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“GREAT EMPIRES AND

LITTLE MINDS?”

T - ——

r

Viscount Montgomery has abandoned
his Pacific journey, to return post-haste
to London, in a way which looks as
though the Government had notified
him that ooce again they had changed
their minds about the minimum size of

i the Armed Forces, No economy looks
J ~ more tempting to a people whom ‘the

s
!

2

~ * historian Napier characterized long azo

as warslike but not military. The British

- always, as by some fatal inner law of

their being, immediately after great

- exertions and valour have brought them

decisive military victory, take their

. Army to pieces and reduce their dofen-

ces to such alow level asto invite a
new aggression. Yet the world has never
lacked agaressive and expansive Powers,
or foreign statesmen who, when they sit
in council, gauge very exactly hoth the
resources and the temper of Great
Britain, as a Power which has been for

. so long the main champion of the orderly

olittion of the world.
- There are pechaps still some military
economies that can be effected, In
Palestine the time has surely come to
work much more closely with the
Arabs, and fo enable the Arabs to take
a much greater patt in the defence and
palicing of what' remains basically an
Arab country, after our thirty years of a
mistaken and disastrons | experiment,
The Jewish terrorists are not the most
important people who will take advan-
tage of any flagging or faltering, and the
Gm{qrumaﬂt should clearly recoznize
that in the military field economies now
will  be paid for very dearly.

Lookers-an ses most of the game, and
it is salutary to read the comments on
Britain in American newspapers that
have always been friendly to this

ﬁ}:qﬂﬂ‘try, ta see how clearly we appear

rom a distance as a people with admit-

_ tedly serious material precccupations,
= but primarily in danger of

becoming
eafeebled and losing our  grip through
weaknesses that are not niaterial but
moral. Inthe most famous story of
decline in buman history, the ancient
Romans lost their early wvictue and the |
Koman population became a byword as |
a people who only asked to be fed and
amused while the weight of the State

ferred to other shoulders. Bul that
Roman population was the population
of a single privileged city, It was not
the population of Italy,

When we reflect how much we meant
to the peoples of Europe through the
years of the war, how we heartened'
them, tald them to hald fast and
endure, tald them that we wounld
break the apparently irresistible Ger.
man might and how we wouald then,
with our Allies, restore Europe, we
must reject the more craven counsels

' The Constituent Assembly and
the Question of Conversions

The Christian Community must have
vead with relief from the daily papers
that Clause No. 17 in the Fundamental
Rights concerning conversion by force
or fraud or by undue influence, and con-
versions of minors, which had been the
subject of long discussion in the Consti-
tuent Assembly at the end of the April
Session has  been dropped completely
from the list of Fundamental Rights, |
think a few details concerning  this
clause and the circumstances that led to

which suggest that we should now
throw in ouwr hand, saying that our
standard of living must come first,

that we are sorry not to be able to
play a bigger part in the world, but that
our first preoccupation is how to live at
a certain level without any undue exer-
tions, This generation has been en-
conraged continually to raize its no.
tions of what isa tolerable minimum
and its demands at hoth ends of lifs and
in the middie. The calt of the common
man has claimed too much reward for
merely existing,

1f the progressive abandonment of
our leading position in the world was
metely the price that had to be paid for
comfort and security at home, no doubt
a great many people, especially in a
phase of fatigue, would be in * Favour of
paying it, That, however; is not at all
the position, Power and comlort are not
alternatives. What standacd of living
we -enjoy, what security we knaw, |
depend directly upon what sort of world
it is outside these shores. We have at
lang last learnt, as have also the Ameri-
cans learat, that we can find no safety
in isolation or passivity. Our only futnre
lies in taking the most aclive part in
the politics and economics of the world,
and we cannot do that if we bring
nothing, have neither clear objectives
and ideals to which we are genuinely
faithful, nor Armed Forces, nor the
ability to grant material aid, It will
be much less dangerous to contront the
psychological problem at bome now
than to try to buy a little mare time by
drawing in our horns and abandoning in
instalments our imperial and foreign

and the tasks of Empire were trans-

policy.—Tablet, Aug, 2nd, 1947,

No part of the duties of occu-
pation is more odious than the
patrolling of Palestine. The hon-
esty of British intentions in India
and Burma is now admitted with
some surprise, by those who had
formerly been "most confidently
critical, but British conluct in
Palestine is still pgrossly misre-
presented and grossly misunder-
stood. This is partly the result
of lavishly: financed and unscru-
pulous propaganda, but partly
the result of the fundamental {al-
sity of the British position. The
history of our commitments in
Palestine is involved and tedious,
but nothing .can reconcile the
promises that were given to the
Arabs and the [ews.

nothing can excuse the conduct of |

" PALES

TINE

the militant Jews, It is deeply
regreftable” that anti-Semitism
should be rife among the occupy-
ing troeps, but it is gnite incvita-
ble. ‘Nothing could be more
fatuous than the suggestion that
an enlizhtened Army education
would persuade soldiers
the evil and folly of
ism. What the soldiers
that the Jewish population of
Palestine shelters an army of as-
sassins, and that a proportion UI'I
Jews, the world over, finances a|
policy of defamation, bringing
cruel suffering on wretched Jewish
women and children for the base !
end of scoring a propaganda point.
The trade in coffin ships to Pal

to see
anti-Semit-

5E€ 15

iqually, | estinc is as vile as the slave trade,
|and the [act that it is inspired by

its being, droppad will interest your
readers. The clause as it was drawn up
ariginally by the Advisory Committee
on Fundamental Rights stood thus :
“Conversions from one religion to an
other by coercion or undue influence
will not be recognized by Law,” Many
amendments to this were proposed dur-
ing the April session, One amendment
by Mr. Munshi was the addition of the
wards “and couversions of minors nnder
the age of 18.” The clause as presented
to the Constituent Assembly in April
tan thus :

“Conversions from one religion to an-
other by coercion or frand or by undue
influence, as well as conversions of min
ors under the ape of 18 will not be re-
cognized by Law.,” The Christian
Members of the Constituent Assembly
added a further proviso so as to make
the Clause read as follows : “'‘Conver-
sions from owe religion to another by
coercion or fraud or undue infllience

| and conversions of minars under the age

of 18 without the consent of the parents
or guardians will not be recognized by
law,” As | said hefore this subject led
to heated discussion in the Assembly
and finally it was referred back to the

Advizsory Committee for further discus- |

sion and rewording.

