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 Denial of

l:v“" “

Fundamentaf® Rights

Mr. Batty Weerakoon, General
Secretary of the Ceylon Federa-
tion of Labour has, in a petition to
the Constitutional Court, pointed
out that the Greater Colombo
Economic Commission Law prese-
nted by the Prime Minister to the

~National State Assembly today

has taken away

qa:gkp:m hng pointed

6 the  Tddusirial
"Disputes Act and Tarmination
‘of Bmoploymeot - (Special
Provisions) Act shall not
apply 6o enterprises that come
within the Free Zone concept,
through agresments
into bebween the Commission
and such enberprises, is repu-
gnant to the Constisution’s
Saciion 18 (1) () which
atates thab it is o fundamental
right that all parsonsare squal
befora the law and are snticled
to equal protection of the law.
He states that the Bill
farther gives the Commission
power ko digeriminate bebween
persons aud bodies in enbering
iato agresments undar the law
and that the ssid provision
too militates againgt the same
fundamental right.

Mr. Weerakoon (further
sbates bhat, in that tha Bill
smpowers the Commigsion to
exemph cerbain  enterprises
from the Trade Union Ordina-
nee, the fondamental vight 18
(D () of the Constitution
which guarantess o all
citixens the right to peacelul
aszembly aod of aesociation is
infringsd upon by fthe relevant
section.

tights, privileges,

pr tions in a manner inconsis-
tent with the Constitution of Sri

- provision i il

entared

from labour its
immunities and

Mr. Weerakoon, ip bis
i.40itn, goes om b0 wie Thau*”
the Bill
the power to amend, modify
and in effect vepeal through

gives the Minister

regulation and subcrd nata
legislation sybstantive laws
such a8 the Wages Board

Ordinance, The Shop & Ofiice
Employees Aet, The Factories
the Trads Union
Ordinance, the  Dlaternity
Benafits Ordinance, the Work-
men's Compensation Ordina~

Ordinanco,

pee and any other legislation
which the Minister may at o
fauture time through regula:
tion bring within the Bchedules
provided for io the Bill. He
says that this power and the

- power of the Minister to alter

by regulation the territorial

area of the Fres Zope are
ultra vires the Constitubion in”
that the N. 8.
As  legislative power. Mr.
Wiarakoon states that autho-
ritiee oreated under the Bill

evan by administrative

they usurp

Qan
agbion in  eflect resoind or
amend a law or modifly itin

its application.
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Imperialism!
S0 That a Few Brokers Can Benefit!)
by ‘‘Tissa”

The UNP

has

'begun

to implement its

prograimme to varying extents and a pattern is
beginnigg to emerge. It is becom g clear to the
broad masses, far earlier than one had expected,
that the UNP'is not serious about its socialist
pretensions or, for that matter, even its ofters of
welfarism, Instead, itisintent on puei ing the clock

back, to mstﬂ{e the privileges of the cliss that

ag'nqijip_ intermghiaries or brokers for Impéri-éi,!{sm.

It wo

exploitation of bur country is restored, the quicker

this class gets its'rake off!

The extent of the ‘nmuallras
beivg sdopted hy the UNP
throws into betfer relief the
sonsiderable rchievemants of
the Lielt Movement led by ths
LSSP over the last 43 years.
The Rspublican Constitubion of
1972 completed the loog
eampnign for political inde—
pandence. Though the strugels
to end exploitation and to
achieve econemic independence
and meaningful development
ptitll goes on. there have been
eongiderable gains, The Land

Reform has ended direct
Forgign ownership of the
plantationgs &pod much has

been doue to break the chain
of imperialist  exploitation
fihat oceure before the produce
reaches the eoneumer abroad.
A poliey of impart restriotions
hag helped in the drive for
gelf=suffisiency in focd and for
the expansion of looal industry,
though, admittedly. the rate
of growth hre been slaw, The
state sector has expanded and
it accounts for BS% of indus-
trinl investment and a major
share of the plantation eco-
nomy- This greatly faeilitates
the planned development of
the seonomy. All the while n
more egalitarian society has
heen wsimed at and in this
reapect 8Sri Lavks has gone
beyond most underdeveloped
eountries. i

A]Hu)\lsﬁ khis is far shors
of the adcinlisy objectives of
the Left, in she absence of

overall power it iga significant
ohievement, resulting largely
irom the pressures that have
been generated by the TLuafs.
Aacompuuying thess changes
and conbribuking  greatly te
them is the transformation of
the human being, from the
servila creaturs Jacking “gelf=
respech, of tha Culomal era,
into the self-confidant baing,
with head beld high reaching
out for all that life has to
offer, that wae ses today. An
essential part of this process
has heen the “‘devaluing” of
foreign Western values and

bhe '“revaluing” of the
indigenous
UNP Poliey.

