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AGAIN
INTER-RELIGIOUS
AGGRESSION!

Now it is pear Ko-
mu'amunei, the scewe of
operation - shiiting from
Maonpar to Mullsitiva
District. However, the
saorileglous activity is not
of the same party

A Baiva Bhrine is sgain
the target; she emgroaeh-
ment on it hss been
engiogered by the follow
ers of another Faith.

How the Neo - philos-
phers of Hinduism whose
declared kbowledge app-
eats to be  stemming
from a study of the oft-
quoted op'nions of Weex
tern students of the most
Angient Hastern Religion,
will: resct to the sggre-
ssive sotivities of persons
professing the Buddhist
Faiths around a
Baiva Bhrine at Kumsale-
mupsi in the Muollsitivu
Distriat, we are anxionsly
looking forward to

Saive Biddhaptam arvd
the significant sspects of
Saivaism have been mo
gxplicitly explained by
the ages of eld and
perspicucusly paraphra-
sed by later Saipte in
their Thirumarais that
no Saivaite requires to
be preached what his
Religion stapds for and
what bis scriptares teach
much le:ss by means of
the boirrowed rhetovic of
western students of reli-
glons research.

Kumulamunai has been
placed in the same pe-
ouliar predicament a8 that
in which Mathoddem
presently stands. The only
differemce ie that the en-
oroaghing party belongs
to a third religion while
the mggrieved party re-
mains the same

The Moral Code in
gpiritual sifsirs applies
equally to all religions,
The Mors! Law of reci-
prooal respect for the
sanotity of spiritual belief
8 80 Bimple that no per-
som belopging to any
one religion can usurp
on the property of amc-
ther religion withont be-
ing guilty of violation of
the moral code that has
acquired legal suthority

Religion snd Politlcs
have to remain sparb im

rt.:vo different planes. The
latter oertainly belongs
to & separate oategory =
namely, the ephere of
expedienoy, or scheming
or oraftiness, The grest
Pattiot Mahatma Gaindbi
had strived all bia li’e-
tims to parify politiesl
agtivities by means of
prayers

It would be well for
prancing politicians of the
present sge who ooca-
slonally express love rf
their rel gion, to study
the life and worke  of
Gandhi and mske a
sincere effort to realizs
tbe epecial sigmificance of
religion, The display of
their kpowledie of oft-
reprated  definitions of
religives by Western
Soholars ean hardly be of
any resl belp.

'be Saiva Paripalaca
Sabhai and the Hinda
Organ both established in
the year one thounsand
eight humdred avd eighty
pire, nlpe decad:s ago,
bave a apeocial place in
the religlone saffalrs of
this covntry,

The illustrions mames
of Vdra Sromani N. B.
Poopampalapillai one of
the foremost disoiples of
the Great Navalar, T.
Chhlleppahpillai, retired
Judge of the Supreme
Court of Travanocore, Sir
Popmampalam Ramana-
than, 8:r Ambalavenar
Kanegasebai,, Sir Waiti-
lingam Duraisamy, Sri A.
Tilliampalam, Saiva Peri-
yar B, Sivepadasunderrm-
pillsi, stalwaris who in.
the past guided the Ssiva'
ParipalanaSabhaiand Shri
A.Babapsthy, then M m-

ber of the Legislative
Cenpgil (and Sir R&ma-|
nathan’s lleutenant) Shbri!
M. 8. Eliathamby, Pandit|
V T. Sambhandap, stard!
before us as we teke p ide|
in reaffirming oor vital
ro'e in the religions affairs .
of oor eocuntry

The Great Navalar did
not disropt and could not
have disrupted the umity
of the pecple of the North
when he went hammer
and tongs im prote-ticg
against the plague of pro-
gslytiem; in effect he had
been reupiting thoee who
had beem lured inote
foreign faiths by alien
proselytisers. The Navalar
Tradition has be'n 80
laudably npoble that it has
come to stay

Komulamunsai or Vava-
piya or Matbhottem which
ever may be the 8oene
of encroachment on the
traditional righta of one
religious body by smothber.
maost necessarily be
gaved

Tradition too Strong
To Be Thwarted

Human copduct obeys
a oode of practice where
praced ‘nts ncquire pres-
oriptive right. Thia i
gommon gronpd for politi
c_i_m-.a aswell a3 religionist g

The politician  often
pleads the inviolability of
traditional homelands and
resis's foreeful oolonizi=
tion of such regions by
onteiders. These so called
traditiopal  home » lands
spgguire such preseriptive
title 88 to enable those
areas aspire to be recog-
nized as sntonomous rg-
gieng

In the sphers of reli-
gion, tradition bas ac-
qulred greater foree. The
existence of Islamic Re-
publigs will bear testi-
mony to the feot that
tradition i1n religiouns
practice bas the force of
Constitutions] Law

However, In the context
of modern outlonk, water
tight cimpartments bssed
on religious allegience,
need not be desirable so
long ae mautuoal respeck
for religious practices is
fortheemirg .  Religicos
egmthasisem when sllowed
to ran riot will lower the
respect for -established
tradition

We have in ap eatlier
issue of the Hindo Organ
made it olear that the
respaot for traditions
must be borne in mind
by everyone who pre-
fesees s religion

Bat unfortupat ly the
recant happenings rpesr
the anient Siiva
af Thlroketheeswaram
digelose a tendency to
defy traditional obser—
vances. The Temple at
Thirvketheeswaram hss s

|history of antiquity,

hallowed by the Holy
Hymms of the Great
faiva Saints Thirugnina-
sambadar and Sundara-
meorthy Nayanar.

A Shrine of the magni-
tude and majestio magni-
ficence of Thirukethees-
waram, npatorally musb
have a very exteosive
area around it obse ved
a8 ssored

Similarly Churoheg,
Mosques Vibaras and
other places of worship
have their own Saored
Aress

It would be en irreli-
gious act if followers of
any ope religlon enoro
ached on the preserves
of amother religion.

If on the road to Madbu
Ohurch, Baivaites or
Muslims or Buddhists
gndeavoured to establish
the'r places of worship,
it would be & caleulated
move to oreate meaning-
less religions animosity.

Mahtoal-Matholtam

and the perennia] Palavl

Shrine |4
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Editor=in=Chief:
R. Na Sivapirakasam

Mannar there are Chur-
ches and Tamples, none
of them so situmated as
to eapg? embarragsment to
the others,

That Chrstlanity wes
introdoced into this coun-
try by the Portugueee.
centuries after the sacred
Saiva Shrines were oon-:
searated is an axjomatic
truth, Thirukethe swaram
and the Sacred waters of
aaltlees Palavi belong to
the epic past and therefore,
have an established tradi-
tion oftheir own with 8
definite and defined sacred
area. Palavi, peerless in
purity and prominent io
pbysical geographiocal re-
cords need not be searched
for; nond bub the spiri-
tually blind will be blind
to those irrefutable faots
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