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“Time for us to place the yoke on our shoulders”

Bishop Thiagarajah on his team’s visit
Vavuniya and Cheddikulam
report from the secretary of the JOCSI I. Rajkumar in Jaffna

_ “To give people purpose, and for their lives to
make a difference”
Bishop Daniel S.Thiagarajah

Here | am Lord, Is it 1 Lord?

I have heard you calling in the night.
1 will go Lord, if you lead me.

| will hold your people in my heart.

Hymn composed by Dan Schutte in 1981 its
words are based Isaiah 6:8 and 1 samuel 3

Many German cities and townships were
devastated extensively during World War Il and
civilians everywhere were severely affected, many
lived under appalling conditions in under-ground
shelters, thousands perished and the
war left the country and the people
reeling. All these just seven decades
ago commented the head of the Jaffna
Diocese of the Church of South India,
the Rt Rev Dr Daniel S. Thiagarajah
during his recent visit to Vavuniya and
Cheddikulam along with a team from

Referring to how Germany recovered almost
like a miracle within a short period oftime, Bishop
Thiagarajah observed that the Wanni could become
arole model example in development not just for Sri
Lanka alone but to the entire developing countries.

Bishop Thiagarajah said: “The Wanni isatich
agricultural region, a virtual rice bowl of the nation
with immense dairy and other farm development
potential. Further more the coastline both on the west
and east are rich in ocean resources and they need
to be developed with permanent wadi structures,
fishing boats maintenance facilities and even
opportunitics to train fisherman including preservation
techniques. in fact all these need to be modernized
and now is the time to begin work with such

- The hishop further said that each township in
the Wanni must be so organized that there will development units with satellite villages and agricultural
development should be totally farm and home integrated with field and home activities involving the
cultivation of rice, small grains in the fields, fruits in well planned orchards. vegetable gardens, dairy
cattle. goats and poultry with some of these activities as backyard efforts. This will also enable to set up
compost pits and biogas digesters in each home and make all productive ventures environmentally
friendly.

Bishop Thiagarajah also referred to
how South Korea developed in the rural
regions after the devastation caused by the
Korean War. The South Koreans gave
immense prominence to rural development
backed by Credit Unions that were run by
the people themselves. “This.” he said,
“would be ideal for the Wanni region and
from there spread over the whole country™.

“Our development must be fully
focused on the rural
areas and make our
people feel proud of
themselves as capable
of being. not only
independent but also
they have the ability to produce {heir basic needs. Any kind of industrial activity must be
based on the potential to provide for the agricultural needs and also certainly, using agricultural
products as the raw material too,” Bishop Thiagarajah observed.

his Church.

L By I. Rajkumar, Secretary JDCST )

He was accompanied by his wife Dr Thaya
Thiagarajah a trauma counselor and the Reverends
Srilal, Chelvan, Pathmathayalan and Thevaharan and
Ms Amutha and Mr Dharmalingam to have an on the
spot assessment of the situation and to see how best
the JDCSI can help with the efforts that are being
made for rehabilitation of the displaced, assist with
health programmes but even more, the redevelopment
of the Wanni.

As an example, he said, there could be a central hatchery that could supply day‘olld
chicks for farmers on the basis the Magnolia Corporation did for rural families in the Philippines. In this
scheme, families participate with the corporation to produce poultry meat in healthy circumstances as the
open yards and not in batteries. “When a new sel of chicks are delivered, the older ones are collected and
for these service the families are paid also adequate feed are supplied too™,

“This is the time, “Bishop Thiagarajah said, *'the government should build model villages in Esth away
that every community in the Wanni will be inter-dependently linked in a major development actl\-'!ly that is
not only economically active but also educationally appropriate not just the formal type. socially ar{d
culturally enriching and spiritually holding the highest values of the faiths with which our country 1S
blessed.
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Our land may have been devastated, our farms,
homes, temples, churches, mosques and schools,
all dear to us may have been destroyed but we
will move forward to the realms of hope and build
anew in steadfast faith.

we will tend the sick, comfort the hurt, console
those who have lost their dear ones and provide
for the needy for we are all one family whoever,
whatever and wherever we are.

Bishop’s visit to the
second Sinhala
Parish to Panadura.

It was on the 21% of June, the Bishop of
JDCSI Rt. Rev. Dr. Daniel Thiagarajah made his first
visit to the 2™ Sinhala Parish of JDCSI, the Church
of Christ the King, in Panadura, The Bishop was
received by the congregation in a traditional way.
Around sixty members were present for the day’s

service which was also a special Holy Eucharist
Worship.

Bishop's sermon. based on Romans 12:1-2,
moved the congregation to rededicate them for the
-cause of God’s Reign. They were called to join the
ministerial team of JIDCSI without any bias of caste,
class, race or language,

The Congregation, moved by the Spirit of the
Lord, expressed their happiness to join such a
denomination that serves the people of God without
any prejudice. The first Sinhala edition of the Book
of Prayer of the Church of South India, translated for
the first time into Sinhala by the Rey, Srilal
Karunaratne, the Priest of the Church, was officially
released for use by the Bishop.

The clergy and the laity will work together with
intense dedication, endless devotion and total
commitment and Wanni will flourish once again.

A Visitinside an IDP tent

Our children are precious to us. Every one of them
is special. We will be their guardians and guide
them along the paths of peace and progress.