There can be lithle doubt
about the intentions of the
e ) Y ] )

UNP. Tt is datorminad £a reve
rea fhis progressiva p"uéasa a
thoroughly as {4 possibly
cond. This teking over from
where Mra. Bandaranaike and
Feliz 1ef off and praviding all
the bax concessions that the
capitalists necd bo get. rviok
qaickly, while ingreasing Lhe
tax burden on  the wag

d appeirkhat the quicker dtéct Im(erialist muds

often to pay Ra. '9'_5{: fo seaa -
Government doctor ag against
25 cents in the paet!

Direct attacks are being
made on the living standards
of tha people in tha alleged
interest of ‘‘development®’.
The priacipls of the ration,
which assures the supply of
sssentinls al a reasonable price
to evarybody, is being violated
for the first tims since inde-
pencence. This and ths
massive devaluation of the
rupes are certain to une
lensh an ioflationary epiral
new to our land. Thia is really
an atiempt to bhelp the deve=
lopment of the eapitalists ab
the expense of the _peopla.
Inflation increases profite and
nullifics wage inereases, and
the mere pittanoe of Ra. 50/=

(Cuntd. from Page 2)
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“THE THAMILS”

bv A

I am a Thamil of Sri Lanka. Though

Thamil

born,

‘bred and schooled in Jaffna, most of my life I
have worked in Sinhalese areas Throughout

my long working life,

I met with nothing but

friendship from the Sinhalese peaple [ worked
with. Now I am retired. but have to work to

help keep the
ashamed to
communal clashes

wolf from the door, I feel
confess that after the recent
I work with fear in my

heart—fear for my life-and limb. Why »

The labourer in the place
I work did pot turn up for
work after the recent ecmmunal
wolash. When he did, I asked
him why. He told me shat
«during the communal disturs
‘bances he was caught manu-
fsoturing bombs to throw on
‘the Thamils (sic) and was
remanded. Soon he wag leb
oub unharmed and is now husy
eapvassing the arem for the
‘coming municipal elections,
‘which he proposes to contest
‘a8 & UNP oandidate. He tells
~me (a Thamil) all this with
-pride. He can afford to be
-proud—he keeps his job, which
‘he does not do beeause he is
‘busy ecanvassing. His status

- has actually risen in the area

as a result of his exploits
during the commaunal clashes
and I ses bim with a gang of
admiring youths puffiog cig-
aretbas, attired in terylene tro-
wusers and wearing, long bair,

How did this come about?
“What has happened to Sri
‘Lanka whera I have lived
‘happily all my life? Bven today
I meet with kindness in the
orowded ‘bus when I try to
get a toechold inmside it. I
sometimes wonder how the
average Sinhalese feels about
‘the Thamil problem. Perhaps
he does nob think abont it—
he has snough on his mind
kanping the wolf lrom his door.

Need to Think

"But if  Sri Lanks is to
‘bacome the promiged *dharmi=
shta’ socciety. it is necessary
to Think about the eommunnl
problem. As a Thamil I must
admil that we Thamils are not
_withont blame. Independence
aftar colonialism always raises
problems, and very careful
preparafion is needed. Unfor-
tunately. enr political leaders,
both Binhalese and Thamils,
were not interested in inde-
pendence, and when it was
guddenly thrust on ua, affer
tha aftermath of World War
I1, it caught them eompletely
unprapared. It is the design of’
& departing eolonial power to
hand over power to the section
which  will  preserve its
interests. It isstupid to expect
them, whon they woluntarily
hand over political power, to
do anything else. So the seads
ol oommunal trouble wera
sown by handing over politicsl
indapendence to leaders, Sin-
halese and Thamil and Muslin,
awho wers mnob interested in

communal barmony but only
In promoting their regpactiva
vesiad intorests, Thig hns heen
the picture for 30 years and
today we find ourselves at one
another’s throats.

The Sinhalese, boing by far
the vast majority community,
have a apacial responsibility,
Thinkiog Sinhalese are beginn-
ing to renlise that prosperity,
like Truth, is indivisible, and
that the sountry is never going
to develop without sommunal
harmony among  Sinhalese:
Thamils, Muslims and Burg-
bers—all the communities
living in  8ri Lanka—and
wishing, without running away
to more salubrious climes, to
continneto live and work for
the development of their
motherland. Unless all its
oikizens unite, how cana
sountry develop? The first
ssede of discord were sown
when hundreds of thousands
who  had lived in Sri-Lonks
for generations and who, with
their blood and sweat, had
cleared jungles mnd developed
BD upsountry tea and rubber
estats aconomy, which to thi®
day remains our main support
wers suddenly disfranchiged
and became stateless. What
aotion  did the progreesive
sections here, both Sinhalese
and Thamils, take to register
their protest af this manifest
injustiee?

