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The question that is foremost in the minds of any
Sri Lankan Sinhala. Tamil. Muslim or Burgher is
“Where are we going ™. what is our future? We are
at the most eritical cross roads in the history of our
Nation. We. as a Nation of easy going people will
not respond unitedly against every form of burden
and suffering that is heaped upon the masses
repeatedly by successive corrupt politicians, The
people deserve the government they elect.

Sri Lanka known to the world as Ceylon gained
herindependence 59 years ago without shedding a
drop of blood. What have we achieved after our
freedom? Our country at that period of time was
hailed as a model by other countries in all respects.
Somuch so that Mr. Lee Kwan Yew of Singapore
came over Lo gain first hand knowledge to mould
s Liftloip atin ! nded tn
such low levels in every respect that has contributed
to the decline in standards to the level of poor and
chaotic countries of Affica. The irony is that no one
appears to be concerned but continue to live with a
care free sense of splendid isolation without taking
any remedial action by constructive contribution.
The primary cause that has contributed to our sad
plight and which continues to contribute to the
decline to the present critical state of affairs is the
ethniccrisis.
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The Sinhala majority appears to be under an illusion
that the entire country belongs only to them and all
others are lesser mortals. The tragedy is that the
educated Sinhalese as well as members of the
followers of the compassionate Buddha, the
Buddhist elergy who are at the vanguard of such
ruinous policy. They preach the sermon of hatred,
bigotry and rouse the emotions of impassioned
hatred against all other citizens of the country. The
country has been bled by a senseless sanguinary
war of attrition inflicting lacerated wounds of war
against innocent civilians by the State for over two
decades. The international community hasrealized
and tried to bring about peaceful reconciliation and
settlement but suceessive leaders have spurned such
offers and have taken delayed action to prolong the
agony. In other countries where there have been
similar situations where the population comprise of
different ethnic components that are distinetly varied
inregard to language, religion, culture and social
background. The government of such countries have
resorted to and adopted a system of federal
constitutional government in order to preserve the
unity, termitorial integrity and sovereignty which acts
as the bulwark against separation. In this regard, let
me quote the views expressed by Professor Dicey
Political scientists and an expert on constitutional
affairs Quote “Unitarism is the hahitual exercise of
power withasingle central authority. Federalism is
a political contrivance intended to reconcile national
unity with the maintenance of state rights™, It is clear
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beyond any reasonable doubt that federalism will
not destroy unity in diversity in a country which is
multi racial, mult lingual, mult religious ana muii
cultural. : P

It is a tragedy of unprecedented enormity that a
country like ours which counts and boasts of the
highest literacy rate in the region ignoring the lessons
of history of countries that have prospered by
tollowing the progressive path of building a united
country.

The historical reality thatis glaringly evident from
the past Lo the present can be clearly seen in Irag.
The supreme world power cannot subdue by its
superiorarms and armies has failed in their mission,
Our leaders should realize and learn that war can
never win against a determined and intelligent
people. It must be realized that above all God
Almighty is always is the shield and strength to the
oppressed.

Guest Editorial
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| Note for the Readers: |f

{ 1. [twas brought to our notice that thereisa |}
journal called “Peoples’ Star” sent to the
readers of Morning Star, which carries

news irrelevant and untrue, The Jaffna
Diocese has nothing to do with the
unregistered paper “The Peoples’Star™. |

2. There seem to be a confusion regarding
the unconstitutional (CSI) body called
“Emergency Administrative Committee™,
The Diocesan Administrative Commitiee
15 the only legally constituted body of the
CSI Synod to carry out the internal |}
administration of the Diocese headed by |
the Bishop. | J

Have patience and endure; this unhappiness will one day be
heneficial, - Ovid

Ciod is the perfect poet, who in his person acts his

ffna Diocese of the Church of South Inida

Colomob-06,
Sri Lanka.
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ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
APPOINTED

