_ smendment

Or How

Does He

Ignore the Law

by Colvin R. de Silva

President J R, Jayawardena is
behaving like an absolute monorch
changed tha name of the Republic of Sri-

Lankat

already
He has

How many paople, ons wonders, chserved—and themaelv8
wosdered—»that, in the joint communique issued by Proairif-n:
J, B Jauyawardena and Prime Minigter Pham Van Deng o
‘tbe Haoislist Rapublio of Vietnam. fhe Rapublis of S# Lanks

was desigoated by "a new

name the

“Damooratic Bocialist

Republio of Sri Lanks™? When was the name of our Repuhlie

changed? How was it changad?

old to the-naw?

The conatitution nf. 8ri Lanka

in ika vary firsh seation, decla~
xes: Bri Lanka (Ceylen) is
a ren, Bovareign and Inde-
pendent Republic."

In the vary next section, it
ig dsolarsd;
of Sri Lonkx 1s a Unifary
State-""

_Aéd' geution 3 re!aﬂs; “In
the Bepublie of 8ri Lanka,

Boyersignty is in the Peopls

and inalienable™
And soit goes on. Thn name

‘His Own Fiat

‘So bow! Bimply by fiat of
President J. R. Jayawardena.
And remember, the communi-
gquo is ook some journalistic
exeroiso, Tt ia an official doous
menk,

THers is only one muthority
that ean change the mame of
the Bepublie of Bri Lanka
validly sod legally, That is
the National State Assembly

. — the supreme instrurant of

State powor of the Republio
hhrnagh which alone — unkil

Mr. Jayawardena’s Second
— the Sovereignty

“Ths Rapublio

Who changed it from the

of the People was exercised
Ouly N84, aeting by » two-
thirds majority of its mem—
bership, ean change the name
of the Republic. Only tha
NSA-—and no other institution
or pergon. Any other parson
or institution who or which
purpoerts to do. so, does .so
fmuduiently or decitfally—or
in gheer irrerponsible lavity.

One also wonders whether
there is even more—and worse
—to it than that. Was tha
sudden edoption of the mew
nn.mua. suhl-.la men.ns of our

* county
h”ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁms
Carter's oa_.mpq:gn against the
sooimlist countries on the
“buman nights and fresdoms”
guestion. To sounterpose to
the Bocialist Rapublic of Viet-
nam the "'Democratic Soclalist
Republic of 8ri Lanka" ia
indeed a olever, even subtle,
move, entirely in keeping with
the politioal ways of one who
olaimed im his inaugural
Presidential speech that Bri

‘Lanka is the {reest country in

the world. 8o fres, incedent=
ally, thab, at this moment of
writing, Mr. Jayawardena's
police bave refused permission
te Mr. Bernard Boyza, ULF=-
LSBP eandidate for Colombo
West, to hold » meeting ina

TWO PAMPHLETS

by
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long cusbomery place in Wella-
watte, beoause it is by the
rond-side and would thersfors
make crowd-aontrel diffienlt!
Bo free that, only the days
batk, the '"Daily News and
“Dinnming,’’ both directly
under the Prasident’s miniate-
rind sontrol, vefused to acoaph
an adverbisemedt of a publie
leeture.on the subject “Govern
meant: Offensive apaiost Oivil
Rights,” unless the words
"Government Offensive'” were
cut off, Hven there, one rops
n Jayawardena — typa joke
becaunsa the subject that would
have besn advertised wauld
have been; “Against Civil
Rights''l Bkilfal, is it not, 6o
make a mestiog for the defence
of oivil rights appear to bea
mesting 2gaiast civil righte?!
Of such is Jayawardena

s L e et L

Grnve‘ly Misleading

It is, of oourse, noc answer
to all thia that President Jaya-
wardena has & builk-in two
=thirds majority—five-sizths,
to bs excact—in the NSA, sand
a totally obedient majority at
that. He can, ol course, rush
through the NSA in a matfer
of a single sitting, anamended
name for the Republle, by
gimply pgetting the Cabinet,
over which he presides un-=
der his own “'Becond Amend-
ment,” to endorse the Bill
for the Taw: 'urgent in the
national interest'’. This in
fact was what he set about
doing with his Second Amend-
ment Bill. All this is true,
Bat, until he ses his majority
and puts the amended name
phrough the NSA as an amend
.ment (third or fonrth—what=
ever it is to be) to the Const~
itution, mneither he nor any-
body elee, a8 a person or
institution, has the right to
pratend that the vame of the
Republic of 8ri Lenka is the
“Damocratic Socialist Repub=
lic of Sri Lanka”

It is nobt .only wrong: it is
also gravely and misleadingly
ineorract. Tha Republic of Bri
Lumka sevbainly wae m ganiubs
parlinmantary democraey un=
dar the 1972 Conslibution;
and even though, with the 2ud
Ameadm¥nt of 1877, it is
moying aWay from demooraoy

‘the  constitution,

with gathering speed the Re<

publie of 8ri Lanka is afill a
kind of demoeracy with presi
dential autesraey huilt inko .
Buf, the Republic of 8ri
Lianks naver was and even
move, is nob & soctalist re-
publis!

