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CRANKSHAW CONTINUES ANALYSIS OF

RUSSIA BY DAYLIGHT

(Exclusive to the U N P

THE maore perfectly organized

the system, the more mark-
ed the internal balances and
tensions. Sooner or later,
acute contradictions and pres-
sures are felt, and the existing
system collapses beneath the
impact of the very forces it has

called into being to assist
its own development." Thus,
for = example, the aristo-

cratic feudal society gave way
to its antithesis, the mercantile
bourgeois soclety, whichh was to
develop capitalism. And thus the
bourgeois capitalist soclety must
give. way 10 its own antithesis, a
speiety ruled .by the oppressed
Iabourers and artisans, This inter-
play of obposites is seen by the
Marxist as an iron law of history.
The proletarian society, however, is
to be the final phase, the ultimate
synthesls, because at last the preat
TAASSES, 48 opposed  to  sectional
interests, will have taken over mass
control: there will then be no more
classes, and therefore no more con-
Hicts of self-interest,

Fut like that, it does not sound
very good. But we have to remem-
ber that Marx was writing at a mo-
ment in history when, because of tha
Industrial revolution, the capitalists,
the faetory owners, were able to ex-
ploit the workers to a degree un-
precedented simee the days of slav-
ery. The gulf between the conguer-
ing minority and the subservient
majority had been rapidly growing;
there was & revolutionary ferment
and Marx
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weak, who would once more range
themselves into the exploifers and
the exploited; as has happened in
Russia singe 1817. The fact remains
that, his revolutionary theory apart,
Marx's thinking has deeply affected
the best D()litli‘!ﬂl and economic
thinking of our fg.lme; and, paradoxi-
cally, it would have affected it a
very great deal more had not a
group of Russians concentrated on
his revolutionary theory and deluded
themselves that they had succeeded
| turning IE into practice.

When Lenin arrived on the secena
it was obvious to anycone with a
spark of commonsense that the
Marxist theory of revolution had
gone wrong, Lenin himself saw that
something had to be done about 1,
and his own outstanding contribu-
tion to Marxist thought, which
Stalin has inherited, was the parti-
cular proposition which laid down
the way in which the proletarian re-
voiution® would be achieved.

Marx had believed that sooner or
later the proletarian revolution
would sweep the world. But he alse
believed that each country would
have to produee its own revelution,
which, though accelerated by  the
international solidarity of : the

working-class, could only oceur at a |

particular point in its
and in its own way. It could mever
happen untfl a glven counfry Thad
been through the stage of capitalist
development, The Russian Soclal
Demoerats in  exile, both Bol-
sheviks and Mensheviks. by and
large believed this: it meant in their
eyes that Russla must have a bour-
geols revolution before they could
even begin to contemplate the prole-
tarian revolution. This was not good
enpugh for Lenin, Russla was ad-
mittedly at the very bottom of the
st of countries
revolution because she was a backe
ward country with little eapitalism,
an insignificant proletariat, and a
horde of llliterate peasants barely
the feudal stage.

development

emerged  from

Lenin had to justify within the
Marxisl canon the promotion of
Russia to be Arst on the lst, and s0
Tz hinel i extond the Marxist
canon. He did this by discovering
that times had changed sinee Marx's
i Then the unll of capitalist
cociety had been' the self-contained
bourgenls state, Iilke Britain or Ger

many, Mow, owlng to the deyelon-

mient of imperiallsm, which Invalved

_the fruits of

the exploijation of whole peopies by
whols peoples (instead of. as hither-
=10, classes by classes within nations),
the whole situation had altered: a
capitalist state could postpone re-
volution at home by raising the
standard of Uving of the masses with
colonial  eppression.
Lenin thus arrived at the following
inspired conclusion of post hoe argu-
ment;

‘The West Eurapean capltalist
eountries are consummating their
development  towards Soclalism
not . by the gradual “matur-
ing” of Soeialism, but by the ex-
ploitation of some countries by
others, by the exploitatjon of the
first of the countries to be van-

quished in  the imperlallst war
(i, Russia) combined with the
exploltation of the whole of the
East. On the other hand, precise—
ly a8 a result of the first imperial-
lst war, the East has been definite-
ly drawn into the general mael-
strom of the world nwamt.im'mr;I
movement.'

In a word, Lenin had t.ransfertfq:
Marx’s teaching on the class
struggle, a teaching which was visi-|
bly breaking down, from the domes-§
ti¢ to the international arena;
exploiters and exploited eeased
be classes and became nations,
50 doing, he not only explained
Russian revolution (‘the snapping
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WHAT YOUTH THINKS

THE STATE AND ITS
DUTIES

MAN is a social being and he
7 cannots live all by himself.
He needs others for his happi-
ness and welfare, and is in
turn needifil to others. NaLL}Ic
therefore provides two socie-
ties for the welfare of man, the
family and the State.

The parents are in duty bound to
see to the welfare of their children
and give them a sound educar._inn
aceording to their means. The child-
ren too are duty bound to love,
honour and obey their parents as
long as they are under t.hen_‘r. These
mutual duties and rights of father,
mother and children constitute the
society. called the family. ':‘L‘hE-
family is therfore a natural society
with rights which no power on earth
can take away. e

But the family is not sgif-suffi-
‘clent. There are many things requir-
ed for the welfare of the family but
the family is unable to provide for
itself. Nature therefore prompts
families to unite for mutual assist-
ance, protection and improvement.
Such union of familles 1s a tribe,
and when onhe or more tribes live in
a country, geographically distinct
and united by a common speéch or
history, it is ealled a nation. When
such a natlon is self-sufficient, it is
a state. A state is therefore a perfect
self-sufMieient society and it consists
of many familles bound together
under a common head for attaining
the welfare of the community, Each
Iamily seeks its own welfare, but the
state seeks the welfare of all the
families. The state is a way of regu-
lating human conduet; it orders us
not to murder, It punishes us for a
violation of its order.

The state is responsible for the
establishment of law and order and
of public peace. The state should
ensure the validity of welghts ‘and
measures and currency, The
administration of Justice is also the
duty of the state. It is the duty of
the state to see that a general
standard of education is maintained
in. the country, A sound education
helps a child to become a worthy
and honourable citizen of his Coun-~
try. The state will also have to see
to the health and sanitation of the
country,

The object of the sate s the
common gopd, not the good of an
Individual, or a family. The indivi-
dual and the family ean look atter
their own good; the common good
is attained only by a state. The
state, was made for Man and not
marn for his state,

MERVYN ALLEGAKOEN
Bt. Peter's College
Colombao 4.

THE CASTE SYSTEM 1IN
DEMOCRATIC CEYLON

CEY‘LON is a Democratic

country.. Therefore it
should possess all the qualities
of real Democracy. Under this
system of Government all men
are born equal, and therefore
every individual has the fullest
freedom to develop his talents
and  personality. In the
“Declaration of the Rights of
Man" during the French Re-
volution of 1789 1t stated that “Men
are born, and always continue, free
and equal in respect of thelr rights”,
Thus, we see that the provision of

political equality to develop ones
personality; wecess to Enowledge,
security agaln unemployment ete,
Is one of the essentinls of Damo-
cracy.

In Ceylon the ‘easte system’ still
exists mainly in the rural areas.
though [t showed a great decline
since the beginning  of European
Domination over Ceylon. This
decline was quick and effective In
the urban areas only, for In the
rural areag the feeling of caste had

gone to thelr life-blood. It I8 certaln
that the decline of the caste-system
was malnly due to the hard work of
the present Government and the
Influence of Britlsh rule, The
present  Government helped this
noble ciuse by the Introdiketion of

for all puplls irres-
Ive o b the l‘_’_‘:l’.z!h“.‘:ﬁhl]]&ll"
ustice to all and the working ul_
government offices lrrespective of
saste blas, The eligions  too have
helped to change this feudal soeial
order,

But, we are sorry to see that caste
system still exists in rural areas
Muost of rural headmen and Regls-
trara of Marriages have special
stools  in their offices to the low-
caste people; and almost every
villager possesses different seats for
the various cases. Even in hatels and
smaller tea kiosks, different seats as
well as different eups are given tor
the members of various castes. We
often hear of disputes where peoaple
of low-castes such as tom-tom beat-
ers are injured for wearing banians
ete. These are clues to show that
caste-systern still has some control

I
ol ]

over rural Ufe. It s doubtful
whether Rural Development Soeie—
tles functlon irrespective of caste-

bias. Today when very great im-
provements are made in the life of
the peasant, by the United National
Party we are surprised to hear that
caste-system has had no cheek, We

hope that In the near future onr
Government will overcome this
caste-bias and make Ceylon the

best Democratic country in Asia.