The Moderator of the Church of South India
Synod the Most Rev. Dr B.P, Sugandhar has
appointed the following as members of the
Administrative Committee for the Jaffna Diocese of
the Church of South India as per mandate given to
him by the Executive Committee of the CSI Synod
which met in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on the 24
and 25" of August 2006. This is in accordance with
Chapter 1X, Rule 15 on page 80 of the CSI
Constitution. This Commitice will helpin the proper
administration bf the Jaffna Diocese due to the inability
of the Dincesan Council and Executive Committee te
function. ;

OFFICERS:
TheRt. Rev. Dr Daniel S. Thiagarajah  (Bishop)

Mr. Noel A. Vimalendran (Secretary)
Mr. Annappa Jeyarajan (Treasurer)
OTHER MEMBERS:

Rev. S.C. Amnold

Rev. A. Jeyakumaran

Rev. PR. Navendranugoolan
Rev. I Rajkumar

Rev. Benjamin Jeyarajah
Rev. I. Thevaarudselvam
Rev. T.H. Vasanthakumar
Rev. T.S. Joshua

Rev. Antany Sawernimuthu
Mr. C.D. Chinnakone

Mr. N. Victor Jeyakumar
Mr. Joe Inparaj Rajasountharam
Mr. A.C. Francis

Mr. 5. Nagiah

Mr. A. Arul Joseph

Mr. Lindon Thevarajah
Mr. Nihal S. Sinnathamby
Mr. K. Nadarasalingam
Dr, V.R. David

Dr. Preman Jeyaratnam

Dr Mrs, Thaya Thiagarajah
Mrs. 8.V, Mills

Mirs. E.V. Rajaratnam
Mrs. 1. Thavanayagam

This Committee shall remain in force only until the
next meeting of the Synod.

own ereations. - Robert Browning,

Recollect for your encouragement the reward that awaits

- Robert Hall

the faithful minister
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EPOCH MAKING INDEED

The last meetiog of the Ameri-

can OCeylon Miseion held Iast
Monday marks the end of one
opoch  and - the Dbeginning of

" auother in its ome hundred and
thirt* one - years history. The
decision of the AMission to merge
itself with the formor Jallua
Counpeil of the South India Unit-
ol Church into one Juffna Dio-
cesan Council can bo regarded
us epoch making as the inaugu-

ration of the new Clurch of
South India, though this event
is  of parochial interest only,

As our readers know, sovoral at-
tempts at devolution of the work
of lbo Alission on Lo the pa.
tionals, and at Lrivgiug togetlher
ils various justitutions into owoo
central Oburch contric  organi-
We
Lueppy decasion, the causes that
led to the [failure of these at-

tempts, However, it must be
suid Lo the credit of the Aweri-

can Doard that it was never
roapousible for those [failures,
The DBoard bLas wlways  boen

understandivg of, and sympathetic
willi, the aspiratious ‘of the ‘na-
Lionials 10 y the leadersbip in
runuiug  thdad  institutions, 'Lhe
Board alsgighas bLad profonnd
respoct fore’ ike talented loader-
alip available in this field. Wle
Deputations from Auweriea thut®
visited Jaftoa from time to tiwe
also bLolped the DBoard in its
ussessiaeut of+ looul couditious,
resonrces, and needs, To these
vaticus Deputlations and the
American Board, we offer our
tribute and express our appreci-
ation for the genuins iunter:st
thay took in, and for the impetus
they always gave to, our de-
mands for devolution,

. We would, in this connection,
like to make particular mentiou
of the contribution made by two

men  towards speeding up the
present coosummation, The two
vieite of Dr, Goodsell, in 1935

and in 1U88, acted os  great in-

centives to local efforts, The
ongmn[ recommendation  about
devolution was mude by, the

Deputation of 192G coneisting  of

Dr, Sirong and Dr, Potter., On
their recommendations, saveral
schemes wers Preparcd, and

finally the Central Board S
was edopled and sel?u Penn

3 : 1 in moti

in 1933, But it aoon crax?ht:]u
and with this failure the apirir,.
of most devolution Promotura

drooped, However, tla feeling was
growing Bl.mng?r duily  that al|
; 8 made Chorety—
centrio. It was at this time that
the visit of Dr, Goodasell gave
the necessary wsupport and Bl
coursgement to our leaders, 'LlLe
uneqaivocal ewplusis
on the Church as
centre  of all Chlristidn  work
found & ready echo in lilll.m
hearts of tle dJalfua Council, for
it was just this that the Coun.