The reaction of the Christian Com-
munity to the proposed amendment of
Mr. Munshi was quick and unhesitating.
They lecked upon this uoncenditional
prohibition of the conversion of minors
as a serious interference of the right
already assured in Clause 13 “freely to
profess, practice and propagate reli-
gion.! Numerous protests and resolu-
tions were sent to the Christian mem-
bers of the Assembly and also to the
President. The question was expecled
to come up in the July ‘:_Session of the
Assembly. Ta prepare for this,
Christian and Anglo-Indian members of
the Assembly prepared a memarandum
to be addressed to Sardar Patel, the
Chairman of the Advisory Committee.
They not only objected to the relpnfinn
of Mr. Munshi's amendment without
qualification, but also asked that the
expression ‘undue influence' should also
be omitted asit was very vague and
apen to abusive interpretation so that
evey the most legitimate works of sogial
amelioration could he declared to be an
exercise of ‘undue intlugnce,! This nie-
morandom was drawn up after a meats
ing of all the Christian members in the

s does nothing at
Hitler was also

racial lanatic
all to ¢

xcuse

a racial fanatic.
“The villainy yvou teach me I
shall execute.,
And it shall go hard but 1 will
better the example.”
— Round the World.

the |

—Fr. J. D’Souza, S.J.

room of Dr. H. C. Mukerjee, the ack-
nowledged leader of the Christian Group
and Vice-President of the Constituent
Assembly. It was sizned by all the In.
dian Christian members as well as by
the Anglo-Indian members and given to
the Secretary of the Assembly to be
submitted to Sardar Patel. Copies of it
were later given to all the members of
the Advisory Commitlee.

The question however was not sattled
duringhe July session, Lawyers told
us that it would be difficult to get the
words ‘undue influence' omitted as they
were a recognized legal expression prac-
tically equivalant to ‘coercion’, in dhe
law of contracts, Moreaver there was
a strong feeling among large sections of
the House that conversions were made
from political’ motives and that there-
fore legislation limiting them in 50me
way was essential. Christian mambers
had therefore serious misgivings as o
the final outcome of the discussion when
the matter was taken up in the Augost
Session. Some of them went abont
among their friends explaining the logic
of the stand taken by the Christian
group.,  Dr. Muokerjee and Dr. Alban
D)'Souza were particularly active, In
fairness to Mr. Munshi I must say that
he showed himself sympathetic to the
Christian point of view and promised to
do his best to meet our wishes. When
the Advisory Committee met, Sardar
Patel himself proposed that the entire
clause might be omitted as it contained
a rather obvious doctrine since no- ope
really bad any difference of opinion con-.
cerning the illegality of forced conver-
sions and as the present law - was quite
adequate to deal with the matter. The
question of Mr. Munshi's amendment
was not raised at all. )

This decision had to be approved by
the full House, There were dissentient
voices and one or two provoking speech-
es were made, But Sardar Patel handled
the situation with great tact and secured
the practically unanimousy approbation
of the omission of the clause,

Fears have been expressed that the
total omission of a ruling of this point
might leave the field open tp Pravincial
legislatures to pass restrictive measures
and that it might have been more pru-
dent to secure the explicit permission
for the conversion of minors with the
consent of parents or guardians. Emin-
ent lawyers however are of opiuion that
this matter pertains to Fundamental
Rights and must be tackled by the Cen-
tre alone and that in particular the dis-
cussions which preceded the decision o
omit the clause express clearly the
mind of the Assembly that no further
legislation is necessary, If any Provin-
cial Legislature shounld take this up, the
Christian Community will have the
right to appeal to the Federal Counrt for
the protection of its rights.

I am aware that in some Indian States
there is restrictive legislation in regard
to the right to make converts. 1f these
States accede to the Union as they have
already dooe and others are likely to do,
‘then they will have to acecept the decla-
ration of Fundamental Rights as part
of the condition of accession and thus
they too will bave to come in line with
federal law on this matter. [ trust it
may be possible for Missionaries Jton-
cerned to approach the State authorities

(Continued on Page 4.) .
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FINANCIAL WNEWS

The Mandging Committee of The
Jaffna Diocesan Provident Society Litd.
beg to announce that they are p_}r_(‘-]mr!.'d‘
to lenf Money on propetty situated
within the Urban Council limits at
6 per cant. per annum -_irl:;h-:a.] of 7 pet
cet, per annum as has hitherto been the
rate,

For further partjculars apply to :

The Hony. SECRETARY,
Jaffna Diocesan Provident Society Ltd,
Catholic Club, Jaffna.
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Fil. ws 3 8. Theresa L |
SAT, . 4 S, Francis of Assisi.

" SUN." .8 19 P.—S. Placidus.
MOM, q6 S, Brona.
TUES. & 7 HOLY ROSARY.
WED, .. 8 S, Bridget,
THURS{... 9 S, John Leon.
FRI, .18 8. Froacis Bor.
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THE JAFFNA AIR-SERVICE

A few months ago we started
a campaign for a civilian air-
service to Jaffna and we stated
_ that we intended to keep up the
campaign until final success
should have crowned our efforts.
That success is now within reach
as by the middle of this month
. at inland service to Trincomalee
and Colombo will be in opera-
tion and soon after a setvice to
Madras, It is for us a source of
happiness to be in_ the position
to thank both the Hindu Organ
and the Morning Star for the
‘support they have given. ‘All of
us can “rejoice. :
« We did not expect success so
soon and we realize that had it
‘not been for the floods the use
of the Jaffna air-field for civilian
purposes would still be mainly
hypothetical. Even this statement
« calls for qualification as those of
* us who have made ita point to
‘contact Mr. L. 5. B. Perera, the
Ditector of Civil Aviation, can
" testify. He has been on the job
for months with only one con-
cern, to provide the air-service
‘as quickly, as cheaply as possible
and to anticipate and obviate
* every snag. He is putting on
the best planes and the most
highly experienced pilots backed
with the soundest of recommen-
dations. Tt is a pleasant duty to
voice our sincere thanks to him
and in this public fashion.