Y. M. DAYARATNE

St. Brlvester's College,
Kandy.

POLITICS AND ETHICS

POLI'I‘ICE may be deflned as
“the science concerned
with the state and of the con-
ditions essential to its exist-
ence and development”. Ethics
may be defined as “a branch
of study which investigates the
laws of morality and formul-
ates rules of conduct”. The
connectlon between politics and
ethics becomes all the more elearer
when we realise how DPregnant with
fruth is Lord Acton's dictum—“the
great question for politics is to
discover not what Governments
prescrihes, but what they ought to
prescribe, for on every political
issue, the question may be Taised
whether it is right or wrong,"

A student of polltics should of
necessity be Interested in ethies
because history has proved right
through the ages that ‘honesty is the
best policy’. It is a truism to say
that what is morally wrong ean
never be politleally right. But yet.
how many of our politiclans remer-
ber this fact? It is common know-
ledge that the integrity of our publie
service is extremely low, It We thus
be lethargic ang turn a blind eye to
all this, it will not pe very long be-
fore the ecanker of corruption and
nepotism has infected and corroded
our whole public service, We often
hear it being said that Dolitics is a
dirty game. The honest men there-
fore do not wish to dabhle in it
But this negative attitude must be
heavily condemned. If méany of the
honest men refuse to toke part in

politics they ars guilly of paving
the way for the dishonsst and un-
scrupulous men to  enter Parlia-

ment.

Polities  Is  concerned with sl
matters pertalning to the State—ijts

rlghts,  functions, ete, All these
have & moral aspect, Aristotle
rightly remarked that while the

State comes into existence for the
sake of life, it contlnues to exist for
the sake of good Hfe, The rights
of individuals which deserve re-
cognition by the State can be de-
fined only in g moral context. Pro-
blems of prohibiting usury,  drink,
early  marrlage, prostitution, ete,,
cannot solely be answered in  a
purely  politleal plane, Maral and
religlous factors have also to be
considered,

It ig thus obvibus that polities
and ethies are closely ntermingled
with one another. If the standards .
of politles 1s to be ralsed and the
eallbre of our politiclans untarnish-
ed the athieal and moral code  of
our people must of necessity rise,
There can be no difference between
public morality and private moral-
ity, They should be the same—for
all men and for all times,

D. Vinee Abeyagoonewardena
Kingswood Gollege.. 5

Kandy,
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the weakest link In the
chain') in guasi-Marxist terms, but
he also gave the Soviet Union, as a

MARX

In Russian Dress

i Russia by Déylighf

impemalist

-

power, a5 the first base of the world
revolutlon, a pretext for Intervening
in the Internal affalrs of other
powers and indulging in what  Mr.

Bevin has Stlgm:l.tl?,d’.'gl us the mest
abominable international erime; the
fomenting of eivil wars as an Instru-
ment of policy, He not only brought
Communism into Russia. Far more
importantly, he |th:1].'.{i]|.‘, Russia inta
Communism.

JT was Lenin's new doctrine,
the imperialist thesls, which
turned the Russian Bolshe-
viks, a seedy lot, into the de-
clared enemies of established
society everywhere and at all
: times. It was the success of
Lenin’s revolution, much to his
own surprise, and the conse-
quent subjugation of all Russia
by the Bolsheviks, which put
the weapon into their hands and
made them formidable. Without
Russia, that is to say, their hostility
would be unavailing:; without the
imperialist thesis, which was not a
part of Marxism, it would have been
diffuse and often passive. It was
Lenin, and nobody else but Lenin.
who gave the Bolsheviks thelr polley
and their teeth; and it is important
to remember this, for an under-
standing of what has happened
sinee, at w time when Lenin has
been sentimentalized out of all re-
cognition and all the evils in the
world laid directly at Stalin’s door.
Stalin has produced his own evils,
which “we shall consider in due
ecourse; but these grew naturally,
and perhaps inevitably, from Lenin-
ism,

Marx In his own Way was un-

serupulous. He delighted In  wars
because he thought they would
bring his revolution closer. He

prayed for the rise of capitalism in
backward areas, regardiess of the
misery he believed it would cause.
so that his monstrous dialectic
might lurch ponderously into its
final lap and bring with it the pro-
letarian revolution to sweep capital-
ism away. He was Machiavelllan in
his tactics and spiteful in  his
temper. But compared with Lenin
he was as innocent as the day. His
idea of a war, for example, was a
fight for markets between Germany
and England; and the historleal
purpose of such a war was fto
weaken the capitalist structure and
augment the discontent of the work-
ers. What he certainly neverin his
most malevolent dreams envisaged
was the spectacle of a socialist state
making war on a capitalist state in
order to spread, with the weapons of
imperialism, the blessings of Com-
munism. Still less did he foresee
the deliberate exploitation of the
nationalist aspirations of the back-

wird races to embarrass the capl-
talist system. It took Lenin to
think wup that sort of thing. It

took. that is to say. the Impact of a
Russian statesman on the ideas of a
German professor. The Russian-
ness of Lenin has never. 1 think,
been properly appreciated, and least
.of all by Lenin himself, But it is
the most lmportant thing in  the
world to appreciate it, because, had
Lenin not been a Russian of the
Russians, Communism as we think
of it today, the mortal enemy,
simply would not exist,

By the time the Russian people
had been dealt with and the coun-
try put through a dizzy industrial
revolution—by the end, that Is to
say, of the second Five-Year Plan in
1938, the base had been consolidated
and fortified and the Bolsheviks
could once more take &an active
interest In the larger world. a world
at that time shivering in the shadow
of the Nazi menace. The®process
was completed whereby a group of
revolationaries starting as enemies
of = s=oejal system, the capitallst

3
1

systemy wherever it was found., had
beeg transformed Into a  powerful
enemyeso! whole nations. This deve-
lopment, as we have said, was nota
foreseen by Marx, who, in any case.
never offered a blueprint for a So-
c}ullst State, but only for the pre-
liminary revelution. It was not
even foreseen by Lenin, who was
unable to visualize the establish-
ment and sustenance of a soclalist
Russia unless some of her import-
ant neighbours could also carry out
sueeesstul revolutions. But.  al-
though Lenin did not foresee, dur-
ing the chaos of the early years he
was adapting himself to unexpected
situations with energy and skill;
and even while utfering warnings
about the dangers of renewed Great
Russian  chauvinism (warnings,
incidentally, directed specifically at
Stalin} he himself was making it
inevitable. In a sense he was cor-
rect in his assumption that the re-
volution could not succeed in Russia
unless there were neighbouring re-
volutions to keep it company. For
the Russian revolution, as envisaged
by Lenin, did not in fact sueceed

and will never succeed; it has
changed into something quite
different. But the change was ai-

ready In full swing while Lenin was
still'in charge. It had ceased to be
the Marxist proletarian revolution
and had become the Russian indus-
trial revolution, which had nothing
in common with the project-
ed revolutions of the capitalist
West beyond the Marxist jargon. In
a certain sense, indeed, Lenin's re-
volution has turned out to be muech
closer to the carlier bourgeols re-
volutions of the West, translated
Into terms of Russia, than to the
proletarian revolutions  predicted
by Marx, none of which, it is worth
remarking, has yet taken place any-
where in the world.

The confusion is caused by the
fact that this revolution was ecar-
ried out by peopls who thought they
were making a Marxist revolution.
There 18 no reasbn at all why Rus-
sia should not have carried out
some sort of a revolution without
involving herself in uncompromising
enmity with the outside world,
Later on, we shall have to ask why
Lenin, the leader of a fraction of a
minority revolutlonary party, sue-
ceeded where others failed. For the
moment, it is enough to say that he
did suceeed and that implicit in his
imperialist thesis. whereby, as Wwe
have seen, he transferred the elass-
struggle from a domestic to an
international arena, was the situa-
tion whereby Communist powers
would flnd themselves ranged in
deadly and helligerent opposition to
ant!-Communist powers, so that
world revolution could enly be
achieved through a series of bloody
conflicts between nations,

It is important to remember that
no other Left-wing group, or party,
has ever thought In these terms. It
{s a line of thought peculiar to the
Russian  Boclal Democrats alone.

