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47th Anniversary of the C.S.1.

The Jaffna Diocese celebrated’
the 47 th AnnvierSary oi the
Church of South India ( tradi-
tionally known ‘as  Diocesan
Festival or October Festival)
on the 24th of Sepiémber 1994
at the Cathedral Church, Vad-
dukoddai. The day began with
a Communion Service accor-
ding to the choral liturgy . The ce-
lebrant and preacher was the Rt.
Rev. Dr. 8. Jebinesin. The
Bible lessons were read by Mr.
G. Rajanayagam,
Jaffna College, Mrs. V. Ratna-
thaya of Erlalai North and
Rev. E- 'N. Tawrencz of
Chavakachcher: Parish.

The Bishop based his sermon
on 2 Kings 6:8-17. He said
how Elisha and his servant were
surrounded by the armies of
King Aram and the sarvant
was afraid. But Elisha told
him not to be afraid and prayed

_to, God ““ Lord open his eyes

and let him See >*. The Lord
opened the young man’s eyes
and what he saw was not the
army but ** hills covered with
horses and chariots of fire all
round Elisha**. He went on to
say what God can do for us
even in such situations if only we
had Elisha’s faith and comp-
lete trust in the Lord. The
C.S.1.. a coming together of
various denominations, in the
was looked

face of opposition.

Principal of

and ha#
the rest
World. It

upon as a miracle
been an example to
of the Christian

will have its weaknesses and
faults but faith 'like Elisha’s
will enable the Church to grow
from strength to strength.

Bishop Jebanesan was assi-
sted by the Revds. V. Rajkumar,
Pl R Nuvendranuzoolan,
T. Thevanesan and E.P, Solomon
in celebraiing Holy Communion

The combined orchestra
band ef the Uduvil Giils’
Coliege and Jaffnu College ably
trained and accompanicd by
Mrs. S.V. Jebanesan played
before and at the beginning of
the service.

The highligits of the day
were the debate in the morning
(Patti Mantram) and a drama
lunch. The
on the proposais

competition after
debate was
of the Syned liturgy committse
to bring about the
changss in the present marriage

following

service order,
1. At
the priest should not ask

the congregation to let

namely:

the wedding service

him know if any_
one had any objection
to this marriage about
to be solemnizad

2. The words, “‘until  death

should have
i marriage

do us part™
no place in

ON THIE POLLTICAL

FTRON T

While plans are being made
for the governmeni and the
Tamil Liberation Tigers to come
talks, hopefully

together for
attacks taking
place ' here and there. After

Madam Chandrika Kumgnrann

next wezk, are

tunge became Prime Minister,
there have been no air attacks
and shelling had  gradually
ceased. But Naval attacks almost
daily on innocent - rishermen
have been resulting in deaths
and ingurics. The people o
Jaffna who had at last come
to live without fear of bombing
and shelling were taken aback
on Sunday the 25th Seprember

by the offensive in Vadamarachy
and ' Valikamam East. News is

1o hand that the Armed Forces

had moved 9 KM  through Vala-
lai and Kathiripai towards
Atchuvely well fortified and
and bombers
the air. It is
6 civilians died
were injured
laid low. The
have

with helicopter
attacking from
that
35 people
and 30

reported
about
houses
Armed Forces are said to
lost two oificers and two
soldiers while Tigers have lost
their cadre as they
adyancing

have

lour of
fought against the

army whom they claim to
successfully repelled.
43
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service order.

3. That instead of the father
giving his daughter( bride )
in marriage both parents
of both bride
to give them in

4. Where the woman says
““to obey * should be
deleted. ( Note — The
Jaffna Diocese had al-
ready deleted this some-
time baczk )

The Rev.D.S. Thiagarajah,
Principal of Christian Theo—
logical Seminary, Maruthana—
madam was the Cha irman,Coor—
dinator and Judge The Revds.
'V. Rajkumar and Mrs, A. R.
Thampiyappa led by the Rev A
Jeyakumaran  supported the
proposed changes while the Rev
( continued to page 4 )

and sroom
niarriage.

The Rev Dev. Anandarajan

Masi 1 of Theology

We congratulate the Rev.
G. Dev. Anandarajan of our Dioa
cese on his obtaining the M. Th.
degree of the Serampore Uni-
versity in the Second Class:
Mr. Anandarajan followed a two
years post graduate course at
the United Theological College
Bangalore from 1992 to 1994
in the field of the Old Testa—
ment. He is now on the [ul
Staff of the
Theological Se¢minary, Chunna—

time Christian
kam.

OBITUARY

It is with record
the death of Dr.
Joshua Navaratnam of Celombo
Church, Details of his
will the
issue of the Morning Star.

regret  we
sudden

funeral

appear in following

Y chhard Lipp
B the KNH

We regret M1 record the
death of Bishop “Lipp at his
home in Wurmmburg,' Germany
in June this year.