To those who have eyes to.

gee, 01 rathisr, the understans
ding which  plone enables
“seeing" in such matlers, the
Republic of Sri Lanka is by
desoription in  Chapter V of
entiljad
“Princijples of State Polioy”
ebill & Republic which ia pled=
ged to carry forward the pro-
gressive advancement towards
the establishment in Sri
Lianks of a socinlist democrany,
the ohjeetives of which include
{among others)—

“The develnpmeutn{ sollect=
ive forms of propevty ench ag
State property or co"operative
property, in the mesas of pro-
ductions  distribution and
exchange as & means of ending
exploitation of man by man"’

Yet to Be
In the first place, what you
are pledged to advance g

elearly what hasnot yet been
sstublished and is still to be

established.
tomorrow; and

Today is nao

congtitotions
register, or rather, copsalidate,
what has been nehisved wnd
nob what is to be dchieved,
even though what is aimed
to be achieved ie stated — as
it-our Chaptaron *
of SL!i[“-l:_P__?_licy"-

Principles

Thug, we ara yer.tl.'l_l;la
socialist republic: we shill are
not. And cer aim iz '8 socia-
list democracy”. Tha lattar
phrage—a soientifically agour®
ake phrase — was, we may
say, carefully digeussed in ihﬁ'
commiftees of the Gnnstibm#
Assembly and delibﬂratal]r
wdopted by the ﬁon[klimaqt
Assembly. The UNP, led by
‘e Dudiey Senanayske amw*
ged 'h~  inelusion of (lis
Chapler

a8 eommitliog ks
Republic fte =
political programme. They did
not then| realize’ that] they
had in their ranks a futare
Prime Minister who would
teseh them to interpret the

perbizalar

(Condt: on Page 4)

FLOUR AND SUGAR PRICES

The Government is meking
gerious efforta to mislead fhe
public by talking about the
increase in tha price of flonr
and other graing in the Wes=
tern ocountries. The London
""HBoonomist'? of 18th February
1978 gives the le direct to this
falge propaganda. Tho price
of flony it states categerically
has fallen by 20 per ocent of
the priee of the high prices
prevalling in 1972-1973. And
farmers throughout the Unit=
ed Btates have organized
trmotor parades to  protest
against the fall in -prices of
wheat and other grains.. The
remedy of the American Gov-
ernment had been to limit the
acreage devoted to 'the produ-
tion of wheat by 20 per cent.
Other ggain produebion ie to
be ouf by 10 per cent. The

Government has . also. paid

substantial loans to farmers®
1, 2 billion dollars to wheat
farmers amd over 0§ billiom
dollars to other grain farnierse

Wheat stocks -in both the
main oxporting and importing
countries rosein 1977 to lavels
that thoy had not witnessed
for years. This is the eate”
gorioal observation of the
“Heonomist' of 25th Febr-
uary, 1978, Conseguently, the
price of & bushel of wheat in
the H.E,C. counfries has fona
ed the low figure of 2 dollars
and 80 cents in Augusty 1977«
Tiyery efforbis thersfore, being-
made by the United States
@overnment to work ouf agree
ments with Huropean farmers
fhrough the H.B.0. and obher
organizations in order:to sbaki=
lise the price of wheat and
other graing, To what exbent
these efforts will be erowned
with suecess has yet to be
seen,

{Qentd’ on Page 2)
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“THE LAP IS FRUITFUL YET...."

A GDR Film Referring to the case of
Kappler Unmasks Neofascism in the
FRG, -
S by
Dr. Gunter Queibler

The doeumentary film “Kennen Sie Kappler' (Do
youknow Kappler) by the team Dy Sabine Kating of the
G DR Television is o moving dosument. It shows which
extont a development has reached in the PRG that has
haan observed with an incressing international concern
for & long times

Who, as matters stand, should not know him this
man who atill &t present is called in Ttaly "“Fright from
Roma's B88-Obersturmbannfubrer Herbert IKappler,
chief of thy Gestapo in Roma, who in May 1944 ordered
te-kill 335 hostages in the Ardeatinean Caves near
Roma by shots at the base of the skull till the execution
commandog waded in blood. An officer of the B8 who,
had epgnac distributed among the hangmen and who

I Fhimself landed n hand at this action.

This man who was sentenced to penal servitude for
lifo by an Italian milibary court in: 1947 escaped with
the help of S8-companions to the FRG 30 years later.
The federal government of thls FRG refuses to extradite
him. BEverywhare in the world there is indignatfon ab
this. . .

For this man FRG citizens are asked in tha docu*

mentary, inhabitauts from Soltan, Kappler’s residence,
- _memhars—nand leaders of neonszi organizations on tha
ocoagion of parades in the towna of Osnabruck. Munich'
Turstenfeldbruck and Nuoremberg as well as delegates tio
the parby congress of Mr Stranb's Christian-8Bocial Union
in Munieh- The answers are shocking. Palliation and
defence of the war orimes, derision of the vietimg,
natlionalistic arroganee and aggressive anti-eommunism
in ena braath—all this is here quite frankly uttered
befora the eamera and miorophone and bringa with &
bang the realization how neofssecism is advanced by
manipulation. Tha film shows impressively the danger-
ousnese of it. The doocumentary, howaver, shows also
those demooratie and anti-fasaist, foroes who conrage-
onsly and resolutely oppose o the “Rotfronbverrecks-"
roaring (red fronk erosk) their determined '‘Faschisten
eanst” (fasalsta et outl).

