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The post-bihlical theologian

may, np doubt possess a better

astronomy, geographﬂ zonlogy

psychology, {physiology Ed 50
e biblical | wit

on than th
posxessud but as for the
0i' God, he is not just
mmpnrtmg himselr in rci*
ship tol thost wuhesses as thmh

~hel knew more about the Word

than they. He is nénher pre-
sident of a seminary, nor thp
Chairman of the Board of some
Clinsuan Irﬁsmutr. of| Advanced
Thcologlcal Stuqms who might
cldim some! authority over the
prbphcts and aposiles, He cannot
grant or refuse lhcn1a hearin
as.though they were| colléagues
on the| raculiy. Suill| less| is he
a hlgh school 1cabu.r .mr.hanzed
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bwevo!lently orlcressly, Lo coér-
rect their notebooks, or ID glh
them gpod ,average or bad |marh,8
Eyen |the smallest,, strfmge
siinpla+t acr obscorest amo:g
the biblicd! witnesses has
incomparable dvantage aver
even the most pious, scholarlv
am:l sdgacious latter-day theolo-
gian. From his special pomt
of view and lin }ns lspecial
fashion, the wltncss has though,
spoken, and | wriften _about
the revelatory Word and act in
diirect umtrom_amon Mlth it
All subsequent Fheol}ogy, as w?I]
as the whole of the conimunity
that comes after th evel'nt, will
agver tmd| itself in lhe same
J'nmedmt:. confronta:mn. [

| Kutil Rarth

to| lo oyer their! shoulder
| | ' : : |
| ! T | |
147 2 punk of Ceylon
. Installation Sérvlw : | Rat
[ Ipcreases iis interest | Rates
The |Rev. Duicepu Ferhaadb The Bunk of| Ceylon h“‘ in-

was installed as the President
of | the Ceylon Methodist | Con-
fenance at a special |service at
the Methodist Church, Kollu-
pmya on Wednssday | the | 16th
August. The Rev., Duleep Fer-
nando | was elected as the
Chairman of the Methodist
Conference at the Annual Ses-
sions of the Conferente inl 11994,
He served ak the Acting Presi-
dent of the Conference after
the demise |of the Rev | Dr.
Kingsley Muttiah on the| 29th
Oclober 1994, The Rev. Dulccp
'he{nanclo is| the (son |ef Mr. P
E.| Ferpando, a  well knowh
Methodist = preacher| and 2
retired Commisssioner of Inland
Revenug and Mrs. | Fernanda.
Me¢thodist pastors erviag in
Jaffna | left for| Colombo on
Monday the 14th August to
participate at this service.

formzd its customers that it
has increassd the rate of inter-
est by twg and a half petcen:
for thed /depasits and |Saving
Certificates by one qerccrit
The | new rates of :marc}u
are as follows: | |
avmg Certificate |—
| 6 months 13.5Y,
S‘wlhg Certifjcate | —
|12 months 14%
12 months
on maturity 15%

Fixed l)Lposﬂ.

Fixed Deposi'l

onthiy
| | Interest 14, 5%
| Fixed ‘Dcposi( —
6 months
on maturity I1.3%

| Fixed Deposil

3| months
on maturity 11%
For Rs.| 1.5 million
and  aboye

for ane munlh 10, 8%

Two |Persons | Arrested
at' Pandateruppu

i Two  persons
see their |houses
Church. Pandateruppt weie
arrested | by the Sn Lankan
Army. These [two |persons were
inhabitants of k’anddteruppu and
had gone| to see their | houges.
A toddy tappér 01' Per:)rawlan
IWaS ulso | dl‘réhtcd at P‘Il}la—
Yllan' by the Army while |he
rent to tap toddy lin this
lllagu The relations |of the
rrested people have 4ppealed
Io the Red Cross Society | to
ontact the Sri Lunkan A y
Tnd get tPem released. | |