Quite frankly one of the main
reasons perhaps why we did not
get our air-service earlier was
the reputation we have acquired
for making a fetish of safety first
and of being impervious to new
ideas. In this connection it may
be of use to record the official
report on Civil Aviation in India
for the first half of this year,
We are quoting from last Tues.
day’s issue of the Madras Hindu.
‘The public demand for air-travel

facilities is increasing....,. the in-
ternal - air-services  maintained
their clean accident-free record
of operations and there were no
accidents to any scheduled ajr.
craft during the period under
review,’

The moral is that {t d
entirely on  ourselves
the service isto co

ynderstand that the

be. tried oupt tor & month:

s

|111‘|‘)|1c' suppart is
we anticip

an

the
this we
shall econfound

as we confounded
way every section o
tion took to the use of
when it was made available

re

e et~ AR
|

| 1OTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOSE

Gospel
(8t, Matthew: Ch.22: 1.14),
And Jesus once more spoke to them
in parables;
here is an image, He said,
of the Kingdom of heaven;
there was once a king,
who held a marriage feast for his son,
and sent out hiz servants
with & sommons
to all those whom he had invited
3 to the wedding;
but they would not'come.
Then he sent other saryants
with'a fresh summons,
bidding them tell those
who had been invited,
By this, [ have prepared my feast,
the oxen have been killed.
and the fatlings,
all is ready now;
come to the wedding,

But still they paid no head,
and went off on other errands,
one to his farm in the country,

and another to his trading;

and the rest laid hands upon his servants,
and insulted apd killed them.

The king fell intoa rage

when he beard of it,

and =ent out his troops to put those

murderers to death,
and burn their city.

After this he said to his servants,
Here is the marriage feast all ready,
- land those who had been invited

have proved unworthy of it.

You must go ont into the street corners,
and invite all whom you find there
to the wedding. .
And his servants
went out into the streets,
where they mustered all they could find,
rogues and honest men together;
and so the wedding bad its

full tale of guests.

But when the king came in tao
look at the company,

he saw a man there

wha bad no wedding-garment on:
My friend, he said,
How didst thou come to be here
without a wedding-garment ?
And be made no reply,
Whereupon the king said to his servants,
Bind him hand and foot,
and cast him out into the darkness,
where there shall be weeping,
and gnashing of teeth.
Many are called, but few are chosen,

Notes on the Gospel of the
19th Sunday After Pentecost
(Communicated.)

(1) In this parable; the King is our
heavenly Father, Who has espoused
His Son to the Church, The marriage
banquet is 2 symbol of the boly ban-
quet, communion. The servants sent
ftnlinvite the guests are our bishops and !
ipriests. The guests are all baptised
Catholics. The choice morsel of the
banqguat is nothing less: than the Body
and Blood of Our Lord,

(2) In His infinitely wise plan of crea-
tion, God gave each class of creature g
form of nutrition, suitable to its nature.

The Plant, throngh its roots st min- |
|F“‘!-‘3' and assimilates them; the antmal, |
|u1 turn lives on the plant: and man,
| inally lives through the assimilation of
i both plant and animal,

L (3) Batt soul of man, which is|
nade tot age of God must have a|
nutrition suitable to its bature also. The |

lgoul must feed on God, I'bat is why

Our Lord ipstituted the Holy Enchat.
fut, iread of Life,'

wish that we
o :ia\lr'i\-, as we
s0n of the
bich was the
lites; and

setricity |

|
|

# famous controversy, regard-
ions required far frequent
3 ymmunion was &sel at rest
decree of the saintly Fope Plus
ordinge to it :  “frequent and

nmunfon, so earnestly desired
it and the Church should be

to all the faithful.,”
{8) The dscree furtber states: ''no

ay be denied it, who'is in a state

with a right and devout intention.”

| (7) A right intention consists in this ;
| "that he should do so, notiout of routine
| or vain glory or human respect, but for
the purpose of pleasing God, of being
more closely united with Him by char-
ity, and of seeking this divine remedy
for his weakness and defects.”

(8) Invitations are marks of love and
esteem. Their importance is measured
in proportion to the rank of official
standing of him, who extends the invi-
tation. Did we but know the honour
and blessings, which the King of Kings
offers us, how ardently we would hasten
to receive the Heavenly Gift !

(9) It is shocking to note, in today's
Gospel, that many rejected the invita-
tion. We have been among those in-
vited guests. Have we
jcheerfully 7 How many times bave
we rejected the invitation !

appeared without a wedding garment !
He came to the

sonl.

sanctifying grace. He was silent, when

'a and approdches the Holy Table |

responded

(10) And worse still, one of the guests

Eucharistic Banguet
with the stain of grievous sin upon his
A pgood confession would have
restored to him the stainless garment of

fquestioned, as there is no excuse for it.

is neglected, there the faith is gradually
lost. One who recites the Hosary can=
not forget the mysteries of the Redar_ﬂp._ 3
tion, for the Rosary prayers containa
summary of Catholic  Dactrine, and
embrace ail that one should believe, =,
hope for, love and practice, The Rosary
15 & perfeet catechism. It teaches
Christian truths exactly and completely,

| )
| Truly we may say that the Rnsg:fv_
contains an infallible means for obtamn-
ing heaven, Our Lady made the fal-

lowing promises to St. Dorninic and Bd,
Alanus in favour of those devoted to
Her Rosary :—
1. To all those who shall recite my
Rosary devoutly, | promise my special
protection and very great graces, . §
2. Tbose who shall persevere in the
recitation of my Rosary will receive
some signal graces.
3. The Rosary will bea very power-
ful armour against hell; it will destroy
vice, deliver from sin and dispel heresy,
4. The Rosary will make virtue and
good works flourish, and will obtain for
souls the most abundant Divine mer-
cies; it will substitute in hearts love ol
‘God for love of the werld, and elevate
them to desire heavenly and eternal
goods. Oh, that souls would sanctify
themselves by this means ! K

5. Those who trust themselves to
me through the Rosary will not perish.

6. Those who shall recite my Rosa-
ry piously, considering® its mysteries, _
will not be overwhelmed by misfortune,
nor die a bad death. The sioner will be
converted; the just will grow in grace
and become worthy of sterpal life,

7. Those truly devoted to my Rosa-
ry shall not die without the consolation:

St. Luke’s Guild, Colombo

GOLD MASS 1947

The Feast of St, Luke, the Annual
Heunion and Annual Geperal Meeting
of St. Luke's Guild, will take place on

House, General Hospital, Colombo. All
Dactors and their families are invited.
¥ PROGRAMME

7-30 a.m. Mass and sermon at St.
Peter's House, Chapel,
by the Right Revd, Dr.
lgoatius Glennie. 5.5, Bi-
shop of Trincomalee.