Even the Menshevik wing of the
Russlan Scelal Democrats did not
think In those terms. This means

that the Russian Bolshevik Party,
later misleadingly called Commun-
Ist, is the only revolutionary party
ever to have declared war on
nations, as distinet from classes.
And the purpose in emphasizing this
polnt 1s that, as far as declarations
go, the enemy Is not socialism, as
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s, - A b
Amy Satturukalsinghe
writes about
“Blest I8 his birth, the son ol
' *Marlam ecame,
Heaven's secrel—and man's glory
at its helght!
.. . Auspicious fate! the Magle of his
i " NAame.
i 3 I ]
AGE i lmt‘ it ) - ¥ills votaries' hearts with love,
custom state", the joys of thelr eyes with light.
the Christmas season, From Auspicious hour that to the
as celebrated Temple brought
Mie Bzsk .ChrlSth .e - The llving word, the Messenger
in Ceylon in 1505 up to the pre- aralned,
sent times this season has been As though the breath of Mona

marked with much festivity.

* ‘Thomas Tusser who lived In 1523-
80 wrote:
“At Christmas and make
good cheer,
For Christmas comes but once a

year.,” .

play

® And so it has been both at home
and abroad. While the Greek
church eelebrates this festival on
the Tth of January the Church of
Rome celebrates it on the 25th of
December, To the ancient people of
Angli it had a duel significance—the
new year began on this day.

To the poets it provided a beauti-
ful theme—Alice Meynell the Eng-
lish poetess wrote:—

“Unto us a Son s given

Given, not lent;

And not withdrawn—once sent.

This infant of mankind, this
One,

Is still the little welcome Som.

New every year,

New born and newly dear,
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He comes with tidihgs and a
song,
The ages long, the ages long.”

Even the poets in the East have
been inspired by this event. The
Nizam of ‘Hyderabad published a
poem in the Hyderabad Bulletin of
December, 1837:

life's garden sought
And Rose and Nightingale in love
enshrined!
Spring blew its breath Into the
erygtal bowl,
To glve a brighter colour to the
wine;
that December
World's dead soul
Held in the Cup of Life & draught
divine!

And for the

According to records available,
the Feast of the Nativity (or Christ-
mas) was first celebrated in Ceylon
in 1505, In November of the same
year, Don Lourenco de Almeyda set
out from Cochin on a voyage to the
Maldives, but a heavy sea with the
wind wailing and the waves swirl-
ing in a fury made him hesitate as
to whether he should return to
Cochin or proceed fo the Maldives.
Don Lourenco consulted a member
of his party—a Franciscan friar by
the name of Vincente, who decided
to seek the assistance of God; which
he did in a unique manner. He
placed two slips of paper one bear-
Ing “Back to Cochin” and the other
“On to the Maldives”, under the
altar stone. The following morning
after Friar Vincente had said Mass
aver the papers he searched for
them under the stone and to  his
utter amazement discovered them
missing! He pondered for a while

* Sinhalese

CAME the war. When after

six years of death and des-
truction uneasy—but not un-
wanted—Peace was restored at
last, we had time fo become
aware of the Triad of musi-
cians, Ananda Samarakone,
Sunil Santha and P. L. A,
Somapala. We realized that
they had not only reyolution-
ized Sinhalese music but had
also gradually won over the interest
and attentlon of the vast un-
responsive majority of our people
who, to all APPEATANCES, WETE
stricken deafl by the indigenous,

canventional, hackneyed and grace-
less melodies.

The New Movement of the war
years initiated by Mr. Ananda
Samarakone was pushed forward by
the wave of mnatlonal awakening
that was the prelude to our Inde-
pendence. Further, the rapld ex-
pansion of Radlo Ceylon and the
Increase in popularity of the Orien
tal Programmes hastened this time-
Iy reaction against what is  best
deseribed a5 the traditional

melodies
It was Ananda Samarakone who
merged the rural folk-songs with

the new awareness and the new
rhythims, while Sunil Santha intro-
duced volce-modulation, & keen
poetic sensibility and the delleate
simplicity, finesse, distilled beauty

and aptness of language after the
manner of the Munidasa Kumara-
tunga band of purists. P. L. A.
Somapala followed the two of them
not far behind, and ranks today as
the fArst musician to  introduce
Western  instruments to Sinhalese
musleal ltems, He has catered to
the tastes of the masses with a re-
gular output of songs without
thereby degrading his style.

Those “Bajau” Parties!

'P‘RE—WAR musicians appeared

to disregard the essential

blending of their instrumental play,
with the result that backsround
music was often chaotle and un-
restrained. The singers themselves
were quite ignorant of the value of
volee-modulation to expressiveness.

Those were the days of frequent
“hajau” parties—the seraphina,
tabla, the violin and & pair.of

spoons plaved with a vengeance by
frenzied revellers, while the vocal-
ists, themselves fired by undiluted
arrack, sang or screamed at the top
of thelr volees till the yveins in the
necks wriggled like blug  worms.
“Bajau'’ partigs are no more and
the seraphina  has fallen from
favour: that, to my way of thinking.
is very significant,
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The First Under

Portuguese

Last Under the Dutch

on the mysterious disappearance of
the papers and finally arrived at

the conclusion that neither course
was to be taken,

And so they set sail for Ceylon
calling at Galle, this being the first
port they sighted. After a  brief

stop, which the voyagers avalled of,

to take “some refreshments” they
reached Colombo.
On landing, Don Lourenco cele~

brated the feast of his patron saint
— 8t Lawrence. He built: a  little
monastery and in the Chapel he
celebrated the first Christmas Mass,
Among the distinguished people
present were Captains Paya de
Souza, Lopo Cao, Nuns Vaz Pereyna,
and Fernao Coutrine. There was a
erib too with the animals—including
an elephant standing round the
Infant Jesus. To complete the fes-
tivities an X'mas trep was decked
with tinsel and stars and Don Lou-
renco played the part of Santa
Claus. The ships werg dressed with
flags and a salute of guns greeted
the dawn of Christmas.

Embassies from Kotte brought
many gifts including 400 boxes of
cinnamon and in return Don Lou-
renco sent gifts of cake and wine.
Even the Moors responded to the
spirit of the season by sending gifts
of their native sweets.

The last Dutch Christmas in
Ceylon was celebrated on a  more
nilarious scale. In the month of
December, 1795, all was not well for
the officials of: the Dutch East
India Company in Colombo. The
threat of British occupation had
been s great source of anxiety,
particularly after Trincomalee,
Batticaloa, Jaiffna and Mannar
had surrendered to the Bri-
tish  naval and land forces

the

and the

and the Kandyan Army.
Colombo appeared to be the next
target for occupation, The British
had also bought up the De Meuron
Reglment which was In the pay of
the Dutech, Bespite the lmminent
threats, the Dutch were determined
to defend Colombo as news had
reached them of a Dutch alllance
with the French Republie, The hope
of belng able to withstarfd the
onslaught of the British gave the
Dutch fresh courage. Bo Christmas
was celebrated with more than
usual galety,

. Houses were decorated
buntings, multi-coloured lanterns
and streamers, Every Christian
heme had a Christmag tree, loaded
with glits and tables creaking under
the load of Poffertges, wagels and
snikergebak. It was indeed a merry
X'mas.

Soon the clouds of an  Invaslon
loomed large in the Duteh horizon!
British troops were reinforeing
themselves on the Bank of the
“Kaimal River”. But the Dutch
garrison of Negombo held out with
the fervent hope of being joined by
a French fleet. And so New Year's
Eve dawned with the firlng of

with

Duteh guns and the pledging of
good wishes—which ended too
soon!

On the 16th of February, the

Dutech froops were ordered to march
out with their arms and aeccourter-
ments, but no cartridges. Reluet-
antly, they obeyed the strange
order, breaking their muskets as
they marched out. The English
who had already 3 battallons of
infantry were compelled to eall in
7,000 more troops to overawe the
Duteh. Thus ended the last Dutch
Christmas!