Bishop Lipp came out to South
India as a Missionary of the

Basel' Mission and in 1947
when the Churches of the
Mission became part of the

Church of South TIndia was
consecrated Bishop of the North
Kerala Diocese.

It was
in the

during his ministry
North Kerala Diocese
that he initiated the programme
of families in Germany Sponso-
ring poor children in  his
Diocesan area. The Project
grew to such an extent that on his
retirement Bishop Lipp floated
the idea of an organization.
The Kindernothilfe (K.N.H.)
was the rtesult. He the
first Chairman of the organi
zation and built it up on a
sound footing. Today KN H
supports children in Homes and
Day Care Centres in many
countries including Sri Lanka

Was

Dr. Subramaniam

Ponnambalam
Dr. Ponnambalam, the well
known and popular general

surgeon, died in Colombo, on
the 16th of September. The
funeral took place on the follo-
wing day. He was 66 years old
He qualified as a doctor in
1958, and worked in
England and obtained the
Fellowship of the Royal College
of  Surgeons of Edinburgh.
He joined the Staff of General
Juffna in 1976, and
to serve there.

later

Hospital,
had continued

(Continued to pige 4)

EXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO

ATCHUVELI

Extensive damages
sed to the J. D. €. 8. 1. Atchu-
vely Church by the direct hi
of a rocket hurled by the Sri
Lankaa Military at Palaly. Main

beam of the brokén

wWere cau-

rool was

and many tiles were hlown off,

Rev, Thevakaran, the Pastor of
the Church had ‘@ narrow
escape  Two Hindu  temples
were also damagzed.

Fhe Sri Lankan Army, from

CHURCH

attempted | to advance
towards backed by
helicopters and bombers. Shelis
hurled towards civi=
Rockets were fired
Lried to escape
according to the
civilians were

Palaly
Atchuvely
were also
lian targsts.
at civilians who
the scene,
eyewitnesses. Six

killed and many wounded of
which 35 were seriously injured
Four LTTE men and four

(Continued to page 4)
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,legmmately asked if the hope of the pioneers of the Church

04

THE MORNING STAR

30-09 - 1994

A
' gl ot
10 i
||...;Il|.,,| |...|"Iu ‘.,,.I'.,. Mai Y

i I.I -..m 'I|||| gl

1l LTS
:‘|| I,” il o 'um

‘I-ull Ml 'luu tI|.l Jlu.l 1

I. |'||i'!|ahu i

THE MORNING STAR

iy M i |||uu, mu,

et AR [

30. 09 . 1994

n
|u|.||ll|| ,1!||,| 1, |'

" il il

r|| |““I"l"“ AUA A

Vadduokoddai
" EDI TORIAL

[HE CHURCH OF SOUTH ]NDIA
47th ANNIVERSARY

Thrdughout the 21 Dioceses of the Church of South l.nfiia
and in many other plitcts there will be Services of Thansgiviug
(during this part of the year to mark the 47th Anniversary
Of the Tnauguration of the Church of South India on the
27 th of September 1947. The Jaffna Diocese held its anniver
sary Thanskgiving Service led by Bishop Jebanesan at the Cathe-
dral Church, Vaddukoddai on Saturday the 24 th of September
this year.

Anniversaries are occasions when we are summoned to
look back with gratitude at what God has done and reevaluate
the past with a view {o| seeing more clearly our tasks in the
light of the challenges and opportunities of our own day.
* The reading of Church history is a cordial for. droUPmE
splflfs"" wrote Bl.’shop] B. Lightfoot and yet another histo-
rian added. " it ought to' be a bracing tonic. '’ Anniversaries
then can be a way of celebrating the past with ¢ cordial * or
*tosiic * and of bracing ourselves to move forward into a greater
future. .
= Thé' ‘Church of South India-a union of Congregational,
Presbytenan. Reformed, Methndlst and Anglican Churches at its
maug'uratwn consxsted of 14 DlDCCSCS with a mi:mbershlp of
about nine hundred thousand. Today its membership has grown
t.o above two millions distributcd among 21 Dioceses. ** Unity
for Mission  was the rallying cry of those who worked hard
to overcome our ‘‘sinful divisions' ** . It could therefors be

Diocesan Office,

Umty movement or for that matter if the prayer of our Lord
hlmse]f' “ that they all may be ome...... that the world may
believe >’. has in any measure been rcallzed. The leaders of
the C. S, I.will be the first te confess how far the Church
has failed in its expectations. However,‘every Diocese will also
today give thanks to God for the numerous ways in which the
Lord of the Church has used it asan effective imstrument of
His mission and blessed its life and work.