Progressive movements have
purported to exist in 8ri Lanka
for aver 40 years. At that time
wa had not beeome 8ri Lanka
(Resplendent Linnka). We were
just Lankn to the propla’'and Os
=vlon to the English-speaking.
We boast that we wera one of
the firgt countries in Asin to
have an organiced Laft party.

“How did this party register its

I make this charge
advisedly. It is bocause the
progrecsive eeetions of all
communitiea in  Bri Lanka
failed in their manifest duty
to oppoes this firgt great
injustice to & section of their
people that events were set in
motion that now threaten to
destroy the whole country.
30 Years Too Late
Today, perhaps thirty years
too late. it has hecome the
imparative duty ‘of all prog*
reraive geatione among all the
communities to take positive
action to repair the damage
done. Unfortunately the foroes
which have hesn mo far in
power in Bri Lanka are still in
power. Liek me emphasise, this
inoludes  Binhala, Thamil,

proteat?
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Thamil Muslim and Buigher.
They are well me®hohed in

power, supported by forees. in
and out of tho aountry, whosa
intergst  ia  to preserve tha
atintue guo, Hisenhower warned
the Amarioan people of the
military-industyin complex
ruling Ameriow, Hora wa hinve
w  husin WWa-arganired religion
Bomplex viuling Sei Lanla. Ol
eoursel, they waunld 1) nvaid
communal brouhls hpawuss b 8y
ean now see it burte ovarys
bidy. Whether thay will hava
the wisdom to take the d rasbio
alaps needed to  ragtore
eommunal harmony rvemaing

the burning question.

Lip eervice is ugeless. The
Prime Minister who muat know
that he needs communal
harmony to  usher in the
'Dharmishta Society® ha wants
has g0 far nob done much elsa,
He has assured seven Maha~
nayakas at Temple Trees that
he will not divide the counbry.
This is somathing he will not
do, and, knowing the man, we
are not surprised- The positive
action he bas 8o far taken is to
proposs  doing away  with
‘standardisation’ in university
admissione, (no doubt relieving
an irritant but hardly getting
to the root of the communal
problem). Proporing theise of
all three langunges and lerving
it to & committes to examine

the rights of the minorities,
Appointing special eommittees
is__n._;:otorinua devica to pams
the buck. Truman hungup in
his office ‘fha Buck endg here'.
Qury Presjlent-elect jwill be
well advi to remember that
be eannot “ezeape the respon=
sibility for communal harmony,
The first step is to restore
confidence among the minori=
ties that their life and limb
will be protected. The Sinhalece
communal sections which ran
riot afser the UNP victory
should be made to understand
that their gama is up. Many
of them are henchmen of
politicians in power. Can they
be stopped?

Abiding Solution

The abiding solution will ba
to assure every cibizen in Bri
Lanks, Sinhals, Thamil, Mus=
lim, Burhger, whatever, that
he or she will be permitted
fo live in paace, worship a god
orgods in the way he or she
wants (without  allowing
religions to mweddle with
polities), develop his or her:
culbure and language and
manage his or her own affairs
in areas where they are in
sulfioient numhers to consti-
tute a viable autonomeus unit.
The hogey of dividing the
country ig raised the moment
an 'autonomous  area' s
mentioned. Burely, in this day
and age, when even our greab
mentor, Greaf Britain, is
aceceding to aubtonomous areas

with their own parlinments
for the Scottish and the Welsh
(who enjoy the same oulture,
religion and language as the
English), the Binhalese need
pot go into o flat epin when
asubonomous aress for minori~
ties, with different oulbures
and religions, are proposed,

—

It will
Binhalesa

ha

Lo

for tho
rocollach Eheir

wall
I\il-l.-ul\'. Tha profngonigts of
Ialam alaim that tha Binhsless
tuled Lhe whole of Sri

W, and thay eannok

naver

¢ b rula wpw

euas, buk

(Contd* from Pugg 1)
will be swallowed uy infl=
ation ab the beginniog of 1978
itgalf.

The amphasis has shifted
ffom cenfiral planning to tha
free play of mirket foroes.
The defecte of sbate enterpri-
ges, principally those of

bureaucracy and red tape ara
being emphasized while the
myth of private sector effici-
ency is being played up. The
process of de-nationalization
has began. The granting of
management contracts in state
anterprises bo private firmsand
shares in the CTB to private
capitalists are just the first
steps. Even private buses ara
being encouraged to' compete
with the CTB.

A passive work - force ia
essential to abttract private
capital and to maximise pro-
fits. The attempt to liguidate
the trade union movement,
the ban on proeessions and on
go-called “‘political’ strikes,
the victimisation of political
opponents in work-placds and
the strengthening of the
Armed Services and the Police
are all part of a oarefully
planned oampaign to instill
fear into the peopls, specially
the working olass, and cow
them down.