The members were overjoyed to receive the
blessing of the bishop one by one soon after the
worship. Fellowship tea and lunch arranged after the
service gave an appartunity for the people to get well
acquainted with the Bishop. It was truly an experience
of the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Rev. Srilal Karunaratne was among the
members of JDCSI that visited the IDP Camps in
Vavuniya and Cheddikulam recently. We are happy
that he is whole heartedly involved in the diocesan
effort to create a Nation consisting of mutual respect
for one’s own identity, culture, language and tradition
which will result in the recognition of pluriformity of
the country that is unique for Asia.

¥

Praying in Hospital

when God guides us and in Him we place our trust
and follow his directions, we have nothing to fear
or be concerned.

Bishop Thiagarajah concluded: “The field is rich
in potential and the challenge we face promises
(o be guite pleasing and exciting. This is time for
us to place the yoke on our shoulders.”

Opening of Children’s Park at
Harriet Winslow Girls’ Home

A children’s park with all the play equipments
like swings spiral slide, climbing apparatus, etc was
constructed in the beautiful garden at the JD..CSI
Harriet Winslow Girls” Home at Pandatteruppu. The
girls of the home led the visitors in a band procession
from the junction. The park was opened by the Bishop.
Rt. Rev. Dr. Daniel Thiagarajah. The function was
presided over by the manageress of the home Gladys
Muthurajah. The guest of honour, the principal of the
Pandateruppu Girls® College gave a speech
encouraging the children and appreciating the efforts
taken by the Jaffna Diocese to meet the needs of the children

e 3 i =

A statue of the image of Karl Baumann, the
founder of the KNH organization from Germany which
supports the home cast in bronz was unveiled by the
bishop. Though the KNH organization works in many
countries, this is the first
event of a statue erected g,
in honour of Karl ¥
Baumann, T4 b ag
Soeon after the ‘
function the exhibition
and certificate awarding =™
ceremony of the Vocational Training Centre for the girls
followed.

The exhibits were garments, handierafts, food
items, etc. The vote of thanks was delivered by Mr.
A. C. Frances, the manager of the JDCSI Children’s
Homes. The tunction ended with a fellowship lunch te
all those who attended the events.
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BISHOP BEING WELCOMED
CHILDREN'S HOME IN
NUWERE ELIYA

Ministry among the people of the hill country
especially among the children was started on the 1 on
of April 1999. The home for the Girls was named
after late Bishop Ambalavanar. The home for the boys.
Prinz Boys’ Home was started later with the help of
Mr. Udo Prinz from Germany. The 10" year
anniversary was celebrated on the 2™ of May. A
service of Thanksgiving was celebrated in the church.
Bishop Daniel Thiagarajah conducted the service
assisted by the pastor Rev. Antony Sawarimuthu.
Special songs and prayers were led by the children.
Eight children got confirmed as full members of the
church. Nine workers including pastors of the Jaffna
Diocese of the Church of South India who minister in
the hill country along with the priests from Anglican,
Lutheran, Methodist and Simirna churches also joined
in the worship service.

A public meeting was inaugurated with the
lighting of the traditional oil lamp by the special guests
following the worship service conducted by Mrs.
Jeyaranee Antony. The Bishop, the principals of the
schools where the children study, the teachers, the
teachers of the Day Care centres run by the Diocese,
the Police woman in charge of the area and many
other dignitaries of the town were honoured, The
principal Mrs. Arokiam of the Good Rest convent, in
herspeech pointed out that their band team and netball
team depend mainly on the children from this home.
In the history of the school, the first child to enter the
University was from this home she said. The other

guests of hanour pave greetings encouraged the
children. and appreciated Rev & Mrs Antony’s untiring
ministry among the children.

Prizes were given to the children who
performed well in handicraft, dance, art, essay
competition, singing ete. It is remarkable that o ght '
girls got good results in the GCE/OL examination and
qualified to continue in the Advanced Level, Bishop
as a kind gesture, and to encourage the children
promised to give Rs. 1000/~ to the children o fgrade
five of these two schools. The funetion came in an
end with a fellowship lunch to all those who attended.

Lay Training and
Evangelism Centre in

the Hill Country

A training centre for the Evangelists was
declared open by the Bishop on Easter Sunday on
the land acquired by the Diocese. The big bungalow
is also to be used as the Head Quarters of the Hill
Country of the Jaffna Diocese. It was a glorious
occasion where members from the 18 churches in
the Hill country participated. The people went on a
long procession, singing praise songs up the hill to the
bungalow.
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Nine members were confirmed on that day
followed by the communion serviee condueted by the
Bishop and assisted by Rev. Joseph Thiagarajah and
Rev. Antony Sawarimuthu, who serve as the area
ministers of Hatton district and Nuwera Eliya district
respectively.

Plans are underway to start Day Care Centre,

Vocational Training Centre and Free Education
Classes. The function came to an end with a fellowship
lunch in which all those who came participated.

Confirmation‘
Services -

Confirmation services were held in Wattala
CSI Church and Colombo CSI Church on 31*of
May and 07" of June respectively. Rev.
Pradeepkumar is the pastor in charge of Wattala
church is also involved in music ministry.

Following the confirmation services, Holy Communion
services were conducted, which was followed by the
fellowship breakfast in both churches.
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