Music Today

Argund 1946 there also developed,
parallel  to the New Movement a
tendency to imitate North Indian
film musicians. The ‘socials’ pro-
duced by the Hindi film companies
captivated the local cinema-goer
who had [for long tolerated the
floating saints, wooden heroines and
the mythaological drudgery of the
Tamil film, The biggest attraction
of the Hindi ‘social’ was fand still
1s) the mew lilting music of the mo-
dern Piped Pipers, Naushad Ali, C.
Ramachandra and Gulam Mohamed
{6 mention just three of them.
The hypnotlsed cinema-goer hDOwW
beran to follow them like a child

ylon found the iteh
iible!

Today Imitators are springing up
like weeds In the fields of Binhalese
music. These cheap copy-cat com-
posers abandon all the known rules
of composition, assemble Into un-
even lines a serles of meaningless
waords and offer to the listeners—not
speak of the Muse—their horri-
childish works a Almost
radio play has now one or two

of this type of Imitatlons. The out-
put 5 Eenormous; production line
methods are adopted in order to

weep up with the demand

J.- Payoe
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And everyone in a national dress
or with crankish long hair poses to-
day as a musician or songster! Long
hefore new Hindi films are sereened
in Ceylon coples of songs featured
in them are made avallable!

However, this erazy and  blind
tmitation of North Indian music has
unearthed some remarkable new
vocal talent. Dharmadasa Walpota
and G. B. 8, Rani are two singers
who would have remained unknown
I not for the imitated sengs that
they sing. The former has earned
the title, ‘Mohamed Rafi of Ceylon’;
while Miss Rani may well lay claim
to the title. ‘Latha Mangeshkar of
Ceylon’. They, undoubtedly, have
the voeal talent, but the essential
orlginallty and the purposeness of
composition are missing in  their
SONES.

IN RUSSIAN DRESS
(Continued from page 3)
sueh, which may sometimes (as in
Yugoslavia) be called Communism,
but Bolshevism, or Moscow Com
munism alone. together with what
forees it may be able to argue, per-
suade, dupe, or conscript into Its
own camp. Thus, in assessing the
strength of the enemy, we have to

ask to  what extent the Kremlin
leaders dispose of convineed support
in whatever they may do among
the Russlan peopls, among the

peoples of Russia’s satellites, among
the Communist Parties and fellow-

travellers elsewhers, among the
backward peoples with nationalist
asplrations 1n Asia, Afrlea and

South America, We also have to ask
to what extent the Kremlin leaders
#5111 believe in Lenlnism.

(With kind permission from
Michael Toseph.)
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CITY VOTE AND POOR
RELIEF

Pusnic attention has been
*focussed on the irregularities
and malpractices that vitiate
the present system of poor re-
lief in Colombo. The Press has
not made it clear that Leftist
members are  more in the
racket than others. As a result
of eorruption among certain
members of the Muniecipal
Couneil it is often not the de-
serving cltizen who is the reci-
pient of the relief. It is the
nominee of the Councillor who

CoOLOMBO

BROUGHAMS

The Store for Service
—and Courtesy

FURNITURE-FURNISHINGS - LINENS
CARPETS - RUGS - LINOLEUMS
CURTAINS-PELMETS- UPHOLSTERY
MATTRESSES - PILLOWVS- CUSHIONS
CHINA GLASSWARE - CUTLERY
KITCHEN UTENSILS- HARDWARE
LAMPSHADES - POLISHES-VENETIAN
BLINDS-TATS-SPRING ROLLER
BLINDS, CANE & GARDEN FURNI-
TURE, EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME

.GET IT AT BROUGHAMS
: ALWAYS

YORK ARCADE, FORT,
COLOMEBO.
P. O. BOX 75

has his eye on the vole who
sets the money while those
who are really in need of
assistance find that their
elaims zo by default unless
they can secure the services of
some one in the Council to
champion their cause. Public
assistance has thus become the
plaything of party politicians
and public funds are being uti-
lised to enlist the favour of
possible supporters.

' When the national press of
the country brought this sorry
state of affairs to the notice of
the masses, the Public Assis-
tance Committee sought to
white-wash the prevailing cor-
ruption through the medium
of a motion which, if passed,
would have made the Com-
mittee both the judge and jury
of its own actions. Fortunate-
ly for the country there hap-
pened to be on the Committee
influential and very highly res-

JnimNa\L DecemMBer 14, 1951 %=
pected unofficial mempers on
that Committee who saw THE CEYLON
through the " manoeuvres  of
i |
these scheming Councillors | WHARFAGE
: dissociate themselves
and l|l.‘1{JLll ed : coM NY. LIMITED
with their cunning moves. The PA
net result was that the motion COLOMBO
which was to have been moved
., - " 1t 3 1[0],1, INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND

WA 51.1“ L‘{]In ‘L“{] .ltl_ g B THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED
still open for the appointment ' 4

2 l. “,- s Clearing, Forwarding, Bonding,
of an independent tribunal to S

4 : Shipping and Motor Transport
consider the allegations of dis-

el Department

honesty and corruption that
have been levelled at certain | Goods cleared through Customs, and
members of the Council. The I Forwar_'ded to any part of
soonet such a tribunal is con- Colombo
stituted, the soonmer will the Il. Delivered at Railway Station for
fair name of City politice be transmission Up-country

cleared of the stigma that now
attaches to it.

Dr, Kumaran Ratnam's mo-
tion asking for a Commission
of Inguiry is welcome. Let us
have it. We wonder whether
he knew how many of his
fellow-left-travellers were res-
ponsible for making a racket
out of Poor Relief, By all means
let us have this examined for
we shall rid our Municipal ad-
ministration of a virus as well
a5 show up the leftist tacti-
tians who pose as highly-
honourable public men and do
the dirty in private. It is a
fashion to blame only U.N.P.
men for anything that goes
wrong. The mistakes UN.P.
men make are normally played
up by the press and the Bus-
Train-Street propagandists.
Mr. Dahanayake's record of
Municipal Administration in
Galle, when he was Mayor, was
a howler. When leftists had a
majority in the Colombo Muni-
cipal Council two years ago
they blatantly allocated Kiril-
lapona Housing Scheme cot*
tages to L.S.SP.—C.P. trade
Union workers, Oh, but these
are to be lightly brushed aside,
for they are all honourable
men! Only, they talk with
their tongues in their cheeks!

JPEOPLE often ask the ques-
tion, “What is the use of
Art?" They feel that art is
something far removed from
everyday life, something that
lives in an art gallery, in a
museum, or in the houses of
the rich. They do not realize
that the manifestations of art
lie around them, or the lack of
art which is unfortunately far
more apparent.
Art has two main uses for man,
The first i5 that it can, if properiy
understood and used, contribute

| much to the comfort and efficiency
of man, The design of houses and of
EVEr in the houses is, or
d be the business of art,
ng hand in hand with all those
med. A standardised house
naching suitable for any

mily to inhabit in com-
efMficlency and In -~ an
*  of rest and harmony,
= Use of colour in connection with
the de: of everyday things has
oy no means been complétely e
i plored: buy enough is known to Hay
that colour  of any surroundings

.

The Importance of Art
In Relation to Man

greatly influences our physical and
mental health.

Art has many extremely practi-
cal uses for man, and it iz through
education that these practfeal uses
can be properly and widely fostered,
We suffer so much, we lose so
mueh, beeause our taste ls s0 poor,
finally, we shall be able to enjoy and
appreciate  works of art for thelr
own sake and for that great and
lasting pleasure which only comes
from the enjoyments of art.

“With the inecreased standard of
values, then could surely come &
realization that all men are, or
could be creative artists In some
sphere of lfe, What man needs in
this world is a combination of sen-
sitivity and creative ability, and art
makes this possible,

Art Is o communication between
man and man—and it can also he a
communication between nation and

natlon. It 1s a unlversal language,
and ire frequently the more
sensltl elements In a eommunity,
1 we could have more artists in the

world, appreciative and practising,
we should be much bettor off.

Therese Wijeratne.
The Nook, -
Madampltiya Road,
Mutwal

Stored in bond to suit the

. convenience of owners, or

Placed In a transhipment ware-
house for re-shipment,
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CEYL(.}'N’S COMPLETE AND. UP-TO-DAT

AT a simple but much im-

pressive ceremony held at
the Galle Face Hotel last week
the Prime Minister distributed
certificates to thirty-one
participants from the South-
East Asian countries who had
come to Ceylon to be trained
in the latest methods of vital
and health statistics ecollection
and tabulation,

The Training Centre held at
Nuwara Eliva was sponsored fointly
by the Worlg Health Organization,
the United Nations Organization
and by the Ministry of Health and
the Department of Census and Sta-
tisties. The course of training start-
ed on September 19, the major part
of it being spent in the salubrious
climate of Nuwara Eliya. The cholee
of venue was much appreciated and
most of the delegates expressed the
opinion that “no better spot ecould
be found anywhere in the world for
its scenic beauty and its bracing
elimate.”