Agency of Tmperialism

But it is amply elear that
the real bheneficiaries of all
these measures are not gning
to ba the losal capitalists or
producers.  The policy of
removing exchange controls
and permitting free imports
will undermine local industry
and agrigulture.
patriots nre

How many
there to buay

Pormasharp blades in prefer-

UGANDA’S

% the reaction of students
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We Are Being Sold..
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five hundeed yenrs ia g long

time and it iga rhrinking
warld today. Tf ia nHnecerRRLY

for  the happiness of thas "'t
Thamils to gesk o BapRratey,
Bbata. It ghould auffice if thay
topeabther with the mintrity
communities, are alltweds

4 E e

onea to Gilletle? The impork
of oninne and chillies freely
18 nob going to encournga looal
production. The mare redughe

ion of the supar price to Ha.
#/- has led to mueh sugar cans
being hurnt as unesonomie. In
fact this UNP goveramont is
shamslessly reversing the past
tirand foWirds self-reliance by
the unlimited import of cheap
flour. This, besides profiting
the U. 8. farmer at the ex-
pense of our own, may con—
dition our food habits irret-
rievably towards a food item
that we can never hope to
grow in Bri Lanka.

The UNP's shameless sell-
out  to Imperialiem is best
exeampliied by tha flour
contract that has been exposed

by this paper. Tha foreign
firm gets & massive profit
which is presented to the

country as being = service
(disposal of ‘waste”, bran).
The country, aven if it becomes
acli-sulficient in the meantime,
ig committed to importing &
larga quantity of flotr for 20

‘years- A loeal firm, a8 expected,

gots n rake off as commigsion! .

To make this sell oubt fo
Imperialism acceptable to the
people, it is necezeary to
devalue indigenons values once
again and glorify thoee of the
West., Not only are the Free
Trade Zone and tourism being
gold s the solution ta all our
ills, but the introduction of
talovision, the greater unse of
English in Btate affairs, the
free import of news anod films
from the West with litkle
diserimination. are all steps
directed towards ereating the
corrent mental climste to
virtually put the eclock back
to eolonial times!

PROBLEM

"Aconrding o usually well-informed sources, Ugnnda
has loaf its hest friend in Gaddafi of Libya. He used to
extend finaneial aid to Uzganda.
of misappropriation of money which was sotually to ba
spent for the constfuction of mosques in Uginda.
Another incident thaf angered the Libyan leader was
to his address at Makerera
University in 1974 when ths Obristian students stngad
a walk-ont in protest sgainst his openiog remarke:
“Fellow M\nslemsr' Following this, Amin dismissed the
Viece~Chaneslfor, Prof Wandera.

“Uganda is mow more close to Sandi Arabia than
Libya. Saudi Arabia is giviog material aid to I.]pandu
wherever possible. Catéle, are also part of this sid. Erut
what Uganda needs more these days is careful pls.nm.ng
and smooth administration, This objective cannot be
achieved so long as maranding soldiers continue to create
chuotio conditions in their sosieby."

Bub then eama raporks

—_'*Commerce'’, Bombay
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THE IMPOTENCE OF NATIVE
. .CAPITAL

Meaning of
Free Trade Zone Strategy

(Part of a forthcoming pamphlet by the author on
“The Politics of the Budge!'')

The tragedy of the situation T r our ceuntry is that the
(J'N‘?i Government is only too r:ady to take the m-eessary
——gteps in the divection demanded by foreign private eapital,
Only despite its overwhelming mujnrity in Parliament, it has

to feel its way in the country.

What is clear is that the

accredited international agencies of imperialism, namely the
IMF and IBRD, want the Government to take ‘he essentjal
step, at once; especially the withdiawal of all consumer
subsilics, so that ths country is brought to “living within its
mcans” by depressing the present standards of living of the
masses. - The carrot they dangle is a hoge loan — said to
be six billion repees—but on terms which have not yet been

satisfied by the Budget which bas been presented:

thongh it

has gone quite some way and then, fearful of the political

consequences,
distance it had gone,

‘recoiled and retreajed
The fifty rupee dole is known' to

somewhat frem the

have been a last moment sweetener added to the bitter
medicine which had been prepared.

While the Government is
seeking to sort out matters
with the IMF and IBRD, it
is falling back on its main
device to attraet foreign pri-
vate capital to Sri Lanka. It
has started out on the much
heralded Free Trade (cr
Industrial) Zone,

We now know precisely
- what is proposcd use, at
this time of writing, the
“Government has published
the bill for the establishment
of the Zone.

Two-Fold Shape

The Zone takes a two-fold
shape. It provides for se fing
up a body called the Greater
Colombo Economic Commi-
ssion (GCEC). This Commi-
esion has, on the one hand, a
geographical “'area of author.
ity end, on the other, a
“jurisdiction " over ‘furea
enterprises” and, outside the
area of authority, *Jicenced
enterprises’* which can be
anywhiere else in Sri Lanka.

