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OARING DRU

Patient Moan:

Traders and Racketeers
Flourish !!

(From A Special Corresponpent)

Ae a result of the Devaluation of the Rupee
by UNP Finance Minister Ronnie de Mel, the

price of drugs has generally doubled.

In the

case of drugs of Swiss origin, the Swiss drug
manufacturers have increased their CIF price
on top of the Revaluation of their currency.
As a result. some drugs are now three or four
times the 1977 price. An example of the
latter is the drug “Visken" pruduced by

: Sandoz in Basle

Many people in the oldey
age group have illnegses like
dianbetes, heart diseass, epilepsy
etie. which arecontrolled by
the regular use of drugs. At a
deug stors today it is not un-
ususl o ses a customer look-

. ing dembfounded when heis

informed of fhe new price of
his fsmiliar drog. Hare are

The OUNP Government has
not contented iksoll with de-
valuing the Ropee in the
mutter of drugs. Unplike the
pravious United Tront Gove-
riument, it is nob committed
to enpplying the needs af the
aick f minimal prices. Tt was
this commitment that led the
UF .Government to ezempt
drugs from FEECS and to
muke the import of drugsa
duty of the state. The UNP
(fovernment’'s commitment is
te the profits of the private
pactor. Ib has, therefore, deei-
dsdl %o return more than
ball the drug imports to
the private trade.  Drugs can
now be imported under any
number of brand namey. Thare
i& oure more intense sales pro-
motion by means of ndvertise-
monte, loaflets, lree samples
and gilbs 60 medienl practitio-
nots. AUl these additions!
aotbe are vaturally heaped on
the consumer.  Dootors onge
wiore prescribe the brand of
shinir choios and the inoosens

patient iz once mors mads o
believain the magic of nighly
promoted names and pay thrs=
ugh his nose to fatten mulbis
national drug firme and their
Ioeal agents.

The clock has actually been
turned back to pro-1962. Thke
markei is being flooded all over
agein  with very profitable,
but medieslly in tial ton-
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Price . 50 Cis5

Rs.350 M. Flour Mill for Nothing!

J.R.

In the course of his spesch
on tha go=-called Greater
Colombo Eoonomie Commiss=
ion Bill, Prime  Minigter J. R,
Jayswardene made an aonoun-
cement on the proposed Whaat
=Flour Mill in Trinpumslea
that we have several times
Iabelled a8 & grave act of
trgachery to our nation. Mr.
Jayewardena declared that the
mill was going to cest Rs, 350
millicn and would be set up
without & single cent being

some sxamplas i— ics and vitamin preparations
2 P __59!________ Old Price Nﬂt Pﬂce
i T ey
Viskan (30 h_nblott} 28.22 73.50
Flworotracil {vial) 14.00 37684
Garlio pille 9.14 21.71
Oontaat Lens soaking solution 1834 138.16
Baokrim (antibiotic: 1 tahlef) 00.83 1.03
Lpilim {nnhepilamc 100 tablsts) 13746 424,00
Triaminie 8.06 40.80

for swallowing by affluent Peo-
ple who do not nesd them. It
is untrue that thess private
importers will guarantes tha
availability of all drugs when
they sre needed. There wars
oumerons inatances in the pre-
1978 era in which the privite
sactor had defuulted in obtain-
ing essential drugs. Triple
Vaccing was a nofabla sxam.
ple of such lapse.

The UNP Governmant hus
ones more reduced the import
of druga - to the sams lavel aa
that of dry fish or smolked
herviog. It i lefs entirsly 4o
the borse-senss of the trader.
The Import Controller wnkas
liis allocations to the private
tradar withoul consulbing the
National Formulery Commit-
tee or the State Pharmaeauti-
eals Corporation about which
drage should be importad and
in whab guantities. [t is aven
forgotten thet; during the lash
few yenrs. thera wore no short=
ages of drogs in the country
beosuse thie Bbale Pharmageuti
-onls Corporation oarried buffay
skocka. So long as the trader
mankes hie profite, what does it
mntter if thaeonsumer anffars?

ded by his Government.
We bava several times axpoged
the snormisy of this bare-faced

Ea. . Tha mill is baing paid for .
by conceding full ownership af

the bran that is a by-produst
of the milling of wheat in tha
mill. We have pointed out
that sale of this bran will
bring the Singapore firm,
Prima, ot leash
dollars par yoar or 320 million

16 million

whioh is
the bran
o belong

dollars in 20 years,
the period in which
will legally conbinue
fo Pricas. 3% million
in 5,120 million devnlued 1. R.
Tha
therafors,

dollars
Juyewardene rupees.
Singapore firm will,
make a profis of mora phan
4,500 million

Does

rupses on this

sontraot. tha Prime
Minister not raalise the hollow-
ness of his néterances on this

sul;jeeb"'

Ministar went
on tha aubjech
Mit! in Teinas=
the
would itselfj come within tha
H'ree Trad
s shipbuilding industry that

