
velves from shells and bombs by taking shelter in the near by

the Army  was,

houses.

Later we came to know that the Army | had actually
advanced, at that Very imoment. to a place called Arasady, one
mile from Vaddukoddai. That night all the Christians  got
together and prayed 10 the Lord in the Chapel of the Hoslel.
On the l‘ollnwiu-_z day, some of the Hindus requested us to
PTdy 1 a common place. so that they also could participate.

This request wis heeded to.
Tuesday 11th

Ear]y mnrningv. of
I-coddai, Thcn we
Thevarasan,

Tuesday was veny quiat around Vaddu-

beard bursts of shells around 9-00 a4, ;.

our walcher told me that a shell had hit one of

the palm trees near the Ottley Hall- T 'inspected' this and realized

that, had it nat hit the palm tree, the shell wonld have defi-

nitely bit| the  Daniel Poor Library. | Thi§ might ' have ecaused

heavy losses, and we would have lost many rare and unobtainable

books.I felt it was God's providence. Around the same time,one shell

fit the roof of the Gymnasium and another hit the roof of Bob’s|
quarters. Bob was mside the house, but miraculously escaped. Around

1-00 p. m. we heard gun shot firings definitely moving towards us.

After sometime, we heard someone calling. I stepped out and a few

elders followed ms. When they saw ms in my priestly garb,

they shouted “*Father, don’t wotry, we shall not harm you*

Then he shouted in Sinhala, ‘fcivilians are here, so don’t |
shoot this side.’” More soldiers came into the compound and
an officer inquired  wh>ther there any  injured

civilians. = There were four with injuries, and |
they were attended to by the Medical Corps (actually
these people were injured before they moved into Howland
Hall.) They also left five Milita;y Police pzrsonnzl which they
said was for our protection.. That evening the prayer meet;ing
led by the Rev. D. C. Ratnasingam was held. We praised and
thanked God because nothing what we feared happ:ned. We
also prayed to God that His presence and progection should be -
with s in the future as well. We also made supplication for the
entire Tamil community. The following. day even before we
started our prayer ‘meeting, many Hindus came &nd urged us

to continue with the prayer meetings. I believe that God has
sown the seed and it is the duty of the Christians to culti-

vate it.

Wednesday 12th

On Wednesday, the Public Relations Officer of the Armed
Forces| visited ‘us along with an Army Doctor and A. G. A,
Karainagar. The doctor attended to the sick and the A. G. A.
distributed the dry rations. Then I went into the Collége
premises with Thevarasan and inspected it. Tie soldiers were
all around and the Principal’s bungalow was occupied by the
Senior Ofticer. The boundary walls of the Brown Field v*fas_
partly broken. The Army has used the stones of the wall %to
support the shell bores. T could nmot go towards the Church,

Thursday | 13th {. A

On Thursday, | the Brigade Commander, Major Geue#at'
Rohan Daluwatte visited us. He said civil administration w?il'i.
be restored very soon and the Army would vacate Vaddukoddai
soon and move forward. Then we willl have no| cause to worry.
Hé also promised many things. After some time we saw heli-
copters: landing and taking off very frequently. At that time we
didn’t know what was happening. [

Friday 14th

On Friday morning, 1 went out again with Thevarasan,
and to my surprise, no Army personnel were seen! anywhere.
We went towards the Churzh. Some of the Church windmln
were found open. But there were no traces of anyone entering
the Church. One of |the windows of the A.' C. M. Press walr
found damaged and the entrance door brokeu open. The Levi
Spaulding Boys® Home, the Bishop's bungalow and the Parsonage
were found forced open. The clothes and books were found
thrown |all over, A T. V. set at the l"'arson_agc and a generator
belonging to the Diocese, which was kept at. the I’an?o:!ai.zc
and a generator belonging to the! boys' home were found m:ssm;;;-.