The area of authority stret-
che: alorg the western sea—
board of Sri Lanka northward
from the Kelapi Ganea up to
the Maha Oya withits castern
boundary so demarcated ag
to <raw into the area. the
parliamentary electorates of
Katana, Ja- ela, Wattala,
Negambo and part of Kelan-
iya. The local bodies within
this area will have all the
powers and rights of a
Municipal Council.

The other jurisdiction of
the Commission s over area
enterprises  and  licenced
enterprises  with which the
Commission enters into agree-
meits which, subject o regu-
lations which the Minister
may make as to “the scope
and extent of any exemptions
or modifications”’, can aetua-
lly exempt that enterprise
from the operaiion of 34
‘scheduled laws In whole or in

part. The Minister is empow-
ered to add to the number.
The Bill itself makes 4 further
Jaws "have no application’’
to these enterprises, These
laws are:

(1) the Business Underta-

kings (Acquisition)
Act, which enables the
Government to take
Y e i e o (.
over any business
undertaking at any
time:;

(2) the Industrial Disputes
Act, which introduces
into our law of labour
relations the corcept
that such relations
must be governed by
what is ¢ just and
equitable * without
being tied down to or
limited to contractual

rights and statutory
rights,
{3) the Termination of

Employment of Work-
men (Special Provisi-
ons) Act, which makes
the consent of the
Commissioner of La-
bour a necessary pre-
condition to the termi-
nation of employment
of a workman in
establishments emplo-
ying 2{} or more work.
“men; and
(4}, the Companies (Special
Provisions) Law, which
is designed to prevent
the oppressive use of
the power of the
shareholder majority
dgainst the interesis of
the minority.

Invalidated Laws

As to the 34 laws which can
be made inapplicable in whole
orin part or modified by the
Commission, they add to the
wo labour laws made inapp-
licable as above the whole
body of labour legislation
which the working class of
Sri Lanka has won in hard

strugale during hall’ a century
or more he Labour laws
t us imparilled determing the
slatus of labour and govern
employer = employvee reli=
tions in Sri Lanka  decfine
and protect labour's rtights
of remunerano both in
employmentand in retirement,
and nlso labour’s rights of

orgal isarion as well as the
rights of labour organisatjons;
protect the worker's security
and sifety in cmp1n\-munt
and enshrine his richt to
leisure “nd to human work ing
conditions; and so on. The
result is a framework of
labour law which this country
should regard as precious be-
cause it constitutesan ¢ffort to
lift wage-labour out of its
state of subjection to capital
to the status of a free human
being exercising rights in
relaticn to the work . process
in which his life is rooted.
Ali this—the achieyement, let
it be repeated, of more than
half a century of industrial
and political struggle of the
working class —is jettisoned
by the Iill itself or ean be
jetllsoned by the Commission
as if it were so much useless
Inmber needless and obstru.
ctively littering the way of
fo eign capital on the road to
the unconditional exploitation
of Sri Lanka’s
raw.  material

Colvin R. de Silva

SEEEIEEEE AR S EHE
establishing enterprises in the
««Zonein Sri Lanka which
the UNP government is setting
apart for foreign capital's
unhindered and unhampered
operations,

1t will surprise nobody that
the other laws which are made
inapplicable to the area
enterprizes and licenced
enterprises by the Bill itself
or ¢an be inapplicable by the
Commission on all laws which
capital, and especially foreign
biz, priviate capital, such as
the trans-nationals, regard as
bring fetters upon prlvnt_c
enterprise in its super-profit
making activities. The threat
of nati halisation is specific.
ally removed, The rapacity
of big capital is considerately
ministered unto. Ewen the
Inland Revenue Act, tue
Customs  Ordinance, the
Exchange Control Act, the
Control of Prices Act and
the Monetary Law Act, the
Rent Act, the Control of
Prices Act and the Finance
Act can be made "“not appli
cable” in whole or in part, or
“modifled’? by the Commi-
gsion. And finally, in the
breath-taking sweep of its
effort to ‘*'attract” foreign
capital, this dharmista
Government announces its
rehdiness to sweep even its
declared morals under the

cafpet of

empowering the
Commission ihir'z
banks "o operate ecrat
numbered acconnts”! Baiide
thi the power given to the
Saion to malke 'Y ot
] able or to madify the
Ex:iie Ordinance and the
Betting on Horses Ordinince
in the “Zone™ palss into
insignificancs. Our butchers

always add some offal to the
meat;

Foreign Capital
Imperative

And why all this butchery ?
In the jinterests of the eco-
nomic development of Sri
Lanka, of courset In the
words of the Bill, the object
i8 *'to foster and generate the
economic development of the
Republic” and to widen and
strengthen the base' of the
Republic The means therc~
unto as centemplated by the
Government is tucked away
in the statement of ohjects:
‘to encourage and promote
foreign investment within
the Republic” — the very
means which Mr, Felix Dias
Bandaranaike, as Finance
Ministef of the much - derided
'Sirima Bandaranaike Gove-
rament'', put forward in
almost the very words 1n his
notorious change-of-course
Budget speech in November
1975,