The delegates who partieipated in

the tralning course were from the
Inllowing countries In South-East
Asia, Burma, India, Indonesis Nepal,
Fakistan, Thalland and Qeylon. The

lecturers at  the Training Centre
were. Mr. K. Willlams, Director-
General, Training: Centre; Dr. 8.

Swarcop, Mr, C. H. Dilwali, Dr. W, T.
Fales Prof. Ellef®r, Miss Norah
Powell, Dr. Philllp Hauser, Professor
O. E| R, Abeyeratna. Dr. W, G. Wic-
kremasinghe and Prof, Columbine,
all eminently qualifled in their spe-
ctal fields, s
THE PROCEDURE

The procedure adopted at the
Training Centre. was to have
® sezsions on speelal subjects consis-
tiflg of lectures and praectical
demanstration. The diseufslon
classes were particularly Interesting
sinee lecturers other than those
particular personsg taking the
session alsp folned in the discussion.
The {raining course concluded af
Nuwara Eliya by a health survey of
the town in which sampling techni-
gue, compilation of forms. field work
and final tabulation were all design-
ed and executed by the participants.
The Training Centre at Nuwara

When Scientists Disagree

I'I‘ is one of the sirangest and

most famous legends of
Ceylon that here are "Singing
fish” in the Batticaloa lagoon.
Many claim to have heard the
gong an odd bhumming or buz-
zing tone in.a variety of tones.
There are some folks who
believe that there are mer-
maids, creatures of mythology,
who are responsible for the singlng.
On an  August night with a full
moon and no breeze—the kind of
night the Batticaloalans say the
fish do sing, visitors make it a paint
to go to Batticaloa to listen to Fhese
mysterious sounds. Howerver it 1s
difficult to convince scientists that
fish really sing, who perhaps declare
that the legend is a hoax perpetra-
ted by Batticaloaians to unsuspect-
Ing visitors. But in this instance
scientists disagree. While two Ame-
rican Jesuits working in Batticaloa
support the legend, the Director of
Fisheries Dr. C. €. John believes
that the so-called musie caused by
the fish is really caused by the
vibrating of telegraph wires in the
vicinity, and rejects the popular
belief.

THE LEGEND SUPPORTED

Rev. Fathers J. W. Lange and W.
H. Moran of the Jesuit mission
Batticaloa carried out thelr scienti-
fic experiment, From the middle of
the bridge spanning the lagoon on
the Batticaloa-Kalmunal road

* (Kallay bridge) the two research-
ers lowered a microphone into the
water to a depth of about elght feet
and to the surprise of those opti-
mists, they heard the “SBong of the
fish"” so loud that the amplifier
volume had to be reduced to less
than half to keep {rom damaging
the recording by vibrations, From
the loud sg » attached to thelr
amplifier he "Bong
of the fi: y sr micra-
phone and srded it on the wire
recorder belonging to B, Michael's

College. They recordeds a tofal of
eight minutes of saund, in stages of
two to three minites, making modu-
]atil)n in both amplifier and re-
corder to achieve better results. On
the record, they say. one can gasily

Wit

distinguish the song of the fish from
that of froes or crickets. There were
clearly four different mnotes or
sounds and a fOfth was discerned
with close attention, They have
made a successful recording of the
“Song of the fish" the first known
undertaking of that nature and they
cite'+it as proof that there are sich
Binging fish.
DR. JOHN'S VERSION

After an extensive survey of the
lagoon Dr. C. C. John, Director of
Figheries, believes that he has

secured specimens of all the avail-
able fish In the lagoon but none of

the “Binging Fish®. He was
told he should stand on
the Batticaloa lagon ‘bridge
on a moenlight night and

hear the “music”. He followed the
adviee and heard & soft tune but It
was not the musle of the fAsh. "It
was the vibration of the telegraph
wires In thg breeze, intensified by
the hollow telegraph posts and
transmitted to the ear of any one
standing on the bridge.”” Anyway
he states that the idea of fish pro-
dueing sound is mnof strange.
The South American cat-fish
makez deep growling sounds
- audible at a distanee of
100 feet; the electric fish when
taken out of water makes a hissing
sound; sea horses make a sgueaking
sound under water; but there are no
fish in the Batticaloa lagoon that
sing. hiss or squeak. That is Dr.
John's verdict!

It has not been stated whether
Dr, John had tested the vocal gua-
Hties of the fish he collected after

an extensive survey of the Battl-
caloa lagoon to discover the flsh
that can sing from the fsh that

can't, The Jesuit researchers did not
goek the fish but the sounds that
¢ alleged to be uttered by certain
: that live in that lagoon. This
selentific method is the most modern
syslem

af re
ducing sound, They did not worry
about the's or alleged aathor-
ship of the sounds musical or other-

wise.

It 13 w left to the Battlealoa-
lans  to deeclde whose verdict they
are pri to accept in regard to
the and most famous
legend ylon

: SENEX,

Ellya was followed by a sesslon in
Colombo which is se
on the 18th | The partic
pants studled the method of mecha-
nical tabulation on the new % lakh
statistics machine at the Censny
Office, collecting of vital statistics at
the Reglstrar-General's Office and
the organization of Health Units

particularly at the Kalutara Health
Unit,

The participants will now be going
back to thelr respective countries
carrying away with them happy
memories of Ceylon and eguipped
with detailed knowledge of the
latest method of health and vital
stafistics collection and tabulation.

It was found that at the Training
Centre, Ceylon possessed perhaps
the most complets and up to date
systems of statistics relating to
health, births and deaths, and was
in this respect superior to most of
the Bouth-East-Asia countries.

CONFERENCE AT CALCUTTA

The participants now proceed to
Caleutta for the third part of thelr
training. They will participate in the
discussions of the International
Statistics Conference which will be
held on that City. This conferende
will be attended by eminent Smtis(jl
tielans from all over the world &
the participants will be able to
kenefit from . the knowledge and
experlence of this band of experts.
International conferences of this
tharacter apart from imparting
valuable information to the partiei-
pants which will be helpful to them
in their own countries, will also tend

i SYSTEM

to emphasize one-ress in the world,
desplte  superficlal  differences

in
tolour, creed or nationality.

Close assoclation of différent races
hoth at Nuwara Elya and In
Colombo enabled those representa-
tives of the different countries to
appreciate the qualities of the

e different races and to further the
creatlon of international tdeals and
International co-operation which is
the alm of Organizations like the
U.N. 0. and W. H, O, to foster.
Those who partleipated in the
Tralning were the following:—

India — Dr. B, Gopal, Mr. J. B.
Gupta, Dr. R. D. Mehta, Dr. Shana
Rap. Mr. M. D. Shende, Dr. M. M.
Kushalappa, Dr. P. G Choudurl, Mr.
N. P. Pillal, Mr. T. Balasubra-
manlam and Mr. 8. €, Bhounik.

Burma — Messrs,
and U. Own Thaike.

Indonesia — Messrs. Ismall Bandi
and Soedayono,

U. Aung Win

Nepal — Messrs. H. M. Sharma, S.
M. Joshl and N. K. Adhikari.

Pakistan — Mr. A& H. Sheik.

Thailand — Dr. Y. Kotchabhiakdl,
Mr. K, Tongsombat, Dr. €. Smitha-
sirl and Mr. B, Sasukbavatam.

The Ceylon team included Mrs, L
Kannangara, Miss R. S. Thomas,
Messrs. E. G. L. Lieversz, V. Nava-
ratnam, V. Abeywardena, €. F. D.
Weerasinghe, W, F. Benzie, P. Asir-
vatham, J. H. Ratnayake, and Mr.
R. Edirisinghe as observer.