8o this film goes far bayond the case of Kappler that
ounly pars pro toto stands for m system which does not
only tolerate suah a development -but sheer promotes it.
Fuorthermore the film demonstrates quite clearly: the
mather in question is not an unimportant marginal
indication, an up-to*date wave of Hiller nostalgis buk
serious eymptoms of a develepment that one day could
beoome extramely dangerous to the peoples in Europe
and all the world over. Oflisially one tries to make the
public beliava that hers some ineorrigible old nazis ned*

In reafity, however, they are .basked by inflaenfial

supportors, powerful prass comoerns, film distributors,
publishing houses that on behalf of the most reactionary
wing of the ruling olass in the FRG infiltrate the poison
of neonazism into men's brains by controlled measnres
withoub being bothered by polics and justise: Together
with the revenge associalions the now nesrly 130
neonazi organizations and institutions are the top of the
spear of those forees in the FRG who fight against the
policy of peace, delente and co-opsrabion. They wand
again & psriod ef cold war bacause they believe #o have
hetter chanoes for realizing sheir expansive objects in an
simosphere of viclenes und hatred.

The facks shown in bhis film are In sharp conkrast to
& dooument of the FRG government which was sent to
UNOin 1970 snd thel included the declaration that
the FRG government intended to taks sffeckive measur
#d againet neofaseisme This decument was intended 4o
have a soothing effsch on the peoplesin Europe, and
first of all on the FHG eitizens; bub method and ides-

diversion and palliations By the aid of this dosument
and other "mpologien’’ it Is intended te manipulate the

logy ars hehind it—and firet of all the attemph of .

public opinion with most varions meane—tbis is again
preved by the film. The older generation who them=
selves have experienced [ascism and war are to forget
that what has been once
What about the young generation in the FRG? From
what do they form their opinion of fagciam? What
gonception of history is imparted to t.harln nb s.chool
pepeacially sinca the parsieipation in the subjeet history
is now intended to bocoms “veluntary' ? Hitler films
ragords with Hitler's, Goehbal’s and Goring's speeches
and books on "'heroic dseds’* of the armed services do
not miss fire in any case. The comments mads by the
juveniles in this film tell their own tales.

Pha tenm Kabing, however, ic not only interested in
opinions. They produce iron-clad cares and have the
spectators participate in a field exercise of the “milit”

ary sports group Hoffmann''. People between 17 and

35 years prachice during their spare time eloss combat
with kicks into the belly and slabbiog and beating
around themselves, camouflage and “‘survivig aceor—
ding tio BA and S8 example. The eguipment is partly
taken by the Federal D-fenee Forces and partly by the
Hitler Wehrmuaehts, Hofiman, who has himgelf ealled
“Huhrer'. as well as the uther instructors are experi-
enced ‘‘old soldiers” of the Federal Defence Forces;
nearlyall of them have been mercenaries in Sonth
Rhodesia. "In osse of a eivil war we would bathe
right People'’, Hoffmann says “We have no seruples
to takeo action against communists. We comsider gur—
selves to be soldiers, to be a dike sgninst the rad
flood?™

This is alraady industricusly exercised by the group,
as the film clearly proves, when they brutally act
agninat demonstrating democrats and anti-fascists.
Rowdy gangs of this kind ean ba found everywhere in
the FRG: Only the group Hoffmann operates together
with some dozens of such asspeciations: Gaovernment
sgencies do not only tolerate these aotivities they make
common oause with the rowdy gangs.. During the last
weeks this resulted again and again from news thab
seriously eomplete and verify the message of the film.
Accordiog to these news the ‘'military sports group®’
Hofimann was shle to hold ibts first public meeting
under strong police gnard. Both the District Pra-
sident and the distriet government of Central Fran=
oonia refured the demoerats and anti-faseists to prohi-
bit this riotons meeting. Instead 200 policemen were
gent to keep in permanent wireless eontact with the

stewards'' of the Hoffmann-group and to esre together
with them fer soreening of the nazi mesting. .

. Mosh imprsesige are prebably thesa E¢quences show-
ing the rowdy gang at training and in actlon. It is
a obaracteristio featurs of the Katins-films to have
facts tell their own tale, bo use extramely fow comments
and %o imduce the spestator fo think and draw eon-
alusions.

This werking methed is also charaeteristio for sther
films preduced by the gronp Dr.Babine Katins like,
0 g, Wasdenkt der Bundesburger uber die DDR"
{Whab does the FRG oitizen think about the GDRX
or tha reperkings on Australis, Namibia, Sonth Rhode~
sla and Portugal.- In the GDR thesa films reaghed one
of tha largest numbers of spectators which eounld be
resorded at jouanalistio teleoasts during the Iash years.
They met with an extremelv lively response of speotat-
ors and press  As intervision broadeasts thers filme
wora teleonst into fhe sosialish countries, foreign
organizations anked for primis.