for, Tho other

cil itself longed
; Basau Lis own giluut,

the on-goiug

Peraon who

but strong, way contributed very |

much indecd towards the fulfil-
ment of the long cherishicd drowm
of the’ Jalfoa Church is L pily
with us at this moment, L'la
Lev, B, K. Buuker, the/lust Chuir-
man of the Mission, came
Jaoilfua a2t about the
when this movement

momautiin,
hearisdly

to
rvame tiwe
gabthering

he threw bLis weight

oujthe side, of tho Ohureh, Lo |
dey he Tejoiees with us, In Lig
g nddregs - p Mission "

A A A" A" %4V,

Le placed s

I American

Ltendily Bans whole. |

enthudiaatic assasai '.'.-'J'I';:,II: . only
shows the strength:.®ofwrhis con-
viotion that for the ‘saké /of the
greater glory apd usefdipess of
the Charch and for the s more
efficient economising wnd lar-
nessing of the resources of men
and money, such a copsumiajion
ns will he brought into beiog
tomorrow with the first meetiog
of the Jaffoa Diocesan Counoeil
was absolutely essential, Without
his active lLealp wnd co-operation,
the efforts of the Rev. K., P.
Welch and the Rev, (then) B.
Kulandrun would neot have suc-
coadad,

The address of Mr. Bunker,
which appears elsewhere in this
issue, is a correct ansseasment of
what the mission’ bhas done. to
Julfoa and is abt the esame time
a well deserviog tribute to all
the missionaries who have toiled
to make the life of ovr peopls
vichor, fullor, and nobler, than it

would bave been. without their
coulribution. All except those
purposely  Dblind to, trath and
crnzy fanatice would join in
payivg a  just  tribute: to the
oxvellent record of the ser-

vice of the Americau wissionarios,
I'he couutry canoot be sulfici-
ently gruteful for the free aud
gouerous flow of men and wowmen
from America, While we expross
to the American Board our graki-
tude forits help.in the pust, we
would like- to assure our readers
that the present arraugewment dGoes
not mean an automatic stop of
persounel or other resources [rown
there, The preseut arraugement
ouly means that the Amerisan
Ceylon Mission does not pow
exisk ma a separate euntity, 'The
Jaffna field will continue to enjuy
whatever help the American
Board cun give it, Missionarios
will  coniiuus to. come; buk,
in the words of the rcport ot
the last year's American Deput-
ation, thoy will come with “a
clear understanding of all Lhe imn-
plicatious of modern ‘develulion’
aod s cordial willingoesa in theory
and pracktice to work ou the
basis thereof,”

We would like to draw the
particnlar attention of our commu-
unity to the concluding portiou
of Mr, Bunker's address, Two
weeks back in  thess columns
we pleaded with the new Church
orgagization, the Dliocesanwfoun-
cil,”not to do apything which
might impair the efficiency of
the mission institutions of today,

In thig address, Mr. Bunker.
strikes another warning. l'here
i8 always the danger of the

Church’s concentrating its entire
sltention on our Christian peo-
ple aud on its life,
words of Mr. Bunker; “Let uas
equally never lose might df the
Mission's goal of reaching out
to every man in need, regard-
less of his religion, wilh every
gift that Christ has in His rich
store, Our present step will
prove iteelf only by the ineas-
ure of the bresdith and depth
of our wituess to the compre.
hensive Gospel of Obrigt,”

The editorial and the text |
of an address delivered by
the Wev. SR, Bunker,
the President of the
Ceplon
fligsion, at its verp last
meeting held on MHondap,
the 20" of @Ortober 1947
18 published here.