The Prime
even furthe
of this Flour
malee: He anid tha mill
Zone; so would alan

would bese up Trincomalas,
The eceitful purpors of oalling
the Frea Trade Zona Bill m
"Grater Calombo Lionimie
Commigsion”’ will ba manifest
from these operations in Trin-
sommades: Not meraly se. The
Tour Mill aleo being » FPTZ
enferprise means thad the
Government of Sri Lianka wil

hwre no centrol sver the MAl's

operabions.  Further, if the
intention was to make the
Flour Mill enjoy BTZ bensfits,

. Why was it not put up in the

Greater Uolombo FTZ itgeli?
Lhis would at least have savad
the nation enormous coats of
transporfing the flour from
Trinsomalae to the Boukh-Wes
=sern part of ths island whioch
sonsumes two-ilirds of the
flonr.

But now it seems that a
shipbunilding indusbry is also
to be quntéd in Trincamales
with ¥TZ hensfits,  We have

Supports Singapore Contract

heard Minigterial pronounce-
mente sboub trensporting the
flour from Trincomales to
Colombo by sea: Is the ship~
building industry Mr. J. R.
Juyeswardene talks abouk eata~
blishing in Trincomales to
sarve the purpose of providing:
shipa to take the flour o
Colombo? We demand am
answer from the Prime Minie-
ter. Wa slso hope that the
shipbnilding firm in Trinco~
malee will have ne sonnaction
fany sort wikie the Flour—
willing firm, PRIMA-

ok

%

is absorbed rapidly th

% 100% organic ard non

(sa Maxi Crop for W
Flowers, Turf Wickets |

It
fnlmgo and roots. Contains all the nusients requiret by plants {or
sustainad healthy growth.Increases razistance 1o pest and disease
attack Guarantoas higher yelda. tastier fruiis and brighter flowers, 4
atables, Fruits, M i
Playgrounds. i)
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Trade Minister Passes The Buck®

Says Confusion Makes Hl_m. Scapegoat

(From a Special

The ohickens ars coming
homse o roost. Time was when
anything wrong in the country
gould he palmed off om past
governments and their minis-
4ere: Bub bime is running oub
8ix months of the new, all
powerful, UNP Government
will soon be over. Ministers
should now be firmly in the
gaddle, with their owa seli~
palauded policies functioning.
Tf that be not the case it is
their inefliciency and incapa-
ity  that stand exposed and
not the shorteomings of other
ministers and other govern-
‘mants in the past: If the new
‘brooms ave nok sweeping clear,
tha fanlt Hes not in soma old
"kossa’ or “idals’ or ‘ilspatha”:
ik lies in &he new broom.

Mr: Lalith Athulathmudali,
Minister of Trade is finding
4hat be has to face up to thease
facts. Having rrrived in office
bravels bto clean up hig prede-
oessor Mr. Ilangaratne’s ack-
nowledged mars, he finds the
‘gituation slipping out of his
‘hands and falling into & worse
mess than the mess for which
ha has heen blaming and de-
nouncing hia psedecessor. Ha"
promised falling prices. Prices
bave been steadily going up
~and hiave now shirted soaring
anew, He promised plentiful
sapplies- Bhortages are show=
ing, srowing and persteting in
ragard to ome hagic eommo-
AitY and another. He promi-
sad that private importers
would giva priority to the
gimple and evervday needs of
the nr-er'lx;. the poor and the
mass. Ha now acknowledges
that: private imooriers are
doing nnthingni the sort. They
are flsoding the market and
sountry with mounting quan-
tities of luxnries
{axurieg which only the rich
oan huv and which the suffer-
ing middle elarses ean only
envy. For thabis where tha
fat profits- lie; and fat profite
are tha golden flaece of the
privata trade. Ar for the poor
why; thay can ba lafk to tha
Governmeant to rescos if 16 ean
or left to their non peofit-gans
rating gelves. to stew in their
own joice!  Mr Athnlathmu-
dali's threats of dire ennee-
quences only convulee the hig
private importsre with gecret
Isvghter. They know that they
have stronger political gontrols
aver tha TINP Government
than he ean hopa tn have wnd
that thev ean hrirg Mr. Athu-
lathmudali to hie knape: jusk
a8 thay have done with Finen.
o Minigter Ronnie da Mel, ne
no laps s TNP lnminary than
Mr. Bsmond Wickramasinghs
bae shown.

CRI De COUER
Oonsidar Mr, Athulathmus
dal’'s Cri de Cowpr in the
Gavernment’s nwn nﬁ“,‘ News
of Monday, January 16th.

and semi=

Correspondent)

There is a distinetion hetween
trade and the Ministry of
Prade and the gameral publie
shou!d realizge this as early as
possihle,” saye Mr. Athulath=
mudali. Thera certainly is a
dietinotion; but Mr Athulath=
mudali eesmed unaware of that

“distinction when he thonght

that things woeunld go well for
frade and he eould claim the
distination of being the eause:
Now tnings have-gone nway
and Mr. Atholathmudali sesks
to wash his hands of the ree-
pongibility. Unlike the flv on
the chariot wheel, ba doss nob
want to claim that heis kick-
ing up the dost !

