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Obligation To The Old

> Tho_se persons who olden with age form a distinct catego f)’:
" At what age does one become old? This has been apt_a%;
‘long enquiry. However, by common consent, the six l_!le :
y.!.ill‘ has been, for all purposes, adopted as the age at whic
“one is considered to have become old.

The sixtieth anniversary of the birth of a person, as an
‘occasion of rejoicing, is popularly called the [?l?mond
Jubilee. That day signals the starting peint of senility.

In Government Serviee, the age limit is sixty: ?erhaps
it is felt that fecbleness sets in then and urges retirement
from work.
 Then there isthe milestone, three score ycars and ten.
Septuagenarians, should they enjoy the grace of God. a.ﬂer- ten
more tiresome years, becoms entitled to the proud distinction—
Octogenarians: :

Now these genarians also become a burden on society

shouldthey be so unfortunate as tc be left in the lurch tby their

off spring.  Henee the establishment of “HOMES FOR
THE AGED"’ .

The homes for the hapless have a history of their own.
In foreign countries, these establishments have aequired
universal recognition as real welfare centers.

-But inour little country the story ismnot altogether
encouraging. Whatever it may be, we wonder what the sons
and daughters of those secking shelter in alien homes  think
of this developrent. Certainly they would not disown their
parents when the divison of inheritance creates a problem.

Obiligation to [parents begins with blrth and remains till
death. Here in Hindu homes it is unwritten law; 1t is the
corner stone of culture.

At this point, we wish to invite the attention of our
readers. to an excerpt from a memorandum submitted by the
Rural Development Society of Mallakam to an organization
in Paris that is concerned with those attacked by deficiency
of the necessaries of life. :

The extract appears below.

; - Hae * *

October, 17. A day of destiny, nay of dedication that reminds
the entirety of humanity of the need to be constantly thinking
of those sttacked by deficiency of the necessaries of life.
Here in the Northern Peninsula of Sri Lanka, far away from the
forum ef'the Human Rights and Liberties in thedistant Plaza, in
the celebrated country where man first made a fruitful attempt
O reorganize civic living, there does exist the misery of
indigence, ina manner that remains jnexplicable.

The old and the infirm arc a band of silent sufferers who
though having had the best of luxurious means of livelihood
in their hey-days blessed with sons and danghters who
thrive on paternal donations, yet have been cast into the
limbo of forgotten things. Ingratitude in this direction has
yet to be identified asa heinous crime, an unpardonable
atrocity, a wickendnes in high circles,

There are Homes for the Aged, but how far they respond
to the call of the inmates isa quzstion best left uninswered.
Proper care of this Papags and Mammas has not yet been

>

definedland regulations for the executives have not been
exbaustively made by even the most modern  Home For
the Aged.

These invalids, these survivors of the Bibilical Three Score
and Ten limit, require assimilating food not merely for their
shrunken bowels but even for their thoughts. They have to
be kept clean [in body and soul, and should be constantly
and adequately refreshed by bits of nourishment - diet and
thought,

Personal individual care in the manner of Sister Mary Theresa
has to be organised and carried out

All these ambitious ide1s require organisational skill
personnel which in turn wonld need
money in investment,

and
a considerable sum of

The Mallakam Rural Davelopment Society would be only too
pleased if this msssageof S. 0, S g réad in front of the
Commemorative stone in Paris, that sanctified place of
remembrance and commitment, and shall wait for any helpful
suggestions of aid’’, —(O)— < '
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