Io the '

- yenis

- our their wives

"However [fantastio

Bunker, the FPresident of the

very last meeting held on Monday,

We have come to the last ifew
minutes of the American CUeylon
Misgion ns a still living en'ity,
The ghost of its incorpornsion
will linger on, bfi the last iew
minutes of its real life are fast
rupning out, Though ome of its
more enthusiasstic assassins, I

must zoonfess that this thouglt
gives me pause and makes me
atop to reHeot m little, TFor es

one thinks of the Mission and
what ‘it has stood for bere io
Ceylon for 131 years, ope can
speak of it only with respect,
and one may speak of it with
pride. I am not going to tax
you with a review of its history,
—while that would be in order,
the time is petling late, Ewven
if thero were time, I fear I do
not command the kvowledge re-
guired. But one or two thiogs
we owe it to the Mission to re-
meimber on this goouinely solemn
occasion. We should reeal]l, with
the bonour and the gratitude
doe, the faith and the ecourage
which brooght tliose firat men
and women here. ''hey were in
the voopgnard of ope of the mosat
memorable religions movements
that not only Christianity Las
seen, bul that any religion has
ﬂruduced. Professor Latourette
as led us to see, in his monu-

wental work on the Expausion

of Obristianity, that the mission-

ary movement of the last 150
is  uwsparaileied in world
bistor¥, and the founders of our
Mission were awmong the first of
this npew kind of soldiery. I
lionour those men who came,
Jeaving Lioime, never expacting to
seoe it awain, moved by a purely
apiritual compulsion, Dut I hon-
end  those firsg
single women even more, Alter
all, men had been doing this
kind of thing througlout the
history of the race, so fa: as
we can see, DBub it was = new
thing for the women uad bow

compelling must have obeen the
oall that set them oo the way, °
taking them from their own

families nnd leading them to a
land which the fashion of the
times wundoubtedly pictured as
lost in darkness and degradation,
that picture
may geem to us, it was real to
them when they made nud actad
upon their decision, and only
a passion for souls—a passion which
puta all too many of their sue-
cessors to shame—conld lave
moved them to this step,

All honour to them, and hononr,
too, to what they did, or to
what God did through them, as
they would bo the first to insisi,

It was they through whowm the
Church was started and (bus
this daoy prepared, 1f their suc-

cesgors were too reluctane to re-
cognize and give exprossion to
the implications in that past,
let us not Le basly iu this fiual
summing up, in our judgnent
upon them, After all, we stand
on their shouldera and prespec-
tive comea wvasier to us, Lel us
also remember our own ditficul.
tiea in merging end giving ex-
pression to far more important

implications of the Gospel we
proclaim oven than this,
*Lot us think rather, then, of

what they did, When the aver-
age Jaffun mon thinks of the
work of the American Mission,
1 suppose he thinks first ol
thaoir schools--perhaps firat of the
Tamil kk:huof in  hia. village,
then of Uduyil or Tellippalai,
or Juffua College or ane of its
affiliated Schools. Just what this
meant for Jaffua is- hard to
onlonlate, When one thinks of
what employment in Malsyas and
Tng besidea the othar parta of

American Ceylon Mission, at

‘ticisad, for this

ifs |
the 20tk instanl.) LT

- ,
Ceylon has meant in Jaffno, and
what the peninsula would be
without it, one gets some med-
sure of what this sffort of the
Misgion lLas contiributed to the
life of the people,

Next, the average Jalfna man

i
THE AMERICAN CEYLON-MISSION |

[ This is the text of an address delivered by thesFRev. S. K.|

probably thinks of the hospitals, |

aod perhaps many would thiok
firat of this, Here ihe Chriatian
spirit met the physical needs of
sick and ailing men. ITow many
there are over the gensrations
to raise up and ocall our for
bears blessed] Herec was a place
that cared, in bLoth senses, of the
word, for those that came to ik
In spite of the Goveromeut medi-

cal mervices, with all the re.
sources of the Btate behicd it
men still choose to come and

pay for what they get in order
to snable thia kind of servics
to be rouderod,

Then, there Lhas been the work
of the DIress, the shapiog of
public opinion through books
and pamphlets and the pages of
the Morning Btar. A kindred
sorvice was rendefed - at Jaffos
College and its predecessor in
the development of Tamil prosa
as an ipstrument of modern
thought and disoussion, Through
these agencies, as well as tilm“flh'
preaching and  living in thed
Christinn Church and communil ;‘i
tha moral tona eapecially of pllg-
lie life in Jaffua has over tho
yoars been raised. Moreover,
there ean be po guestion thak
the preseutation of Jesus Christ
and His teaching in Church and
scliool and hospital and through
the printed page has revivilied
Hiudu rslivion itself by giviog
men # touchstone by whick to
test tue wvather iudiscrimicate in-
sights of licduism,