8-30 a.m. Reunion and Breakfast in

j the Parlour of St, Peter's
House, '
9-30 a,m. Annual General Meeting.
(a) Reading of minutes of
last Annnal General Meet-
ing. A
(b) Annual Report and state.
) ment of accounts.
(c) Presidential Address.
(a) Election of Office-Bearers
for 1947-48.

L.
s

2.

3,

(Lond.) Knight of St. Gregary, will
preside.

Devotion to the
Holy Rosary

The month of October is the month
of the Holy Rosary. Hell, enraged
against the Church, has at different
times made fatal assaults on her. But
onr Lord, who is the head of the Church,
has always come to her aid and, bas
been pleased, through His Holy Mother,
to crush the head of the infernal serpent.
St. Dominic was pleading for the
conversion of the Albigensian haretics,
when Our Lady appeared to him, in the
year 1206 and spoke these -mvsterious
words : “this soil will always be barren,
until rain falls upon it.” This rain was
the devation of the Holy Rosary, which
She taught him then, and which he
preached far and wide. The feast of
the Holy Rosary was instituted to com-
memorate the victory of Christianity at
the battle of Lepanto on 7th October
1571, The victory was brought about
thtough the recitation of tha osary,
In thanksgiving for another victory over
the Same foes, in Hungary in 1716, the
feast was extended to the whole Church,
On 11th February 1853, Our Lady ap-~
peared at Lourdes, holding a Rosary in
her fingers; and her message to St. Ber-
tadette and through her to the whole
world was :  "Pray the Rosary for the
conversion of sinners,”

r Father "give

1r daily bread." |

Wherever the Rosary is cherished,
J_E:e Catholic faith is still in its vigour.
On tha other hand, wherever the Rosary

Sunday 12th October 1947, at St.Peter's

Professor W.A.E. Kawanaratne, M.D-t

er of Agriculture and Lands,

of Commerce and Trade.

of Posts and _'.l'elauommunicmign':

ister Without Portfolie,

of the Church or withont grace.
B, Those who shall recite my Kosa
will find during their life and at th
death the light of God, the Fulness
His grace and will share in the meri
of the blessed. :
9. I will deliver very promptly om
purgatory ths sonls devoted to my Ro
sary.
10. The true children of my
will enjoy great glory in heaven.
11, What you shall ask through my

Rosary you shall obtain.
12. Those who propagate my
will obtain through me _gi‘d" -in
necessities. 5 =

13. 1 have obtained ’tom my Son.
that all the members of the Rosa g
fraternity shall have for their i :
sors in lile and death the sai
heaven.

15. Those who recite my Ro
faitbfully are all my belaved child:
the brothers and sisters of Jesus (
15. Devotion to my Resary is a sr
cial sign of predestination.

C.W.M. SERIES.
- —

Mr. Senanl'!jralt&,
Cghinet Assume Poy

After Mr, D. S. Senanay.
Cabinet members were
Queen's House, Colombo,
que was issued from ¢
Office formally announcing tha C
personnel and the eight Parliamentar
Secretaries so far selected. d
The following appointments, sai
communique, bave been made by
Excellency the Govarnor : — '
Mr. D. S, Senanayake ta he Pri
Minister, »
Mr.S. W. R. D, Bavdaranaike ta'h
Minister of Health and Local G
ment.
Mr. George E. de Silva to ba
of Industries, Industrial Resea
Fisheries.
Col. J. L. Kotelawala
of Transport and Works. 3
Mr. J. R, Jayawardene ta be Ministar
of Finance. :
j_St;r Oliver Goonetilleke t
of Home Affairs & Rural Develapm, R
Mr, T. B. Jayah to he _M'inispg,r“:%' '
Labour and Social Seryice, To
Major E. A, Nugaweal iister.
of Edjuca,tiom b a#u % N__!lmatu.
Mr, Dudley Senanayake to be Minist-

-

cal -G.air_aru'q‘»_‘

Minister
rch and

ta be Minist

o be Mini_ste._i-- .

Mr, C. S\Jnlh’ﬂ!’alinggm-[o he Minister
Mr. R.A, :

Mr. C. Sittampalam to be M
Mr. R. 8. 8, Gunawar

dana to be M
e .-_;\._?

LB N§ ™™ o W
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Secretary, Ministry of Justice,
M S, Kariapper to be Parliamen.
seretary, Ministry of Home Af-

E. Goonesinha to be Parlia-
Secretaty, Ministry of Labont

: . M. 5. Ismail ‘to be Parlia-
ary Secretary, Ministry ol Food

| Co-operative [Indertaking.
L} M. H. de 7, Siriwardane to bs Par-
i entary Secretary, Ministry of Indus
%szﬂustnal Research and Fisberies.
Simon Abeyawickreme to be Par-
ﬁﬁi’mﬂl&h Secretary, Ministry of Trans-

: and Works.

fr. . P. Jayasporiya to be'Parlia-
ry Sacrataw, Mmlsnv of Posts

2 B;;Bmfhafs are kindly invited to be
t at the HG[,‘J Mass said for them
. Joseph's Chapel at 6-30 am.
will be General Absolution
~ Mass. The wusual monthly
tmg will be held at St. Aloysius’

lall at 5-30 p.m. Finally the Feast
come to a close ‘at 7 p.m. with the
ﬁnuﬁchtm of the Blessed Sacrament.

month Pldnary Indulgences can be
B onthesa dates :—2, 4, 5, (2),6

Ncms .—Gonfessmn. Cummumon.
othe Cathedral and prayer for
Yope’s Intenlmns.

MI-, Rector of St. Joseph's College
Colombo, has returned to the Island by

i Wednesday Sept. Z4. Father
spent a three months' holiday
the United Kingdom and the
yulinent.