i 1 | |

People of Va]ikaimai
| go to Jaffpa to

| After tfw G)para ion
Forward® which topk P
!Tth Iuly 1995, and
anothbr restricted 1'):|:|§;|r offen—
swe forced residents af Vali-
kamam West especially Sithan—
"kerny, Moolai,  |Chulipufam,
Araly West and | Koddaikadu
o go to| Jaf‘ na |m lhave, a
peal::eful rest. | Thay return| in
the mornmg to cummu&: their
fishing, ga:rdf'ulng and' hoqse-
hold work i |

wlo went | to
near | Fatima

West
eep

‘Leap
ace |on

our of

Irl"e]ltppa!al q:hurt l\/#emﬂers

Worship at Yomen's
‘ | Centre Clmpel; |
| The members of the C.
Church Tel]:ppa!ru wer? condu—
Ltmg their Sunday worship at
a house at Chunnﬁlkaml till jthe
8ri Lankan Army advanced and
occupied Alaveddy Sandilipay
villages on the 9th df Tuly.
Now | the members ak‘ ﬂ]lf Church
are conducting tl?eu‘ Sunday
worship at Women's | Centre,
Marutbanamadum .The JRev P,
J. Suriakemar|is occupying one
of the huusesiat &chcd Hps-
pital, Tnuvil. !

New Res:dpnce| for ocur
Minister at City Mission

The Angllc;m Bishop of Cé 0~
mhbo [the Rt. Rev. Kenn'th

ter in City Mmslm{l to | use [lhﬂ
Vicarage of Chirist Church, Main
Btreet, Jaffna as his residence.
A praver | meeiling was condudted
gt this Vicarage of Hupddy ‘the

13th of August. The K Rev,
Dr. 8. Jebanesan, ithe Ilh. lev. |
D, I \mb.lla!v.znaﬂ the Rev.

S P, NCSdkumflr of | 1he Ansl}“‘“

Friday 18  Auguér j99s ’\'n_‘g} 1998

'ERALTEH A NATION BUT SINIS A REPROACH T8 ANY T’EOI’I E

| to Governme
nando hag permqu our mn!us— |

| .
Church and & |S | Paptor:

scrvmg lin Jaffna  town | and
| | members, of City Mission Church
paru’cipatcd it r.hu service and

| in the ﬁ.l!{:w-,hip e lhat follo-|
w:m it. | | |

Tcak:hers liemsmn Anomaly
Rectlflcatmm Needed| |

Té_ac:hclrs cqmmdlmty | andl all
|congerned Wit | E.'iucat.jion,!
whc]ehearudly “-:J[lc'nm.. the new |
|Salary Seale | for | Teachers| to
{be iimpl menLed soon; by | the
Education Déparijicnt |after so |
{many years of aditatipns land
appeals from | Teathers!
| The R}:tirc T!cache.rs who
{toiled hard f IunE years should |
mot be deprivid of this ha nd-‘
'sum benefits, Thére will bea
|big 1ffefenc=s in rpsp%rof pen-
|sion | payment 'bet cen | eachers
who| retired from service before
‘and ]al‘ter‘ﬁth October 1994-the
|date of implementation uf’r.he
new salary scale. For exa
'a Trained her with more
|tham Sﬁpars of service is enti-
tled| to basic pension eqqnw_-
lent| to fﬂ pqrcenf of Ru
396(1[_ il his/her rtx
date falls before 6. 10.194
reaa_.l a Teacher 1th Ldan u:al

tion and sanrl

qualificati
retires E r al ter
will| be nutfled to a

. 10 94
asic [pen—
sion'of 90 percent of Rsr 34 ‘,'_..
The, difference in | pension pay-
| ment exceeds Rs /1 mortthly

