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Message from the His Excellency the President

| am pleased to send this message to the 30" anniversary
celebration of the Department of Hindu Religious and Cultural
Affairs, which is under the Ministry of Hindu Affairs.

The decision to hold a conference on Arumuga Navalar,
who was described as the Champion Reformer of the Hindus
by Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan is most appropriate as it
would help recall the great revival of Hinduism, which had
suffered under colonial rule in the Maritime Provinces.

The dedication of Arumuga Navalar for the defence of Saivism is
northworthy. He was eminently successful in his efforts. Modern
Saivism in its present form had its regeneration under Arumuga
Navalar. | commend his service performed for the modernization
of the Tamil language through an immense contribution to the
Tamil Renaissance in the 19" century.
| deeply appreciate the work done by the Department
of Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs during the past 30
years. It has made a remarkable contribution to Hinduism
and Hindu education.

| congratulate the Department of Hindu Religious and
Cultural Affairs for organizing this event in honor of Arumuga
Navalar, one of the greatest sons of Sri Lanka.

I wish the 30" anniversary celebration every success!
Maithripala Sirisena

November 08, 2016
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Message from the Hon. Prime Minister

| am highly delighted to hear that the Department of Hindu
Religious and Cultural Affairs, which is under the Ministry of Hindu
Affairs is celebrating its 30th anniversary in this year and a |
Conference on Arumuga Navalar isa part of the programme. ;

Arumuga Navalar was the greatest Tamil scholar of the 19"
century. He was accorded the highest honours in Tamil Nadu |
because of his achievements. The regeneration of Hinduism in |
Sri Lanka during the 19" century was a result of his work. He has |
left behind a school of followers who have made a remarkable
contribution to studies on Tamil and Saivism until recently. :

| have great pleasure in sending my felicitations to the Department -
of Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs on this occasion. | deeply
appreciate that the Department of Hindu Religious and cultural |
Affairs has made a great contribution to the development of
Hinduism and Hindus. | earnestly wish that their programme of
activities relating to the 30 anniversary will be very successful.

Ranil Wickremesinghe
Prime Minister

10* November 2016
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