“Tha sountry helieved’" saya
the Daily News raporting Mr.
Atholathmudali, “that the

Trade Ministry waa .mspunsihla
for sverything in relation to
prices, supplies and demand
nob realiging that each wasa
multi-faced problem  with
numerous minigtriee involved
with the Trade Ministry in the
Centre’’. The adjactive quali-
iz hritliant,
"0’ given to

fying “problem’
but - the eapital
“Oentre' is more fatching. Mr.
Athutathmudali manifestly do-
o8 not helittle or nndsrestimata
his own importance—dossn’t
want anyone elea to-make that
mistaka sither. 8o he not only
plices himself magnanimously
ab the centre of the picture
and just by way of emphagi=
zing his meaning, he gives
QY. Thisa
suhtle tonch ina field which is

ugually blataot—the feld of
politica.

himeell & capital

We do not know what thoge
other Ministers, who are to set
sround him lika
arcund & central aun,

satallites
think of
hia remarks: especially when,
speaking of the Prime Minig-
ter's intention to et op ''a co=
ordinating authority b6 copa
with all problems in relation

to supphy, demand and market.

ting,"" “This would
miniatry
pursas  individual
unrelated policies muddled. in
pome instances’”, Mr. Athu-
Inthmudali’s adjectives are in=
deed inspired | In this instanos
we have "muddled" policies.
Brt who has dons the mudd-
ling throngh
medd”  g—sunother

ha saya;
prevent each
trving: 6o

from

“unrelated !
inspirad
adjeetive which should have
far-renching- if not eweet. ra-
Who ?  Not
himeell of oourse; for thab
wonld be tao much like Sitan

percnesions ! ?

denouncing Sinl He menus,
of course, hig “supply, demand
and  marketing' eolleaguen:

smongst whom wa oan gertain-
ly discern the Minister of Food
and Co-opersatives,

Poor dear Mr. Herath, who,
wa agres with Mr, Athalath-
mudali, is a muddler in excelsis|
See what he hag done with the
oo-operatives, which he cams
in order to suppress in the
interests of the private trade
and on which he now relies to
oarry through the ration cot—
and also to distribute thereaf-
ter whatever remaing lor the
Goyernment bo distribute Lef
it be added that Mr. Herath ia
in the distinguished company
of the Pinance Minister, in
whoss - Budget epeech
jettircning of the co-operatives
in favour of the private trade
peoupied & prominent plaes.
Or hag Mr, Herath decided

that he will neither cut his.

own throat nor allow hia col-
league, the Financa Minister,
to cub it for him? And does
Mr. Athulathmudali inelude
Mr. Ronnie de Mel among the
muddlers? Who else lcoks
after sopply, if not demand?
For ourselves, we must admit
we thought the Ministry of
Trada had something to do
with supply; while, we must
slso admit, we always thought

‘that ik wag the consumer who

provided the demand.. But,
then; we must learn from the
neo—capitalist sooialists, of
whom Mr. Athulathmudali,
Iiha;iﬂ leader, MrwJ- R. Jiya-
wardene is gna-

Other Scapegoats

We have some inkling of
whatisin Mr Athulathmudali'a
wind from another passage
which we quotc: — “Prices, the
Mioister explained, were conl=
rolled by saupply, dr-mimnd.
monetary policies, ecommerecial
denlings and the like, over
which he had eontrol"
Monetary policies are gertatnly
in the hands of the Finanece
Minister, sn, elearly, he ig one
of the muddlers !

no

Bupply, says Mr Athulath-
mudali abive, is not in his
control!  Market and market
ing he points out, are the pri-
mary respousibility of his
Ministry. And that he save is
where his shoe pinches. Quo-
ting himself,—a habit, ineiden=
bally, thit marked Btalin in
his time—he reminds  that he

said in the WNutionnl Btate
Assembly. ‘I I have no
supply for whieh ' wm not
direotly rerponsible, [ hnve the
difficulty of o piog with the
demand. On ihe other hand,

if the demuand declines and the
supply increwser, then 1 have
the goods on my handa and
allegations could be made that
the stuff is rotting in my
pussassion,’

What a pallueid statement
of a trade minister's dilemma,
arising almost entirely from
trade being move srd more in
private hinds under that Trade
Ministry's engouragement,
How much Mr. Ilangaratne
wusk be regretting that Mry.

the "

Athulathmudali was nob there
to defend him with the lapida=
ry sentences with whieh Mr.
Athulatemndali now defends
himgell. The SLFP should
never have let him go.