Also in their film ''Kennen Bie Kappler?’ the group
around Dr Eatine keeps consistently to their principle
fo exhamsh the many oppertumitien offered by a TV
reporiing. To = great exient this eomstijuien the
persuasive power of the film Tt is excellent how the
camera stalks vp o details im order 40 make lypieal
things visible. as o g., the skull badges on eap and
buekls or the black-white-red ties, or g it manages o
eapture im the neonazis’ faces falseness and brutalidy.
Hore the sequences spenk volumes, one fesls pardisanship
and even the camera man's braath. 4

The Ailm of ke group Dr. Katine proves unmistakas
bly how great the danger of a brown revival is im the
FRG, and which effects the fareish Infiltration by the
oapitalish mass media has already reached. The film
warns o bs on the alert.

—PANORAMA DDR

CIVIL RIGHTS MOYEMENT PROTESTS

“The Civil Rights Mevement of Szl Lanka {s

tly studying two important pieces of lagia

have siznifloant implicstione for the o&ﬂlnl:;::;:h:::
liberties of the paople Thess are the Parliament {(Powers
and ’rivileges) (Amendment) Law and the Special Presi<
dentiel Commissions of Inquiry Law, “says the Clvil

Richts Movement of 3ri Lanka in a sta

Press.

“The ORM will make avafla-
bla shorkly the resulta of its
gtudys In the mwesn bMme,
however, the ORM wishes fg

fement te the

record its grave comeern and
disappointment at the undne
haste with which these statn=
tes wers pmssed, whish has

precluded the publioc and orga®
nisations such se oura from
studying and commenting on
the mensures before they he-
eame law, Both Bills were
presented in the National
Btate Assembly only on the
80th of January 1978 The
Parlisment (Powers und Pri-
viloges) Amendment Bill was
passed on 1et Fehruary and
the Bpecial Presidential
OCommissions of Inguiry Bill

m_

was pasesd on the Tnd ef
Fobruary. Both Billa had
been eategorised by the Oabi-
net as “urgent in the natfonal
interest”, thus sirenmventing
the nsual eonstitutional requ=
iremend that a Pill must be
on the agends paper of the
Assembly for ab least seven
days hefore it is debated-
Representatives of ORM ried
to obtain copies of ths Bills
while they were being debatsd,

Flour and....
{Contd. from Page 1)

But the Government of Bri
Lanpka is striving to ocenceal
from the consnming publia the
naked trunth that the devalu-
ation of the Bupee by 100 per
eent is the truecause of the
inoreased eost of flour impert=
ed inbo thig country. We are
Unable to reap the banafiba of
the lower cost of arm produ*
cts in Hurops and America
beeanse of the stupid policy of
the Minister of Finsnce: the
100 per cent devaluation ol
tha currency. One noed nob
bs surprised, therefors, if be<
fora long flour and sugar prices
are jacked mp to meeb the
8xbra cost brooght abouft by
the devalation. The poor son-
sumer hae to pay for the folly
of an incompetent Govern-
ment.

but neither had been racelved
for sale to tha publio at the

Govarnment Publications

Bureau-

“Fven the regnirement of
geven days provided for inEhe
Coanstitation is grossly inguifi-
oient, as the CBM has had
oeoasion to peiet out Im the
past- The resert fo emergsncy
prosedura in respect af Bills
whick do not appear §o ba of
any pressing nrgemoy I8 amo-—
ther matter whish the ORM

has had osecasion to protest

sgainet, the most resent exam
-ple being the Beeond Amends
ment te bhe OConstitution,
which brought abont the far
reaching change of Intrpildni
a Presidantial form of govern»
ment, aud whish was roshed
through Parlisment as an
urgol_lh' measurs in Osctober

- 1977 althengh 1t osme luto

effact only mowrs tham $hree
monkhs laters

“The ORM wishen §o re~
iterate onee agaln that democ-
oraey dces mel mesn Bhat
poople are permitied to exer-
siso thelr vote onee every se
many years bak sra expested
te keep qulet In betwesn. True
demoorasy raquires that tha
people are emabled to pardici*
pate in bhe deelhicn making
prossss of governmant at avary
stage praotiesble, and an
spporiunity to consider, debate
and make repremsntations em
proposed legislatinn Is srucial
o this. Tndeed, this prinaipls
has besm exprensed im our
Constdution, which states
that

“The Btate shall sireng-
then and broadsn the deme-
eratio strucbure of Gavers
=ment and demooratio rights
of the people hy affording
all possible opportunities bo
the people o purticipate ak
every level in n:ilonal life

snd in governme ¢ .."
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REVOLUTIONARY IMPATIENCE

~ “An Impatient Revolutionary is a
Disaster--Both to themself and to the
LCause of Revolution!”

by N. M.