It was hoped that the Inauguration of the C. S. 1. will lead
to, wider union among other Chorches as well. Once again
one cannot but express grief and disappointment that it has
not happened to the extent it was hoped. However, the inaugura:

tion of the Church of North India, the Church of Pakistan

47th  Anniversary OBITUARY

continved . from page 1 ) It 15 with deep sorrow we
N N Tharmakulasingam and record the death of Mr.
Miss Joyce Gunadevi,a final year M. Thambithurai of Uduwil,
theological siudent led by th: on 28994 in Jaffna. He was
Rev G, D, .'\['Iull.d.lrltji.lﬂ debated General Secretary of theY M C A
andgargued that there is no need Jaffna for over 25 yrs, and
for these changes in the marriage held  several offices in the
The Chairman Various Boards & Committees

service of .order,
with his witty introductions and
comments and those who took
part by their clever arguments for
and against the chapges kept the
audience enthralled. The Rev.
A Jeyakumaran and the Rev V.N
Tharmakulasingam were commen-
ded by the Chairman [or the way
they presented their arguments.

(Continued next week)

Damages Atchuvely Church
{ continued from page 1 )
Army personnel including two
high ranking officials
killed in the battle.

The Army were driven back
to their original pesitions after

Were

severe fighting which lasted
~ six hours, according to local
News pape:s.

On the Political Front......

( continued from page | )
Such incidents raise doubts

as to how serious the govern—
ment is about peace negotiations.
The Catholic Bishop of
Jaffna the Rt Rev. Thomas
Saundaranayagam has appealed
to the government of India
that they should not act in any

way that will distupt the
‘coming peace talks between the
Sri Lankan government and the
Tigers of Tamil Eeiam. He has
explained that the hostile fee-
lings of the Jaffna Tamil
against Indian government were
largely due to operation of the
Indian Peac: Keeping
between 1987—1990,

Force

both in the Diocese and in the
N. G. O's. Details regarding
his Funeral will apper in follow-
and we extend onr

ing Issue

decpest sympathies to his family
members.

Dr. Ponnambalam

( continued from page 1)
even afier he reached his age
of retirement, till ill health
forced him te go to Colombo
in February this year. He also
taught surgery to students of
the Jaffna Medical College.

He humble God-
fearing,man of the soil,who gave
his time and skills in the service
of the people of the North. He
worked tound the clock, during
tke iwo wars in the North, and -
had  carried on courageo-
usly and single handed, even
during and after the massacre
at the hospital, by the IPKF,
helping to keep up the morale of
the staff and the hospital open,
He was a man who had compa-

Wis a

“ssion and Lreated all of his pati-

ents alike.He was so duty-con
scious so much so, that even on
his wedding day, he was back at
the hospital operating.

He was a good iriend of Green
Memorial hospital. We at Green
Hospital, are indebted to him,
for operating on our patients
whenever requested to do so, and
for holding consultation clinics
here He would often drop in to
sty * Hello ' on his way to his
home village.

and the Church of Bangladcsh as United Churches are a matter
t‘or rejoicing During the last 47 years many more unions bet-
ween Churches of similar ecclesiastical polity dia take place

: throughout the world although not as varied as eplscopal and

non-episcopal churches, as in the case of the Unions in the
Indian Sub-Continent. The question may be asked if the Church
Union movement has lost its steam

During the last 47 yeaes there has been a great shift in
the understanding of the Church’s misson. Mission must be

of humanity for individuals and

communities. It involves the

Struggle ag nst all forms of oppression and the eliminction of pov-
erty in particular. It ‘involves the problems of Ecology and the
integrity of creation. What relevance has Church Union it is
being asked for mission in this total global perspective. It
may - further be argudd that Churches in Union negotiation
run the danger of being buried in a narcissist exercise.

The leaders of the Churches can casily lose their nerve
when confronted with those .staggering problems. The cause

understood I ¥elationto God'efplanfor all humanity, indeed of Church Union itself may appear to be irrelevant. It is i

for the whole cosmos rather than in terms of the mumerical  however, precisely in this global &

strengthening of 'the Church’s membership. God’s gift of & ¥ 15 global context that the Church s
Bilt of His today is challenged to see its role and rethink its mission

Son, St. John reminds us was bécause ** He 50 loved th " S [
1615 ¥H8 World Hand ihs udi bcition; otttk eb\:'orld God *‘ has made known to us his secret purpose’’ writes the

all things beco : . Luy

new "' that God is concerned  with and’ the mission of“"u]ig L o peusia, ekl univens; S s

Church is to partake in and be an agent of (hj _the  in heaven and earth,might be brought into a unity in Christ® |,

Mission therefore involves thé radical t '8 new creation.  ( Eph 1:9-10) It is this unity of which the Church is called to b

beings as individuals and as ¢ . Tﬂﬂsfurm‘at.on of human  be a foretaste and ' first fruit in history. A divided Church ([lal

ey condniion t([.:r;‘mmnme.s It involves justice ‘has no message for 4 divided world. The challenge therefore is =~ f !

AN et s B hcommumty of nations, It 'all the more for Churches “*mndt to be weary in well—doing’* P!

| a at the realisation of the fullness gnd press on in the path of reconciliation and unity! d o
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