Hero is Mr. Athulathmuda
1i's parting shot, still gquoting
himssll gpenking in the NSA:
**An example of this confusion
whish makes the Trade Minis=
try the scapegoat was sesn in
the recent failure of the onion
orop in the north and the con=
sequent shorbtage in the domes-
tic market. The root cause of
the inane was the Iack of seed
onions, the distribution of
which the Ministry of Trade
had no hand in—yef, the
blame wag laid at our door.”"

So, Mr. E. L. Sananayake is
also a muddler! for, onion
production helongs to the
Ministry of Agriculture.

Anyhow, “seapagont’’ is the
word. Mr. Athulathmuodali is
the scapegoat for the failures
of other Ministers. Othera
fail him. He never fails him-
eelf. For be like any trader,
is the man in the middle. To
quote him for the last timar
“"The equation between supply
and dumand which reaulted in

equilibrium priee, markets and
murketing were the primaxy
responsibilities of the Ministry
of Trade.”

A tight-rope
maintaing  equilibrivm. Ha
topples when be fails.  All we
¢an say of Mr- Athuluth-
mudali's effort to meintain
through "markets and market-
ing"" an *‘equilibrium price’
which somes from “‘the equa-
tion hetween supply and de-
mand,” is thay, on his own
admission, be has not slowed
the uquntmn and hmnght ab
an “equilibrium pnu
the eontrary, he has ptsnﬂed
over renewed shorbages and
prices soaring anew, Z'If_ he
goes on at this rate, he cer-
tainly will equate himsell to

walker tao

the oelebrated President of

the Beard of Trade of whom

A.P. Herbert said in a famous.

lampoon:—

“'They say thia bigh official

Is grossly overpa id,_'

There wasn't any Board: snd

now

Thereisn’ any tradel”

Soapegoat indeed! Ofhsrs
eall it “passing the buck'* !

DOLLAR SLIDES DOWN

“The dollar is in the same
predicamant as the pound sver-

liug waus, lel us sy £8 monvhs -

ago #ihd when the dollar cateles
a coid it e bad fur all obher
currencies,’”’ quips & London
banker Whu is struck by the
nuwmber of ‘swiieh orders’ from
overseas to cunvert from dollar
to sterling in the buuok’s fat
deposil accounts.

With the downward slide of
the dullar, most importers io
the BEEC markets are asking
for bwa-tier C1F quotes from
Overseas companies — a dollar
quo's soupled with & quote In
# BEuropean currgoey, The
Amartoans wre underglandalily
concerned In West Germnny,
furexwmple, medinm=sige hot-
els reluse to accept dollnr-deno

minated travellars ebegues.
Taxi drivers ani tourist shops
huwve worked oabt bheir own
dollar-mnrk rake — which is
two marks per dollar  even
th ugh 1he off eial exchange
ruté hovers around 2.07 Ia
Liondon they would bave step-
ling, rather than dollar trave—
llers chegues.

There is & growing impress=
ion here that the Carter
administration cunneot match
up to the sitnasion. Even
though the United Stnies
netivated two nools of funds
amonnting v $25,000 millions
in foreign currencies to huy up
dallars and <ap the hemnre-
hage, most Huropean hankers
reckon that the blesding sbill
eontinnes.

Waeat Haropeans are uneasy
absun tha Intest warning to
the U. 8, administration from
Baundi Arahin's Ol Minigter
Bheikh Yamani that unless
President Carter dogs more ta
sapport tha wenk dallay, the
Bandis might ruegint to other
oil-pradusinp enuntries to cange
hnsing il prices on the U 8.
eurrepey.  On onnrervative
entimates, the Bavndis are
believed to have soma $50,000
millions In il money invested

in the United Statos and so
Sheikh Yamani's conesrn is
understandable. The QPHC
countries, who baga their crude
oil pricas on th- internstional
valup of the T § dollar alone,
find thut the recent fall in the
dollar valoa has aﬁrnnniy
reduced their oil inceme as
other western purrencies like
"the Jupanese ven, the Britieh
pound and the German mark
have |'|‘rl'3ngﬂlﬂtll'd

The Swudis feal that enough
is not beingdona by the Carler
administration ko strengthen
the dollar’s position. Their
naw proposal is umﬁm'ng some
concern 'in Western hanking
cirales. At the next mesting
of OPEC, Sheikh Yamani
will propose that oil-producing
counbries base thair ernde oil
price on a "haakea"oi’Washa_rn

enrrencies, »hich weould pre-

bably include the aterling, the
Bwiss and French francs, the
mark, the yen, ns well as the
American and Oanadian doll-
Brs,

This is something like what
the Reserve Bank of India i¥
doing for the value of the ru-
ree whose rate is fixed with
reference to the duily exchange
rate movements of a geleck
number of currencles, while
vetainirg in the rupee's csse
the pound sterlingae the inter-
vention ourrency. The value
of the ‘currency baskes’ would
flugtoate daily d»p_sudiug on
thé rates for the onrrencies in
the basket. Thig is why during
the last fow monthe, while the -
rupee has appreciated vis-a-vis
some of the currencies lika khe
sterling (and mareinally againat
the dollar) the rupee rate
agaiost the murk and the m
hap ﬂnmalued

(Contd. on Page 3)
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ARAB POPULAR
CONFERENCE STATEMENT
GREETS STRUGGLE OF
MASSES

The Beoretarial Goneral of the Arab Popalar Uon-
ference has grested the struggla mouoted by the Arab
masses throughout the Arab Homelind and inside the
oeoupied territories in partioular. It also called upon
various gegmente of tha Palestinian Registance bo speed
up the implementation of the Tripoli agreement, con-
osroing the unity of the Pulestini Renist organi-
‘sation.