Let us remember,
position of the capitalist—
nec-capitalist. if you like—
UNP and its Government
that, without enticing foreign
private capital to invest in
Sri Lanka in a major and
massive way, economic deva-

lopment is impossible. This.

very Rill in fact constitutes
an admission of the fact, as
also does the Budget, that a
capitalist Sri Lanka cannot
lift itself out of its economic
stagnation and social squalor
by the efforts of her own
capitalist class. Facilitating
the re-invasion of Sri Lanka
by foreizn capital, which post
—1956 Sri Lanka increasinuly
fended off, and the re-intro-
duction in one way or another
of a governmental and politi.
cal system which can function
in the interes's of foreign

capital is, therefore, from
the point of wview of Sri
Lanka's capitalist class a

“must?’, From the point of
view of theindigenous capita-
list class, the pursuit of such
a course by ‘their own®
government—as is the UNP
Government — is not con-
tradictory, On the contrary,
it is logical and consistent
because indigenous capital
has to lean on and, in its utter
weaknegs; subordinate itself
to foreign capital for its
very survival.

The real problem for the
UNP—and for the SLFP
Right Wing—has been foreign
private capital's terms. The
terms are known, and in a
country of developed politi-

it is the

noeracy in which the
steadily matured
cally, have been reco
ised b every
r 26t asnot po

Vi \-el‘ll\t'.
set oul on its own

ine Ll"y-
sided solution to the political
problem, Onz side is the

introduziion of a gnvernmen-

tal system in which “h= centre
of power is an all - powerfiul

President who, ceriainly for
the period of his power is
substantially insmlated f{rom
the direct and immed.ate
pressure of the masses, Ano-
ther side is the introduction
of a political system which
will facilitate the perpetuation
of the UNP in power. This
is in process of imalementa-
tion. A third side is the
swilch to an opea economy,
which is the main theme of
the Budget and of this pamph-
let. The establishment of
“the Zone' is another side,

Octopus Enclave

What does the Bill for the
Zone do? It ereates in Sri
Lanka a territorial enclaye
with its own legal, economic,
administrative and political
system which will function
differently from the rest of
the territory and domain of
Sri Lanka—a sort of foreign
dominated Lanka within the
confines of Sri Lanka. This
enclave, moreover, has the
characrer of an octpus, for
it will have tentacles stretching
out into the rest of the coun-
try through the relationship
the GCEC can establish with
“licznced enterprisss.” The
process of the enclave's pene-
tration into the rest of the .
country will also take another
form, through indigenous
eapital linking up with foreign
capital and by such alliance par
-ticipating in the advantages
enjoyed by zonal enterprises.
The Zone, it will be noted, is
wider, larger and more exten-
d:d than *'the.area of author.
ity" of the Commission.

Within th» enclave, what
the Government does not
dare in respect of Sri Lanka
as a whols is done partly
openly and partly eovertly,
namely, unconditional surr-
ender to the demands of
foreign private capijai espeei-
ally the trans-nationals.
These demands are broadl
three:.

(1) The removal of any
threat of nationalisa-
tion. This has been
done in relation tothe
enclave.
cdomplets freedom of
unhani:red operation.
This ki is bzen ensured
in relation to the
enclave. :
The provision of &
cheap, a docile, indeed
a regimented labour
force. All ‘hat can

(Condt, from Page 4)

(2)

@)




lour
Flour Mill

Sri Loanka nre forelbly fad on

Althorgh the Budget wis
passed in the Nationul Siate
Asgembly last month with the
usa of the Government's
steam—voller  mujority, . the
UNP Government has been
gompslled to ratreat already
on two of the Budget’s prin=
eipal proposals. The 6r:tis
the out-cff point for the
withdrawal of the rice ration.
Inepired leaks in the prees
indicate that the rice ration
will Le withdrawh, nolb atthe
floor of Rs- 200 per montl but
at a higher inecrme levell
perhaps Rs. 400 oreven Rs.
H00 per month. The argument
ig that the recent informetion
collected reveals that much

‘more than 50 per cent of the
population receive inccmes
above HRs. 300 per menth.
According to our information
however, the bouseholders’
declarations that have coms n
veveal the contrary: r=ty-30 to

40 por eant of the population
‘admil to-recsiving more than
Re- 300 per month. IR, the
prince of foxes, has been pla~
inly outfczed by ths people
of Sri Lanka,