~ G.S.S.C. (Eng.) Examination—
iy 1947.—The pass list of Catbolic
ghuols in the Peninsula. The follow-
candidates have secured Exemption
he London Matric by obtaining
t passes in their referred subjects :
St. Patrick's College, Jaffna :—G.
nsus, M. C. Francis, B. Rayappu,
'S. 1. L. Stanislavs, ].T. Xavier, J.C.
,thnshnn.
Haoly Family Convent,
AR R. Jobopillai.

“The following candidates have com-
‘pleted the S.5.C. by passing in their
referred subjects :

t. Patrick's College, Jaffna : —D. A,
‘Masillamany, S. W. Perera, V. P. Se.
bastian, S. Saminathan.

St. Henry's College, llavalai: —C. K.
‘Thurairstnam, K. Punniyamoorthy, S.
A. Peter.

Holy Family Convent, llavalai :—S,
Ponnampalam. ,

Rabies.— A notification dated Sapt.
1, issned by the Government Agent,
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Northern Province and published in the |

Govt. Gazette of Sept. 26 proclaims the
Jaffna District in the N.i'. as an area
within which rabies exists.

Any dog found in any public place or
road or any other place other than a|
private building compound or garden
within the limits of the said District and
not being tied up or led is liable to be
destroyed forthwith.

This proclamation will be in force for
a period of six months from Sept.1 1947,

Amalgamation of D R.O's Divi.
sions.— By a notification dated Zfth
Sept., 1947 Hig E xcellency tha Govern- |
or has amalgamated the Divisional Re-
venue Divisions of Delft and of the
{elands into one Divisional Revenue Of-
ficer’s Division to be called and known
as the Divisional Revenue Officer’s Di-
* yision of the Islands. The proclama-

tion took effect on the first day of Oet, |

1947.

Urban Councll Gives a Civic

Reception to Dr. Giepnie. - His

]

Glennie, S.]., Bishop of Trincomalee,
was accorded a Civic Recep#on by the
Urban Counecil of Trincomales.  Mr. S,

earge K. de Silva to be Parlia- .'M' Manikkarajab, the Chairman, gar-|elaborately in
introduced |

landed His Lordship and
him to the members ol the Council
and prominent residents of the town.

In his welcome address the Chairman |
rejoiced over the fact of His Lordship's |
elevation to the high office and espe-|
cially over the consecration bsing per-
formegd in  Trincomalee itself, [He ex-
pressed his  gratitude for what
Roman Catholic Church hbad done to
Trincomalee for the last two centuries.
He lurther solicited the Bishop's sup-
port to supply some of the towns
pressing religious, educational and social
needs like the provision of higher edn-
cational facilities for children, a home
for the aged and ministration to the
sick at the Civil Hospital by nursing
sisters.

His Lordship in his reply said that
he had that day witnessed the truth of
what he had heard from the visitors
about the cordiality and hespitality of
the people of Trincomalee, He pro-

social conditions of the people of Trin-
comales and to achieve the other aims
mentioned in the Chairman's address.

The Incorporated Law Society
of Ceylon.—The September Mesting
of the Council of the Law Society of

turday. The President, Mr. Sam J. C.

Kadirgamar, presided.
Colombo, Kandy, Kurunoegalle, Gam-
pola, Hatton, Matale, Avisawella, Pana-
dura,
present.,

Among the matters dealt with were
the following i —

The Budget for the half year
31st December, 1947, was passed in
terms of the recommendations of the
‘| Finance Committee subject to certain
modifications. The President's propo-
sals as to organising a system of Free
Legal Assistance to poor persons was
referred to the Standing Committee on
Legislation and Procedure far report
Mr, Lyn Fernando’s motion as to the
erection of permanent Headqnarters
was rBfEKBd to Standing Committee on
Eleadqumers.

At the previous Meeting the announce-
ment by the President of the Incorpora-
tion of the Law Society by Ordinance
No. 33 of 1947 with Disciplinary and
other powers and an annual grant of
Rs. 50,000 was greeted with applause,

Onp the proposal of Mr. E.GG. Jonklaas
(Gampola) Vice-President, seconded by

vote of appreciation of the endeavours
of the President Mr. S. ], C. Kadirga-
mar and the Secretary Mr, Valentine S.
Perera in securing incorporation and

| finance was -passed unanimcusly all
standing. 1 i

The Apnnal General Meeting was
fixed for 15th Nowvember, 1947, on

which date 1t is also proposed to hold

the Annual Dinner of the Society,

Ceylon's Negative Trade Bal-
ance.—From the beginoing of the
current y year a complete reversal of

trade position has taken place, With
the exception of April, with a favoura-
ble trade balance of Hs. 6 millions every

| balance. The position for the balf year
lending i1 June 1947, shows a negative
| balance of Rs. 99,619,894, Two reasons
may be adduted to explain the deficit
of Rs. 100 millions in our trading ac-
count, (a) the great drop in the price
| paid for rubber. (b) the dislocation
caused by the strikes in June which have
been estimated to have cost the- Island
Hs. 50 milliens in expotts,— 'Ceylon
Trade Journal.”

Religion and Politics are In-

|separahie.——ln a stirring address on
the Galle Face Green on Sept. 28 LD,

| Donald Soper said, ""The Christian reli
| gious programme has |.;m to start In
Politics.” 1l anybody said that reli

and politics should not ba mixe

lasked them not to listen to him hecayss
| the person who said so did not know
what he was talking about. A Christian,

if he were true to his faith, sha |||' praf

: his everyday

'hiﬂ- social dnd his political activitie
well., They could not sepatate the tv

| Sapling to Greet loary ‘dem-.r-
an.—The 600th' birthday of the Lniv

ersity of Pragus is coming off an July 7

Lotdship the Right Revd. Dr. lgnatius |

the |

mised to do all he could to better the|

. | Ceylon was held at Hulftsdorp last Sa- |

Members from |

Kalutara and Balapitiya were |

ending |

Mr. J. A, W. Kannangara (Kalutara)a |

Ceylon's war-time favourable foreign |

month of 1947 has registered an adverse |
| 'and rlea ) sympathy with human pature;