»

This oams in & statemont isened by tha Seoretariat
& the end of & 3-dny conferenca held ab the Building of

- the National Leadership of the Arab Baath Booialist
! Party in Baghdad.

: In the course of the conforence, the Secretarint

raviewsd the progress made in oarrying out the resolu-
Iil__;'n_a of the Arab Popular OQonference held in Libya
‘from Detember 5 to 8 1977. It also raviewed the
Berce imperialist assanlt onthe people of western Sahara
where French planes have been attacking the Dmﬁe
with napalm bombs in collusion with reactionary forees
in Moroseo.

The Seoretariat further discussed troop concentra-
tions on the eastern southern frontiers of Libya. Those
concantrations were intended to commit a fresh aggres
sion on Libya following the failare of the first aggres-
gion committed by the Badat regime in July, 1977,

moves direoted against the Arab peaple of Algeria and
‘moted the mounting role played by West Germany in
the gensral texture of the plot woven up against the
Arab nation.

- ~
The Secretariat noted with & great deal of pride
the escalution of the struggle waged by the masses of

Arab Nation throughout the Arab Homeland and inside
the oocupied territories in particular.

The Becratariat adopted resolutiona concerning the
the following points :

1. The farm'nlsiiqn.of all necessary legal and poli-
bical measures preliminary $o committing traitor Sadat
to trial,

2. Conducting urgent congultation with the Arab
. states to withdraw recognifion of the Badat regima,
‘have it sxpelled from the Arah Lioagus, move the League
head cffice from the capital of the Sadat regime to
another Arab eapital, and apply the rules of the Arab
boyentt of the Zionist entity to all firms and individuals
who msintain deslings with the Zionist entity.

all persons who
national betrayal.

joined or will join Badat in his

4 Invitiné tha AFRO-Asian Peopla’s Solidariby
O-ganisation (AAPEQ) fo expel Yosif al-Sebai'e from
post of Sacretary-General.

5. Makiog arrangcments to eelebrate Jaruary 18th
and 19th as days of solidarily with the Egyptian people
in memory of the Egypiian uprising sgainst the t-ai. -
rious >adat regime on anuary 18 and, 19, 1977,

‘_011 the Palestinian level, the Beorefariat General
adopted resolutions concerning the following points :

1 Inviting all sagme'nts of the Palestinian Resis-
tance movement to speed up the implementation of the
T;-lpuli agreement on the unity of the Palestinian
organisabions.

2.. Intreducing ail necessary measures to hacking
the struggle of the Arab people of Palegtine inside the
ooeiipied territories.

3. Addressing potices to Arab and iniernational
organieationg decluring the fllegality and nullity of any
relinquishment by any Arab raler of any part of Arah

patrimony.

The Sscratariat slso discussed the reactionary

Vietnam was P;t'ient

“"When the 1. 8, imperinli-
b8 raplaced the Freneh colo-
nialists and  started their
aggression in Vietnam, Laas
and Kampuchen, the militank
#olidarity of the thrae peoplas
again exorted an  invineible
#hrength to resist this unpre-
codantedly ruthless neo-coloni-
aligk wars The paople
armad foress of

and
Vietnam, in
this historie encounter with
thas huge war machinery of
the *imperialist ringleader,
were sll the time aware that
they were fighting mnot only
for their own independence
and freedom, but alea for the
common victory of threa peop-
les. They shared all blasts
fio assist the peoplo and armed
forees of Kampuches in defe-
atiog the common enemy. In
raturn they received very pre—

cious aseistance from the
Kampuchean people as well as
the fraternal people of Laos.
Tho Communist Parky of Viet-
nam has repestedly bold us
not to forget, and to teamch
other generations to come nob
to forget, our deep love and

profound graditude to the
peoples of Laos and Kam-
puchen.