The second of the Budget.
proposals  on which the
Government hng been com-—
pelled to retreat is the polioy
on wheat flour. We have never
been able to see the sense of
this policy of the J, B. Jaye-

wardena Government” The
whole world admits that our
climatiec conditicns do not

permit us to grow wheat in
this country. In the eontext of
a4 chronie imbalance between
our import needs snd our
export potential, we have no
option but to substitute rice
and other looally grown food
grains for the wheat-flour
that UNP Goveroments have
always encourgged wus to
gonsume. The J. R, Jayewar.
deus UNP Goveroment has
gone even further fthao its
hre&ecasmra_- Its Budget has
proposed that we give up our
eabing of rice (both free rice
and fres — market rice with its
3 vareasing price) in exchange

+ ¢+ cheap wheat-flour. In
; ldisien, it bas decided to
wassal &  giant  flourrmill

capsble of milling 600 000 tons
of wheat annually.

The facte of economy,
unfortupately for Prime
Wigisgers and aspiving diet~

atore, keep surfacing themse-
lves at uncomfortnble mome=
nte. Bven if all the pecple of

S00IALIST NATION
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wheat and nothlog but wheat
we cannot consume enough to
make an impact on the world
Quar
todey is atan

market for  whent,
eonsumption
appunl rate” of well balow 1
millien tors, end we cannot
afford ii. In contrast, J. R.
dayewardene and and his
Ministers gromble
that 'the
enlered the boyers’ guneue in
the

demanding

publiely
Ruseians  have
markst and are
50
immediately. As a resulf, they
ghall have with
olfack

wheat
million tons

EAY, W8
immedinta fo pay a
minimum of 15 6o 20 per cant

more for our own needs of

wheat,

The Minister of Trade has
admitted over tha radio thay
two immediate chinges will
baye to bo made in the Gover-
nment’s wheat-llour poliey.
Rirssly, the subsidy on ths
prica of wheat-flour thas to be
contained. Already, it seems,
this subsidy smounnts to BO
cents per pound, with Govern-
ment buying at R, 1 40 per
pound and selling at 60 cents.
With the price of wheat-flour
in Lhe world market at nearly
HRs. 1.70, the present subsidy
will ecompel increasing the
price of flour to at least 90
cents. We are informed, howa-
var, that thie IMT has taken a
dim view of the large subsidy
on flour and the Government
may be forced to increase its
price even above ons rupee
per pound. The second ehange
mentioned by the Minister of
Trade is in respeet of the price
relationship of wheat and rice
on the market. The low price
of wheat~llour (thanks to
pubeidies nod controls) and tha
rising price of rice (thanks te
the “freeivg’’ of the market)
haa led to a virtual doubling
of wheat-flour consumption.
This means larger wheal
imports and other ecmplica~
tions. Wheat-flour consump-
tion will have to be discoura=
ged in this context and the
epnsumption of rice encours-
ged.

The issue that econcerns us
here is not that of the extent
of the fresh burdena that will
inevitably be imposed on the
people, That is an important
geue and we shall engagei .

oonsidering {4 when  the

Government Anuotdoes what
Precisely |t will do. Our
fongern ab this moment is witl
the basio policy f{ssue. Wven
with & Government under a
man like J. B Tuyawardena,
who has always been pasopins
bed in the people’s viaw with
stcogary of imperialism, it is

pPossible  to

place limits on
blindoesss and sfupidity. It
mugk give up ita {nsistence
that importing whent is fha
salution to our food problems.
Tha eriminal deal with the
Sibgipore firm Prima ig Lbhe
monument $o this insistences
We have stressed before thuk
wo are paying through our
noses for thia flour mill in

Trincomeles On the ons h ind,
Weare commiited to import
t.hﬂb wimount of \"'}lﬁr'kla &bt Aoy
prics for 20 years and to ||H|;\;w‘
the Singapora firm to export
thebran ab any price and keep
the procesds, The rising price
of wheat increnses our eost of
this operation, while it steps
up the profits of the firm with
the

price of bran,

correspondingly rising

On the pthey hand, as we
h_a.vu suid before, two-thiris of
the flour will have to he
transported from Trincomalea
to  Colombo and heyond.
Actually, the transport opera-

tior {sinekt mersly ocetly. 16

“is almogt impoesible. 300,000

tons of Hour aonuslly is slmost
1,000 tons per day. Have we
the lorries and the railway

wagona to accomplish it?
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(Contd. from Page 1)

possibly be done to
ensure this in advance
has been do.e by, the
disiantling  of our
system ef labour laws
leaving labour in IhEI
the enclave legally
naked and defencejess,
And all in the hope

of enticing foreign
capital into the the
enclave!