»

At a time when thers arg
8o many hot~heads who gee
revolutions round every corner
and who are ealling for revolu-
tions from every platform, i
is most instructive to read
soberly what one of the most
profound revelutionaries of
-pur time has written abbut
those who are suffering from
a nol=unnatural dicense oalled
ravolutionary impakisnce.
Comrade Troteky was the
guiding star of the Third Inter

=-national set up with the
‘benediction of Lanin himself.
Its fundamental task was to
advise and sssiat the young
‘Communist Parties which
started ppringing up in the
“wake of the suceessful Russian
Revolution. In his book, ‘'The
First Five Years of the Com-=
munigt International', Com-
made Freteky has set out with
his customary olarity the ad-
vioe be gave the comrades of
thres imporiant countries in
Hurops, namely Germany,
Franee and Italy.

All thres countries had ex-
- perignce of devaskating wars.
In all three countries ths
“working elass and the masses
~ genarally were sesthing with
‘discentent and broadly res-
ponmsive bo the kind of revolu-
“dionary change that eventua-
4ed fn the establishment of
the Hoviet Government in
Rugsla. Indeed, Lenin and
the other comrades at %he
‘head of he Bovies Government
-aagerly desired and anticipated
#ush revolutionary upsurges
in  the developed Western
-sountries. They were banking
on the success of these revo-
Qutions In order fo ensurs the
-ampeth flow of re~construction
~in backward Bussia- Actually,
ah the Third World Congress
of the Cominlern, Comrade
benin  bimsell remarked:
“Comrades, cur own position
isof course bad, bub il you
require anolher year or two
{for she revolution) we osn
wait."" Trotaky himself drew
atignbion to the faet that ab
thsd sime, German comrsdes
and & cumber of Italisn com-
radss regretted this statement
of Bénin ss almoss & betrayal
of tha proletarian revelubion.
Trotaky went on $o point out
tha) almest two years, had
‘slapsed sines the end of the
‘wae and they would be obliged
4o satend another moratorium
for bwo more years, in any
‘ease until the next Congress,
for $he expected revolubion.
IE was & matker of nndisguised
disappointment to the Russian
tenders that the year 1919,
the yearalterthe First World
War, ended withoot the expe~
-otad revolutions. Trotsky him
+goll says: "It was the year

PERERA

when the entira abructure of
Buropean Imperialism tobter-
od under the impact of the
greatost mass struggle of the
proletariat history, and
when we daily expected news
of the proclamation of the
Soviet Republic in Germany,
in France, in England and in

in

Italy.. The word 'Soviets'
became terrificully  popular;
everywherss these Soviets

were being organized. The
bourgecisie was at its wit's
end- The year 1919 was the
most critical year in the
history of the Buropean beur=
gooisie." Trotsky: '‘First Fiye
Years of the Commanist
International'’ page 193.

Canses of Failure

There were many clashes
particalarly in thess three
countries. But they all failed
to resch the climax of & reve~
lation, Trotsky did nob
hesitate to analyse the eauses
of these failures and o urge
the comrades ln thess countr-
igs to profit by the lessons of
these failures and prepars for
the propitious moment when
the power ef the bourgeoisie
could be everthrown: He
deaslt with eaoh oountry in
turn and did mot hesitate te
expose the mislakes each
Party made. In all thres
countries, ths OUommunist
Parties wers new. Their ex-
perience was limited and
oonseqnently they wera likely
to be earried away by the
effervesconee of the moment,

Lat us eonsider what Com-
rade Trotsky had 6o say nbout
$he situabion in sneh of thess
countries and why the Com-
munist Party in essh of them
failed.: In geneeal, be was
most insisient on exhorting
all the eomrades: ‘To learn the
ark of stroggle, an art which
by me means falle from the
skion like manns for the wor-
king elass sr itse Commanist
Party. The art of tactios and
strategy. the art of revoluti-
onary siruggle can be masterad
only through experiense,
through oriticlsm and sell=
eritieism." Btruggle was mob
a febish with Trotsky. *'We
desire mot only heroie struggle.
‘We desire first of all victory”,
asserbed Troteky with indig-
oant firmpess. *'During the
lIast lew yoars, we have seem
no faw herois stroggles inm
Furope,espesially in Germany.
We have seon in Italy large-
soale revolutionary mitruggles,
» oivil war with its unavoida-
ble sacrifices. Of courses, every
struggle does mot lead to
vistory. Defeata are inesea—
pable. Buok these defeats musk

nob come through the faulg

of our Party. Yet, we have
&een many manifestatlons and
methods of struggle which do
nob and eannob lead to viatory
for they nre dictated time and
again by revolutionary impa-
tiance mnd not by political
sagacity.” (Ibid, page 10)

In Italy

In Italy after after the war
fha situation wag oartainly
ripe for a major onslanght on
the oapitalist aluss and the
overthrow of the Government,
Bub unfortunately, the wori=
king class had no acceptod
revolutionary leadership. The
majorily of the workers were
content to follow Berrati, a
reformist leader who at erueial
moments failed to give the
leadership that would have
oarried the working class to
the seizure of power. Ag
Troteky said, “The Socialigt
Party oalled for-the revolution,
but did not prepars for it.”