This is a very glhrmd and un-

corqpromlsm difference. There
s lbsolhtely| on| justification
|in maintaining this Eenormous

difffrenc_r.-. \{:at are 4]1& $ n|
| criteria g'ieterl ine [and| necessi- |
atet he | Salary L‘l’ncwase of |
| Government Sbr\ran‘ 5?7 The Salary |
of Publld Seryants are mncrenscd
from t:rqe to| time to cushion |
the | | d]ffrcuttses faced by | the |

rise| in | Cos; ol"

mﬂanon and
p:lac:icé in|

meg | |

Tt is 4:: accepted
mamnlylol‘ countries all over
[ the world toLeffdct mcrcade in |
pension payment 10 pensioners. |
Wheneves anilncremu |is ‘%adel
t Servants. What

prompted j stedp m;:ren in|
salapy for T achep" The main|
reasons are ddduced abav lll'
does not mcm hat | Tea her*-‘.
havs bedome | |pare celidnce gver-|
night to dea?rvr his | increase
1hup toiled and wmﬁed ard
to earn this mew | salary s ale. |
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Vaddukodhi

EDITORM!
| The Prudlgal iSm

E.
-
o
e
-

! I)m 20840 |()ffiCE

F_ul-.e' 15:11-32

! In all aaurt:q-‘
Atherg are people who
dcould be called a
i prodigals| But when
{ithe story as cmm;l
iHin the Gospel. i‘t
Hit conveys a xghe;
!

truth which has to
do with both i;umah
beings and Godl
This| is ja parable
whidh focuses tp
much attentibn of
the son, but acnul—
y it isia lnvm
{father who is  the
Fsmr chardcter |in thc

. ‘story ‘and in away
| ithe | tathier grands
lfl'ar God’is. st..adfasll

love| or |Agape as
|Bishpp Nygrcn Cin
his book charact l[
rizes| this love
Jewish so¢|ely lis nu:
missive socn.-t;

- " lila p
! hwheré childrencould
do what r.hay like as it is in western countries today, The chil-
dren were' instructed not only  in rz.llgf?us laws but, also “marah
taws. The tr@ortance fnthis st ryill inl the faut hat the secon (|
son dares to | ask his father for | !ns-;;.ue of nhe atrimony Which
45 one-third 1o be given before the| father dies or valuntsers to
aive This father | who loves his son dyss not r#lusc but | gives
up ‘his ihdrel for | him| to' do w|h¢t.[lrr 2 wants to 'do with it.
Thd second son afterl realizing hi pl’-lptrt, In}avus to |a fa
country | oht | o) J.ght fromn hlf rather ind rother also a'land
- Which i§ not under the Jewish God. According to JTewish! reiit
gious tiinking, their God' chose onlt/ _._.1"la~ll¢.||n and Mount Zion
for | his dwelling 'pl.}.cu Thus he had ajoided béth his nplura:;i
father abd Gud as wdl. ‘Tn the far cupmryl he|leads a Javish
lifel us Qe dl cired wnh his c;mpmy of Fri encls' Bul sing. kit
;’:5 l10t|ga|u1ully emplloyed h;s money | staried 1[:» fnhur awayl
. t 18| quite nagural| his | friends also aurtcg} toldlbdppca: fror.';'.
im. The worst | Lhing hupp ed ftherd  wis a | tumine'in h
| Country. | he |wus | drivbn by hduecr i\hhuwin a ngrlo atta E
|h|m§clt to a|pig | farmer whn,lx to a Jiw m i qum.l Hi lwg\ab
in that srate In. realizes the plcmy af tued ml his | father’s huucr
and | desires eved (o take up the pnﬂ‘luu{l LJ| hired »L:vamh:'n

|lns father's House, nol thdt of| a spn  This| |shows when he s
desperatd, hel sces tie| lovd the fathier fius Bustawoay U state L:f
repentance Irn'_-m pri e and arr :gmu:- Fai | L ImAn Houga a4 sinne
f-e]l S:;J b;u,\; to lsalvige hl..] W.I\.:l lig returns | hom: fig su)-;

y 0 my f.|th:r I Am npt  worchy of| beipo Galled
your son, make me a| hired sdrvant' i)_’u.'\‘ hie um:ul' IL.
ithese words | the {ither embraces him, Lulls| for| newl rubcl: lL-:

ring whi¢h is a S1gn of authornity 4nd {jl"l-ll\u

i 8
Ll | | |
il THE MQRNING STAR
I -

| Director for Ecumenical

| Relations in our Sy;nud

iRcv, Dr! B.; S. l)u amani
has bden appmntch to H}c post
and he hag assumed offjce ps
1lie nlw Director. As some pf
you will l‘lcmcmber- he |served
a8 Di':nanr of our Pastoral
Alid Ut'p.lrl.mcnt' from 1984 {o
1990 when [he feft for the U. $.
for highe |qlud I-lc olﬁtamnd
his D, Mm from the th(}dgt‘l
T‘lwologscal Seminary. I