Did not Finance Minister
Ronnie ae Mel boast that
while abroad he had assured
foreizn capital publicly and

officially that the UNP Gave—
riment would give far greater

concessions than prevail in
anyother F1Z in any other
countrs?  His undertaking
stands fullilled to the leuer,

It is hard to think of anything
more (0 be given short of
also handirg over Sri Lanka’s
freedom, sovereignity  and
independenee in the enclave,
As il is, these stand arievously
fractured, Besides, (here is
no insurmountable  wall
around the Zone. There
cannot- be. The medaling
fingers of the multi-nationals
can andw ill strecth into the
politics of our . nd and into
governmental policy-making,
Moreover, provision nas been
made enabling the wall to be
broken dewn. The Minister
stands empowered by the
Bill to extend or add to the
Zone by regulationi Az in
the ¢ase of theincrease of the
price of ration rice from 25
cents to 70 cents a measure
in 195, we can rise one mor-
ning Lo find the whole of Sri
Launka has become a Zone!

The simple facy, anyhow is
that the FTZ csnnot Substite
uie for 1he international
lending agencies of imperigs
lism. And Mr. Ronnie de -
Mel has already told™ us lhé:“'l
the IMF. and no doubt the
the IBRD, demand their
pound of flesh if they are to
Brant the massive I-ans which
are being sou it in the name
of bigh development and an
9pen economy. The question
18 whether the price in impo-
s$ing outright mass suffzring,

through the withdrawal of
all eonsumpiion subsidies
will be paid. htca-:sa- it h:tssl
to be paid if the Opei-economy
policy is to he striouily
pursued, Althoush the
Finance Minister says he
won't, the Prime Minister

and ti e Governinent may yet
say they will,

Let us prepare for the
worst, while struggling for
the best The last Bay will
yet bewith the masses, althog-
gk thz Govérnment rries to
persuade itself that the general
clection tesult of 2ls; July
1977 is for all tim: and any-
how irevocable for six
interminable  years, The
centre of politics has shifted
from the NSA to the outer
arena fastcr than perhaps
anybody expected. 1t will
temain in that arena until
the mass movenent iself
resurars invucitly the sonpee
away from capitalism, from
whieh it has been deflectad
in the recent past. This
Government has not the solu-
tions for our counry’s probs
lems.

A JUST SOCIETY

Sri Lapka is ab the evoss.
toads- 'We are changing info
a promiged Just Society.
What sort of society we have
had so far [ don’t kmow. Bat T
am told, I need have no doubts
of the kind of society we are
about to have.

Some unkind observers
say that when this UNP
Government tells us we will
bave wa just socieby, what it
means igthat it will- be just &
socisty where foreign capital
will be fres to come in. We will
provide cheap services and
resources to enhanece their pro=
fits. While the foreign
capitalicts fomst, we opatives
can pick up the crumbe that
fall from the master’s table.
It ia promiged that thess
crumbs will feed ua better
than the last government fed
ug during the last 7 years.

All this changeis being done
on the strength of the Mani=
testo, the UNP put out before
the last election. It is elaimed
that the UNP has received a
¢lear mandate to carry oub
avery word of that manifesto.
[Joder Parlinmentary Demo=
oracy all  parties issue

manifestos at election time,
promising the moon and the

stars and nobody takes any

Tosay that the UNP
to

notice.
gob & massive mandatas
earry ouball the pravish s of
its manifesto ig prepesho s,

The only persan | lnow b
stndy the UNP manifosto with
oare is My. Telix Dias. He

RN ESTRNAN RUC LS SO TE AN £ SR N RO
BY KUMAR
e R e TS S

bed gone bo the UK to have
-an operation, which is success-
fully done almost duily in Sri
Lanka; but how elsa can our
leaders establich their superi-
ority except by being eutup by
European hands. During his
convalesence Mr Felix had
nothing to read and so was
forced to study the UNP

manifesto.  This,- however,
did not help Lim to retain
Dompe, almest . pockst

borough. He was offering bats
he will win with a 20,000
majority, not his firet mistake.
It was his policies, born of
arrogance and I[ncompetence
(g dondly mixbure), which were
regpongible in & large measurg

for the ignominions defeat of

tha SLFP. It will be a heppy
day for Sri Lanka if he is
persuaded to return to UK
and remain there, where he
51!"..-.11‘1_5.-

i NP now  olaims . it
i1ix voceived an unprecedented
mandaie Lo, alter the entire
charaoter ul our Constibubions-
removing power from Parlia-
ment to & President. To say
that this fundumental change
was pondered over by the
olegtorate snd approved is, o
put it mildly, wishful thin_-'
king. "The truth is the only

issue before tha masses in the
1977 olection was: How the

hell to get out of our chronio-
shortage of focd and clothing,
There was no other issue. The
SLEP failed to provide them-
They hoped the UNP will:
They could nok cara less about
Presidential  powers, reg
Trade Zona, Rapee value or
n Just Socisty-

The only Just secicly iha
-voters of Bri Luoke cored for
was ona which provides them
their basic needs. Till the
UNP has eugoeaded in dnipg
this, its claim to & Juet
Sooiety will remain just & joka.
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