“After U.8. neo-eolcnialism
and the reactionary forees
emploved by it were routed
from this regiun, we wars filled
with joy at the brillisnt. pros=

~pects  of ‘the Kampuchean

“revolution and of the solidarity

batween Viatnam and Kamuap~

chea.  Bub it is regratitalile
that Kampuohes has diaragax-
ded the traditional solidarity
built with the bload of the two
penples, Knmpuches, making
filands their foes, repeatedly
sent ity armed fordes ta Viek-
nam, attacking and oceupying
muny parts of the tarritory of
the  Hooialigs Hopublio of
Vietnam onusing innumeryhle
losses in lives and property ta
our people. We were filled
with horrer and sndoess ab the
sights of degtrayed Vietnamesa
villages, of Vietnamese— old
people, children and women—
beheaded, disembowalled and
charred by Kam puchean
soldiers.

Kampuchea’s Handiwork

“Tressuring onr friendship
with the Eampichaan people
we responded with patisnce
and tolerance. But Kampuchea
kept - violating our territory
and challenging ue. So, to
defend our territory and sove-
reignty, to protect our people
and thair property, our  armed
forces snd peoplein threatened
areas could not help bat fight
back to drivs away people who
bad brought digaster ko our
This ragrattahle
bloodshed waa entirely the

country.

handiwork of Enmpuches, and
our armed forces and paople
were fully justified in taking -
resonrse to legibimate aslf=
defence.

-

On the Lebanese level, the Sssratariat Rasolved to

“The whole thing in as eisar
a8 daylight. But the Kempu-
chean Government is tryiog
%o make blaock white, charging
us with agaression and plunder,
allsging that we do not want
peaceful negotiations. But who
have acted patiently through
bo the end? Who have rejected
the goodwill of the Vietnamess
G_J\-'-er'l'u-m'.? Who have deli-
barately finnad the fHimes of
national hatead, which only
hensfita the ecommon enamy
of the two psoples?

“Liat those Kaimpuechesaus
who have psrpstrated bower—
ing arim13, in all oonscience,
ask thamialvas these questions,
Liet them put these same
qua3siions o thair paople, snd
ot them wnobt think they oan
tool the world pablio aithar,

‘Friendship Will Prevail

- “"The pablie abroad, aozions
about the gitoation which
Kampnehea has unjustifishly
eonsed, know how much our
patience has besn  stretohed,
wa who advocats friendship
with Kampuochea, who edvo-
easa paassand [riandship with
all athar nations in this reglon.
Paopla of congciencs abroad
ara alan of the opinion that
weo have basn unduly patient.
Indeed, the Vietnamese' Gove—
romeant, through miny official
notes to Kampushes, has
.rapaa.teﬂly ‘propoged that the
two smides eonduch fraternal
talls o sattla fhe bordar igene.
This is and will alwaya he the
)]‘:1“.0\? of nur party and Htate-

“And daanite tha ragratéable
aonflicks daliberataly sbarted
by Ksmpuchea wa consistently

3. Deelaring boyeott of the literary production of =

back up the Lebane;e Pat:iotic Movement and prmote
the unity and Arab character of Labanon. © The Ssore-
$ariat further decided to send a delegation to Leabanon
$0 confirm solidarity with the Lebancsa patriotio forees.
November 9th is henecforth to be ohserved asa day of’
solidarity with the Arab paople of Liabanon.

The Beoretariab underlined sapport to armoed Arab
liberation movements particularly the Al-gia Albamra
Front and Wadi Althshab Front.

In another resolution, the Bscretariat called for the
release of nll political detainees. It emphasised the
need of promoting solidavity with Afriean psaplesin
Bouth Afriea, Z'mbhawe and Nambia and ealled for
promoting tiee with the spoialist s4ates and progressive
partioe in Africs, Asia, Latin Amarica and Europe.
Over the issue of the sstablishment nf the prigrassive
pan-Arab front the Becretariat desided to defer action
till the next mesting so as to give time to members tio
present their obsorvations on the draft eharter of the
Front.

The statement of the Seeratariat Goneral referred
to the mesting the mambers of the Sacratariat have had
in Baghdad with Oomeade Swdvm Hussein, R0
Vice-Chairman It said thas a dislogus marked with
comprehensiveness and profandity took place ranging,
in the forefront, the quastion of astablishing an enduas-
rance front.

The statemant exorsssed deep thanks to the Leader:
ghip of the Arab Baath Sicialist Party in Irag undelr
President Ahmed Hasean al-Bakr for pabronising the
work of the Seoretariat General.

The Beoretariat is now to procesd to Damascus to
open A dialogue on the resolutions of the Arab popular
conference.

Courtesy : ‘Baghdab Observer’

nphold anlid writy and advoeate
neg-tiatinns for &  peaseful
goktlamant to tha horder issns,
ag pointed ant in tha Stateme-
nb of the Government of the
Booialish Rapublia of -

?‘ Vistnam.

| | Wa firmly believe that jus*

& tioa will bkrinmph. Genuine

" friandship habwasn the paoples :
of Vistnam and Ka:npuuhm.
will prevail®.

__Edijtorial in ‘““Nhan Dan”
newsouper of the Central
Committee of th: Communist

Party of Vietnam,

Dollar Slides...