Let me quote Troteky him=
solf: “In September 1920 the
working olaes of Italy had in-
effect, gained control of the
state, of sosisty, of factories,
plants and enterpriges. What
was lacking? A trifle was
lacking—a parby was lacking,
which would, resting npon the
ingurréctionary working olass,
have engaged in an open stro-
REle with the bourgeoisie for
tbose remmants of material
foroes still in $he latter's
bands, destroying these forees,
#sizing powsr and thus con—
summating the vietory of the
working elass. In essence
$he warking olass had already
conguered er virtually gen=

-querad, but there was no

organization eapable of defini=_
tively consolidating this vistory
and so the working class found

ibgelf hurled back, The Party
oplit into segments, the prele-
tariat was smashed; and since
then, throughoud 1921 and
1922 we have basn wilnessing

the mosb frightfol political

retreat of the working clase in

Tialy under the blows of con-
solidating bourgeois and petty=
bourgeois gangs, known as the
Fascists.”" (Ibld. page 194).

Thus, the first sttempte
proved sbartive. Attempts on
the pard of thoss who formed
the new Communist Parly
and joined the Comintern fo
ufilize the rvestiveness of
seations of workers to oarry
eut a mejor revolationary
struggle received a fitting
rebuke from Jomrade Trotaky.
“Phe task of the Party in
Ibaly,”* said Trotsky, “is to
prepare for &he revolutien.
That is to say, frat of all con+
gaer the great majoriby of the
working olase and organise
iés vangoard in & proper
Bafora oalling for the
uprising, we must first win
ever the worker wmocialists,
eleanse the trada unions, eleck
Oommuniste there in place of

opportuniste to responsible

posts, and ogonquer the
masees.'” This would bo the
real road to the vicktory of the
revolution. (Ibld. page 17)
Undoubtedly, thare wers Laft
elements in the Comintern
who saw in this tactic a shift
to the Right. as he was quick
to peink out. Some young
revolubionary comrades lIack-
ing in experience, but hrimful
of energy and
struggla  and  gelf - sacrifice,
literally falt their hair stand
up on their hoads when they
heard the firat oritical and
admonitory speschas of the
Russian comrades,

raadiness to

In Germany

Equally tragic was the ex-
perience of Germany. The snd
ol the war was aléo the end
of the mainarchy in Garmany.
The rosulting confusion indy.
eed eonditions that favourad
& revolutionary situation in
Germany and, in March 1919,
there were bloody battles
lannched by the prolatariat
againgt the slowly consolida-
ting bourgeoisie. Qunce again,
the lendership foll into the
hands of the Sooial Damocrats
who talked of revolution but
always pulled back at the
erucial time. In the earlier
skirmishes the best lsaders of
the Gorman working olass,
Rosa Luxumbufg and Karl
Liebnecht were foully murde-
red. and therewith began the
slow asdendanay of the bourge=
ois demoarabie stato. Althongh
in Maroh 1920, the workers
were nble to swesp away =
counter-revolutionary putsch

- organized by some Army offi-

oers by a asuocassful ganaral
strike, all khesa offarts ended
in failure. Parbial uprisings
.0 the Rahr Coal Basin and
in ofher sreas with a half=
haarted lesdarship led only fo
one defeat after another. The
final defeat eame in March
1921 when a parkial oivil war
emerged and was saccassfully
defeated by the growing con-
solidation of ths bourgeois
regime.- Gsrmsny previded
s good objact lessom in the
tutility of sporadio outbursts
without & waell = soordinated
phan of ravolutionary actien.
Ap Trotsky has assarted aver
snd overagain: “Hrary sarious
mage sctien must ohviously
ke preceded by large - scale
energetio agitation, centering

around aotion slogans of bité-

ing on one and the samsa paint,
Buoch agitation oma lead tom
maore decisive onursa of ackion
only if isreveals, afser nrobing,
that the masses hava already
besn Seuched to the gaick and
are ready to march /nrward
on the path of ravelnxiomary
sotion.” (Ib1d, pags 20)

Inadequate Prepa-ation

Rapeatedly, Trotaky critioi=
ged the #sndency f tha
German Qommunist Purty to
utilize the weapon f the
general strike withour 1 gua®
tely praparing tha srou il for
lanaching a majorg il asrike

“Ie (the Gacman Onmoanist
Party) givea sha oo ranoe
ol pouncing upon very

" nghh,

firsh pretext; mnd even hefore
this protext hashegome known
to workers or assimilated by
them, the Cantral Committes
burls the slogan of the genaral
strike. And even before &he
Party had a chanca to rally
the workers of Berlin, Drasden
and Munich to the aid of the
workere of Clentral Crermany-
and this parhaps could have
baen aocomplished in the BpAGe
of a few days, providad theare
was no lanping over the avents,
and the magges wers lud for~
ward systematically and firmly
*before the Party suceseded in
aceomplishing thia worl, it ig
proclaimed that our action is
an offence. This wag already
tantamaount to ruining every=
thing and paralysing the
movemsant in & lyance,* (Ibid,
page 42) TIf ie this endeavour
in animpatient and amatenrish
way to eall for revolutionary
onslaughts whera no revolu-
tionary situation exists, that
desbroyed any hopa of & serious
ravolutionary conflagration
in Germany wafter the TFirst
World War. ''Through such
methods®’, continues Trotaky,
“that is through an impatisnt
application of the most drastis
forms of ravolutionary struggle,
at s fime when conditions havs
not yet matured for e dacisive
collision, one can abbain nega-
tive results, and even bring
about a ravelationsry aborlion
inabead of a mighty revoiuti-
snary birth."* (Ibid. page 32)