JURGEN.
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} POLONNARWA

L33

Patonnaruwa sucereded Anuradha-
ura a3 the Lanka eapital, giving
fresh scope to the Sinhalese genius
for architecture and the shaping of
masonry. 1t remained the capital
from 7849 until 1240, and must have
been a civilized and beautiful city,
with its topless towers, bathing
pools, hospitals and itz rice fields
irrigated by the elaborate systermn of
rosarvoirs  on  which Lanka was
virtually dependant and which at
the same time made it particularly
vulnerable. All the splendour of
Palonnaruwa we owe to its mighty
King—Parakrama Bahu the Great.
His life reads like an epic and he
went from teiumph to triumph.
Like Anuradhapura, Palonnaruwa

places befare us an eventful story
of our past
Haritage

Itis our rich Mational

Here, in Madern Ceplon, we are by
a mew Heritage for “olir people, o
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e furre, The  Ceplan Inm{ﬂm.r.
Compang, raters {0 every reed and el
man qng warman, In every watk-af life—
Ministary

and  Merchants,  professiong/
men er Iob
fa be recy
e and ef

This Comptiny wishes
o1 the friend of the

CEYLON INSURANCE co., LYD., %, QUEEN STREET, COLOMBO.

For Life-Motor-Fire-Mar ine-Frdefiry

orn Workmen's Compénsation

WAS DICKENS A
MANIC DEPRESSIVE ?

V]‘HE latest development in the

* direction of character read-
ing a.r:d mind reading has for
its vietim no less a character
than Charles Dickens. It would
have been impossible for
Dickens to write*as much as he
did unless he had a more active
and coplous Imagination than most
men. One hae only to think of the
vasf number of characters created
by Dickens to realise that if he did
not have this power he would have
been one of the most boring of
novelists. He had in addition thes
comie spirit in a degree very highiy
devéloped.  'To read a novel by Dic-
kens Is lke entering a new world—a
world in which there is tremendous
bustle and life and radiant energy.
Dickens i3 really one of the great
creative minds: in literature. He
really did create characters who are
very real to us. We feel that we
have known them when we read of
them. One never quite gives up the
hope that one may some day meet
Mr. Pickwick. He has insensibly
joined the band of one’s real friends.
Chesterton has sald that Dickens
could make a minor character just
cross the stage, and he had such
vitality of mind that this character
became gquite distinet from  other
characters and could be remembered
a8 a distinet being. No one could
do that without vast powers of ima-
gination.

I remember a reminiscence

con-
tained In an old magazine  fbout
how Dickens was talking at the

house of a friend to a stranger he
had met there for the first time and
Whose charaeteristics he had ot
previously known. They were beth
standing by the fireplace and their
features were most distinet, After
4 time the observer noticed that
Dickens had himself developed a lsp
which was exactly the counterpart
of that of the other man. His facial
expression corresponded remarkably
to the facial changes of the stranger.
Dickens had. by a power of sympa-
thetic imagination, begun to live in
the other man’s place. All this was
unconscious., The cbserver had no
doubt about it, It explains how
Dickens was able to liye his charac-

ters by a powerful act of Imagina-

tlon. But for this to happen the
Imagination had to be there. He
had his faults as a man. ‘There are

contemporaries of Dickens who were
not very sympathetic fo him. Some

thought him a little too wvulgarly
fond of display, He wore loud
clothes. He flaunted his success.
He was egotistical. He quarrelled
aver matters of money with his pub-
lishers. There were other {aults.
But he was a great worker, He

tolled incessantly. He was one of
the most hard-worked men who ever
lved. This was the opinion of
Chesterton, and it was not an opi-
nion hard to come by, He wags cer-
tainly a great, restless and creative
mind, joyous in success, with many
human frallities.

Now the question seems be
ralsed whether Dickens was sane.
This suggestion is made in the latest
biography of Dickens by Mr. Julian
Symons In the English Novelists
serfes.  Dickens is made to conform
to a type of man described by Pro-
fessor Emil Kraepelin in his book
entitled “Manic-Depressive Insanity
and Paranoia,” The deseription
might fit any number of men who
have great energy in creation and
who have an abnormal abundance of
ideas. It is not pessible for any
Sensible man to convict Dickens of
being a manic-depressive, The label-
ling of butterflies can be done with
ease. It Is a matter of shape ang
markings. It is not possible to do
S0 In the matter of minds Wwhich, in
addition to some qualities, have
others which take them out of a de-
fined category. One ecan imagine
what wonderful work Dickens would
have done if he had the opportunity
of putting into a novel some of these
strange professors and their devoted
diseiples. We would certainly have
had one of his best and most read-
able books. It might not have been
better than the Plekwick Papers
but 1t certainly would have been
widely devastating. One remem-
bers Brewning’s “Mr, Sludge the
Medium” and shudders at the des-
truetive energy which Dickens would
have brought to bear upon his cha-
racterization of these rash psycho-
logists and psyche-analysts.

to
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I’I\TIE wedding took place recently
of Mr. M, G. T, Mangalagama,
& prominent UN.P. and soelal

SEr-
vice worker and Chairman of the
V.C., Kinlgoda Korale, Kegalle, to

Miss Nimala Indatissa, another Pro-

minent UNP. and social service
worker of Dehiwala. At a largely-
attended reception glven by her

parents, prominent members of the
U.N.P. were present,

The bridal pArty were piven many

weleomes and' receptions on their
way to Kegalle. Amongst those who
weleomed the couple, were Mr, N, H.

Keerthiratne, M.P,, the Vice-Chalr-
man, and members of the V.C.
Those who attested the register

LEAGUER WEDS

were Mr. B, de 8, Jayasingha, JP,
Chalrman e, Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia, and Muhandiram D, A. de
Costa. The bride was given away
by an uncle of hers, Mr, Marshall de
Sllva, Proprietary Planter of Galle,
Lady Jayasundera and Mrs, C. N.
Hapugalle, were amonest those who
wera present, from’ the Women's
League,

The father of the bride, Mr, I. W.
W. Indatissa, a Licenced Surveyor
and Leveler, is also an  energetie
member of the UNP, and s the
Vice-President of the Wellawatte-
Galklssa Electoral Association, and
Is also the Becretary of the Sur-
veyor's Institute of Ceylon,

5 ~
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“Law College
Activities -

(From Our I,:n; College

(1) New Admissions.

There has been an unprecedented
number of entries this year to the
College, perhaps due to certain
amendments regarding entrance
qualificatlons e.g. A pass in Latin at
the 8:8.C, or Matrlculation examina-
tions for admission of Proctor stu-
dents is removed.

Dug to the unwieldy number, the
class is divided Into two, each with
a roll of over 100 students.

(2) Ramanayaka Fund,

The Law Students’ Unlon 15 tak-
ing the greatest interest to help this
valuable cause. Already subscrip-
tions are been collected, and the
Tesponse has been splendid.

(3) Ceylon Law Students’ Union.

A serles of lectures has  been
arranged for the benefit of the
members, on the Eeonomy of
Ceylon.

The first lecture was entitled to
“The Condition of our Economy” by
A_ B. Perere Esq.. Advocate.

Correspondent)

!
28th November.

“Bome Aspects of dur Economf®”
by Mr. N, U. Jayawardens. Deputy
Governor, Central Bank of Qeylon.
3rd December.

“Some Problems of sur Economy”

by Mr. €. Loganathan, Manager,
Bank of Ceylon, Forelgn Depart-
ment,

(4) Selection of Law College De-
bating Team, for 1951-1952,
Apademic Year.

There was keen competition, T pre-
sume more than 25 participated at
the trifl debate. The selection was
ag follows:—

The team to represent Law Col-
lege against The Ceylon University,

Messrs. F. R, Dias, Stanley Tilla-
karatna, A, R, Aslrwatham.

The following will represent Law
College against the Y.M.C.A. Forum,

Messrs. B. Devarajan, 8. Kana-
garathinam, Hamilton Abey-
wickrama.

THE GOVERNMENT BUILDS
BORSTAL INSTITUTES

WE are indeed fortunate in
seeing that the Govern-
ment has taken steps to build
up-to-date borstal institutes in
solving the very serious pro-
blem of increasing juvenile
delinguents. No longer will
these delinquents be put info
the harmful atmosphere of an
adult prison where the delin-
quent gets no correctional
treatment but gets a thorough
education in growing up info
an experienced criminal and be a
threat to the society. No longer will
the magistrate be compelled to ac-
quit the delinguent on acgcount of
overcrowded borstal camps.

It is a faet that juvenile delln-
quency is mostly due to poverty and
slum conditions. When children are
neglected by thelr parents and re-
ceives no love and affection  from
them it is no wonder that their
interests towards delingueney be-
come deepened.