Here is a record to be proud
of indeed, The calling of it
mind can leave us with small
sensn of complacenoy as we think~
of what wo have done and are.
doing., Dut I have not yet men.®
tioned their central contributiong
tha f[ouoding of the Chareh,-
It is here that we are most ori.
which was and?

is the erucial part of the Chris. |

tian enterprise, withoat which: |
there can be no continuing Chris.
tian life and work, was nbt.

always valued saod nurtored as,
it should be, Yet God has tar.
ned even their failings to

account by .using the Mission's
neglect to prepare a Chu
sulficiently indigonised to taks

1oepectable leadership today, The
stone -which, thouglh not rejeated,
was neglected, has now becoms
the Hoeud of the Corner,

And now wo turn over our
reapousibilities to, this Church,
but let us remomeber that we,

nre not froad from our responwis
bilities, for now we must psanme
them in aunotber guise, For whai
is this Clhurch bat ourselves and
otbers like na who work now from
noother persjwotive, a true pers-
pective wa believe, bLut it is the
same work, and we have the
same Lord and the game Ged,

As we etop forward into this new:
day, lat ua never again be guilty
of uot lDOkIBR‘ sulficiently to tha'

needs of our Christian people and; |

the life of the Qlurch, bnot lst
us equally never lose sight of
the Mission's goal of reaching
out to every mun in mneed, :-Ii
gardleas of his religion, willy
every gift that Ohrist has in Hig
rioch atore, Our present stepy
will | prove itself only by,

measure of the  breadth
depth — of our witneas to
vomprehensive CGospel of Ohn,!&,g

et
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The liberals can understand everything but pe UI le whe o

Christianity is a battle, not a dream

Wendell Phillip understand them. - Lenn
Lid NTLES

You can preach a better senmon with your life than with

fon't
- Oliver Goldsmith

your lips.
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Award for the Research E
f

The Rt. Rev. Dr. 8. Jebanesan has been awarded the
best research award for the year 2004 by the Jaffna |
Literary Academy. His book entitled “Palaiyathum
Puthiyathum” (The New and the Old) has been chosen
to be the book for the best research award by the
University of Jaffna. The social history of Jaffna is
reflected in almost eighteen chaplers in this book.
“Morning Star”’ expresses ifs heartiest congratulations
on this important achievement,

Protessmnal Trauma Cuunsellnr

Mrs. Thayalini Thiagarajah, wife of the
New Bishop the Rt. Rev. Dr. Daniel Thiagarajah
has obtained the Degree of Doctorate in
Ministry (D.Min.) of the Senate of Serampore
College in Trauma Counseling. Her dissertation
was titled “Healing Ministry to the Traumatized
Women Survivors of the Tsunami Disaster in
the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka.”” She has
been already working as a Consultant in Trauma
Counselling with the Non-Governmental
Organization IWTHI (International War
Related Trauma Humanitarian Intervention
Trust) for the last two years and has been also

: to criticism,

Do It Anyway

{l People are sometimes proud, self-centred
! and unreasonable ki

But Love them anyway
When you try to do good, you are accused of selfish |
or ulterior motives

But Do Good anyway. !
If you have success all along life’s way. ’
you win false friends and true enemies. .

But continue to Succeed anyway. =
Honesty and open-mindedness subject you |

But Be Honest and Open-minded anyway.
People with the biggest ideas can be shot down "
by the smallest people with smallest minds.

But Do Big Things anyway. |
Some help the opprcsscd only for fame |
or a name but like to follow the Victors.