Our six=-year
Ceylon will send
600 year old
addresses,

19410, old
har o
valeran in
e

in Latin
mounted

whi

Paliistan Gois
|Vaceine from Coyl

of

An

| quest Mr. Liagt whan,

| Premier of :'d kistan for 2% lakhs of anti-

| Ehalera vaccine bulbs the Ceylon Goy.|”
ernment through the Migistry of Health|
| bas despatched 5,000 bulbs by air and :
has promised to send 5,000 bulhs perl

weelk till the demand far them in Pakie-
tan eases, It would appear that all the
available supply of anti-Cholera vaceine
in Iodia and Pakistan is insufficient (ol
cope with the requirements for mass
inoculation to check the disease,

Nobel Prize Nominees, - \Mahat-
ma (shandi, President Edward Benes of
Czechoslovakia and Sir John Boyd Orr
British Director General of the World
Food and Agriculture Organisation are
among the hkely candidates for this
year's Nohel Peace Prize named in the
Oslo evening newepaper “Dagaladet! of
Sept 19. Ghandi is pamed first by the
paper which mentions a number of other
“possibles,'

Charchill The Writer.—3ost
people are familiar with the spoken word
of Winston Churchill and will remember
his stirring  speeches during the late
war, But what of Churchill as a writer ?
Guy Eden gave his impressions of Mr.
Churchill's works in tha B.B.C's Over-
seds Service,

“His writings”, said Eden, “are fine
land vivid, They say with great preci-
| sion just what they set out to say......
They are firfely phrased, full of leatning,
and they contain great beauty of expres-
sian ..., Mr. Churchill has a reputation
for using rather ususual words, This,
it seams ta me, is founded on the fact
that he has a rich vocabulary on which
he draws from time to time—but only
when no simple and everyday word will
aceurately- and precisely express his
meaning. Some of the most memorable

.....of his writings are cemposed of the
simplest, most everyday words and
expressed in the most straightforward
mAanner...... Churchill uses humour,
dramatic phrase, the stark expression,
the long sentence, the short sentence, to
weave a pattern...,..that expresses just
what he wants to convey to the reader
or the listener. And that surely is the
supreme test of the great use of words,
wheather spoken or written.

*‘His humour flashes out at upexpeet
ed moments......For instance at the end
of that most dramatic of all his wartime
speeches, in which he used the phrase
about fighting on Britain's beaches, and
<o on, against invasion, he sat down, and

what seemed completely incongruous
laughter ...... he said to those around
him; ‘All the same, 1 don't know what
we qhal[ fight with —ehoppers and brok-
en bottles, I suppose.’

“Vou must not think....that Churchill
nses the grand and rounded phrase all
the time. He's a master of good robust,
direct [inglish too. And even the slaqg
phrase and the colloquialism......His

thel;

o|mankind"

as he did so, there was a liftle ripple of

ﬁa A0 [,anslmu] sWarnmg
3 Albe Einstein, the fam-
id scientist, warned
chiefs of delegations te
ns that "the threat ef
wver humanity,”
ving countriss had =
. istrument to prevent a  war
extinction, provided the General As
ited Nations become a
and had the final say
|-;|i\'a.'\.>r;‘.‘_r3 Security Couri-
& ¢d in a letter published in
wled Nations' \World
e praposed that the General Asseme
by should its authority and
sibardinate the Security Council to ity
that delegates should be chosen by
popular election rather than by Goverd®
ment appointment, and that the General
Assembly should remain in permanent
session during the present “erisig!’ *
) According to Einstein the world facad
‘the gravest crisis in the histary of
and the General Assembly
was the only hody capable of ‘ending the
threat to the homan race.
“Mechanical Brain"’ Pilots a
Plane.—On Sunday the 22nd of brpt.,
the miracle of pilotless flying was pers
formed by a United States C-54 Sky-
master plane. T'aking off from Stephens-
ville, Newfoundland at 11 a.m. the
plane landed at Brigdenorton, England,
covering about 2,400 miles in about ten
hours and fifteen minutes. Throughout
the entire flight no human hand touched
the rcmtrols The Skymaster was gulded
by a mELhamcﬂl brain.'
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L
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Letters to the Edrtor

Mr. Siltampalam's Stand

Sir,—1 wish to inform the public that
as soon as 1 arrived in Colombo aftery
my election Mr. Senanayske invited ma
to join his Government in the event of
his being called upon to form a Govern-
ment, | have accepted his offer. My
acceplance is strictly in accordance with
my election pleddes which | renawed
most emphatically on the day befors:
the poll.

I remain an indapendam and [ have
no intention of ]mmng any partyas"

1 am, Sir,
Yours Obediently,
C. SITTAMPALAM,

M. P, Mannar.

58, Cotta Road,

Borella, 26th Sept., 1947,

TENDER NOTICE

The Deputy Food Controller, Jaflna will
receive tenders up to 12 noon url Tuasdif.
7th October 1947 for transport, rebagging
ete., of foodstuffs at the varions supply sta-
tions in the Jafna District for the period 1.
11-47 to 30-9-48.

2, Tenders should be made on form ahe
tainable on application from the Deputt
Food Controller (np to 12 noon on 6th Oct.
1947) from whomn all particalars on the subs
ject can be obtained,

3. A deposit of Ra, 100 will be requn‘nd

to be made either at the General Treasury,

Colombo or at any Kachcheri and a receipt
produced for same before any form of tend-
er is issned,

4. Tenders received in persaance of 1y
Gazette notification dated 3-7.47 god appears
ing in Government Gazette No, 9734 of 11.1-
47 have been rejected. Previous tenderers
ean make use of the deposit they have als

writing is very much like his :peak-
ing - rich and varied. And behind it all
lies great learning, painstaking research

—()bserver, Sept, 25.

In Memoriam

(el
Clarence Alagaraia
Singhanayagam

wha departed this life
‘th Oct. 1946

on

ferpiem High Mags at

Chureh

ready made.
|

-
M, SRIKHANTA, -
for Deputy Food Controller,

The Kachcheri,
llaﬁn'i 24th Sept.t,

1947,
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The former pastor of our Negro [13‘"
ish never ended a sermon or catechism
class without bringing in the imnc_lrtince
of singing. "If'a man bad a violin,” he
would say, “‘and the strisgs refused to
give out music, bhe would surely tear
them off and throw them away, My
children, the Church is the violin and
you are the strings. God made you for
the purpose of singing to Him and mak-
fhg sweet melodies to the Lord, That
is the main reason why He gave you
your tongue and voice, that you might
sing to Him in Church as the angels do |
in heaven. You are to take the place
of the angels on earth. [f you do not
use your tongue and voice to praise and
bless the Lord, He will become very
angry and tear you off from His holy
Church and cast you away.”