;Rev. Devam-mp will be réesnm':—
sible for [Rilateral | Relations,
E change Visitsy! Union | Nego-

tiations and ‘mdtters rela';ing-m
the Jomt Counml of CSI-CNI-
Mar Thomg Ch;urch

OBITUARY f

| Vyth rluj,gnm Jevaratham |

| The| de ath n(’a.urrerl an TL:clﬁ—
day, 8th Allvust f "1!r Vathiliti-
gam Jeyaratnam tof Etlai i1South.
'I'hc fum:ml nmk ,;er. bn the

leiuwm" éh_v al hls residence.

The Rev:|C. T. k.nh"r §, the
l’*‘lrcull pastor il Erhlln ‘\'-._ll,li:h
4)r-du te l the servide. Tributks
were gald by tlie Rev ,,\ Y.

Jésuthaﬁ an |and [Mr.|S. T Manl-
ckam.| Ths| remains| wede tl_en
removed ta Erlalai South ceme-
te1r5r for interment. | '

! |
[Mr- | Jeyacatndm was the (son
of the late Alfred| Thambiah
Vythilingam and Mrs. Naguls-
ibiha V_\rtl‘ilith:gam of |Erlalai
Sputh. Bcs;des lhis mother, he
Isaves | behind Gunargtnam), Tha-
varatngm nd Jebarginany (hro-
ghers)and Qrwn nalat, SaKuntha.

Mrs. Rasa:ﬁény_
Thnrilratllnam i

| We are|sorry to| record |the
death of Mrs.| Rasamany Thu-
rairatnam | of Araly/North which
took | plage ulp Tlhurs'hy |the
10th |August. ﬁihc was the wife
of the lgte '.Inuralmtnam of
Araly. The fuperal| todk fplace
it the residence of his eldest
son dt Kopay on Batur’day the
IZth Anﬂust.

| Shq leayes behind Jesuthasan'

Thevdthasgn dnd |Vijayathasan

(somT and a large number | of

relations 10 bdmuai{l her death.
| [ |

Teachers! Pension .. |

{ | |
(Q_Dmlrrned [from page 1)
| valumble | service
rendeped by Retlrk:d Teachcrl
should bz taken ":m conside-
ration in di.!ermlnmg their pen-

sion pqyment |

As such |the |

[ Tt will be |I.Io-néal and un-
"'ratfful w coqtinug to $m. ithe
ame pcnqlon lu Retired

chers without any increase,
ﬁhllcl thelr jupior gouniei-parts
dnjnv. a substintial incTease| in

1he1rl "no}umems. 5 | |

| Ths r\:tm;mes; Concerned
dhould view this hum&‘u- fnd
!{ensmv: jssus | with most kind
and | sym p.llhl_}ll:k cosideration
and Recul‘y the excisting ano-
ma]y' Retired Teachers lare
eagerly anticipating| a just gnd
fair play from’[— th?J authoritics.
|- |

lta-

| ! iJ S. Gmm.shl.!.,
| ; gReurLd '?»achr)

$tati yn Lane, | [

| | |
lamalar and Rﬂ\-l.‘l“.lfFl' (sistery ) ?..h;n' kucl‘cheri. ‘ |
| | | | ] |
1 T ||
i L] ‘ i ]
says. But fhc eldest| son reh.rw to his b: olh_r.-. s ‘ﬁﬂli-“ lson’| to

his father and adds| wha waqred

is not| at qall found| in the \*Lrses. This above

of his own brother |whom God

zulity. Th..re is| more love and fnn_i\.e'm.s: to fizlh_m

sight of God | than murrhm‘ru.‘:
Pharisies will push & person

the eldest |son remains pl :uapma"

However, the main sirees is |God
nature | of man lil' h-* returns | to
jien. Before this pdrnhlc| iwu n
=11

the same thuml

reffoices when itl is found
friends/and neighbours.