But you Fight for the oppressed anyway.
What you toiled to build for years
can be destroyed overnight.
Don’t be disheartened.

But continue to build anyway.
Friends whom you have helped in dire straits
turn against you causing heartache and pain.

But reconcile with them

or forgive them anyway. !

Do your best anyway.
And God will bless you all the way.

Suganthy Virasinghe

serving as a Visiting Lecturer at the South
Eastern University at Oluvil, Amparai. She
obtained her Bachelors Degrees in Zoology,
and Divinity from Madras University and
Serampore College respectively. She had her
Diplomain Christian Education and Counselling
in the USA with a cumulative average of 3,0
on a4.0 scale (magna cum laude). Later at the
Jaffna University under the guidance of Prof,
| AJV.Chandrakanthan she did her Masters in
E Philosophy in Feminist Theology. It is
i appropriate to mention that Professor Daya
|

-

Somasundaram has been the mentor for her
Doctoral studies,

She is also a freelance writer, and a
poetess. She has published books and has
contributed to various Journals and
Newspapers relating to her fields of study and
research. She also sees clients of Trauma and
PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder).
“Morning Star”
to those in need.

wishes her well in her service
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SERAMPORE CONVOCATION

This year’s convocation of the Senate of
Serampore College will be held in Shillong, North East
India on the 9" of February 2007. The Rt. Rev. Dr
S. Jebanesan, Bishop Emeritus and Principal of CTS,
Chunnakan is attending it on behalf of CTS.
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Obedience is the key (o every door,

Cieorge MacDoapald,
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OBITUARIES

CHELLIAH - MRS G.S. SELVAMALAR -
Retired English Teacher, Kopay Christian College.
Beloved wife of late Mr. Chelliah (Principal, Kopay
Christian College), beloved mother of Tate Mr. C.E.
Anandarajan (Principal of St. John's College.
Jaffna), Christable, Mahilmalar, Karunarajan.
Ranjithamalar, Roy. Mano, Lala, Shantho & Ranjo,
mother-in-law of Padma, Samuel, Rajan
Kadirgamar. late Minon, Arulchelvam. Kanina. Rev.
Bobby Mather, Edwin Fitch and Mathitharan,
expired on 26.01.07 at ‘Thanga Vasam’. Kopay
North. Funeral Service was held on Sunday, 28th
January 2007 at 3 p.m. at the residence which was
followed by the burial at Kopay Anglican Section
Cemetery. “Morning Star” expresses its
condolences to the bereaved family.

A.Y.S. GNANAM

Mr. A.Y.S. Gnanam, Chairman of the Express
News Papers Ceylon Ltd, and a well known
industrialist passed away on Tuesday the 2* of
January, 2007 at Mount Elizabeth Hospital in
Singapore. He was eighty four years old at the
time of his death. He had been the main business
person at St. Antony s Hardware Stores which has
been the sole agent and distributors of many
electronic and hardware items.

Mr. Gnanam had been awarded the title Desamanya
by the Government of Sri Lanka. He was a devout
Christian and an active member of Lockgate
Anglican Church. Those who have been
accustomed to see a person who never failed to
tuke exercise along Marine Drive, Wellawatte will
miss hlm MJV h:s pu.(.mm soul rest in peace.
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I laqhbacks

JCovenant was an important aspect of Congregationalism.
All those who were admitted to the Congregational

.
.

Church had to accept it, The following in the text of the *

vovenant;

e ke covenant with God and with each other. We
ke covenant to bind ourselves in the presence of {;.!:1
v n ity e nn.fm.rlr to Mis teacfungs wiftich Me
fredt mery re vetled o s Himu.,'h fits ,‘rm’q aond.
The Covenint of the Congregational Church

during ‘the mission: ary era.

:(-f,‘JrJgara‘J.n’;_ ts for THELY enie rtians whre accustormicd
ssert the cliimes of the ftellect in relgpion more same. -:g,r
bl other svange (ieal chirches.

Church Historian R. W. Dale
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A political eareer brings out the basest qt
nature,
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