Our pastor had about a dozen such
compatisons, which he used year after
year. He made so profound ao impres-
sion on us children that we actually felt
he could not get along without us. |
remember coming home one afternoon
and anpouncing to mother that there
would be a High Mass at 6-15 next
morning. This meant she would have
ta wake us around 5-30, But the next
morning it rained heavily, and she did
not call us, When we discovered we
had missed a High Mass, we cried and
raised such a disturbance that she had
to whipsthe three of us to restore peace.
Mother at that tims was still a Protes-
tant and could not realize what Mass
meant to us, v
e At the age of nine | got the surprise
of my life. [ decided to go to the big
white Catholic church one Sunday
morningsto hear the white peonle sing.
I thought to myself, * [t must sound like
heaven when so many people sing to-
gether.” | went happily down the long
aisle to a corner pew reserved for col-
oured. But to my deep bewilderment,
when the priest entered the sanctuary
and infoned the Asperges, the large
congrepgation did not answer him with
that mighty peal of heavenly voices |
bad expected. The response éame thin-
Iy from the loft in the rear of the
church, Confused by the turn of events,
1 began looking around to see what had
happened. Everyone was busy telling
his beads or reading from a prayer book.
All seemed completely indifferent to
what was zoing on between the priest
in the sanctuary and the singers in the
loft.

“Why don't they sing "' 1 asked my-
self, Then I began to wonder if this
were really a Catholic church. It can't
be," I reasoned with myself. “If it
were, people would bave to sing and
offer their sacrifice with the priest, [t
must be a Protestant charch. No, it
can't be that, either, because they don't
have Mass. And besides, Protestants
always sing,”  Then the thought came
to me, “It must be that ‘skizmatic’
church that Sister told us ahout in
school. 5he said we would commit a
grave sin if we went ta if.,” And with
that thought, in mind, | got up and
rushed out,

Since mother was not yet a Cathaolic,
she could nat help me with such a diffj-
cult prablem. I went to our old neigh-
bour, Aunt Martha, from whom every-
body in the neighbaurhood asked advice, |
When I asked her if the church I had
been to was Catholic, she said Vas,

“Then why don’t they sing ' I asked
in astonishment,

“Child,” was her raply,
folks done lost the spirit,
they don't sing no more.”

Well, I didn’t quite un
I saw that the loss of the '
sotnething to de with nat
sing. In years to come [ was
the full meaning of that loss of spirit, |

The reader wil| perhaps wonder how a
whale congregation learned to sing High
Mass. Our pastor started the parish
with five adults, about 20 children, and
two Sisters who taught school in the
*thurch basement. When he discoveared
one of the Sisters was a music teaeher,

“the  white
That's why

he arranged the curriculum so that (he
children would have a half<hour three
iiu:u_es weslkly for choir practice. He
also invited adult parishioners to attend.

G fneg-‘tci

By A PARISHIONER
e —

In.a surprisingly short time they had

lgy in

Parish

and
unday,
= i

meamorized the Mass
were having [High M
Fortunately bolh Sisters 1
ces. They sang the Pro
and acted as a schola.

As the congregation and school grew,
so did the number of Sisters, and of
course that meant a few more vaices for
the schola. All children, whether in
grade or high school, were obliged to
attend the singing classes.

WWhen [ started school the whole par-
ish knew three Masses by heart, besid_es
the Requiem, and the Sisters had built
up a schola from the best voices in t}ie
parish. On Sundays so many white
Catholics began to come to our church
that they were crowding us out of our
pews, To complicate matters, some of
the visitors wounld refuse to sit 1n a pew
with ns. They would even sit at the
end of a pew and refuse tolet us in.
When my pastor heard of this he called
up the pastors of several of the white
churches and complained of such con-
duct. Socon public announcements were
made in the churches, asking membets
not to crowd us out of our own church,
Some of the pastors also started inquir-
ing why their parishioners went to the
Negro church when they had Mass in
their own church at the same hour,
The vsual answer given, romour had it,
was the beauty of the singing in the
coloured church. They had never heard
anything likeit. Some of the visitors
event went as far as to ask our pastor
to put a few chairs in the back of the
church for them.

Neither were the coloured Methodists
and Baptists strangers to our church,
for they soon discovered that our con-
gregational singing was far more beau-
tiful than theirs. Although they could
not understand the Latin, the beauty of
the Gregorian melodies enchanted them.
It was no usual sight to see a dozen or
two Protestants, including deacons and
other officials, attending our High Mass
on Sundavs and holydays, In fact,
some of them wounld attend our church
first and their own afterwards,

Finally one of the preachers heard
about this, and decided to stop such dis-
loyalty by giving a blisterigg sermon
about people being lured away by the
wiles of popery.” Buot he made a fatal
blynder at the very statt by asking one of
his old “sisters” how she could be so
blind as to let the Pope of Rome slip the
shackles of slavery on her, She happen-
ed to be one of those characters who is
never at a loss for an answer, never
bashful in ¥oicing opiuions on any mat-
ter. She got up and looked around to

1

er of the Mass

ses whether she was being supported by

the companions of her “guilt,” Several
“Amens” and nods reassured her. They
were encouraging her, for they knew
that not even the preacher could out-
talk “sister” Jones. p

“Revarend,” she said, "I goes down
dere to hear dat beautiful singing. And
my eyes sure leak water jnst from
hearin' 'em sing. You should go down,
too, sometime, Reverend, and just hum
some of dem melodies, It sho, would
improve your voice,”

At the remark about his voice, thera

were muflled sounds of laughter, and|
several not so muffled “Amens” of ap- |

proval. Incidentally, “sister” Jones and
about 20 of that group joined the
Chureh before they died, Mast of them

asked on their deathbeds for a priest. |

When we inguired why they wanted to

| become Catholic, the answer was always
| the same, “*Because that beautiful sing=

ing taught me ta love Jesus."