(Continued on page 8)

were
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\ (Continued from page 7)

and food iwms like rice, dhatl, chilli powder

Kitchen utensils
Some of the

were found strewn all over the compound.
in the graveyard.| Tha Bishop's car wind-
and |one front

ate.
things were found even
shicld was found damaged due to a gun shot
Field boundary wall
ad through
the actual

wheel missing. A portion of the Bicknell
was found demolished. Evidently army tanks had mov
 these openings. At that time I could not assess

damage as I didn’t have any knowledze of the personal
be[ﬁngings of the Bishop and the Fastor. But the
Bishop and the Pastor returnsd, they <1id the loss was around

Rs.

when

| 2 million.

When we returned after our inspestion, we found & few
| soldiers headed by a Captain inside Tthe sghool] premises.

Saturday 15th

| On Saturday morning, they had all
don’t know why t:hey left $0 suddenly. Perhaps,
because of shooting down of the “Pukara’ plane and the counter
attacks, ~‘Tiger Leap™. Tt was somathing similar to what happ!
ened during 'the time of Elisha the nrophat. Four lepers dared

vanished suddeniy. 'WE
they panicked.

| to go into the enemy camp in search of fond. There they found ouf

that the Syrian soldiers had vanished from their camp all of a sud-
den. The Lord God made the Army of the Syrians hear the sound
of charriots and of horses, the sound of & great army, so they
panicked and fled for their life (If Kings 7: 1-9.)

On Saturday, Dr. Porter and myself went
College and the Church premises, and then towards the Tech-
nical Institute. There were no signs of Army going towards' the

round the

Technical Institute. So we came back without jentering tha
Institute compound. On our way back, we also noticed that the
Post Office was broken open.
Sunday again (16th)

Although the Army had completely vacated, people did
not know this for sure. Only on Sunday morning, when the

L. T. T. E came and chased the Military Policc personnel
we realized that the Atmy had completely withdrawn from Vad-
dukoddai. “When the Lord restored the fortuncs of Zion, we
were like those who dream’ (Ps 126: 1 RSV).

1 After everything quietened down, the Rey. D C. Ratnasingam
and I conducted a Holy Conmunion ;eal
blessing to all of us and we really participated and shared the
body of Christ broken for us. Then everybody
well assured that God was their protector.
also started to return to Vaddukoddai. Life at
was again made possible. Guod of Abrahum,
Let us turn to Him.

servige. It was a
left for their homes
Those | who flea

fafina  College
Liaac and  Jacah
is' alse our God. 1hen
a5 a mation.

He will restore u

Tlie Rev. Anthony A. Paul

Army days pupil ar Jaf
y : uptl 4t Jatina Collage recent
Continuzy f % . L
( : ron?; page 1) did. And the other side aof
bombing and shelling that ba.  this isthe luek of iHfar .
cost so many civilian lives and even in the i i

government,
what happens hers.

destroyed so many homes, even s
This has produced a

genceration of children' that are

It 15 almost as

mospitals, i
5p if those in political

thei

power ware

1OuUrisss 1o AN C.)Lm[ry
craising throuzh the crowded and

boiling hot strests

sometimes emotionally disturbed

even to the point vl sttempting i
o : g m| air-condi-
surgide, lag' ‘one lower-schaoll tiomed | <omPy {

what the man al the microphone
in the
themy to hedi.

Muiry Oljver, o Pulitzer Prize
winning poet in the LI 8. sums

On the contrary, the first
stanzd of her poem *‘Magellan®’
expresses my feeling too:

Like Magellan, Let us find ou”
islands To die ip, far from home.
from anywhere Familiar: Let uS
risk 1the wildest plades, Lest we

front of  the bus | wants

up i one line:

1 don't want fto end up ‘ )
simply l havingl visitedl the 20 down in comfort, and despai; -
world "' — Robert Porter
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the question what are the Churches doing  about it. Only

on» such copy had bren made.