Over ofle sinner | whao
with her foiends aad
i1 inanimage

.1rril-\ N
T TEER 8 e T S

into |the “Llll.qi."i

Ont; is (that| of t:
no faculty [to n,uuu! out [things by itsel
There §s raic
Ifa hwnan shepherd rejpices|
sheep, [how much more God the Shepherd of alll mankind rej:
| we

thing, |yet she rejoides.

hh wealth on **brather 7 wiich
false.. aegusitjon
of | his| progli-
man ia the
people who il 2he
What happ ns | 1o
like 1 all ‘modern novels
[s lope can defeat|all the ;vil
Hlm in spite of all his retlel.
ura pahhlcs are| placed tof heigh-
e lpst sheep which has
However, the shepherd
‘ili‘lst L‘!j.r th

.u,rpt_E in |spite

religious

shepher|' ™3
aver a iisg

find the womun réjoic '1,
ost| coiy which is only
How |much mare will God

N -l |

e
:I:;H:‘Jlk l:]:r:,-.w‘h JI;‘E‘;% land mergymaking, | but Jghlbui_.{:‘;i[ k\:'}‘: rc!aice U\'ar! one -rnnnur_.\\i.:u returng or repents. But in the stary.
blacs g 6 s I‘:‘l'L et "1_ dislavé to find |our all what wags tuhing ?I e I‘m“”b" Ry b God “-"'””'—'1'!1 on| him lh°§ SRS Wiyn
il Ll e i:,“ \.rr ] t)uSL. He refuses'{to enter the {housk: fe e Wus wuii'- .||n.1 anil r.!'l.l_kr:.\ a4 grept tedast like :i;ll human| bn:mg.cl
learihine beivd) w;nimcs. the |self | righteous| lot who refibed to do Iwhvn they recoyer .”m‘” lost possegsiang ,—_Nn,jg?us_ Because mii’
Pl lﬂlu; s Hers who had (broken'the law, Jesus lsayslGadl the |poss¢ssion f‘t .(u':d he is myde in Gad's image, both male
3 tiy) but not bis sins, .m:i mmln i Genesis | 1 27). This cliaprgr 15 /in the Lucan Gospel
Chdt 1s huw GOl roibi : e sl Professor IL--‘.'ssl-.-inlllu,” firgt Principal of Urlited | Theologicul
But this leldest son Cdifbs qu1 ces| aver '1 sthaer wha tepents,| I(L:-qu;_ﬂ, B;:T]g.,'_amru, iy -““'El‘-'“.'l'l.i to| know why Jesus came| to the
the. It by R i e ‘\:r.,?m. [.:I:I%.mu: PUTL inf the rejoicing .\vurig even (if all other Guspals' #nd the wholsl New Testamen,
i found,| fie fwas li.-.;u:'l'nI.:\)‘lf-l[]n.jr-..;.‘tllﬁ ;:]n\: jon was: llosy,| by 15 |108t| to the worlds |
ki y = ok | whive Co i 2 F | i
o S I A% i i me In e s, .P' 1.
Registered  ab a1, News  ps T S v : ' ' . . .
south India ‘41 1he ;\lmn:..li lET _"I tite (I_p .1»\. O.| 8ri |Lanka. News Prlinted fod the Jafina Diagcese|of * the Church of
| : , i) | eylan Mission Press, 182, st fCrods Stieetul| Jaftha 4o Eiiday] the| 18tk ot Ausust 1905] e
!-I'Unhbne{' o | Mri G Nadiraju, Diocesin olfice;  Vaddukoddaj ' b Mg /o b
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