By the time my mother decided to
join the Church, we children had taught
ber the catechism, her prayers, and how

to sing two IMasses and a number of
hymns, Many athe children likewise
trained their pareuts (o enter, the
Church, When the parents began

going to chuy

: ch they felt right at home;
for ¢|lr‘y alb

to sing and pray
a5 if they had be-
es, I'be union of
cindled vigorous
could easily ignite

wWeal

the hearts of others.
Whern our
prigst toak his

pastor died, a younger
2. But his interests
other

divections than

Singing, '}
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|'Soon he eliminated the weekday high
Massas, Next he dropped those on

holydayse and finally he reduced the

i'ﬂumin_v IHigh Masses, Then he decid-
ed to do away with the choir practice in
| school, for the time could be used more
profitably.

Just recently I revisited my old patr-
| 1sh church, It was a Sunday morning
{and the pastor was saying a low Mass. |
The chorch was hallf empty; there was
not even a Mass server (and how we
used to fight for that privilege 1), Those
few elderly parishioners who tenacious-
ly bung on seemed listless and subdued,
The life bond that in days past had
united priest and people to the altar had
been severed. Thete came to my mind
the words of Aunt Matwa : “Child, they
done lost the spirit.”” - Yes, we had lost
the “spirit,” but through no fault of our
own, ‘Where once there were crowded
pews and proud, happy voices filling the
church, there now were empty seats
and an unnatural silence hanging like a
dense fog over the scattered congrega-
tion. [ have been told that our congre-
gation is now wandering from one white
church to another, where they are not
wanted, like sheep without a shepherd,
—Orate Fratres.

The Constituent
Assembly & Conversions

(Continued from Page 1.)

and show them the trend of events in
the Union of India and to get them to
correct their att'tude without trouble or
agitation,

There remains still one more point
that affects the Christian Community
which bas again been referred back to a
special committee. That is Clause 16
which states that in Government aided
institutions religious instruction =hall
not be compulsorily imposed on any
section. This bas been again referred
back because it seemed to certain mem-
bers that the wording left room for
doubt regarding Government’s adhesion
to the principle of strict religious neu-
trality. However this may be, I may
state at once that the intention of the
framers of this is not to prevent the
imparting of religious instruction in
denominational schools to members of
the faith that conducts the school. To
members of the Faith, the question of
compulsion does not arise. But it is
clear that religious instruction may not

tribute of warm appreciation for the
manner in which the Christian members
of the Constitusnt Assembly worked
together to secure satisfactory decisions
on so many controverted points. In
particular I trust I shall not be under*-
stood if 1 pay @ special tribute to Dr.,
Mukerjee whose frm stand on funda- o
mentals and great prestigs among Con-
gressmen of all ranks was mainly res-
ponsible for evercoming possible oppo-
sition. He was ably seconded’ in his
efforts by Dr. Alban D'Souza ol Bom-
bay and Mr. Wilsop of Madras. Our
gratitude is also due ta Mr, Munshi who
kept an open mind on the matter and
finally put the weight of his influence
in favour of the omission of the clanse.
Lastly we must pay unstinted tribute to
the tact, firmness and lairness with
which Sardar Patel managed these gues-
tions of the cultural and religious tights
of the minorities. It was only by the
method of friendly persopnal contact
that the Christian group was able ta_
gain sympathy for their point of view.
I can only trust that this experience
will further stimulate the spirit of co-
operation between tke majority commu-
nity and minorities whose future pros-
perity depends upon their Friendliness.
It is expected that the final session of
the Assembly for completing the task of
constitution-making will be called some-
time in November.—The New Leader.

ORDER NISI

Ix THE DisTrIcT COURT OF JARFNA.
In the matter of the estate aof the
late Nagaratnamma wife of Eiiatham -
by Kasippillai of Kaithady. Deceased.
Testamentary }
Jurisdiction, tto inie
Eliathamby Kasippillai of Achcheln. ;
V. P@_ﬁﬁﬁnﬂr_. -
Minor 1. Kasippillai Pararajasingham of
chehefu.
2, Kasinathar Velupillai of Kaithady.
3. Sinnachehipillai widow of Vela-
pillai of do. Respondents.
This mafter coming on for dispos:
Jbefore R. R. Selvadurai Esq:s,:q District
udge Jaffna on the 12th day of September
1947, in the presence of Mr, P. Casipillai
Proctor on the part of the petitioner and
the affidavit of the abovepamed petitioner
dated 7th September having been read :
It is declared that the said 2nd respondant
be appointed guardian-ad-litem over the said
Ist respondent and that letters of adminis-
tion over the estate of the said deceased be
issued to the petitioner ualess the respon-
deats or others shall on or before the 15th
day of October 1947 show sufficient cause t.
the satisfaction of this court to the contrary.
It is further ordered that the petitioner do
produce the minor 1st respondent in court
on the said date and the 2nd respondent the
proposed guardian-ad-litem do appear in
court in person on the said date. T
The 12th day of Sept. 1947.

be imposed upon those of another faith,
In conclusion I should like to pay a

Sgd. R. R.SELVADURAIL
District ]mjgg

Consult

44/ 19 Vauxhall

For all Building Works

M. SOOSAPILLAI & Co.,

BUILDERS & HOUSE DECORATORS

oy B
-

Street, Colomho 2,

- —

De—Airved Calicut Tiles

largest covering area fo
in the market,

PLEASE BOOK YOUR REQUIREMENTS EARLY

Sole Agents ;- J. CHERUBIM & BROTHER,

MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.

1Dy atl 39, Main S traet, [affna,
fain Steaai,

SPECIFY ‘UMBRELLA

at 5t, Toseph's Catholic Peass, Citho
iaflpa, oo Friday tbe ird October, 1947

MARK’

for your mew building

The weight of Tiles bas been reduced without impair-
ing their strength, so that our tiles have now the

weight ratio of any one

The Tiles meet the requirements of those who need
fu]! protection from wind and rain,
satisfactorily passed all tests made on them

and have

"’“.‘\"I“EF Premines

Printed and| I.';uniJlished for the Peoprietor by BASTIAMPILLAL iqﬁlm_ru.npmg—i;.

? '




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