The Police asked who prepared the said Computer diagram
Our staff told them that it wes the work of Mr. Kenneth
Mulder who was working with nsas 2 yolmateer The Police
asked for his whereabouts and w:z indigated thtt he wason
his way to Jaffna with the Ri, Rev S, Jebadesan, Bishop of
the Jaffna Diogese offthe Church of South [:\ia. Mz, Mulder's
visit to Jaffna had heen approved by the Operational Head-
quarters and it was @ personal visit of his. Mr Mulder had
visited Jaffna on two previous oceisions with the consent and

knowledge of the Operational Headguarters It is comman
knowledge that visitors to Jaffna  have access to LTTE
spokesmen.

The Police then gave instructions fto  the Vavuniya
Police to stap the vehicls they were erivelling ia, search it
thoroushly, take all the documents  into custody. take Mr,

Mulder into custody and bring him to Colombo. Ths Bishop
was| to be allowad to proeced to Jaffaa.
The search ol the vehicle revealed
arms or ammunition. Nejther did it have
subversive post:rs as stated in the media.
At the end| of the s:arch of the NCC ‘Theadgnarter
Police recorded the statements of Rev. Dr, Rienzie Pzrara
the Genéral Secretary of the NCC, the Rev. Prince Devanan.
dan, Secretary of  the Justl: & Peac: Commission and o1l
the othér members o the staff who were present at that time.
Thercafter the Police party received instructions subpo-—
sedly from their hierarchy that the homss of all the Tamil
employess of the NCC had to be scarched as welll |,
The total staff strznsth of the WNCC is 41 of whom
thirty three are Sinhales: and sightare Tamils. O the Tamils live
were females and three wers males. Th: police W inted to search

it had oo
bundies of

that
any

only the houses of ths five females We sent them along
with two of our senior staff members A great deal of
embarrassment has been ciused to thest inancsnt persons in

and around ths communiiy thgy live in. '

The medin bothi the printed and lclectronic have unfoc—
tunately heen f=d with Iaascurate ml’nré_nmic;u by some sni:ruc
For example the 8 00 p m. Sinhalsse nrws bn Rupavahini on
Sunday the 23:d of July stated tiuht ;motlier Tamil fei)
staff of the NCC hid bsen taken in fbor questioning by the
Polize. This caused a g-ear deal of congern 1o muny perspns.
When Officers of the NCC yisited ths Cinnamon Gargdens
Police Station they shid thit thers h:d | beca no | sush anise
They were Kind enough o heck with Rupavahini and admon-
ish Rupavahini for giving incorrect information.

The printed media too have carri=d all soris of totu!ly
false information: '

The MNational Christian Coudeil now undérstands that
Mr. Kenneth Mulder is being d:partel| The National Chris-
tian Council opposes this which it bslisves to be contrar® to
the law and unjust No charges hive bden framed and prove !
in ‘a4 caurt Oof law. So far no anthority has informsd us !
dny such charz:s or of any incriminating evidance that hus
been found in  Mr. Maldér's possesiiop of ut his place
residence .

““Ths adverse publicity of tals: propagandu orchestrat !

in the media =41 l:ad to disenchanunsat of the pesople with

the, NCC,
The orchestration of these his:lzss aceusations has also
severely lundirmined ths good relations that ws haye bul!

over the y-ars with pzople of other faiths and communitic

The Nutional Christian Council of Sri Lanka and its
leaders have alwiys bzen committed to  the  quest for peacs
in our ¢oundy. Tue NWIC rzafficns | its commitment to Justice
and Pzige 1 our country.

We shiit do atl we ean in the spicit of Jastice to, achieve

5y feSEARE | fonly that objective despits) whatever difficulties we may have to
face in (the Sp'rit of ! Jesus Christ
Registered us a' News Paper w1 the | G SR ey 2o Y F st
South Tndia fat the Amerlcan | Ceylon Mission Pr : Lifika. News  Printed for the Jaffna Diocese of | the] Church of
- ¥ A LR ¢S5 i3 ) .
cablished G | 0, 1st Cryss Street, Jaf an lon Friday  oth a
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