In Franee

France was a victorions coun-
try in the First World War and ,
bherefore, hsr Govarnment

wan more strongly enkrenched
than either in Germany orin
Italy.. Nevertheless, tha dia:
organization and She hard-
thips ascompanying & war-
ravaged eounbry oreated the
conditions for militant nodion
by the working olasss The
Socialist snd OCommunist
Parties increased their sire-
but she Communisk
Party that obiained membeis
ship recognition in the Comin-
tern dil noé earry the same
weight as the Soeialists im the
oountry- What was mosh
notiosable was the very rapid
sxpansion of the power ef the
trade . unions immedistely
after the war. As waslo be
expooted the Commeunishe,
sager to emulate the revolu-
tionary seb-up in Hogsis, em-
barked on various adventurink
tackios whioh did nol smhanee
tho oause of the revolution.
Trotsky had mo hesitabion in
condemning  thess puerile
taction. For insinnse. in March
1931, a pitostion ssove Shere
following = siubborn sirike.
There had been bloody slashes
with  #be mililary and dhe
Police. Three esirikers ware
killad. The trade umions
backed by the Communist
Party thereupor issued & oal)
for a goneral strike immedint-
ely, but no gensral girike was
forthooming. The workers did
not respond without the pre-
per preparation for such &
massive working olass aobivity«

(Contd- on Page 4)
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King Already'

( Contd. from Page 1)

“'Prinoiples of Btabe Policy"”
to sigpify & neo — capitalist
poliey carefully adapted to
nepscolonialiem acd flying in
the face of every princeple of
sscintific—end even utopian
—gopialism. Just ses bow he
has taken from tho "' Principles
of Siate Policy eecticn 16 (2)
(@) the Birbala phrese; or
dbarmika jeevithaysk'’, linked
it with the Budchiet ccneepb
of s "@hsrmiste samajsya’’
and put the latter forth to
eover the moeb “adhrmista’,
acts which the UNP and its
followers have engsged in
gince they come
Thig eheuld not be diffienlt to

to power

gresp in & country where the
Buddhist the
Middle Way has been misap-
plied to polifics in order fo
justify, especially in the case
of Mrg Sirima Bandaranaike,
utterly

concepl: of

sheer rightief and
capitalist policies:
how he goes forward in the
name of socisliem to ercde.
ppdermine and even to ligui-
date one goeinlist achievement
or another of the -People's

Goveroment of the United

Tronk of the SLITP, LSSP

4nd CP Bee......

Capitalism, not
Socialism

Bat let the list stop there,
sgainet scme other occessiom-
The point is that what we
have today in Sri Lanka i
not socialist demoeracy bub
capitalist democracy — and
more and more imperfect de-
mocracy at thet. By Capita-
iist democracy is meaut a
form of demooracy which
l-_qnutione within the frame-
work of eapitalism or rests
upon ecapitalism. It will be
readily seen that, in & similar
way, socialish  democgracy
signill’inn a form of democeroy
w hich functions within the

feamework of sogialism or

See again -

rests The
tagk, then, in a country of

upon gocialiem.

capitalist demooracy which
has by Constitution itself seb
itsell the aim of carrying for-
ward the progressive advance®
ment towards socialist demo
is to move out of
into

-oracy
capitalist demccracy
socialist demoracy-

In that eonnection, let ua
remember  that  ocapitalis®
demoeracy provides the mosk
sdvantageous politicsl eondi-
tions in which to carry for-
ward the ravolutionary struggle
for pocialiem. Ficm cve puint
of view, historically, the mass
Sri Lanka—
ite advanced

movement in
espeeially in
gections — hes senged this
tyuth snd seb about the bask
of utilising the conditions of
capitialist “which
have prevaded in Bri Lanka
gince 1947/8, to bring aboub
the political snd social over—
turn which is mnecessary fto
enable the magses to gek ~oub
on the task of puilding the
gsocialist society. This is &
course which they hava nof
abandoncd despite the serious
setback of the sharp right-
ward shift withio the électoral
mass which we have seen ab
the July 1977 general
elections-

democracy

What is important at the
present juneture is to renlize

that the capitalist class of Sri -

Lanka: the UNP and the UNP
Government, and mnob  the
leset. BMr. Jayawardesa him—
gelf, fully realize the fach thab
their electoral victory has mab
snnffed out the mass movemen
for socialism in Sri Lauks and
that, tnless they- utilize right
now what could be & fleeting
victory to take the maxzimum
precautionary steps in the
minimum possible time, the
next electoral overturn will
probably bring in the Left or
a Left — led and dominabed
Government which will spell
the doom of capitalism in Bri
Lanka.
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Smothering Democrecy  REVOL UTIONARY IMPA......