(Conds, from Paize 2)

PI'Hmwr the OPHC eountries
\;ill organian thair nroposa’
carroney 'bagket' remains to by
gsen. If masnwhile, the dollar
atarts & ennvineing recovery,
there may nat haa case for the
eurrency 'basket’ for crude
prices "Ml now the Saodis
wera thn atrongast supporters
of tha do'lar  !lab now thad
Sheikh Yamani hns comd up
with his suggestion, the dollsr
ig again on the slide. There
is still no need to press panic
gignal buttons but it is_ an
unfolding scenario one. VieWs
with some conceyn:

‘-__!lnm. L
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Floar Mill A

We are adopting as our
waek, the following quotation from an arlicle by Santia-

go de Silva on the middls pages of the “Ceylon Daily
News'', in view of thes importance and relevance of the
viewas expreasad In it. It is a subject on which we have
commented over and over again—and even slsswhera fn

this issue.

““Linst but not least, we have
last sight completely of a very
valuable feed which is availa-
bleon our dooratep, namely,
wheat bran and pollard whioh
in produced by the Flour Mill-
ing Corporation: Due to the
extraordinary inconsistencies
of the FEECH adminigtration,
it was found much more profi«
table to export the wheat bran
snd pollard than use it locally,

“With tho abandonment of
the FEECS eoheme, Ehe ad-
vantage of . exporting wheat
bran and poliard will disappear
and thera is mo reason why
the entirely of this guantity,
satimabted atabout 20,000 tons,
ahounld noft be used hara. It is

_ a completely sdequate feed for
low-vielding cows and with
$he addition of coconut poonag,
it would form & suitable fesP
for high—yislding cows as wall,

“It is understood thata
very largs flour mill, four
times tha capacity of the
present flour mill, is to be
sstablished in Trincomalsa,
The production of wheat
bran and pollard at this mill
will be almost 100,000 tons
per annum, and it is indeed
a very great pity that this
entire production is to he
the
livestock of Singapore and

given away to feed

Hongkong while our live.
stock industry languishes.

Absurdlty

“Noles & Comments'’ this

-EDITOR

Iz jt too late to rectify this
absurdity?

“The usefulness of this
100,000 toms of pollard
could be judged from the
fact that it would provide
feed forabout 100,000 sows
yislding about a gallon of
milk a day or 300 gallons
per annum. As the price
milk {s today about Ra. B
pex gallon, the tofal valus
of the quantity of milk
which could bs producsd
cn this feed is about Rs.
240 millions.

“The Minister of Agriculture
hes aonownced Lhet -bie fayg
arrasged for the purchmss of
Dutch condensed milk to tha
950 millien %o be
delivered over the next five

value of Rs:

years, while weare digearding
tha possibility of pradusitg

He. 840 mullion worth per
apnum by giving away tha
pollard Lo - Singapore and
Hongkong:

"“As the tending of 100,000
cows would give employment
te about 10,000 men, plus w
similay number engaged
pasture production ete. employ
—ment npportunities are also
heing thrown away. Thers is
also the vary wddikion
tio our meat supplios.'”

on
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HUMBUG

ABOUT

SINHALA

It is nearly 21 years since
Sinhala, the language of the
majority of the people of this
country, appesred on the poli-
tical agenda of & party eamp=
pigoing for power. Mr. B W,
1,1, Bandaranaike who cham-
pioned the cause of the so-
called Pancha Maha Bala
Vegayn which, it may be esid,
wanted Gto see the Sinhala
Language enthroned, heldouf
to the Biohala masses the
promise of making Sinhala the
Official Language within 24
hours. It remaing to ba seen
whether the Binhala Language
gven at the end of 24 years,
whieh includes the regimes of
both the SLEFP and the UNP
chauvinigts, in turn, will effec-
tively beeome tha Offigial
Lianguage of the country,

Wa have sesn how govern-
mante o far have bean unable
tc match their deeds with their
war-like worda in regard %o
the status of Sinhala. Wa
have sean how one Minister of
Public Administration after
the cther bas sent ouf ciranlars
ordering government dapart-
ments to work in Binhals,
-_-:t'.'iu_u‘giy" AT i
that esch succeeding Minister
has found that the place of the
Sinhala Lavguage had heen
usurped by soma othar durieg
the tenure of office of his pre-
decessors

Tha pluce of Binhals is defi~
nad by the Offfeisl laoguage
Aot anid its subsecuest amand-
ments:  The placs of Tamil i
also defined, Those ara the
langunges vecognized for offi-
sial use in Bri Lanka. Altho-
ugh there are Binhala falk who
foel that the place given to the
Tamil language is too much
and Thmil folk who fesl it is

too litile, the point wa are
reising s thal the place of
hoth the Inmguages defined in

the statute is heing denied to

hath alike by certain elements
who are probebly hoping to au-
throues the Engligh L S0ZUKZ0 k8
the one and only offisial langu=
nge of the country. In this renc.
tionary attemph, they are aided,
ona hkand, by thoss
finhalose who hava never been

i the

whle to adjust thepmselves to
the demand of the Biohalase
madsas who want 4o do their

business with the stale in the
only language they kuow: and,
on tha other "hand, by thoe
Tamils who would rabber hinve
Liaglish # the officlal langnags
sd not Sinkala

The net vesult of all thowe
forons working oppo-
#168 direotions haa besn the
Tusurgancs of English in the
Official Qircles. This is uot a

in

sudden development., Eoghsh
was never rooted ouf from ite
official mooringa. The bureau-
oratsa and Eoglish aducatied
elemente saw to it thas Hog-
lish was retaived in some un-
obtrusive manner as nlsngnags
of administration.