Even in America a country which
is far ahead of Ceylon In its econo-
mie and soeial position, Juvenile
delinquency is prevalent. The case
nf Cella Cooney in America is an
example of the cause of this univer-
sal problem. She had baffled the
police carrying out many robberies.
and was only caught when she was
twenty and a married woman.

She was named the bobbed-hatred

bandit and was a source of enter-
talnment to the public who FeCOE-=
nised her as a bandlt, of money, sex,

But when at

erime and mystery.
last she wag caught with her male
companton it was a pitiable girl with
a pitiable story and & horrible eurse
on twentieth century Amerjea

were liliterate and
New  York

Her parents

poor. ‘They Hved In

Celia was the youngest of thelr
children. Five years before Celia
was born her father was summoned
to Court on a charge of drunkenness.
At this stage her elder brothers and
siaters were taken Into the custody
of ‘a Children’s Society. Celia was
sent to beg In the streets. When-
ever people gave her any money it
was used by her father o drink, At
the age of fifteen she was a child-
labourer in Brooklyn where she used
to assoeiate sailors at night. Then
she committed a series of robberies
and was a notorlous figure in  ecri-
minal history. But at the age of
twenty when an expectant mother

she was caught by the police and
condemned to prison.
“New

In a newspaperp called the
York World", appeared an editorial
on Celia written by Walter Lippman
with this concluding paragraph:

“Her crimes are on our heads
to0. . .. None could leave Iless
room for doubt that Celia Cooney
is a produet of this city, of its
neglect and its carelessness of its
indifference and its undercurrents
of misery. We recommend her
story to the pulpits of New York,
to the school men of New ¥York, to
the law-makers of New York, to
the soclal workers of New York, to
those who are tempted to boast of
its wealth, its magnificence, and
its power.”

What probably we would have had
ta say about Ceylon must have been
much the same if our far-seeing
Government had not taken import-
ant steps to erect the much-needed

borstal camps, And what's more,
this should open the eyes of those
who accuse the present Government

of being’ very slow.
M. P. T. JAYASINGHE,

Ananda College,
Colombo,

Catc]’i«ng : i
by
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Catering at its very Best

CEYLON COLD STORES LTD.

Hardware

Cement

“ Pound Mark >’ Roofing Tiles
Momi & Plywood Chests

Aluminium Lining

Food Grains

Etchuseb o

Always in stock and at most Competitive

Prices

JAFFERJEE BROTHERS

PRINCE STREET,
PETTAH, COLOMBO.

161,

Tale: 3895/4863
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Glass curting and engraving i 48 old established Britol
craft demanding the highest skill

Famous for quality, oo, are Bristol Cigarcttes. The
ceason is not far o seck. You will find it in the
Blending, the flavour and the satisfaction of every

Be INDEPENDENT ...

Own your own business sawing wood the

WITTE WAY.

THE WITTE LOG AND TREE SAW

Felling timber with this sturdy 3 H. P. machine is
the medern, economical way. Easily moved and
operated fthe whole outfit is contained in one
compact unit. It consists of a 5 foot cross-cut
saw and a belt driven 24 inch circular saw,
Burns 11 gallons of fuel per 10 hours.

DELIVERY FROM STOCK.

UNITED TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT LTD.

457, Union Place, Colombo 2
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THE NEW MACHIAVELLI OR

THE

MEGALOMANIAC

POWER SEEKER

THE STORY SO FAR: Dompe-
singhe, the descendani of a long
tine of opportunists, who had en-
riched themselves by serving the
foreign conguerors of their coun-
try, takes sto politics, joins the
Government party, leaves it when
he sees his ambition to be Premier
frustrated, and allies himsell with
the Leftisis, With mnarrow reli-
gious and racial eries he hopes to
sweep the polls, bat the elections
leave him with only fourteen fol-
lowers, five of whom leave soon
afterwards for the ruling party.
After the elections a grave .ruﬂber
crisis  brings Ceylon into conflict
with the U.S.A, but the Premier,
Diya Sena, refuses io give in .o
the U.S.A., and hacked by Britain
and the whole Commonwealth,
Ceylon continues to enjoy the
right to export rubber to any
country she wishes. The rubber
crisis is- followed by the threat of
world war. The Leftists declare
that their pelicy wounld depend
upon who was the aggressor if war
broke out. Their ally, Dompe-
singhe, hastily advertised the
information that his policy on this
matter would be identical with the
Leftists, but when the threat of
war became acute, he did what
was expected of him, that is, he
quickly changed sides. stating
that, if war broke out, he would
be on the side of the Democracies.

CHAPTER IV

NO words could describe the asto-

nishment of the whole world at
the amazing collapse of the Krem-
lin's plans for war. It was imposal-
ple to imagine Stalin and his crew
sueeumbing so ignominiously to &
Western ultimatum. What was the
seeret weapon with which the West
had frightened the Kremlin? When
the truth leaked out through® the
Russian censorship it became ap-
parent to the rest of the world that
even an iron dictatorship depended
in the last resort, upon the will of
the people. Stalin had to bow 1o
the will of his pecple, who did not
want war. And how did they show
it? It was the women of Russia
who started the rumpus. To begin
with, hundreds of women committed
sulelde as & protfst against their
menfolk being sent fo the slanghter-
Thouse of war and thousands ol wo-
men openly threatened to  commit
siicide themselves if the Eremilin
forced the issue to the point of war.
Meanwhlle, for the first time In the
history of Red Russia a general
strike was organised in the heavy
industries and the armament indus-
tries. Violenee broke ont when the
Secret Police attempted to break the
strike by arresting the ring-leaders.
Thousands of members of the Secret
Police organisation were done to
death and a revolutionary temper

began  to  spread throughout the
country. It soon became obvious to
the sinister group of men in the

Kremlin that war would bring with
it the end of their regime. That was
how the fourth world war was pre-
vented,

Meanwhile,

in Ceylon the war
that did not come off had its little
repercussion in the local politieal
field, The defeetion of Dompe-

e e

singhe from the common front he
had agreed to form with the Lettists
in the matter of his party’s allgnment
if war broke out left him without a
his own meagre following
Al the Arst meeting of
after the world crisis
a lone wolf,
at amid the united
ruling party and his
whom

un-

he had betrayed in the
prineipled manner In which he had
garlier betrayed the raling party of
which he had once formed a part
There was nio more pathetie Dgure
in Parliament. Having o all
intents and purposes, eommitted
political suicide, he seemed to have
nothing more to do excepi to resign
from publie life, retreat to his estate
and library and betake himself to a
literary ecareer, for which he was
eminently ftted,

But thls was not to be. He, for
the first time in his life, showed
eourage. He refused to admit de-
feat. Weeks passed. The country
wondered what he would do. Then
suddenly he gave the answer to that
question, He announced that he
had decided to form a new Rarty.
It was to be a middle-class party
exclusively. It was a party devoted
to the proteetion of the interests of
landiords, mercantile clerks, estate
clerks, stenographers, bank clerks,
small landowners, minor building
eontractors, small businessmen and
governmeni  servants of the junior
grades. With this heterogeneous
collection of incompatibles he hoped
to form a followlng (with power to
add to their numbers) which would
at least make him a power In the
land, even if it did nol take him
richt to the top. It was the middle-
classes who made Mussolini and
Hitler, and Dompesinghe had very
zood (from his paoint of view) models
to follow. He hoped, however, to
avoid a situation which would visit
upon his  own head the disaster
which overtook them.

When the aims and objects of his
party were announced the blatantly
Fascist nature of his programme ag
pnee roused the Leftists agalnst
him. Foremopst in the attack was
Dr. Marvin de Zoysa, an orator with

a portentous vocabulary and an
amazing command of invective.
Even Dompesinghe, great orator

though  he was, found himself no
mateh for this Leftist firebrand,
who was all the more formidable In
that he always used the cleanest
weapons with which to attack the
Faseist.