Hvery step that Mr. Jaya=
wardena has taken since he
came to power has been dirgc-
ted at closing every svenus of
parliamentary democraey avar
ilable to the mass movemenk
to carry forward the revolu-
tionary struggle for goeinlism’
and at undermining, neutrs”
lising and, if possible, distro-
ying the lighting organisations
of the masses, aspecially of the
That is tha
of his

working claes.
meaning mod inkent
congtitutionsl  emendments,
already implemented and on
the eva of being implemented:
That is the meaning and in-
tent of his develop pg atback
on the trade unions and trade
union rights and the building
up and use of the police to
stifle especially the polifieal
astivity of rudicalised youth
in the country - side. Thab
oo is the mesning and intenk
of- his
legeslative offensive agamsb
long-won demoeratioc Irtghta

administrative and

and freedoms,

The task befora the left and’

the wider progresive forees is
tostop Mr. Jayewardems in
h.is vepctionary career, to turn
the maes politionl process from
the deflection it has under-
gOLS back to its criginal dire-
otion, go that sll of capibalist
resotion, including J.R.'s
adroit constitutionn]l smend-
ments, are Gthrust into the
limbo of forgotten history and
PpowWer Ccomes h':uly and las®
tingly ioto the hands of the
demecratic maeses, that isto
gay, the people: 3

King Jayewerdena nhsclube
monarch thpﬁgh Lhe aspires
to be, canuok bo allowed to
As
it happens, ié is beginning &>
bo apparent thab he is neither

it securely on his throne

a8 gocure ashig followers thou-
ght in the firsk fiush of ovar=
walming electoral victory  nor
ne politically aute-footed as
hia admirers would have us
Other forces, both
outgide

bélieve.
domestic wnd from
are beginniog to assail him
apd shake his power—sirue—
turc. Beggars at the door of
international big capital sre
always oxpemdable—be they
as stick au bhim who thought
ups noe exigtent Demoeratin
Bacialiet Republig of Bri Lanka
ko counterpose o the Hooialisb
iepublie Vietmaum

Fic trangit omnes: or if yon

wish i an  Boglish and io
Buddbistic term: All Things
are Transient No less Mr.
Jayewaracoe and his neo”

compradore capifalist Govern=

ment

(Contd, from Page 3)

Only a very small fraetion of
the anoh proletariat particis
pated in the general strike and
Trotaky
bes to scratch one's head ten
how

confessed that ons
fimes in vecogoizing
young and inexperienced are
the Parties of
Weatern Europs."’ .

(Ibid. page 207)

Communiah

the sub-
strike

Hxpanding on
ject of the

88 A& Weapon

general

to be used
in furthering the revolutionary
oause. he says: A general

gtrike is a component and
dynamic part of the prolet—
Out of the

there arises

arian revolution.
general etrike,
clushes with the troops and
the question is poeed as ko
is the magter in 1he
Who controts the

Army? the Bourgeecisis or the

who
connkry -
proletariat? It is poesible to
spealk of a probest gaparsl
strike, but this is a question
When

& despalch comes over the

of utnoestimportance.

wires that three workers have
been killed at Havre and when
itis koown that there is no
revolution in '.I!'nnu,- but in-
stead @ stagnent - pituation
with the working oclass just
beginning to stir slightly oub .
of a passivity engendered by
events during the war and the
post-war period—in such =
situation fo lunch a slogan for
a general atrike is to sommit
the greatest amd orudest biun-
ddr which can omly uonder-

~mine for & long time, for many
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months to come,

she sonfi-
dence of the magses in n Party
which behaves in guck 2 man”

ner.'” (Ibid. page %07) He
goes on to point oub that this
Was an ocoasion be geb tcggfhar
with the Bosialist Party and
okher working olass organiza—
tions to eonfer 2 fo the met-
hod of withstanding this
aggreseion of the eapitaliab re—
gime. Clever propaganda has
to be employed fo touch the
hearts of the broadest working
magses and thers — thromgh
awing them info motion. T i
only ‘after such preparation
that a general sirike might
have eventuated. Itmay have
been only a ons-day protest
atrike.

Patient Build-up

From the above, it is elear
that Comrade Trotgky placed
grodat emphasizon the edreful
preparations for ramln&iona—ry
action. An impatient revolo=
tionary is & disaster hoth to
himeslf snd to the cause of the
revolution. This is & lessom
that he bas tried to ineulcaks
over and over sagain. If kq
pleaded for patient buildiog up
of the organization ats time
when there was so much
Beething mass disconbent after
the war, plrtmullllr in Ger-
many and in Italy, hb much
wore apt 1s that advice fo
those of us living in more nﬁ
mal times in countries ﬂiﬁr
Lanks. It isin the lliumi-.tr
revolutionary muia.llm tbat
comrades should read and di;?'
et the lessons thad outstam-
ding revolutionary leadors like
OUomrade Troteky have tasght
us through their wunrivall
experience in carrying H;ml
& sucoessful revolution in
Russia,
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