The seli-deleating and often
hypoeritical manner in which
sucoeasive governments impla-
mented the official lsnguage
poliey ean be shown clesrly in
two places.

Befora the Official Lsnguages
Act came into effact, we had
only one langutge medium for
higher (university) edueation
and that was Eoglish. Taday
we have thres media in tha
university as wall as in schools,
For which sounbry are students
being eduoatsd in the Boglish
madium ¥

rans the other way, heing from
Euglish to Sinhala and Tumil,
not ¥ice versa.

Now, we, coms to the rols
of Bnglish. It ia an interaatic-
nal lavgusge of a globsl wenls-
liis also & langusge in which
a vast amount of knowledgs in
being circulated, spacially in
regard 6o Technology and Sci-
ence and Medicine and Com-
merce. What has the Binhals
Language got to offer? In
comparison, one could say:
‘mothing’. Tt isip this light-
that we say that Toglish must
be made & compulsory langusga
in all our gchools and it should
be of & good standard too-

Itis avident'that the "officisl’
status of the Sinhals Lang-
usge 18 being maintained at &
terrible cost to the country.
Todny all our lifs activities ars
®oing on & global soale and the

Crmmpuns ol rys

- Thig i1 the ruse by which the
rivileged olsss in Sri Lanks

"~ béld on to and strengtheped
those positions and pnsured -

Ehat their off-apring would
continue ko enjoy those privi-
leges. It will be interesting
tio find out who axaekly is sda-
oated in Eoglish. Are was vn-
der obligation to provide an
English stresm for forsign
students 7 But then, no other
counbry provides sducakion for
our atudents in Sinhala. Is
tha public aware that only
the Hinhalessstudent i debar
red from getting his edaonbion
in the Eugli'ah wedivm i oue
achools ¥ Far
English Strenm, thaut Yos,
for whiom ? f

whom fu vl

_ Today, we have thras official
languages, not just Binhala,
Sinbala is the Official langungs
for the under=dog Sinhala-
educated masses. Tamil ia
Hie offfeint INvgaegs Sfor thia
Tamil thawses who continue to
be nurced wod brought upion
the ‘language diet' by thair
English - spsaking: inentors.
English . itse!l Laz not only
continued but also wesumed
greater significance in the
Administration of tha nountry
a8 a third offisial language.
The Department cf Puablio
Administration itaelf, issues
sl olroulavs these theee
languages, the Sintinla and the
Tnmil versions printed on eith=
or aide of the same paper and
the Hoglish versign talled s
translation, on s eapirate shean
Everybody knows, of course
that the tranlation prooess

in

Si‘nhnls language used in this

W‘“ih Eughs}f- True, Sinhala
is our own dear mothsr tongus
bat it has its limitationa, We

‘aanmot competa

can never gab it to p!lr; the _

rola that Iinglish plays.

In this context, it is natural
that Eoglish tries to push Sia-
hinls away from the official
langungs pedestal tos. Tha
Einglisk educated have ihe
odge over thers, everywhers.
The pursly Binhala-aducated
lind themselves pushed further
and furbher dowu, both econo-
mically and seoially. That is
the Lekter truth.

So, ihe languaga policy haa
mude the majaviby community

T onetunily w third oldss commu-

nity by compuision.  Tosy
who have had the privilege of
an Foglish Bdueation muin-
tained their stranglehold on
the country in spita of u taw
Piyadaras and Appubamys.

TWhiat, whef 16 6he soliidion 7

There can bs no  English
Stream for w privilaged gloup
in the Sclioola and the [niver-
sity. No.! Let the ory bhe
taken up by all thosa Sinhaleas
and Tamils who wamb equal
opportunities, who want w
plave for thair mothier tongues.
List Tioglish be made compul-
sory in all Sehoois. Phxh is
tha firat atap. .

I would kave given Fha naxt
stop alvo here itaelf, lmt uhqr
that the aging T1.N.P.

LR Jayawardans mle ;mr U

‘lvis maroh to Squ&lmm.ﬁp-
dirayn and ‘et - watiiog to
Kandy ! <

-— Ntull Mm&

+ Iayakoottn Laos, Colombo 5,

on 26k Tmu"y. 1978
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