The situation thus ereated by the
formation of the new pariy was a
source of endless amusement to the
ruling party, who now watched the
unequal contest  (unequal  for
Dompesinghe) from a point of van-
tage sinece the violent quarrel be-
tween the erstwhile allies was going
to benefit them (the ruling party)
and not either of the participants in
the politieal dispute which now
raged with unabated heat through
the length and breadth of the

Island. The whole middle-class
(with the exception of a few con-
yvinced Communists) abandoned

Leftist organisation for the ranks of
the local Mussolini. The fury of the
Leftists at this turn of events could
searcely be controlied and they
henceforth devoted their whole
efforts to the denunciation of the
new party and its leader, whom
they regarded as an unprincipled
monster when they compared him
wm'-l the prime movers of the ruling
party,

(To be continued),

By Stanley Morrison
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Heirlooms of History=—I9 |

ROCK TEMPLES OF |
DAMBULLA

rock temples of Dam-

bulla are the most exten-
sive in the Island, the most
perfect of the kind and the
most ancient and in the high-
est state of preservation and
order among the heirlooms of

history.

Dambulla, & village in Padeniya-
wasam of Pallesiyapattu, Matale
North, was a Buddhist settlement
before the Christian era as shown
by an inseription eon the overhang-
ing rock above the entrance to the

_first cave temple. It is in  Asoka
charageters which Muller attributes
to Mahacula Tissa (76-62 B.C.) who
was adopted by Wattagaminl. The
most conspicuous object is the great
rock 1,118 feet above sea level. On
this rock is a collection of temples
whieh gives this place celebrity.
Dambullagala as the roek is named
conslsts of vast caverns on the south
side at a height of above five
hundred feet above the plains. The
approach to them is up the Eastern
shelving extremity of the rock and
through an archway of masonry.
apparently. a modern construction-
an attempt at construetion totally
out  of character with the place.
The scene on entering is imposing
though weird and grotesgue.

King Walagambahu's Hiding
Place -

The rock. a solitary mass which
rizes from the plains to a height of
about five hundred feet is about a
mile in ecircumference. Near the
summit is a series of eaverns which
in the mnatural state, according to
tradition, were selected as hiding-
places by King Walagam Bahu upon
his being driven by the Malabar
invaders from his throne at  Anu-
radhapura in the fArst century B.C.
After fifteen years of exile he re-
gained his throne and in gratitude
for the protection they had afford-
ed  him, transformed them into
temples. There 15 noticeable a
strange mizture of Brahaman and
Buddhist images and pietures, Some
of the frescoes are nearly 2,000 years
pld. The figure of Vishnu in wood
stands opposite to & Teeumbent
figure of Buddha which is 47 feet
long, carved out of the solid rock
within the Maharaja Vihare the
largest and grandest of all. Through
the modern archway of masonry
narrow platform  of solid rock
is reached enclosed by a low wall,
shaded by frees and containing in
it3 area a eistern holding rain water,
a small temple and a bo-tree,

Colossal Images

The interior of the temple 13 hid
externally by a wall rather more
than 400 feet long perforated with a
number of doors and windows.
Contalned therein are two fAgures of
Buddha and a meat dagoba. The
figures are well executed and brilli-
antly painted and most of them are
as large or larger than the ordinary
alze of man, In fact, they are of
herole proportions. The roof and
sides of the rock are painted in
bright colours and {lluminated with
a number of figures chiefly of
Buddha. The general effect of the

whole
pretty.

The distance from the approach
platform to the Vihare within the
cavern Is about fifty feet long and
twenty-five feet wide and its

Is exceedingly striking and I|
- -

sheltering roof which drips rapidly |

inwards 15 about thinty feet  high.
The next vlhare known as Alut
Vihare, is about the height of the
shelving roof and is separated part-
ly by an abutting rock and partly by
& masonry wall in which there is a
door of communication. Among the®
many flzures 15 one of the = recum-
bent Buddha which is 35 feet long
and well proportioned. “Its face 1s
handsome, and its expression of
countenance remarkably placed and
bomg‘qﬁnt". says Davy the first
European to wvisit the place In his
deseription of this ylhare, Towards
the western end of the temple is a
well-executed figure of King Kirtl
8rl, the last great benefactor of
Dambulla, in his robes of state,

A

By B.R.J.O.

The Maha Raja Vibare

The Maha Raja Vihare surpasses
in slze and effect the other two
temples. It is about 190 feet long
and 90 feet wide and 45 feet high.
It contains 53 images including that
of Maitri Deviyo the suceessor to
Gautama Buddha, the coming
Messiah, besides statues of Vishnu,
Saman and Nata Deviyos. The
statues of King Walagam Bahu and
King Nissanka Malla stand near the
outer wall at opposite ends of the
temple, the former being the earligst
benefactor of Dambulla. At the
eastern extremity the walls of the
tethple are covered with  paintings
illustrating  the history of Ceylon
beginning with' the explolts of
Vijaya, the first King, the voyage of
the hero being represented by a boat
surrounded by sea  monsters. The
dedieation of the island te Buddha,

after the arrival of the Relie, is
figured by a King guidinga
plough, drawn. by &  pair

of elephants, attended by
priests. ete. Towards the eastern
end of the temple there is. a  per-
petnal dripping of water that filters
through the rock from the hollows
on the summit of the roeck which are
supplied by rain. The water as it
drops 1s <¢aught in an earthers
vessel placed for the purpose in a
small square enclosure sunk In the
floor and is considered sacred. Then
there {5 the Devaraja Vihare so call-
ed because the God Vishnu is sup-
posed to have aided In the con-
struction of the principal Image.
There are several other images
including one of Vishnu all of the
ordinary size, but the architecture
and paintings are not so striking as
in the Maharaja Vihare. On the
overhanging ledge over the entrance
is an inscription, the translation of
which 15 as follows:

“The Great Cave of the Great
King Gamini Tissa, beloved of the
Gods, is given to the priesthood
n{ the four gquarters present and
absgnt."

importers & Stockists :

116/118,

Telegrams,
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“* Finance "

CHETTINAD CORPORATION
FOR
All Your Requirements of Hardware etc.

of Galv.
paints and colours : wirenails : barbed wire,
galv. pipings. B. |. sheets and plates.
Constructional steels of all descriptions such
as Rounds, Flats, Squares, Joists, Channels &
Angles.

And all kinds of Estate supplies as Aluminium
Tea 'Chest linings, hoops, ete. etc.

Chettinad Corporation Ltd.

LTD.

sheets, asbestos sheets, cements,

Street, Colombo,
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CEYLON

H C 00, LT Dn
Australia Buildings
COLOMBO

Exporters of Tea, Rubber, Copra, Coconut
Oil, Poonac, Desiccated Coconut,
Charcoal, Cinnamon and all other

Ceylon Produce.

Importers of Chemicals, Steel, Packing Mate-

rials, Foodstuffs, Spirits, etc,, ete.

Shipping Agents for The East Asiatic Co.,
Ltd., Copenhagen, Isbrandisen Co.,
. Inc., New York. Polish Ocean Lines,

Gdynia.

Insurance Agents for Commercial Union As-

surance Co., Ltd., London.

Surveyors

Agents for General Superintendence

Co., Ltd., Geneva.

Cables : Nolyec P. O. Box 161.

Telephone : 4276 & 4277

THE AMAZING®
JOWETT JAVELIN

DESIGNED TO SUCCEED ALL OVER THE WORLD

iake a good look swhen it passes ygou

HIRE PURCHASE TE.RMS ARRANGED

THE 11JLITRE JOWETT JAVELIN

APPROXIMATELY 2933 M,P.C UNDER
AVERAGE CONDITIONS

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Sole Agents:-

WalkerdGreigld

DARLEY ROAD, COLOMBO.
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J BRITISH OIL ENGINES I |
(EXPORT) LTD. . i
| | i
SOLE CONCESSIONAIRES FOR THE EXPORT SALE OF | -I
|
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OIL ENGINES vl
Mc LAREN /BRUSH 127, 44 & 55 KILOWATT [ 1 .;
SELF CONTAINED GENERATING SETS .

I

Il
LEADERS OF “
THEIR CLASS

ILLUSTRATING
THE M ILAREN/BRUSH 55 KW
L GEMERATING FLANT

CAPACITY 55 KILOWATTS

VOLTAGE 400/440
CHARACTERISTICS 3 PHASE, 50 CYCLES, 4 WIRE

0.8 POWER FACTOR

EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD DELIVERY IS
AVAILABLE FOR THE ABOVE SETS.

FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS APPLY

Qi Pt

S There 1& a type for all cars and trucks.
Telephone i " j = Colombo
= HOARES - e
4 Hng} LA w; HQ. 3 Works,l I w ALKER SB,NS & CO-, LTD, |

[ .
encer Ernest Towssaint, on bekalf of Mr Rober: Woerasingh af the United National Party. ' |
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